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In this book, Karl-Heinz Ladeur focuses on a critique of the overestimation of 'public rationality' in theories about democratic
deliberation and discourse ethics. He defends the speci c 'relational rationality' of the inter-individual 'cognitive networks'
which exist in liberal societies. This is a plea for the value of private virtues which cannot be reduced to communication in the
public domain, and a critique of the endless expansion of the role of the state beyond any reasonable limits.
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