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Susan Sontag was an icon who went on the intellectual warpath with Zolas and Voltaire, intervening time and
again in politics. But how did Susan Lee Rosenblatt, as she was born in January 1933, come to be the
colourful figure of New York's cultural scene that she was? As a woman who loved other women and had
arrived virtually penniless with her son in late 1950s New York, how did she manage to establish herself in its
largely heterosexual male-dominated literary scene of the 60s? Stephan Isernhagen locates Sontag in the
cultural field of the east coast city and argues that the issues she was occupied with, the stances she
adopted and the channels she directed her art criticism along had influenced New York's cultural scene long
before her arrival. He works out the connection between Sontag's homosexual self-awareness, art criticism
and how strongly her work as one of history's most important female intellectuals was influenced by the
powers-of-society's repeated declaration of homosexual experience's inferiority.

Stephan Isernhagen Geboren 1980; Studium der Allgemeinen Geschichte unter besonderer
Bericksichtigung der Zeitgeschichte in Bielefeld, Paris, Baltimore und Durham, NC; 2013 Promotion an der
Universitat Bielefeld; arbeitet im Wissenschaftsmanagement.
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