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Häner, Tobias

Ironie und Ambiguität im Ijobbuch

2024. Approx. 560 pages. 
forthcoming in June 

ISBN 9783161624025
cloth approx. 170,00 €

ISBN 9783161627149
eBook PDF 170,00 €

Taking up a recent trend in studies on the book of Job, Tobias Häner centers his work on irony and ambiguity in the text to
show that both rhetorical features appear throughout the book and point to the �niteness of human cognitive faculty.

Survey of contents

1. Einleitung: Ironie und Ambiguität als Themen der Ijobforschung
2. Ironie und Ambiguität – Bedeutung, Relevanz und Adäquanz zweier BegriJe
3. Der literarische Kontext des Ijobbuches
4. Ironie und Ambiguität im Prolog (Ijob 1–2)
5. Ironie und Ambiguität in Monolog und Dialog (Ijob 3–37)
6. Ironie und Ambiguität in den Gottesreden (Ijob 38–41)
7. Ironie und Ambiguität im Epilog (Ijob 42,7–17)
8. Konklusion

Carr, David M.

From Sources to Scrolls and Beyond

Essays on the Study of the Pentateuch

2024. Approx. 420 pages. 
forthcoming in May 

ISBN 9783161632235
cloth approx. 150,00 €

ISBN 9783161632242
eBook PDF approx. 150,00 €

This volume collects thirteen essays by David M. Carr which join the study of the formation of the Pentateuch with research
on other topics, from material history to animal studies. It begins with a detailed history of the last half-century of scholarship
on the formation of the Pentateuch along with more general essays on the rationale for such study and on other
methodological issues in Pentateuchal research. Two subsequent sections collect essays on intertextuality and on the material
history of the �ve-scroll Pentateuchal collection. The volume concludes with essays linking such research with other areas, e.g.
the question of the »author« in literary studies and questions about relations between humans and other animals in animal
studies. Each chapter is prefaced with an introduction providing background on the context and problems addressed in the
essay.

The Formation of Biblical Texts

Chronicling the Legacy of Gary N. Knoppers

Edited by Deirdre N. Fulton, Kenneth A. Ristau, Jonathan S. Greer, and Margaret E. Cohen

Volume 176
2024. XI, 494 pages. 

ISBN 9783161607417
cloth 164,00 €

ISBN 9783161627569
eBook PDF 164,00 €

Questions concerning the composition and formation of biblical texts have dominated many of the current discussions in
biblical studies, especially relating to the relationship between the Pentateuch and the (so-called) Deuteronomistic History,
how these texts may have functioned as a corpus (or related corpora), and interconnections among these texts and those of
Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. As appreciation has grown for the potential text production in Judah and Samaria during the
Persian and Hellenistic periods, the discussion has expanded to incorporate explorations of the way that textual criticism –
particularly as it relates to the relationships among the Samaritan Pentateuch, the Septuagint, Qumran corpus, and the
Masoretic Text – and literary criticism intersect. In this volume, leading voices come together to tackle questions about the
composition and formation of the Hebrew Bible and the future directions of such studies in honor of Gary N. Knoppers.

Survey of contents

I. Introduction

II. Gary Knoppers: List of Publications

III. »Rethinking the Relationship between Deuteronomy and the Deuteronomistic History«: The Formation of the Primary
and Deuteronomistic Histories
Steven L. McKenzie  Gary Knoppers on the Deuteronomistic History – Bernard M. Levinson  Contributions to the Study of
Kingship in the Pentateuch and the Deuteronomistic History – Jonathan S. Greer  Recasting the Sin of the Calf: The Deference
of Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12 and the Formation of the Earliest History of Israel and Judah – JeJ Rop  Elisha's Secret Demons:
Philanderer, Fraud, Traitor, Murderer – Mark Lackowski  Samson among the Deuteronomists – Konrad Schmid  Was There
Ever a Primary History? – Baruch Halpern  Who Lost the Book of the Torah?

IV. »Great Among His Colleagues«: Gary Knopper's Contributions to the Study of the Book of Chronicles
Thomas Römer  What is a Discovered Book Good For?: Josiah's Reforms and the Finding of the Book in 2 Kgs 22¬-23 and 2 Chr
34–35 – Ehud Ben Zvi  Chronicles and the Concept of the »Twelve Tribes of Israel« – James VanderKam  The Priestly List in 1
Chronicles 5:27–41 (English 6:1–15) – Christine Mitchell  Commonalities without Equivalence – Melody Knowles  The Treatment
of Ps 132 in 11QPsa (11Q5) and Chronicles: Politics and Religious Practices in the Second Temple Period – Kenneth A. Ristau
One Nation Under David: An Ideological Innovation in Chronicles

V. »Negotiating Identity in an International Context«: The Text of Ezra-Nehemiah and the Twelve
Tamara Cohn Eskenazi  ConWict and Marriage and the Holy in Ezra 9–10 – Louis C. Jonker  Achaemenid Language Politics in
Ezra-Nehemiah – Deirdre N. Fulton  »The Enemy Without or Within?« Revisiting Identity in Ezra-Nehemiah – Manfred Oeming
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In the Beginning of the Age of Coins: The Power and Money and the Possibilities of »the Fear of God« According to Nehemiah 5
– John Kessler  The Silence of Exile: The Meaning, Function, and Signi�cance of the »Calls of Silence« in the Book of the Twelve:
Zeph 1:7, Hab 2:20, and Zech 2:17[13]

VI. »Two Nations under God«: The In8uence of Northern Israel and Samaritan studies on the Formation of Biblical Texts
Sidnie White Crawford  The Samaritan Pentateuch and the Masoretic Pentateuch: More Evidence for a Common Ancestor
from their Scribal Practices – Magnar Kartveit  What the Pre-Samaritan Texts Can Tell Us About the History of the Pentateuch in
the Hellenistic Period – Reinhard Pummer  Cultural Exchange Between Samaritans and Jews in Late Antiquity: Selected Case
Studies – H. G. M. Williamson  Did Isaiah Refer to the Samaritans?

Gertz, Jan Christian

Studien zum Buch Genesis

Volume 175
2023. XII, 397 pages. 

ISBN 9783161623806
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161623813
eBook PDF 154,00 €

This volume includes studies by Jan Christian Gertz in which he addresses the history of the origin and interpretation of the
Book of Genesis, the signi�cance of the biblical Primeval History in the context of the literary and intellectual history of the
ancient Near East, and the question of the relationship of Genesis to the subsequent Exodus narrative.

Survey of contents

1. Jean Astruc und die Quellenscheidung in der Genesis
2. Quellenscheidung und Redaktionskritik im Buch Genesis
3. Die Entstehung der biblischen Urgeschichte
4. Antibabylonische Polemik im priesterlichen Schöpfungsbericht?
5. Von Adam zu Enosch. Überlegungen zur Entstehungsgeschichte von Genesis 2–4
6. »Im Schweiße deines Angesichts ...« Alttestamentliche Perspektiven zum Thema »Sinn der Arbeit – Ethos der Arbeit«
7. Lesarten der Erzählung von Kain und Abel
8. Genesis 5 – Priesterliche Redaktion, Komposition oder Quellenschrift?
9. Beobachtungen zum literarischen Charakter und geistesgeschichtlichen Ort der nicht-priesterschriftlichen SintWuterzählung
10. Noah und die Propheten. Rezeption und Reformulierung eines altorientalischen Mythos
11. Gottes Reue, Noahs Rettung und Jeremias Umkehrpredigt. Anmerkungen zur traditionsgeschichtlichen und
literarhistorischen Verhältnisbestimmung von Genesis 6,5–8; 8,20–22 und Jeremia 18,7–12
12. Hams Sündenfall und Kanaans ErbWuch. Anmerkungen zur kompositionsgeschichtlichen Stellung von Genesis 9,18–29
13. Ham und die Hamiten. Anmerkungen zu einer kulturgeschichtlich bedeutsamen ethnogeographischen Klassi�zierung in
der biblischen Urgeschichte
14. Babel im Rücken und das Land vor Augen. Anmerkungen zum Abschluss der Urgeschichte und zum Anfang der
Erzählungen von den Erzeltern Israels
15. Abraham, Mose und der Exodus. Beobachtungen zur Redaktionsgeschichte von Genesis 15
16. Wie Jakob zu seinem Großvater gekommen ist. Anmerkungen zur Komposition der nicht-priesterschriftlichen
Erzelternerzählung
17. Zusammenhang, Trennung und Selbständigkeit der Bücher Genesis und Exodus im priesterlichen und nachpriesterlichen
Pentateuch

Childs, Brevard S.

Canon as Rule and Guide

Collected Essays

Edited by Daniel R. Driver

Volume 174
2023. XXXVI, 574 pages. 

ISBN 9783161593451
cloth 179,00 €

ISBN 9783161627040
eBook PDF 179,00 €

The �fty-two essays collected here span half a century of biblical scholarship. Together they provide a view into the history of
Old Testament studies from the vantage of a scholar who worked to integrate his command of it with several cognate
disciplines, including New Testament, Biblical Theology, and the history of interpretation. Canon is a rule and guide: this is a
ubiquitous concern in the work of Brevard Childs. As he argues, scripture has been shaped with frameworks for
interpretation, guidelines built into it through a complex editorial process that resulted in a multifaceted canon with two
Testaments. Scripture is a canon and rule of faith that in turn shapes the church's confession and life of faith. This approach to
scripture entails a holistic view that touches the Bible's composition and reception histories as well as its enduring claim on
living communities of faith.

Survey of contents

Editor's Introduction
Part I. Early Studies (1958–1967)
Part II. Canonical Reformulations (1969–1980)
Part III. Canon and Biblical Theology (1981–1992)
Part IV. Recovering Theological Exegesis (1994–2005)
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Achenbach, Reinhard

Tora in der Perserzeit

Gesammelte Studien zu Theologie und Rechtsgeschichte Judas

Volume 173
2023. X, 488 pages. 

ISBN 9783161544132
cloth 164,00 €

ISBN 9783161544149
eBook PDF 164,00 €

Reinhard Achenbach oJers a collection of studies on the redactional composition of the Pentateuch, the history of institutions,
on concepts of international law, and the rights of foreigners in the scribal tradition of Judah during the Second Temple Period
in the Persian Empire (539–333 B.C.E.). He examines the changes in theological ideas, priestly institutions, sacral rules, and
purity law in the tension between the pursuit for religious autonomy in the community and Jewish monotheism's claim of
universal signi�cance.

