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Di erent approaches have been taken towards the emergence of early monasticism in Egypt. One of its distinctive features is
its variety of organizational forms, its theology, spirituality and social functions. Was this variety the result of social needs or
merely a development of theological ideas? In this work, the author provides a purely historical examination of di erent kinds
of sources in order to focus on how a paradoxical idea inherent in Christian thinking, the anticipation of God's kingdom on
earth, interacts with various challenges of its environment. The outcome is a multidimensional development of new identities
which enable a better understanding of the religious transformation in Egypt in the 4th century.
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