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The underlying perspective of the present volume contributes to the recent historical debate on Yahwistic diversity in the
Persian and the Hellenistic periods. A broad variety of di;erent Yahwistic (and not necessarily Jewish) groups existed inside
and outside Judah during the sixth to ?rst century BCE, for example in Egypt (Elephantine/Jeb and Alexandria), Babylonia (al-
Yahudu), Samaria, and Idumea.
The main objective of the volume lies in the literary-historical implications of this diversity: How did these groups or their
interactions with one another inDuence the formation of the Hebrew Bible as well as its complex textual transmission? This
perspective has not been suFciently pursued in the more religious and historically oriented research before.
The volume comprises thirteen articles by renowned international specialists in the ?eld, which aim at closing this gap in the
scholarly discussion.
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