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The research of Martha Himmelfarb has pushed scholars to re-examine what we thought we knew about the formative
histories of Judaism and Christianity. In studies on such topics as apocalypses, pseudepigrapha, and messianism,
Himmelfarb opened up new perspectives on Second Temple Judaism and its legacy within its late antique and medieval
successor communities. Inspired by the sweeping breadth of her learning and scholarship, this volume explores the
transmission and transformation of Jewish and Christian texts and traditions within and across the boundaries of language,
culture, and religion. The volume’s contributors range widely across sources, genres, and contexts, from the Dead Sea Scrolls
and Hellenistic Judaism to Nag Hammadi literature and Jewish and Christian magic, and from classical rabbinic literature and
patristic writings, to Hekhalot literature and medieval midrashim. Contributors not only revisit the histories of
apocalypticism, sectarianism, and messianism but also take up questions regarding the materiality of manuscripts, the
boundaries of religious communities and identities, the ritual uses of heavenly visions, and the history of Jewish priests and
priesthood before and after the destruction of Jerusalem Temple. In dialogue with Himmelfarb's work, the volume
exemplifies the value of studying Jewish and Christian traditions in concert as well as bridging the disciplinary divides that
too often fragment the fields of Biblical Studies, Second Temple Judaism, New Testament Studies, Rabbinics, Patristics, Late

Antiquity, and Medieval Studies.
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John Marshall : Jewish? Judean? Naming John's Apocalypse - Elaine Pagels : »The Innumerable Multitude«: Converted or
Coerced? - Abraham Jacob Berkovitz : On Mechanics and Meaning in Rabbinic Exegesis: Revelation, Gentiles, and Psalm 29 in
Tannaitic Midrash - Peter Schdfer : O Felix Culpa: Curse and Blessing of the Expulsion from Paradise - Hayim Lapin : Amulo of
Lyon, the Two Messiahs, and the Dissemination of Rabbinic Culture - William Adler : »Should We Pay Heed to Those Who Say

that Jesus was Appointed as a Priest by the Jews?«: Michael Glycas's Refutation of the »Secret Codex« in Tiberias
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Richard Bauckham : Priests and Levites in the Jerusalem Necropolis - Michael D. Swartz : Priests and Strangers: The Role of the
Laity in Yerushalmi Yoma - Ophir Miinz-Manor : Singing Rabbis? Reconsidering the Relationships between Rabbinic Literature
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V. Apocalyptic Afterlives

Elena Dugan : On Late Ancient Readers of 1 Enoch: Suspected, Suspicious, and Supposed - James Vanderkam : Pirqe Rabbi
Eliezer and the Book of Jubilees - Sarit Kattan Gribetz : The Abraham Discords: Eschatology and Ancestry in Pirge Rabbi
Eliezer's Binding of Isaac - David Stern : An Apocalyptic Scroll - Ra‘anan Boustan : Hekhalot Literature, Scholastic Ritual, and

Intercessory Prayer in Midrash Mishle - Gideon Bohak : Divination and Eschatology in Late Antique Judaism

Annette Yoshiko Reed Born 1973; Krister Stendahl Professor of Divinity and Professor of New Testament and Early
Christianity at Harvard University.

David Frankfurter Born 1961; William Goodwin Aurelio Chair in the Appreciation of Scripture and Professor of Religion at
Boston University.

Ra'anan Boustan Born 1971; Research Scholar in the Program for Judaic Studies at Princeton University.
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