Gaß, Erasmus

Gott, Gewalt und die Landnahme Israels

Eine literarhistorische Analyse von Josua 9–12

Volume 172
2023. VIII, 484 pages. 

ISBN 9783161624056
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161627699
eBook PDF 159,00 €

In this study, Erasmus Gaß analyzes the redaction history of the conquest narratives in Josh. 9–12. It is apparent that many
redactors worked on this text, which is indicated not only by the idiolect but also by the references to Deut. and the text-critical
deviations. The texts examined here show how Deuteronomist redactors in particular introduced their theological
conceptions.

Torah in Early Jewish Imaginations

Edited by Ariel Feldman and Timothy J. Sandoval

Volume 171
2023. XI, 231 pages. 

ISBN 9783161626647
cloth 124,00 €

ISBN 9783161626654
eBook PDF 124,00 €

Torah is a topic of keen interest among scholars of the Bible and Second Temple Judaism. The Hellenistic age especially
witnessed an undeniable textual pluriformity of not only the Pentateuch (Torah), but of a host of other works concerned with
traditions of authoritative »teaching« or »instruction« (torah ) that was related in complex ways to books that would become
part of the Hebrew Bible. In the Second Temple period, the term torah  was thus a robustly multivalent term, deployed in
discourses emerging from diJerent contexts, and toward a range of rhetorical ends. The essays in this volume employ a
plethora of methodologies to oJer innovative studies of a range of early Jewish literature – including texts from the Hebrew
Bible, the so-called Apocrypha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Septuagint – that is concerned in diJerent ways with Torah /
torah .

Survey of contents

Ariel Feldman/Timothy J. Sandoval:  Introduction − Richard J. Bautch:  The Pentateuchal Redaction: An Exercise in Scribal
Imagination − Steven D. Fraade:  »Bringing the Messiah(s) Through Law«: ReWections from the Hebrew Bible, the Dead Sea
Scrolls, and Some Successors − Carol A. Newsom:  Access to Knowledge and Resistance to Genesis 2–3 in Mid-Second Temple
Texts − Daniel A. Machiela:  An Ancestral Pattern for Diaspora Life in the Aramaic Literature from Qumran − Ariel Feldman:
The Song of the Sea in the Writings of Early Judaism − Joseph McDonald:  Exodus as Chosen Trauma, Exodus as Chosen Glory:
Group Identity Formation among Ancient Israelites, Jews of the Hellenistic Diaspora, and Modern Ethiopian Jews − Jonathan
Kaplan:  Leviticus and the Rewriting of the Torah in 1QWords of Moses (1Q22) − Jeremy L. Williams:  The Rhetorical Use of
Blasphemy for Criminalization from Leviticus 24:10–23 to Acts 6:8 – 7:60 − Timothy J. Sandoval:  Satirical Elements in Tobit?
Tobit's Torah Ethics in GII versus GI − Judith H. Newman:  Trickery as Virtue? Reworking the Torah's Trickster in the Book of
Judith − Kelley Coblentz-Bautch:  The Law and the Prophet: Reading 1 Maccabees in the Days of John Hyrcanus

The Pentateuch and Its Readers

Edited by Joel S. Baden and Jeffrey Stackert

Volume 170
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Volume 170
2023. VIII, 454 pages. 

ISBN 9783161608209
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161608216
eBook PDF 159,00 €

This volume celebrates the contribution of Baruch J. Schwartz to the �eld of biblical studies through essays that treat the
major foci of his research. These include the Pentateuch and its composition; priesthood, cult, and Priestly texts; major
religious ideas expressed in the Hebrew Bible; and the reception of biblical texts and ideas (especially those related to the
Pentateuch). A special emphasis of the essays on Pentateuchal composition is the neo-documentarian approach that Schwartz
has long championed and taught to his students.

Survey of contents

Joel S. Baden:  Despoiling the Egyptians − Mira Balberg:  Impurity without Danger: A Mishnaic Reading of the Priestly ḥattat  −
Simeon Chavel:  Intergenerational Punishment: A New History − David Ben-Gad HaCohen:  And [Jacob] Named Himself, El (is)
My God – Israel (Gen 33:20) − Guy Darshan:  The Tent of Meeting in Samuel and Kings − Raanan Eichler:  3s Verbs with
Inde�nite Subjects in the Tabernacle Pericopes of Exodus − Liane Feldman:  Misplaced Places: Redaction and the Priestly
Wilderness Itinerary − Tova Ganzel:  4Q385 (Pseudo-Ezekiel) in the Context of Ezekiel's Restoration − Itamar Kislev:  A
Sanctuary without the Ark: The Cultic Shrine at Gibeon according to Chronicles − Ariel Kopilovitz:  A Glimpse into Ancient
Israel's Priesthood: The Priestly School's Writings of the Pre-Exilic Period − David Lambert:  What is Tôrâ? − Naphtali S. Meshel
et al.:  Cross-Reference and »Borgesian« Slippage in Leviticus 1–5 − Dodani Orstav:  The Second Ascent of Moses for the
Inscription of the Tablets: A Case of Literary Development − Ariel Seri-Levi:  The Yahwistic Account of the Theophany at Sinai:
The Establishment of the Divine Presence − Sarah Shectman:  »She Shall Be Burned with Fire«: Femininity and Intersectionality
in the Bible's Priestly Source − Benjamin D. Sommer:  Tradition and Change in Priestly Law: On the Internal Coherence of the
Priestly Worldview − JeJrey Stackert:  Creation, Sanctuary, and the Priority of the Priestly Story − Eran Viezel:  The Author of the
Book of Job in the Jewish Tradition throughout the Ages

Ede, Franziska

Vom Prophetenbuch zum Prophetenpescher

Das Buch Habakuk und seine Auslegung in 1QpHab

Volume 169
2023. XI, 266 pages. 

ISBN 9783161616228
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161618536
eBook PDF 129,00 €

In this study, Franziska Ede oJers an exegesis of the prophetic book of Habakkuk and its reception in Qumran, that is the so-
called Pesher Habakkuk (1QpHab.) The main interest lies in the hermeneutic self-conception of both the biblical and non-
biblical authors. In this regard, the author illustrates how theological perspectives, which originate within the biblical book, are
resumed and appropriated in Pesher Habakkuk.

Book-Seams in the Hexateuch II

The Book of Deuteronomy and its Literary Transitions

Edited by Christoph Berner, Stephen Germany, and Harald Samuel

Volume 168
2023. IX, 366 pages. 

ISBN 9783161609022
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161609039
eBook PDF 139,00 €

Biblical books, which were transmitted on separate scrolls in antiquity, are not necessarily identical with books in the modern
sense of a coherent and self-contained compositional unit. Especially the books of the Primary History constitute a larger
master narrative. This raises the question of how the distribution of the text over diJerent scrolls relates to its compositional
history. Were the respective books conceived as physically separate parts of a multivolume composition (whether Pentateuch,
Hexateuch, Deuteronomistic History or Enneateuch) from the outset, or are we dealing with a more complex development of
originally independent compositional units that were only connected or separated by later redaction? The present volume
addresses these issues with respect to the book transitions of Deuteronomy, whose relatively freestanding literary shape sets
it apart among the books of the Hexateuch.

Survey of contents

Introduction
Part I: The Literary Transition between the Books of Numbers and Deuteronomy
1. Material Evidence – Stephen Germany:  The Attestation of the Book-Seam between Numbers and Deuteronomy in the Early
Textual Witnesses – 2. Literary-Historical Approaches – 2.1. History of Research – Raik Heckl:  Der literarische Übergang
zwischen den Büchern Numeri und Deuteronomium in der Forschungsgeschichte – 2.2. Contemporary Approaches – Christian
Frevel:  Die Buchnaht zwischen Numeri und Deuteronomium. Komposition, Literargeschichte und Rechtshermeneutik –
Nathan MacDonald:  The Daughters of Zelophehad and the Legal Hermeneutics of the Pentateuch – Reinhard Achenbach:  Die
»Buchnähte« zwischen Numeri und Deuteronomium. Schriftrollen, Réécrituren, Kompilationen, Rollentrennungen. Eine
Antwort auf C. Frevel und N. MacDonald

Part II: The Literary Transition between the Books of Deuteronomy and Joshua
1. Material Evidence – Stephen Germany:  The Attestation of the Book-Seam between Deuteronomy and Joshua in the Early
Textual Witnesses – 2. Literary-Historical Approaches – 2.1. History of Research – Erasmus Gaß:  Joshua 1 as a Beginning or
Continuation? Perspectives from the History of Research – 2.2. Contemporary Approaches – Stephen Germany:  The Literary
Transition from Deuteronomy 34 to Joshua 1 – Joachim J. Krause:  Der literarische Übergang in Deuteronomium 34 und Josua 1
– Philip Y. Yoo:  Before and After the Death of Moses: The Literary Transition between Deuteronomy and Joshua – Reinhard G.
Kratz:  Eine Methode – Drei Hypothesen. Eine Replik auf die Beiträge von Stephen Germany, Joachim J. Krause und Philip Y. Yoo
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Part III: The Larger Context
Christophe L. Nihan:  The Reception of Priestly Traditions in Deuteronomy: The Case of Deuteronomy's Laws of Centralization
– Julia Rhyder:  Cultic Centralization and Deuteronomy's InWuence in the Pentateuch: The Laws of Deuteronomy 12, Exodus
20:22–26, and Leviticus 17 Revisited – Katharina Pyschny:  Der Aufstand Korachs, Datans und Abirams in Numeri 16–17 und
sein Verhältnis zu Deuteronomium 11,2–7. Zur Frage von buchübergreifenden kompositions- und redaktionsgeschichtlichen
Zusammenhängen in den Büchern Numeri und Deuteronomium – Zev Farber:  The Samaritan Book(s) of Joshua: Composition
and Reception History – Olivier Artus:  The Two and a Half Transjordanian Tribes (Numbers 32; Deuteronomy 3:12b-20)

Part IV: Résumé
Reinhard Müller:  Die Buchnähte des Deuteronomiums. Ein Resümee

Social Groups behind Biblical Traditions

Identity Perspectives from Egypt, Transjordan, Mesopotamia, and Israel in the Second Temple Period

Edited by Benedikt Hensel, Bartosz Adamczewski, and Dany Nocquet

Volume 167
2023. VIII, 267 pages. 

