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The archaeological and historical study of the southern Levant during the 6rst millennium BCE – the Iron Age kingdoms and
their societies as well as their successors during the Persian and Hellenistic periods -has dramatically developed in recent
decades. This is the result of two common and overlapping trends: the vast archaeological exploration of the southern Levant
and the shift in the studies of biblical literature. The ten contributions in this volume demonstrate the range of questions,
methods, and theoretical frameworks employed in the current study of Judah and neighbouring regions during the 6rst
millennium BCE and beyond.
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