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Philipp Jakob Spener was the founder of the pietist movement. His letters are very important for the research on the early
modern age, not only for church history but also for social history and the history of ideas. Volume III of the »Dresdner Briefe«
contains 141 letters, in which particularly the emergence of the term »pietists« is presented and also the controversy between
Spener and the Elector Johann Georg III of Saxony. It was this controversy which led to Spener's move from Dresden to Berlin.
One of the important political subjects dealt with is the War of the Palatine Succession between the French King Louis XIV and
the German Empire, and the consequences of this war.
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