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Trusts are an ancient legal construct that were used as long ago as the crusades by knights to organise their nancial a airs
and secure provision for their families. To this day, the trust has retained (and further expanded) its key position in common
law systems. In civil law jurisdictions on the other hand, material reservations still abound as to the use of trusts. By taking
Italian law as an example, Leonie Neu shows that this doubt is unjusti ed and that trusts, with minor adaptations, can play a
meaningful role.
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