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Although the Christian religion is practiced by individuals, an individual's faith remains void without social communication. The
symbolic articulation of faith is mediated by a culture, and it depends on its collective presentation. The Christian religion is
rooted in the subjective and the internal, but it also presses for expression and activity in the intersubjective. Both are not
always congruent. This is precisely the reason that the correlation between individual and social issues attains a certain
dynamic. Thus one person's faith goes hand in hand with demands made on others, and religion can in6uence other non-
religious forms such as politics, science or education, or reveal itself in them. Religion has a hybrid character. In its real
existence it is still something other than »mere religion.« Jörg Dierken studies this hybridity with the help of two opposing
guiding principles of religion: the tendency to bring everything divided into a comprehensive wholeness and the e>ort to
depict a counterfactual alternative world.
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