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This volume collects thirty essays by Shaye J.D. Cohen. First published between 1980 and 2006, these essays deal with a wide
variety of themes and texts: Jewish Hellenism; Josephus; the Synagogue; Conversion to Judaism; Blood and Impurity; the
boundary between Judaism and Christianity. What unites them is their philological orientation. Many of these essays are close
studies of obscure passages in Jewish and Christian texts. The essays are united too by their common assumption that the
ancient world was a single cultural continuum; that ancient Judaism, in all its expressions and varieties, was a Hellenism; and
that texts written in Hebrew share a world of discourse with those written in Greek. Many of these essays are well-known and
have been much discussed in contemporary scholarship. Among these are: »The SigniBcance of Yavneh« (the title essay),
»Patriarchs and Scholarchs,« »Masada: Literary Tradition, Archaeological Remains, and the Credibility of Josephus,«
»Epigraphical Rabbis,« »The Conversion of Antoninus,« »Menstruants and the Sacred in Judaism and Christianity,« and »A Brief
History of Jewish Circumcision Blood."
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