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What is Israel? In the Old Testament it seems self-evident, yet the answers given by current research di9er considerably. There
are two reasons for this: the various uses of the name within the Old Testament itself and the di9ering hypotheses on the base
of a common Israelite sense of belonging. Is it based on a shared faith in YHWH, on political-territorial circumstances or the
belief in a common descent? Has it changed in the course of Israel's history? Kristin Weingart investigates the use of the name
»Israel« within the Old Testament as well as the underlying concepts of Israel. She shows that the social construction of a
common descent forms the base of Israelite collective identity in the pre- as well as post-exilic periods and stands behind the
various usages of the name »Israel.«
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