ISBN 9783161618871
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161623516
eBook PDF 129,00 €

Is the Hebrew Bible purely a product of Jerusalem or were there various social groups who each played a role in its
development during the Second Temple period? This is the guiding question of the present volume, which �lls a crucial gap in
recent research by combining current literary-historical, redactional and text-historical analysis of the Hebrew Bible with the
latest results pertaining to the pluriform social and religious shape of early Judaism. For the �rst time, the thirteen articles in
this volume address the phenomenon of religious plurality by bringing together archaeological, (religious-) historical, and
literary-critical approaches. The articles by internationally renowned scholars cover the panorama of currently known social
groups of Yahwistic character and the impact of this phenomenon on the making of the Hebrew Bible – from the Persian
period to the time of Qumran.

Survey of contents

Benedikt Hensel  : Introduction to the Volume Social Groups behind Biblical Traditions

Part I: Emerging Judaism, Yahwistic Plurality, and the Making of the Hebrew Bible: A Classi>cation of the Phenomena in
the Overall Context of Hebrew Bible Studies
Benedikt Hensel  : Who Wrote the Bible? Understanding Redactors and Social Groups behind Biblical Traditions in the Context
of Plurality within Emerging Judaism

Part II: »Inside the Land of Israel«: Di@erent Perspectives in Handling Diversity Inside Judah and Samaria
Yigal Levin  : What Did Ezra and Nehemiah Have against Mixed Marriages? − Charlotte Hempel  : Yahwistic Diversity in the
Land of Israel: The Contribution of the Dead Sea Scrolls − Dalit Regev/Uzi Greenfeld  : The Persian Pottery from Salvage
Excavations at Har Gerizim (2019–2021): Preliminary Findings − Dany Nocquet  : 1 Kgs 20 and 22, a Writing by a Prophetic
Narrator? A Reconsideration − Magnar Kartveit  : The Attitude towards the Northerners in the Book of Chronicles − Bartosz
Adamczewski  : Othniel and the Unfaithful Concubine: Two Images of the Judean Yahwism from a Northern Perspective −
Wolfgang Schütte  : The »Scroll of David« – a Samaritan Name of the Book of Samuel? 2 Sam 24 and the Text History of the
Jewish Books of Samuel and Kings

Part III: »Diaspora Perspectives«: Biblical Re8ections on Historical Realities in Egypt, Transjordan, Babylon, and Persia
Ann-Kristin Wigand  : The Judean Group of Elephantine: Reading Aramaic Literature in the Service of Achaemenid Rule −
Stephen Germany  : Gilead in 2 Samuel and the Discourse on Diaspora during the Persian Period – C. L. Crouch  : Involuntary
Migration, Strategies of Identity Construction, and Religious Diversity after 586 BCE − Kishiya Hidaka  : Leviticus 26 and the Pro-
Babylonian-Golah and Pro-Diaspora Redactions in the Context of Identity Formation and ConWict of Yahwistic Groups in the
Persian Period − Vjatscheslav Dreier  : The Theological Pro�le of the Masoretic Book of Esther in the Context of Diverse Yhwh
Communities

Behrens, Achim

Das Wort Gottes im Kontext alttestamentlicher Hermeneutik

Untersuchungen zum Wort Gottes und zum Gottesbild im Alten Testament

Volume 166
2023. XII, 402 pages. 

ISBN 9783161622465
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161622472
eBook PDF 154,00 €

The Hebrew Bible/Old Testament is read in religious practice as the »Word of God.« Achim Behrens asks to what extent the
writings of this collection have understood themselves in this way and what images of God are evoked in the process. DiJerent
aspects are thereby linked by an intertextual canonical network to a coherent theological history of reWection.

Survey of contents

1 Grundfragen
2 Das Alte und das Neue Testament
3 »Schriftprinzip«, »Wort Gottes« und das Alte Testament
4 Exegetische Einblicke: das alttestamentliche Selbstverständnis als Wort Gottes
5 Intertextuelle Kanonizität
6 Das Bild des biblischen Gottes als Einheit in Aspekten
7 Zusammenfassung
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Ebach, Ruth

Trügende Prophetenworte

Zum Umgang mit falscher und unerfüllter Prophetie im Alten Testament im Kontext altorientalischer

und antiker Divination

Volume 165
2023. XII, 396 pages. 

ISBN 9783161611773
cloth 164,00 €

ISBN 9783161611780
eBook PDF 164,00 €

In antiquity, prophecy functioned as a means of (political) decision-making, which is why the trustworthiness of prophetic
words had to be veri�ed. Ruth Ebach examines the criteria in the Old Testament used in dealing with prophetic words as they
are to be found in literary prophecy and in legal texts and shows that the interpretation of experienced and remembered
history is inWuenced by prophetic words, and how this is done.

Survey of contents

1. Einleitung
1.1 Forschungsüberblick
1.2 Vorgehen

2. Prophetie im Alten Orient, Ägypten und Griechenland
2.1 Auswahl der Vergleichstexte und Fragestellung
2.2 Altbabylonische Prophetie (Mari): Divination und die Frage der Legitimation und Überprüfbarkeit
2.3 Neuassyrische Prophetie: Rebellion, Prophetische KonWikte und Königskritik
2.4 Neubabylonische und spätbabylonische Belege für Prophetie
2.5 Divination und die Achämenidenherrscher: Die politische Gefahr durch Lüge und Trug und die zentrale Stellung des
Gesetzes
2.6 Ägyptische Belege: Prophetie und / oder Apokalyptik?
2.7 Griechische Divination: Die Rolle der Mantiker in der politischen Entscheidungs�ndung
2.8 Prophetie im Alten Orient, Ägypten und Griechenland: Ansatzpunkte für die Beschreibung falscher und unerfüllter
Prophetie im Alten Testament

3. Kriterien zur Beurteilung von Prophetie und Propheten
3.1 Das Verhalten der Propheten und der Inhalt ihrer Botschaft als Kriterium
3.2 Der Verlauf der Ereignisse als Argument: Das deuteronomistische Erfüllungskriterium
3.3 Die göttliche Verantwortung für falsche Prophetie: Jhwh verleitet die Propheten
3.4 Unerfüllte Prophetie und falsche Propheten – Ergebnisse

4. Zum (literarischen) Umgang mit prophetischen Ankündigungen
4.1 Die Korrespondenz von Verheißung und Erfüllung als Strukturmerkmal deuteronomistischer Erzählwerke
4.2 Der Tod der Könige
4.3 Noch einmal Leben und Tod eines Herrschers: Der Tod des Aramäerkönigs Ben-Hadad und Elisas Ankündigung (2 Kön 8,7–
15)
4.4 Die Rolle der prophetischen Gestalten in den Chronikbüchern
4.5 Das sich in der Geschichte (nicht) erfüllende Wort – Ergebnisse

5. Der Rückgang neuer Propheten und die Falschpropheten in der frühen Rezeptionsgeschichte: Entschiedene Kon8ikte
und neue Aktualisierungen
5.1 Ein eingeschränktes Ende der Propheten und ein Wandel im Prophetie-Verständnis
5.2 Hebräische und aramäische Belege und die Listen der Falschpropheten
5.3 Griechische Belege
5.4 Kontinuitäten und Diskontinuitäten im Umgang mit falschen Propheten – Ergebnisse

6. Umgang mit falscher und unerfüllter Prophetie im Alten Testament im  Kontext altorientalischer und antiker Divination
– Ergebnisse
6.1 Prophetie im Kontext der Politik
6.2 Unerfüllte Prophetie, aber keine Falschpropheten
6.3 Erfüllte Prophetie und Geschichtstheologie

Hutzli, Jürg

The Origins of P

Literary Profiles and Strata of the Priestly Texts in Genesis 1 – Exodus 40

Volume 164
2023. XI, 447 pages. 

ISBN 9783161615450
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161616419
eBook PDF

In this study, Jürg Hutzli analyses all Priestly texts in Genesis-Exodus. He evaluates crucial questions concerning P, namely
inner strati�cation, literary pro�le, historical setting, and relationship to the non-P »environment« separately for each Priestly
unit or section. An important result of the author's study is the conclusion that the Priestly texts form a stratum that is more
composite and less homogeneous than previously thought. Single units like Gen. 1, the Priestly Wood story, and the Priestly
Abraham narrative have their own distinct theologies that do not �t that of the comprehensive Priestly composition in every
respect. Furthermore, as recent studies point out, the literary pro�le of P is not the same in every section (either a source or a
redaction). The author evaluates these observations diachronically for an inner diJerentiation of the Priestly strand.

Survey of contents

Preface
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I. Introduction
1.1 State of Research and Preliminary Considerations concerning Pro�les and Strata of the Priestly Literature
1.2 Methodological Considerations

II. Analyses of the Priestly Texts in Genesis 1-Exodus 40
2.1 The Creation Account in Genesis 1:1–2:4a
2.2 The Genealogy in Genesis 5
2.3 The Priestly Flood Account in Genesis 6–9
2.4 The Priestly Table of Nations in Genesis 10
2.5 The Genealogy in Genesis 11:10–26
2.6 The Priestly Ancestral Narrative in Genesis 11:27–50:13
2.7 The Priestly Texts in Exodus 1–12: Israel's Stay in Egypt and Exodus
2.8 The Priestly Story of the Miracle at Sea in Exodus 14
2.9 The Priestly Texts in Exodus 16–20: Israel Moves to Sinai
2.10 The Priestly Texts in Exodus 24:15b-40:38: The Tabernacle Account

III. Synthesis
3.1 Stratigraphy of P: Sources and Redactions in the Priestly Texts of Genesis 1-Exodus 40
3.2 The Literary Pro�le of the Priestly Texts in Genesis 1-Exodus 40
3.3 The Literary-Historical Relationship between the Priestly and non-Priestly Strata in Genesis 1-Exodus 40

Witte, Markus

Von der Weisheit Gottes und der Menschen

Studien zur israelitisch-jüdischen Weisheit

Volume 163
2023. X, 246 pages. 

ISBN 9783161620980
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161620997
eBook PDF 129,00 €

In this collection of essays, Markus Witte oJers a survey of genres in the wisdom literature of the Old Testament as well as
exegetical and thematic case studies of the books of Job, Ben Sira, Wisdom of Solomon, and the Psalms of Solomon. The
author focusses especially on reWections on the justice and power of God, on human knowledge, and on good and evil. He
thereby demonstrates the contribution of early Jewish wisdom to the Hellenistic culture of knowledge and to biblical theology.

