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There is currently a erce debate about the discipline of Classics and the place of Greco-Roman antiquity in the present. While
the advocates of identity politics especially in the US and the UK see the need to decolonize Classics, scholars in Germany and
other European countries continue to turn to antiquity in search of the roots of their cultural identity. Jonas Grethlein shows
that both positions are rmly embedded in di erent sociopolitical contexts and argues that in both cases the category of
identity is less than helpful. It either narrows down antiquity narcissistically or overtaxes it normatively. Ancient Greek and
Roman texts have lost their canonical status, and yet their re exivity invites us to make them fruitful for a better
understanding of the present.
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