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Since the mid 1980s, the European Commission and the European Parliament have introduced a series of initiatives in order to
reverse existing territorial fragmentation of civil law through a greater convergence or even harmonization of the most
important private law norms of the member states. These should ideally culminate in a »Europeanization« of civil law. This is
the basis for the current law and economics debate, to which this conference is dedicated. The debate focuses on the
question of whether or not a harmonization of the civil law norms of the member states is really necessary or even suitable in
order to achieve free movement of goods, services, persons and capital within the European Union or to give the European
consumer adequate protection.
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