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Early Judaism and early Christianity emerged during the Hellenistic and early Roman imperial era. They were, naturally,
confronted with the Hellenistic and the Roman religion. The question therefore arose as to whether Jews or Christians were
free to participate in religious activities alien to the religious heritage of their own. In his articles, Karl-Gustav Sandelin presents
documentary material showing that this problem was a burning issue within Judaism from the beginning of the Hellenistic
period until the end of the first century C.E. Several Jewish individuals converted to the Hellenistic or the Roman religion. Such
behavior was also discussed and generally condemned, for example by the Books of Maccabees and authors such as Philo of
Alexandria and Flavius Josephus. A similar problem is to be found in the New Testament, notably in the letters of Paul,
especially in the first letter to the Corinthians and in the Revelation of John.

Karl-Gustav Sandelin Born 1940; ordained 1968; 1977 ThD; 1975-95 Lecturer for Exegetics and the Languages of the Bible at
the Abo Akademi University, Finland; 1995-2006 Professor of New Testament Exegetics at the Abo Akademi University; since
2006 retired and Professor emeritus.
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