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The story of David and Goliath existed in antiquity in two variant literary editions, a short version found in the Greek tradition
of Codex Vaticanus (LXXB) and a longer version found in the Hebrew tradition of the MT. Benjamin J. M. Johnson proposes that
each version is worthy of study in its own right and oCers a close literary reading of the narrative of David and Goliath in the
Greek text of 1 Reigns 16–18. The author explores a method for reading the Septuagint that recognizes it is both a document
in its own right and a translation of a Hebrew original. In oCering a reading of the septuagintal version of the David and
Goliath narrative, the literary diCerence between the two versions of the story and the literary signiFcance of the Greek
translation are highlighted.

Benjamin J. M. Johnson Born 1982; 2012 PhD in Theology, University of Durham; since 2012 Tutor in Biblical Interpretation at
WycliCe Hall, Oxford and member of the Faculty of Theology and Religion at Oxford University.
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