Survey of contents

1. Einleitung
2. Literarische Gattungen in der alttestamentlichen Weisheit
3. Hiob als jüdisches, christliches und paganes Werk – Überlegungen zur Hermeneutik heiliger Schriften
4. Hiobs letzte Worte
5. Kosmologie und Schöpfungsvorstellungen in Hiob 38 nach der Septuaginta
6. Beobachtungen zur Bedeutung und Funktion der BegriJe σωτηρία und σῴζειν im griechischen Buch Hiob
7. Menschenbilder des Sirachbuchs
8. Beobachtungen zum Abrahamporträt des Sirachbuchs (Sir 44,19–21)
9. Gelebte und reWektierte Religion in der Sapientia Salomonis
10. Gott und das Böse. Beobachtungen zur Theologie und Anthropologie der Sapientia Salomonis
11. Psalmen Salomos 3. Vom Gotteslob der Gerechten
12. Vom Glauben an den Allmächtigen und von der Bosheit des Menschen. Fünf Thesen aus der Perspektive des Alten
Testaments

Brodersen, Alma

The Beginning of the Biblical Canon and Ben Sira

Volume 162
2022. XIII, 257 pages. 

ISBN 9783161615993
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161619922
eBook PDF

The Book of Ben Sira, written in Hebrew in the early second century BCE, is often regarded as containing the earliest
references to the canon of the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament. In contrast, Alma Brodersen examines methodological and
historical issues regarding the beginning of the biblical canon and Ben Sira, and demonstrates that the book itself – as distinct
from the later Prologue to its Greek translation – does not actually refer to texts as canonical. In addition, a systematic analysis
of key passages in Ben Sira 38–39 and 44–50 in Hebrew and Greek uncovers similarities with other ancient texts which are not
canonical today but preserved in the Dead Sea Scrolls. Far from proving the existence of the biblical canon in his day, Ben
Sira's book indicates instead the importance of oral teaching and the relevance of a wide range of traditions.

Survey of contents

1. The Beginning of the Biblical Canon and Ben Sira
1.1. Introduction
1.2. Languages
1.3. Canonical Categories
1.4. Intertextual References
1.5. Aim and Structure of the Study

2. Historical Contexts of Ben Sira
2.1. Date and Historical Setting of Ben Sira
2.2. Writing at the Time of Ben Sira
2.3. Writing in the Book of Ben Sira
2.4. Conclusion

Forschungen zum Alten Testament
Last updated: 13/03/2024 Page 8 of 59

mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/www.mohrsiebeck.com


3. Greek Prologue to Ben Sira
3.1. Introduction
3.2. Greek Text and Translation
3.3. Analysis
3.4. Key Terms: Law, Prophets, and Writings
3.5. The Prologue and the Question of Canon
3.6. Conclusion

4. Ben Sira 38:24–39:11
4.1. Introduction
4.2. Hebrew Text and Translation
4.3. Greek Text and Translation
4.4. Comparative Analysis
4.5. Sir 38:24–39:11 and the Question of Canon
4.6. Conclusion

5. Ben Sira 44–50: Survey
5.1. Introduction
5.2. Textual Basis
5.3. Comparative Analysis
5.4. Sir 44–50 and the Question of Canon
5.5. Figures and the Question of Quotation
5.6. Conclusion

6. Ben Sira 44–50: Case Studies
6.1. Selection of Case Studies
6.2. Enoch (Sir 44:16; 49:14)
6.3. Judges (Sir 46:11–12)
6.4. Isaiah (Sir 48:17–25)
6.5. Job (Sir 49:9)
6.6. Twelve Prophets (Sir 49:10)
6.7. Conclusion

7. Results
7.1. The Beginning of the Biblical Canon and Ben Sira
7.2. Implications
7.3. Concluding Summary

Nõmmik, Urmas

Die Erzelternerzählungen im Lichte höfischer Erzählkunst

Motivkritische Studien zu den Überlieferungen von Lot, Isaak, Rebekka und Jakob

Volume 161
2023. XIII, 309 pages. 

ISBN 9783161597824
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161597831
eBook PDF 139,00 €

Urmas Nõmmik studies the beginnings of the patriarchal narratives speci�cally in the context of the royal courts of ancient
Israel and Judah. A redaction-critical approach combined with motif criticism allows an insight into connections between the
oldest texts in Genesis and the ancient Near Eastern royal traditions.

Historical Settings, Intertextuality, and Biblical Theology

Essays in Honor of Marvin A. Sweeney

Edited by Hyun Chul Paul Kim, Tyler D. Mayfield, and Hye Kyung Park

Volume 160
2022. XV, 410 pages. 

ISBN 9783161617904
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161619809
eBook PDF 154,00 €

The contributors to this volume address three central approaches in biblical interpretation: historical settings, intertextuality,
and biblical theology. The �rst section traces and reassesses the multifaceted aspects relevant to the historical settings of the
ancient texts, writers, and worlds. The second section describes the comparative analysis of biblical literature, with inner-
biblical or non-biblical texts, not only to improve textual meanings but also to deepen the relationship between biblical texts
and their contexts. The �nal section highlights theological approaches to the Hebrew Bible, addressing the themes of Jewish
theology, justice, theophany, loss, and trauma, while confronting signi�cant ethical and theological challenges.

Survey of contents

Introduction
Part I – Historical Settings
Christoph Levin:  The Many and the One: Integrative Monotheism in Ancient Israel – David L. Petersen:  The Priestly Portrayal
of Jacob in Genesis – JeJrey Stackert:  On the Relation Between Textual Criticism and Source Criticism in the Pentateuch –
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Willem A. M. Beuken:  The Rhetoric of Hosea 1–2: An Agrarian Worldview Engaged in the Transmission of Prophetic Heritage –
Brent A. Strawn:  Vocatio Interrupta: Jonah's Call, Jonah's Silence, and Form Criticism – Bob Becking:  'Jerusalem Will Become a
Heap of Ruins': On the Ancient Near Eastern Background of an Image for Devastation in Micah 3:12 – Peter Machinist:  The
Dialogue of Pessimism Revisited

Part II – Intertextuality
Stephen L. Cook:  Merciful and Wrathful? Innerbiblical Interpretation of Exodus 34:6–7 – Lena-So�a Tiemeyer:  In Search of
Jonathan: The Curious Case of the Missing Prince in Modern Filmic Retellings of the David Narrative – Margaret S. Odell:  The
Abominable Image: םילולג  and the Theopolitical Roots of Idolatry in Ezekiel – Koog P. Hong:  Seeing Manasseh in the Servant's
Marred Face: A Radical Intertextual Reading of Isaiah 53 – Dalit Rom-Shiloni:  Two Prophecies in Ezekiel (14:1–11; 24:6–8) and
One Source Text (Leviticus 17): Notes on Intertextuality and Creative Interactions – James D. Nogalski:  Haggai 2:17, 19:
Variations on a Theme – Steven S. Tuell:  Exploded Riddles and Inverted Metaphors: Subverting Tradition in Ezekiel and
Zechariah

Part III – Biblical Theology
Tamar Frankiel:  Shall the Judge of All the Earth Not Do Justice? – Mark E. Biddle:  'Shall the Judge of All the Earth Not Do What Is
Just?' (Gen 18:25): Theodicy and the Book of Jeremiah – Emmanuel Ukaegbu-Onuoha:  Hagar's Life Matters: Reading Hagar's
Story (Gen 16:1–16; 21:9–21) with the Lenses of Shawn Copeland's Theological Anthropology Model and Its Implications for
Black Bodies – Louis Stulman:  Writings to Survive: The Voices Returns in Jeremiah's Subversive Sefer – Konrad Schmid:
Orientalism and the Hebrew Bible: How the History of Science Dealt with the Historical Origins of the Idea of Laws of Nature –
Corrine Carvalho:  'Unless You Have Utterly Rejected Us': Trauma, Poetry, and Theology in Lamentations – Mariko Yakiyama:
Pauline Understanding of 'the Day of the Lord' in Relation to 'the Day of YHWH' in the Book of Zephaniah

Jeon, Jaeyoung

From the Reed Sea to Kadesh

A Redactional and Socio-Historical Study of the Pentateuchal Wilderness Narrative

Volume 159
2022. XX, 418 pages. 

ISBN 9783161612169
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161612176
eBook PDF 159,00 €

In this book, Jaeyoung Jeon traces the development of the pentateuchal wilderness story in Exodus and Numbers from its pre-
monarchic origin to the formation of the �nal form. He argues that old memories of YHWH from the southern desert area and
the move of the Transjordanian settlers to the west were merged with the memory of Egyptian oppression and that they
formed together an early tradition of exodus-wilderness in the Northern Kingdom. Although the tradition further developed
in Judah after the fall of Israel, the author argues that the major parts of the narrative story were creatively reinterpreted,
reformulated, and composed during the Persian period in the socio-historical contexts of the return from the exile and
restoration. He suggests that diverse scribal circles representing diJerent social, political, and religious positions in Yehud and
the diaspora participated in its literary formation, resulting in the wilderness narrative as a collection of scribal debates.

Authorship and the Hebrew Bible

Edited by Sonja Ammann, Katharina Pyschny, and Julia Rhyder

Volume 158
2022. XII, 277 pages. 

ISBN 9783161614903
cloth 134,00 €

ISBN 9783161614910
eBook PDF 134,00 €

Does »authorship« still have a place in the study of the Hebrew Bible? Historical criticism has long sought to uncover the
human authors behind the biblical texts. But how might the »death of the author,« so forcefully declared by Roland Barthes
over �fty years ago, change the contours of this search? This volume brings together leading experts in the Hebrew Bible, the
Dead Sea Scrolls, cuneiform texts and cognate literature to reimagine the literary and discursive functions of »authorship« in
ancient Israel. Bridging the gap between theoretical reWection and exegetical practice, the volume explores key features of
biblical texts, from anonymity to divine speech, scribal editing to textual Wuidity, to reveal the complex and varied author
functions that shaped biblical literature.

Survey of contents

Sonja Ammann:  What Follows the Death of the Author? Introduction – Sophus Helle:  Narratives of Authorship and Cuneiform
Literature – Sylvie Honigman:  The Greek and Judahite Representations of Author, Book, and Event: An Inquiry into Cultural
DiJerences and Their Social Underpinnings – George Brooke:  Rewriting Authorship in the Dead Sea Scrolls – Melanie
Köhlmoos:  Authorial Intention(s) in Old Testament Texts – Ehud Ben Zvi:  Matters of Authorship, Authority and Power from the
Perspective of a Historian of the World of Yehudite/Judean Literati – Konrad Schmid:  From Amos to Ben Sira: Some Questions
and Answers on the Intellectual History of Authorship in the Hebrew Bible – David Carr:  Rereading Anonymous Oral-written
Pentateuchal Prose in a Post-author 21st Century Context: Strategies and Goals for Historically-oriented Interpretation – Julia
Rhyder:  Divine Authorship: Diverse Images of Yhwh as Legislative Author in the Pentateuch and Beyond – Ilse Müllner:
Between Narrator and Author: Observations on the Boundaries of the Books of Samuel – Christophe Nihan:  David
Superscripts in the Psalms and Concepts of Authorship in the Hebrew Bible – Thomas Krüger:  Authors and Narrators in
Wisdom Literature: Proverbs, Qoheleth, and Job Compared – Christian Frevel:  Jeremiah, the »Paradigmatic« Author:
Authorship In, Behind, and Beyond Lamentations – Katharina Pyschny:  Author Figuration in the Book of Ezechiel:
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Authorship in Prophetic Literature
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Balentine, Samuel E.

