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In this monograph Peter Dubovský explores the biblical and extra-biblical material in order to determine whether the preexilic temple underwent any reconstructions. The study of ancient Near Eastern material provides a background to how and
why temples changed. The author's work is dedicated to the study of notes and comments spread over various parts of the
Bible. He argues that there is enough evidence to prove that the pre-exilic temple of Jerusalem underwent important
changes. What then can we say about 1 Kings 6–8 that attribute the construction of the temple in its full glory to Solomon?
Thumbing through the commentaries on 1 Kings is su cient to persuade even the most casual reader that the text is full of
problems. The syntax is often incomprehensible, the grammar is unclear, and above all the di erent manuscripts disagree
on the description of the rst temple. Peter Dubovský's basic presupposition is that since the temple represented the most
important building/institution in ancient Israel, it was only natural that the texts describing the temple underwent several
redactions and were often glossed. He synthetizes the results and proposes a chronological development of the temple of
Jerusalem as well as a minimalist version and also ventures to o er a more nuanced model. This conclusion, on the one
hand, should be ultimately confronted with the results of archaeological excavation once they become available; on the
other hand, this study can point to some nuances that only a text can preserve and no archaeologist can ever unearth.
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