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Published in German.

The revised version of Max Weber's famous study on the »Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism« is presented in this
volume along with the almost completely rewritten essay on the sects. Weber regarded both essays as being an integral part
of volume | of his »Collected Essays on the Sociology of Religion,« which he prefaced with »Preliminary Remarks.« Here he
spelled out the thrust of his entire collection: to identify the distinctiveness of Western, especially modern Western, rationalism
and explain its rise. In the editor's introduction, the broader context of these three texts is described while in his editorial
report, the genesis of this revision is demonstrated on a textual basis.

Max Weber Geboren 1864 in Erfurt; Studium der Jurisprudenz, Geschichte, Nationaldkonomie und Philosophie in Heidelberg,
Berlin und Gottingen; 1889 Promotion Uber die Geschichte der Handelsgesellschaften im Mittelalter; 1891 Habilitationsschrift
Uber Romische Agrargeschichte; Ordinarius fir Nationaldkonomie in Freiburg (ab 1894) und Heidelberg (ab 1897);
Mitherausgeber des Archiv fir Sozialwissenschaft und Sozialpolitik und Redakteur des Grundri3 der Sozialokonomik;
umfassende Beitrdge zur Methodologie der Sozialwissenschaften, zur Politik des deutschen Kaiserreichs, zu Wirtschaft, Politik,
Religion, Recht und Kunst in universalgeschichtlicher Perspektive; nach langem, krankheitsbedingtem Interim schliel3lich
Professor fur Gesellschaftswissenschaft, Wirtschaftsgeschichte und Nationaldkonomie in Miinchen (ab 1919); gestorben 1920
in Munchen.
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