The Lure of Transcendence and the Audacity of Prayer

Selected Essays

Volume 157
2022. XVI, 286 pages. 

ISBN 9783161611032
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161617553
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The discourse of prayer responds to the abiding lure of transcendence. From Gilgamesh to the primordial human beings in
Eden to Odysseus, the quest for ultimate truths has summoned forth all manner of human eJort – courageous, desperate,
pious, impious, successful, failed, invited, forbidden – and like all such lures, one can never be certain whether the glimmer of
transcendence is that of a bright and shining star that illuminates the shadows or only a shiny object that seduces one into an
inescapable darkness (a �shing lure, for example). In this study, Samuel E. Balentine demonstrates how prayer's invocation of
God transgresses the limits of human beings. The author shows how inviting, let alone commanding God to speak may be the
»acme of bardic pretention,« but in the ancient world such transgression characterizes the audacity of prayer.

Survey of contents

Part I. The God of Prayer: »I Am Not a Human Being«
1. Isaiah 45: God's »I Am,« Israel's »You Are«
2. »I Am a god and Not a Human Being«: The Divine Dilemma in Hosea
3. Written on the Heart, Erased from the Mind: Rewriting Moral Agency in Jeremiah

Part II. Enthroned on the Praises, Laments, and Penitence of Israel
4. Enthroned on the Praises and Laments of Israel
5. Jeremiah, Prophet of Prayer
6. The Prophet as Intercessor: A Reassessment
7. My Servant Job Will Pray for You
8. »I Was Ready to Be Sought Out by Those Who Did Not Ask«

Part III. Prayer as a Vehicle of Theodicy
9. Prayer in the Wilderness Traditions: In Pursuit of Divine Justice
10. Prayers for Justice in the Old Testament: Theodicy and Theology
11. »You Can't Pray a Lie:« Truth and Fiction in the Prayers of Chronicles

Part IV. Preaching and Praying the Prayers of the Hebrew Bible
12. Preaching the Prayers of the Old Testament
13. »Turn O Lord! How Long?«
14. Praying East of Eden

Part V. Retrospectives and Prospectives
15. Prayer in the Hebrew Bible: Retrospectives and Prospectives

Resilienznarrative im Alten Testament

Herausgegeben von Judith Gärtner und Barbara Schmitz

Volume 156
2022. IX, 438 pages. 

ISBN 9783161611445
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161611452
eBook PDF 149,00 €

The concept of resilience has received increasing attention in recent years as a category of interpretation of biblical tradition.
The articles collected in this volume take this question further with diJerent methodological approaches – narratological,
literary-historical, cultural-anthropological as well as reception-historical – and establish a fruitful dialogue about the potential
of resilience for a closer understanding of Old Testament traditions.

Survey of contents

Judith Gärtner/Cornelia Richter:  Einführung: Der (post-)moderne BegriJ der Resilienz und die jüdisch-christliche Tradition

Pentateuch
Ute Neumann-Gorsolke: Kain in der Krise: Überlegungen zum Verhältnis von Resilienz und Gewalt am Beispiel von Gen 4 −
Alexandra Grund-Wittenberg: »Ja, ich kenne seine Schmerzen« (Ex 3,7): Der empathische Gott des Exodus und die Bewältigung
von Krisen − Jan Dietrich: Formen der Resilienz im Buch Levitikus

Prophetie
Christopher G. Frechette: The Power, People, Place, and Plan of YHWH: Isaiah as Resilience Narrative − Michaela Bauks:
Kollektive Resilienz: Überlegungen zur Geburtsmetaphorik in Jes 40 – Christl M. Maier: Kein Balsam in Gilead? Potentiale für
Resilienz in Klagetexten des Jeremiabuches − Anja Klein: Resilience and Restoration: Dimensions of Resilience in Ezekiel's
Prophecies of Restoration

Psalmen 
Friedhelm Hartenstein: Jenseits von Sünde und Schuld: Zur Bewältigung des unerklärlichen Leidens in den Psalmen 6, 13 und
22 − Christian Frevel: »Du machtest mich stark wie einen Wildstier« (Ps 92,11): Resilienzmuster in den Psalmen − Bernd
Janowski: Der Angst widerstehen: Psalm 22 und der ResilienzbegriJ − Martin Rösel: Verstärkendes Übersetzen: Der
Septuaginta-Psalter als Zusage und Trost am Beispiel von Ps 22(21) − Andreas Wagner: Psalmen als Einübungstexte für
Resilienz − Amy C. Cottrill: Reading the Psalms through the Lens of Creative Resilience

Frühjüdische Schriften 
Beate Ego: »Sei getrost, Gott wird dich gewiss bald heilen, sei getrost!« (Tob 5,10): Die Tobitgeschichte als Beispiel einer
Resilienzerzählung

Forschungen zum Alten Testament
Last updated: 13/03/2024 Page 11 of 59

mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/www.mohrsiebeck.com


Interdisziplinäre Perspektiven 
Lennart Lehmhaus: Rabbinische Resilienz und resiliente Rabbinen: Strategien des Umgangs mit Krankheit, Krisen und
Katastrophen in der talmudischen Literatur der Spätantike − Stephanie Wodianka: Aufklärung und Resilienz: Zur
Widerstandskraft des Erzählens in Voltaires »Candide« (1759) − Martina Kumlehn: Exodus: biographisch – literarisch – biblisch.
Fluchtgeschichten als narrative Resilienzressource in religiösen Bildungsprozessen

Elephantine in Context

Studies on the History, Religion and Literature of the Judeans in Persian Period Egypt

Edited by Reinhard G. Kratz and Bernd U. Schipper

Volume 155
2022. XII, 385 pages. 

ISBN 9783161609961
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161609978
eBook PDF 144,00 €

The Persian period has long been considered a »dark era« in Israel's history. For this reason, research has mainly focused on
how it is depicted in the Hebrew Bible. A spectacular discovery of archaeological relics and epigraphic sources was hence
hardly noticed: the military colony located on the island of Elephantine in the Nile, on the border between Egypt and present-
day Sudan. The basic approach of this volume, which documents a three-year Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft project, is to
break with a research tradition focusing on the Judeans ( Jews) mentioned in the Aramaic papyri from Elephantine and instead
investigate the military colony in a broader historical context also documented by Demotic and Egyptian-hieratic evidence
found at Elephantine. The studies presented focus on three main subject areas: society and administration, religion, and
literature. They show that historically the island of Elephantine hosted a multicultural society with several interactions
between the Egyptians and the other inhabitants, and that it was also an important administrative centre for the Persian
authorities.

Survey of contents

Reinhard G. Kratz/Bernd U. Schipper:  Introduction

1. Society and Administration
Gulia Francesca Grassi:  »Do We Know the Arameans?« (SAA 17,176). The Use of Ethnonyms in the Aramaic Documents from
Egypt – Holger Gzella:  The Scribal Habit of Achaemenid Administrators, Its Educational Underpinnings, and Its Reception in
the Hebrew Bible – Alexander Schütze:  The Legal Context of the Aramaic Legal Tradition on Elephantine Reconsidered – Sylvie
Honigman:  Serving the Kings, Building Temples, and Paying the »Jewish Tax«. Aramaic-Speaking Judeans and Their
Descendants in Upper Egypt from Persian to Early Imperial Times

2. Religion
Alexandra von Lieven:  Spätägyptische Religion in und um Elephantine – Collin Cornell/Brent A. Strawn:  Is Judean Religion at
Elephantine a Pidgin? Reassessing Its Relationship to Its Antecedents and Congeners – Bob Becking:  »That Evil Act«. A Thick
Description of the Crisis around the Demolition of the Temple of Yahô  at Elephantine – Bernd U. Schipper:  The
Judeans/Arameans of Elephantine and Their Religion. An Egyptological Perspective

3. Literature
James D. Moore:  »Ahikariana« at Elephantine. New Readings of Berlin P. 13446 and Developments in Ahiqar Research –
Joachim Friedrich Quack:  Die demotischen Fragmente der Erzählung und der Sprüche des Achiqar – Reinhard G. Kratz:
Aḥiqar and Bisitun. The Literature of the Judeans at Elephantine – Tawny L. Holm:  Papyrus Amherst 63 and the Arameans of
Egypt. A Landscape of Cultural Nostalgia – Karel van der Toorn:  The Background of the Elephantine Jews in Light of Papyrus
Amherst 63

Fishbane, Michael

Biblical Text and Exegetical Culture

Collected Essays

Volume 154
2022. XI, 620 pages. 

ISBN 9783161520495
cloth 184,00 €

ISBN 9783161607288
eBook PDF 184,00 €

In this wide-ranging collection, Michael Fishbane investigates the complex and diverse relationships between the 'biblical text'
and 'exegetical culture.' The author demonstrates the multiple literary dimensions and interpretative strategies that came to
form the Hebrew Bible in the context of the ancient Near East, the Dead Sea Scrolls in the context of an emergent biblical-
Jewish culture, and the classical rabbinic Midrash in the context of an emergent rabbinic civilization in late antiquity. Within
each study, and in the collection as a whole, the author shows a broad range of creative methods, always with a scholarly
concern to illuminate the religious ideas of Scripture as it was perceived through diverse hermeneutical lenses and exegetical
methodologies. The studies range from the purely literary to the highly analytic, from myth to law, and from studies of
symbols to the study of exegetical methods.

Albertz, Rainer

Die Josephsgeschichte im Pentateuch

Ein Beitrag zur Überwindung einer anhaltenden Forschungskontroverse

Volume 153
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Volume 153
2021. XII, 178 pages. 

ISBN 9783161600999
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161601002
eBook PDF 119,00 €

Rainer Albertz subjects the composition and redaction history of the story of Joseph (Gen 37–50) to a consistent examination.
The aim is to determine the subject matter and the dating of the story more precisely and methodically than has
controversially been done so far. At the same time, this opens up new insights into the history of the Pentateuch.

