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This commentary on the German Civil Code makes available to the modern reader the rich store of
historical experiences on which present day German legal doctrine and case law are based. Each
analysis starts with the presentation of the given legal issue, shows different solutions practised before
the BGB, explains the choices made by the draftsmen of the code in the late 19th century and then
presents main developments in legislation, jurisdiction and jurisprudence in Germany as well as abroad.
The commentary thus provides the basis for a critical re-evaluation of modern legal doctrine and also
specifies the position of German private law within the broader European context.

Joachim Riickert war Lehrstuhlinhaber fir Neuere Rechtsgeschichte, Privatrechtsgeschichte der
Neuzeit, Juristische Zeitgeschichte, Zivilrecht und Rechtsphilosophie in Frankfurt/Main.

Reinhard Zimmermann ist Direktor am Max-Planck-Institut fiir auslandisches und internationales
Privatrecht und Professor an der Bucerius Law School, Hamburg.
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Mathias Schmoeckel Geboren 1963; Studium der Rechtswissenschaft in Bonn, Genf und Minchen;
1993 Promotion; 1999 Habilitation; Geschaftsfihrender Direktor des Instituts fur Deutsche und
Rheinische Rechtsgeschichte und Burgerliches Recht, sowie des Rheinischen Instituts fir Notarrecht an
der Universitat Bonn.
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