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[Objective Ideas. Studies on the Relationship of Idea, Concept and Justification in the Works of René Descartes and in Post-
Cartesian Philosophy of the 17th Century.]

Published in German.

Gathered in this volume by Holger Gutschmidt are several studies on the conception of ideas and their relationship to
formative definitions of selected 17th century theories. His main focus of attention is the philosophy of René Descartes, who
introduced the definition of ideas to modern epistemology. Further chapters are dedicated to Antoine Arnauld, as well as to
the logic of Port Royal, Spinoza and lastly Leibniz. The examination of the conception of ideas set against the background of
their function in the respective theories of perception and rationale leads to a series of new research findings and corrections
of the hitherto existing research situation. Also, the author deals with the themes of Descartes so-called »objective ideas,« the
relationship between idea and definition, the »mode of being« of ideas, the function of the idea of God, and with direct
realism.
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