Bührer, Walter

Schriftgelehrtes Murren

Schriftgelehrte Fortschreibungs- und Auslegungsprozesse in den Murrerzählungen in Exodus und

Numeri

Volume 152
2021. XIII, 418 pages. 

ISBN 9783161610592
cloth 174,00 €

ISBN 9783161610608
eBook PDF 174,00 €

The murmuring narratives of the books of Exodus and Numbers depict Israel in the desert as constantly complaining. By
taking these ten narratives, Walter Bührer shows that and how Israel's murmuring is more and more negatively interpreted –
both in canonical terms as well as regarding the formation of the texts, which become increasingly interwoven.

The Formation of the Hebrew Psalter

The Book of Psalms Between Ancient Versions, Material Transmission and Canonical Exegesis

Edited by Gianni Barbiero, Marco Pavan, and Johannes Schnocks

Volume 151
2021. IX, 454 pages. 

ISBN 9783161608476
cloth 179,00 €

ISBN 9783161608483
eBook PDF 179,00 €

This volume, which is based on the papers given at a panel at the 2019 SBL International Meeting in Rome, represents current
discourses in Psalms research. The past decades have been marked by the paradigm shift from form criticism to diJerent
exegetical approaches which consider the Book of Psalms as the literary context of the individual Psalms. More recently, it has
been pointed out that the complex evidence given by the manuscripts from antiquity to the Middle Ages does not support the
notion of a �xed canonical text as presupposed by some approaches. The present volume combines contributions about such
basic considerations with studies of individual groups of Psalms. With diJerent methodological and hermeneutical
approaches, they open up perspectives on the interrelation between the origin, composition and reception of the Psalms.

Survey of contents

Gianni Barbiero/Marco Pavan/Johannes Schnocks:  Introduction

I. Methodological and Theological Aspects
Marco Pavan:  The Psalter as a Book? A critical evaluation of the recent research on the Psalter – David Willgren Davage:  What
Could We Agree On? Outlining Five Fundaments in the Research of the 'Book' of Psalms – William Yarchin:  Why the Future of
Canonical Hebrew Psalter Exegesis Includes Abandoning Its Premise – Bernd Janowski:  A Temple in Words. The Theological
Architecture of the Psalter

II. Case Studies on Groups of Psalms
II.1. The >rst Davidic Psalter
Phil J. Botha:  Indications of Intentional Interconnectedness between Pss 1–2 and Ps 37 and the Implications for
Understanding the Concerns of the Editors of Book I of the Psalms – Friedhelm Hartenstein:  Psalm 23 als Brennspiegel seines
Umfelds. Intertextuelle Bezüge und Entstehung in der Teilkomposition Ps 15–24 – Kathrin Liess:  Schuld und Vergebung. Psalm
25 in seinem Psalterkontext – Beat Weber:  »Ich will den HERRN preisen zu jeder Zeit …« (Ps 34,2). Die Psalmen 25–34 als
Kleinkomposition in Verbindung mit hermeneutisch-methodischen Überlegungen zur »Psalterexegese« – Gianni Barbiero:
Psalms 35–41 as the Conclusion of Book I of the Psalms

II.2. Books IV and V
Johannes Schnocks:  Die Psalterexegese und die Handschriften. Überlegungen zum IV. Psalmenbuch (Ps 90–106) als
Komposition und in Qumran – W. Dennis Tucker, Jr.:  »Let Israel Now Say« (Ps 124:1b). Group Identity in Pss 107–145 – Susan
Gillingham:  The Egyptian Hallel. Narrative and Liturgy, and the Formation of the Hebrew Psalter

II.3. The Final Hallel
Alma Brodersen:  No Final Hallel. Material Sources for Psalms 146–150 – Friederike Neumann:  »YHWH shall be King forever!«
(Ps 146:10). The Phenomenon of Fortschreibung within the Final Hallel – Egbert Ballhorn:  Researching Sense at the End of the
Psalter. Pss 145–150 and its Canonical Shapes

III. Erich Zenger (1939–2010)
Bernd Janowski:  Ein kreativer Kollege und verlässlicher Freund. Erinnerungen an Erich Zenger – Johannes Schnocks:  Erich
Zenger und die Psalterexegese. Einige persönliche Erinnerungen – Egbert Ballhorn:  Erich Zenger als Psalmen-Übersetzer
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The History of Isaiah

The Formation of the Book and its Presentation of the Past

Edited by Jacob Stromberg and J. Todd Hibbard

Volume 150
2021. IX, 590 pages. 

ISBN 9783161560972
cloth 189,00 €

ISBN 9783161608056
eBook PDF 189,00 €

The book of Isaiah is a product of history. The nature of that history and what it means that Isaiah is a product of it are hardly
matters of consensus in the �eld. Nonetheless, Isaianic scholarship has put its collective �nger on the crux of the
methodological problem. At the heart of an historical understanding of this prophetic book lies a consideration of the word
»history« in two distinct but related applications. First, what historical processes led to the book's �nal form? How did Isaiah
become a book? And second, what kind of historical representation does the book oJer to the reader? How does Isaiah
present the past? For most scholars, answering either question involves asking the other. To understand better the history of
Isaiah, this volume of essays devotes itself to these two lines of inquiry and their relationship.

Survey of contents

Part 1: Perspectives on Studying the History of Isaiah
Shawn Zelig Aster:  The Contribution of Assyriology to the Study of Isaiah – Stephen B. Chapman:  Delitzsch's Fourth Edition – J.
Blake Couey:  Poetry and Composition in the Book of Isaiah – Christopher B. Hays:  Linguistic Dating of Hebrew Prophetic
Texts: A Quantitative Approach with Special Attention to Isaiah 24–27 – Noam Mizrahi:  Isaiah between Transmission and
Reception: Isaiah 58:13–14 according to 4QIsan (4Q67) – J. J. M. Roberts:  Isaiah 14:24–27: Genuine Isaianic Expectations or
Josianic Redaction? A Critical Evaluation of the Theory of a Major Josianic Edition of the Isaianic Tradition – Christopher R. Seitz:
The Presentation of History in the Book of Isaiah – Ronald L. Troxel:  Textual Criticism and Diachronic Study of the Book of
Isaiah – Archibald L. H. M. van Wieringen:  A Tale of Two Worlds: A Synchronic Reading of Isaiah 7:1–17 and Its Diachronic
Consequences for the Book

Part 2: The Biblical Traditions and the History of Isaiah
Avigail Aravna:  Sending Subtle Threads of InWuence into the Past: A Reexamination of the Relationship between Isaiah 24:6
and Jeremiah 23:10 – Ulrich Berges:  »Sing to the LORD a New Song«: The Tradents of the Book of Isaiah and the Psalter – Anja
Klein:  Praying Exodus: Biblical History in the Prayer of the Servants (Isa 63:7–64:11) – Andreas Schüle:  Remember Abraham—
or not: Ancestral Traditions in the Book of Isaiah – Ethan Schwartz:  Mirrors of Moses in Isaiah 1–12 – Jacob Stromberg:
Hezekiah and the Oracles Against the Nations in Isaiah – Philip Yoo:  Torah Yet to Come: Divine Activity in Isaiah 56–66

Part 3: The Ancient Near East and the History of Isaiah
Peter Dubovský:  Inverting Assyrian Propaganda in Isaiah's Historiography: Writing the Hezekiah-Sennacherib ConWict in the
Light of the Ashurbanipal-Teumman War – Joachim Eck:  Metamorphoses of a Tyrant: Isaiah 14:4b-21 Read in Its Wider Context
– Judith Gärtner:  The Kabod of YHWH: A Key Isaianic Theme from the Assyrian Empire to the Eschaton – J. Todd Hibbard:  A
Fortschreibung  from the Assyrian Crisis of 701? Isaiah 30:18–26 as an Update to Isaiah 30:8–17 – Reinhard Müller:  »Ashur Will
Be Terror Stricken«: Isaiah 30:27–33 as Inverted Political Prophecy – Kim Lan Nguyen:  Cyrus: A Righteousness – Konrad
Schmid:  Theological Interpretation of Assyrian Propaganda in the Book of Isaiah – Daniel J. D. Stulac:  Go-out from
Babylon/There!: A Canonical Approach to Departure in Isaiah 48:20 and 52:11 – Marvin A. Sweeney:  Reading the Final Form of
Isaiah as a Persian Period Text – H. G. M. Williamson:  Decoding Isaiah 13

Seitz, Christopher R.

Essays on Prophecy and Canon

The Rise of a New Model for Interpretation

Volume 149
2021. XIII, 412 pages. 

ISBN 9783161608438
cloth 174,00 €

ISBN 9783161608445
eBook PDF 174,00 €

The present volume consists of twenty essays on the Prophetic Books, with a major focus on Isaiah as well as the Minor
Prophets and Jeremiah. They span a period of roughly thirty-�ve years and trace a methodological shift away from the
excavation of the individual prophet and setting toward an appreciation of a book or a collection in its �nal form, as an
intentionally shaped accomplishment. An introductory chapter places the individual contributions in their original settings-in-
composition and in relationship to one another. A description in this chapter of the period in which the author was trained in
Germany and at Yale University enables the reader to comprehend the »rise of a new model of interpretation,« now referred
to as canonical reading or canonical interpretation. The essays come alongside published commentary treatments of Isaiah
and Joel, as well as public lectures delivered in the 1980s through the present decade.

Finkelstein, Israel

Essays on Biblical Historiography: From Jeroboam II to John Hyrcanus I

Volume 148
2022. IX, 592 pages. 

ISBN 9783161608537
cloth 164,00 €

ISBN 9783161608544
eBook PDF 164,00 €

This volume is a collection of articles and new essays by Israel Finkelstein that oJers an outline for reconstructing the
evolution of biblical historiography over 700 years, starting with Israel in the early eighth century BCE and ending with the
days of the Hasmoneans in the late second century BCE. Special emphasis is given to North Israelite traditions which were
committed to writing in the days of Jeroboam II; to the arrival of these traditions in Judah after the takeover of Israel by
Assyria; to Judahite ideology of the seventh century BCE; and to the legitimacy needs of the Hasmoneans in the days of John
Hyrcanus. The analysis is based on the most recent archaeological discoveries, biblical exegesis and ancient Near Eastern
records.
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Köckert, Matthias

Von Jakob zu Abraham

Studien zum Buch Genesis

Volume 147
2021. XII, 457 pages. 

