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Sebastian Martens discusses duress, misrepresentation and undue influence by a third party and its
effects in contract law. He uses historical and comparative methods to enable a better understanding of
the development of the present legal rules concerning vices of consent caused by a third party. In the
first two chapters, he analyzes the origins in Roman law and their reception in continental law. He then
shows how the corresponding rules originated in English common law, and in the final chapter he
provides a critical review of German law against the backdrop of the results of his study. In particular, he
focuses on the impact the special rules for the third party situations have had on the general law of lack
of consent.
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