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Johann Joachim Spalding (1717-1804) was a master of German Enlightenment theology. With his work in
the church, particularly as the highest ranking representative of Prussian Lutheranism, and in addition
with his widely distributed writings on the theology of religion and his much sought-after sermons, he
had a definitive impact not only on the practice and theory of piety in his time but also created
fundamental prerequisites on which the Protestant church and theology have been drawing up to the
present time. Albrecht Beutel explains how Enlightenment theology attained exemplary vividness in
Spalding's life and works. The flexibility of his contemporary loyalty to tradition, the modern potential of
his theological theorizing and not least the clear beauty of his language were equally significant when
Immanuel Kant declared: »Spalding must be preferred to all others.«

Albrecht Beutel Geboren 1957, 1990 Promotion, 1995 Habilitation, seit 1998 Ordinarius für
Kirchengeschichte an der Evangelisch-Theologischen Fakultät der Universität Münster, seit 2010 ord.
Mitglied der Nordrhein-Westfälischen Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Künste, seit 2013 Leiter des
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