ISBN 9783161600586
cloth 184,00 €

ISBN 9783161600593
eBook PDF 184,00 €

Who was Abraham? What do we mean by Abraham's faith? Was Ishmael a part of God's covenant, along with Isaac? What did
Jacob dream at Bethel? Did he wrestle with a demon? How did the �rst book of the Bible originate? This collection of essays by
Matthias Köckert answers these and many other questions.

Eichler, Raanan

The Ark and the Cherubim

Volume 146
2021. XV, 391 pages. 

ISBN 9783161554322
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161592645
eBook PDF 154,00 €

The most important objects in the Hebrew Bible are a wooden box, styled in English »the ark« or »the ark of the covenant«,
and two statues of winged creatures, »the cherubim«, that surmount it. Raanan Eichler attempts to understand these objects
using the full gamut of data and tools available to the modern scholar. The study features an abundance of visual
comparative material, much of it in colour, with a particularly close examination of the �nds from the tomb of Pharaoh
Tutankhamun. The author proposes solutions to a number of unsolved puzzles, such as the question of what cherubim looked
like, and oJers a new explanation of the nature of the ark and the cherubim, rejecting the prevailing scholarly view of them as
having constituted an »empty throne« and footstool for the God of Israel. Rather, he argues, they constituted an empty frame,
a unique cultic focus that surpassed all known systems in the ancient Near East in the extent of the eJorts it represented to
prevent an anthropomorphic conception of the deity in a cultic context.

Dershowitz, Idan

The Valediction of Moses

A Proto-Biblical Book

Volume 145
2021. XIII, 203 pages. 

ISBN 9783161606441
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161606458
eBook PDF

Moses Wilhelm Shapira's infamous Deuteronomy fragments – long believed to be forgeries – are authentic ancient
manuscripts, and they are of far greater signi�cance than ever imagined. The literary work that these manuscripts preserve –
which Idan Dershowitz calls »The Valediction of Moses« or »V« – is not based on the book of Deuteronomy. On the contrary, V
is a much earlier  version of Deuteronomy. In other words, V is a proto-biblical book, the likes of which has never before been
seen. This conclusion is supported by a series of philological analyses, as well as previously unknown archival documents,
which undermine the consensus on these manuscripts. An excursus co-authored with Na'ama Pat-El assesses V's linguistic
pro�le, �nding it to be consistent with Iron Age epigraphic Hebrew.
V contains early versions of passages whose biblical counterparts reWect substantial post-Priestly updating. Moreover, unlike
the canonical narratives of Deuteronomy, this ancient work shows no signs of inWuence from the Deuteronomic law code.
Indeed, V preserves an earlier, and dramatically diJerent, literary structure for the entire work – one that lacks the
Deuteronomic law code altogether.
These �ndings have signi�cant consequences for the composition history of the Bible, historical linguistics, the history of
religion, paleography, archaeology, and more. The volume includes a full critical edition and English translation of V.

Gaß, Erasmus

Asyl, Leviten und ein Altar

Eine literarhistorische Analyse von Josua 20–22

Volume 144
2021. VIII, 304 pages. 

ISBN 9783161598302
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161598319
eBook PDF 154,00 €

In this study, Erasmus Gaß analyzes the dihcult growth of the appendices to the priestly part of Joshua. It seems that many
hands were working on Jos 20–22, which is also indicated by the surpluses and deviations of the LXX. In this appendix, priestly
and Deuteronomistic editors have tried to record their theological conceptions.
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Dershowitz, Idan

The Dismembered Bible

Cutting and Pasting Scripture in Antiquity

Volume 143
2021. VIII, 180 pages. 

ISBN 9783161598609
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161598616
eBook PDF 114,00 €

It is often presumed that biblical redaction was invariably done using conventional scribal methods, meaning that when
editors sought to modify or compile existing texts, they would do so in the process of rewriting them upon new scrolls. There
is, however, substantial evidence pointing to an alternative scenario: Various sections of the Hebrew Bible appear to have
been created through a process of material redaction . In some cases, ancient editors simply appended new sheets to existing
scrolls. Other times, they literally cut and pasted their sources, carving out patches of text from multiple manuscripts and
then gluing them together like a collage. Idan Dershowitz shows how this surprising technique left behind telltale traces in the
biblical text – especially when the editors made mistakes – allowing us to reconstruct their modus operandi. Material evidence
from the ancient Near East and elsewhere further supports his hypothesis.

»This is an extremely stimulating study that will have a lasting impact on the scholarly discourse. [...] The Dismembered Bible
is an outstanding example of what biblical studies can learn from neighboring disciplines and hopefully marks only the
beginning of a more intense dialogue between exegesis and research on material aspects of textual production.«
Translation of Anja Klein in Theologische Revue , 117. Jahrgang, September 2021, https://doi.org/10.17879/thrv-2021–3568

Weingart, Kristin

Gezählte Geschichte

Systematik, Quellen und Entwicklung der synchronistischen Chronologie in den Königebüchern

Volume 142
2020. XIV, 246 pages. 

ISBN 9783161582950
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161582967
eBook PDF 144,00 €

What do the Books of Kings reveal about the beginnings of chronography in Israel? Kristin Weingart analyses the chronological
data and the literary history of the regnal frame. She explains the systematics of the numerical data and reconstructs the
chronographic sources behind it.

Feldman, Liane M.

The Story of Sacrifice

Ritual and Narrative in the Priestly Source

Volume 141
2020. XIII, 245 pages. 

ISBN 9783161596360
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161596377
eBook PDF 119,00 €

The sacri�cial instructions and purity laws in Leviticus have often been seen as later or secondary additions to an originally
sparse Priestly narrative. In this volume, Liane M. Feldman argues that the ritual and narrative elements of the Pentateuchal
Priestly source are mutually dependent, and that the internal logic and structure of the Priestly narrative makes sense only
when they are read together. Bringing together insights from the �elds of ritual theory and narratology, the author argues that
the ritual materials in Leviticus should be understood and analyzed as literature. At the core of her study is the assertion that
these sacri�cial instructions and purity laws form the backbone of the Priestly story world, and that when these materials are
read within their broader narrative context, the Priestly narrative is �rst and foremost a story about the origins and purpose of
sacri�ce.

Krause, Joachim J.

Die Bedingungen des Bundes

Studien zur konditionalen Struktur alttestamentlicher Bundeskonzeptionen

Volume 140
2020. X, 264 pages. 

ISBN 9783161591327
cloth 134,00 €

ISBN 9783161591334
eBook PDF 134,00 €

Modelled on human contracts, in particular political treaties, the theological notion of YHWH's covenant describes Israel's
relationship with its God as one designed with deliberation. In light of this, Joachim J. Krause enquires into the conditional
structure of the various concepts of covenant in the Hebrew Bible.
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Fischer, Georg

Jeremiah Studies

From Text and Contexts to Theology

Volume 139
2020. VIII, 412 pages. 

ISBN 9783161589188
cloth 174,00 €

ISBN 9783161589195
eBook PDF 174,00 €

Research on the Book of Jeremiah has gained momentum in the past forty years and led to new results. The diJerences
between the MT and the LXX have received more attention than ever. The extent of Deuteronomistic thinking and of
redactions marks the debate on the composition of the book. It has become evident that the Book of Jeremiah intensively
picks up earlier sources and oJers a synthesis of them, comparable to a mosaic. It concentrates on the downfall of Jerusalem,
conceives anew the prophet's role in the �gure of Jeremiah and portrays the biblical God in a unique way. This collection of
studies by Georg Fischer from the past ten years imparts insights into the recent discussions about the Book of Jeremiah.

Cocco, Francesco

Women in the Wilderness

The »Female Legislation« of the Book of Numbers (Num 5,11–31; 27,1–11; 30,2–17)

Volume 138
2020. VI, 235 pages. 

ISBN 9783161588563
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161588570
eBook PDF 109,00 €

How were legal issues featuring women treated and resolved in the Book of Numbers? Francesco Cocco studies a trio of texts
and �nds the prominent place aJorded to women quite peculiar and, it seems, at odds with the notions of autonomy,
freedom, self-determination, or whatever other synonym can be married conceptually to the idea of women in leading roles.
This in-depth investigation goes beyond appearances however to reveal a broader, perhaps even unexpected, understanding
of these three literary traditions – traditions which are the product of the skillful amalgamation of narrative and legislative
material so characteristic of the Torah in general and the Book of Numbers in particular.

Frevel, Christian

Desert Transformations

Studies in the Book of Numbers

Volume 137
2020. VIII, 587 pages. 

ISBN 9783161539671
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161539688
eBook PDF 154,00 €

Classical Pentateuch research mainly dealt with the books of Genesis, Exodus and Deuteronomy and it is only in recent
decades that the literary and theological meanings of Moses' fourth book has been rediscovered. In this volume, Christian
Frevel lets the interplay between narrative and legislative material – which is often not understood – emerge into new light,
examining the texts of the Book of Numbers as inner-biblical interpretations and tradition-bound innovations. Cloaked in the
Israelites' 40-year long sojourn in the desert, the Book of Numbers presents a tightly-woven fabric of texts which reWect the
social and cultic orders, discuss questions of leadership and explore the meaning of the Promised Land to Israel's existence.
The Book of Numbers is characterized in its entirety by transformations: for example, the exodus generation becomes the
desert generation and leadership is transferred from Moses to Joshua, from Aaron to Eleazar. Important innovations such as
the hierarchical organization of the cult, including the role of the Levites or the hereditary law concerning daughters, are
cultivated within these transformations. The people's time in the desert (re)form their social frameworks and renders them
sustainable for the existence in the Promised Land. Important themes such as community and cult organization, the enduring
election of the Israelites, the meaning of the Promised Land for the collective identity, questions of hierarchical leadership and
democratic participation, of collective guilt and individual liability, along with many other aspects, are dealt with in the texts.
Without the literary traditions of the Book of Numbers, which were mostly set down around the 5th-4th centuries BCE, the
formation of the Pentateuch as Torah would not have been conceivable. The studies of this volume reveal the thematic
diversity of the book against a backdrop of its literary creation within the Penta- and Hexateuch.

Eigensinn und Entstehung der Hebräischen Bibel

Erhard Blum zum siebzigsten Geburtstag

Herausgegeben von Joachim J. Krause, Wolfgang Oswald und Kristin Weingart, unter Mitarbeit von

Martin Rahn-Kächele und Desiree Zecha

Volume 136
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Volume 136
2020. X, 628 pages. 

ISBN 9783161563843
cloth 229,00 €

ISBN 9783161592690
eBook PDF 229,00 €

The contributions in this volume are dedicated to the main exegetical and literary-historical problems of the Hebrew Bible as
well as questions of history, linguistics, and hermeneutics.

