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In this volume, C. L. Crouch and Jeremy M. Hutton o er a data-driven approach to translation practice in the Iron Age. The
authors build on and reinforce Crouch's conclusions in her former work about Deuteronomy and the Akkadian treaty
tradition, employing Hutton's »Optimal Translation« theory to analyze the Akkadian-Aramaic bilingual inscription from Tell
Fekheriyeh. The authors argue that the inscription exhibits an isomorphic style of translation and only the occasional use of
dynamic replacement sets. They apply these ndings to other proposed instances of Iron Age translation from Akkadian into
dialects of Northwest Semitic, including the relationship between Deuteronomy and the Succession Treaty of Esarhaddon and
the relationship between the treaty of Aššur-nerari V with Matiʾilu and the Se re treaties. The authors then argue that the
lexical and syntactic changes in these cases diverge so signi cantly from the model established by Tell Fekheriyeh as to
exclude the possibility that these treaties constitute translational relationships.
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