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Subsidies are an important policy instrument for pursuing public goals not only on a local and national level but in the
European Union as well. Different fields of law determine mode and content of the subsidy ranging from local law, budgetary
law, constitutional law, European community law to world economy law (GATT/WTO). Starting with the function of subsidies,
Michael Rodi demonstrates that in spite of that variety there are comparable legal problems on all levels when determining
the purpose of the subsidy, planning the program, reaching the goal and monitoring its success.
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