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Unlike Anglo-American law, German criminal procedure is not structured as a procedure based on party prosecution. In the
main trial, the principle of ex o cio judicial investigation still applies, even if this also requires an accusation. Volker Haas deals
with the historical reasons for the inconsistencies in this procedure. He focuses on the in uence of the constitutional
monarchy and the theory of punishment on the reform of criminal procedure in the 19th century. Since these historical
reasons no longer apply today, the author concludes his work with a discussion of the consequences of this change in the law.
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