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Mehrdad Fatehi studies Paul's letters and shows that the risen Lord is featured in the religious
experiences of Paul and the Pauline believers as the present and active lord of the new covenant
community. These experiences seem to point beyond the notion of a divine agent alongside God to a
redefinition of the very concept of God in a way that it would include Christ within itself. This is
confirmed by the way Paul and the Pauline communities believed themselves to have experienced the
risen Lord through God's Spirit.
In Judaism in general, as well as in Paul, the Spirit was not regarded as an entity distinct or separable
from God but as God himself in his presence and action in and among his people. Yet we have clear
evidence in Paul's letters that the risen Christ was experienced and conceived of as being present and
active through the Spirit bestowing grace and gracious gifts, infusing wisdom, communicating his will,
regenerating and transforming his people, and dwelling in and among them all through the Spirit in a
way which is best understood after the analogy of God's presence and work through the Spirit in
Judaism. In other words, Paul's 'the Spirit of Christ' is best understood after the analogy of 'the Spirit of
God'.
Paul's application of the Spirit-language to describe and interpret the Christians' experiences of the risen
Lord shows that Paul most probably presupposed a redefinition of monotheism in which Christ would be
included within the Godhead.
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