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On the basis of a detailed analysis of extant texts and versions, David Andrew Teeter examines the nature and background of
deliberate scribal changes in the text of biblical law during the late Second Temple period. What were the »laws« governing this
mode of scribal production and how are the »laws« produced thereby to be understood? What are the underlying causes of
textual di erence, and what are the e ects of the resulting plurality upon the character of interpretive scriptural encounter?
What do the attested textual di erences reveal about the social history of the biblical text, and how does this relate to halakhic
diversity within Judaism of the period? The author undertakes to answer these questions in a methodologically rigorous way,
o ering a sustained examination of the nature of exegetical textual variants and their place within the multi-faceted
interpretive encounter with scripture in the late Second Temple period.
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