Survey of contents

I. Pentateuch
Christof Hardmeier:  Die Noah-Flut-Erzählung (Gen 6,8–8,20) als Klimax der vorpriesterlichen Urgeschichte und ihre
priesterliche Bearbeitung – Oliver Dyma:  Flut und Kalender. Die Datumsangaben im priesterlichen Flutbericht – Raik Heckl:
Die Beschneidung in Genesis 17 – Gebot, Antwort auf das Geschenk des Bundes oder Zeichen? Über eine Präsupposition zur
Revision der Thesen von der sogenannten abrahamitischen Ökumene – Jakob Wöhrle:  »Gebt mir einen Grabbesitz bei euch«.
Zur Entstehung und Intention der Erzählung von Abrahams Grabkauf in Genesis 23 – Matthias Köckert:  Die Traumerzählung
Genesis 28 im Licht altorientalischer Tempeltheologie und Tempelbaunachrichten – Konrad Schmid:  Die Datierung der
Josephsgeschichte. Ein Gespräch mit Erhard Blum und Kristin Weingart – Wolfgang Oswald:  Die politische Funktion des
Dekalogs – Rainer Albertz:  Die erstmalige Konstituierung des Pentateuch durch die spät-deuteronomistische
Redaktionsschicht (KD bzw. D) – Klaus-Peter Adam:  Purity and Holiness in P: Leviticus 19:11–18 and the Decalogues – Thomas
B. Dozeman:  Inner-biblical Interpretation of Gilead in the Wars against Sihon and Og and in the Tribal Territory East of the
Jordan River

II. Vordere Propheten
Reinhard G. Kratz:  Schittim. Eine narrative Verbindung zwischen Numeri und Josua – Israel Finkelstein:  Was There an Early
Northern (Israelite) Conquest Tradition? – Ed Noort:  Bemerkungen zu einem (un)möglichen Altar ( Jos 22,9–34) – Heinz-Dieter
Neef:  Hannas Lobgesang im Kontext. Beobachtungen zu 1 Samuel 2,1–10 im Kontext der Samuelbücher – Thomas Römer:
Katastrophengeschichte oder Kultgründungslegende? Gedanken zur Funktion der ursprünglichen Ladeerzählung – Omer
Sergi:  On Scribal Tradition in Israel and Judah and the Antiquity of the Historiographical Narratives in the Hebrew Bible – Jean
Louis Ska:  Does David Think or Remember? Some Basic Features of David's Character in 1–2 Samuel – Kristin Weingart:
Jerobeam und seine Kulthöhen. Geschichte als Argument im religiösen Diskurs der Perserzeit – Sang-Won Lee:  Der Umgang
mit der Kulteinheitsforderung in sekundären Einschreibungen im Deuteronomistischen Geschichtswerk

III. Hintere Propheten
Martin Leuenberger:  Die Begründung der Gerichtspräsenz des Königs Jhwh Zebaot in Jesaja 6 – Christoph Levin:  Vom Heil
zum Appell. Jesaja 7,1–17 und seine Deutungen – Hermann-Josef Stipp:  Apologetik, Propaganda, Rivalitäten. Zu den
Triebkräften der Entstehung des Jeremiabuchs – Yair Zakovitch:  »As a Man Flees...« (Amos 5:19) – On a Proverb and Its
Contexts

IV. Schriften
Joachim J. Krause:  Mundi inversi. Der Topos der verkehrten Welt in Proverbien 30,21–23 und 1 Samuel 2,4–8 – Bernd
Janowski:  »Jhwh tue an euch Güte, wie ihr sie an den Toten und an mir getan habt« (Rut 1,8). Zum Ethos der Hingabe im Buch
Rut – Louis C. Jonker:  Holiness and the Levites: Some ReWections on the Relationship between Chronicles and Pentateuchal
Traditions

V. Historische Fragen
Regine Hunziker-Rodewald:  »And God … Created Woman«: Imagined in Terms of a Molding Process – Herbert Niehr:
Tartessos – Tarschisch. Von der Iberischen Region zur literarischen Landschaft im Alten Testament

VI. Linguistische Fragen
Walter Groß:  Syndetische Verbpaare in Kontaktstellung im selben Stichus. Eine Problemanzeige zur Syntax der Psalmen – Jan
Joosten:  Das Verbalsystem des klassischen biblischen Hebräisch

VII. Hermeneutische Fragen
Ernst Michael Dörrfuß:  »Wende sie hin und wende sie her, denn alles ist darin enthalten« (Pirqe Abot 5,25). Zur Hermeneutik
des Alten Testaments am Beispiel der Psalmenlektüre im Pastoralkolleg der Evangelischen Landeskirche in Württemberg –
Hendrik Stoppel:  Intentio Auctoris – Systematische und philosophische Überlegungen zu einer ahistorischen Kategorie –
Helmut Utzschneider:  Lässt sich der »Endtext« sachgemäß auslegen – und wenn ja, welcher? Ein Gespräch mit Erhard Blum
samt einer Auslegung von Exodus 19,20–25

Crouch, C. L. / Hutton, Jeremy M.

Translating Empire

Tell Fekheriyeh, Deuteronomy, and the Akkadian Treaty Tradition

Volume 135
2019. XV, 342 pages. 

ISBN 9783161590269
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161590276
eBook PDF 149,00 €

In this volume, C. L. Crouch and Jeremy M. Hutton oJer a data-driven approach to translation practice in the Iron Age. The
authors build on and reinforce Crouch's conclusions in her former work about Deuteronomy and the Akkadian treaty
tradition, employing Hutton's »Optimal Translation« theory to analyze the Akkadian-Aramaic bilingual inscription from Tell
Fekheriyeh. The authors argue that the inscription exhibits an isomorphic style of translation and only the occasional use of
dynamic replacement sets. They apply these �ndings to other proposed instances of Iron Age translation from Akkadian into
dialects of Northwest Semitic, including the relationship between Deuteronomy and the Succession Treaty of Esarhaddon and
the relationship between the treaty of Aššur-nerari V with Matiʾilu and the Se�re treaties. The authors then argue that the
lexical and syntactic changes in these cases diverge so signi�cantly from the model established by Tell Fekheriyeh as to
exclude the possibility that these treaties constitute translational relationships.
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Rhyder, Julia

Centralizing the Cult

The Holiness Legislation in Leviticus 17–26

Volume 134
2019. XXI, 484 pages. 

ISBN 9783161576850
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161576867
eBook PDF 154,00 €

In this work, Julia Rhyder provides new insights into the relationship between the Holiness legislation in Leviticus 17–26 and
processes of cultic centralization in the Persian period. The author departs from the classical theory that Leviticus 17–26
merely presume, with minor modi�cations, a concept of centralization articulated in Deuteronomy. She shows how Leviticus
17–26 use ritual legislation to make a new, and distinctive case as to why the Israelites must defer to a central sanctuary,
standardized ritual processes, and a hegemonic priesthood. This discourse of centralization reWects the historical challenges
that faced priests in Jerusalem during the Persian era: in particular, the need to compensate for the loss of a royal sponsor, to
pool communal resources in order to meet socio-economic pressures, and to �nd new means of negotiating with the
sanctuary at Mount Gerizim and with a growing diaspora.

Jeremias, Jörg

Studien zum Dodekapropheton II

Gesammelte Aufsätze zu Joel, Obadja, Jona, Micha und Nahum

Hrsg. v. Judith Gärtner u. Friedhelm Hartenstein

Volume 133
2019. VIII, 372 pages. 

ISBN 9783161582684
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161582691
eBook PDF 154,00 €

Jörg Jeremias has strongly inWuenced research on the Book of the Twelve in recent decades. His commentaries on Hosea
(1983) and Amos (1995) as well as his contributions on the »Beginnings of the Dodekapropheton« (1996) have set standards in
the �eld. The essays compiled in the present volume supplemen and deepen Jeremias' commentaries on Joel, Obadiah, Jonah,
and Micah (2007), and on Nahum (2019). By combining exegetical perspectives on the individual books with insights gained
into the genesis of the Dodecapropheton as a whole, the collection is an excellent source of methodological impulses for
research on the Book of the Twelve.

Gaß, Erasmus

Die Landverteilung im Josuabuch

Eine literarhistorische Analyse von Josua 13–19

Volume 132
2019. VII, 437 pages. 

ISBN 9783161569449
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161569456
eBook PDF 159,00 €

Up to now, there have been very few literary-historical analyses of the texts dealing with the distribution of land in Joshua 13–
19, although it is precisely this passage which is particularly enlightening in regard to the redaction history of the Book of
Joshua and to a possible Hexateuch, since there are links in the redaction pointing to the Book of Numbers. Erasmus Gaß
explores a basic priestly text, approaching this from the perspective of a literary criticism which is based on linguistic and text-
critical observations rather than historical or topographical anomalies. This text honors the promise of the land given in the
Pentateuch and is limited to seven tribes in Cisjordan. Moreover, he shows that the passage dealing with the distribution of
land diJers linguistically from the �rst part of the Book of Joshua and it was redacted together with the Book of Numbers
before it was included in the Book of Joshua.

Robker, Jonathan Miles

Balaam in Text and Tradition

Volume 131
2019. XIII, 402 pages. 

ISBN 9783161563553
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161563560
eBook PDF 144,00 €

The �gure Balaam has interested exegetes and scribes for millennia. Jonathan Miles Robker examines the diJerent versions
of the literary character Balaam as attested in biblical and epigraphic literature. By contrasting the distinct information about
Balaam presented in the various sources (the plaster inscription from Deʿir Alla, Numbers 22–24; 31; Deuteronomy 23; Joshua
13; 24; Judges 11; Micah 6; and Nehemiah 13), the author seeks to trace the development of characterizations of Balaam from
the oldest available material to the youngest in the Hebrew Bible. In this way, Jonathan Miles Robker advances discourse
about the literary and tradition-historical development of the texts that became the Hebrew Bible. Beyond the text of the
Hebrew Bible, he also traces the continued development of Balaam's characterization through the texts of Qumran and the
New Testament. To this end, the author contributes discussions of the history of religion in Antiquity.
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Newsom, Carol A.

Rhetoric and Hermeneutics

Approaches to Text, Tradition and Social Construction in Biblical and Second Temple Literature

Volume 130
2019. XX, 382 pages. 

ISBN 9783161577239
cloth 174,00 €

ISBN 9783161577246
eBook PDF 174,00 €

This collection of essays by Carol A. Newsom explores the indispensable role that rhetoric and hermeneutics play in the
production and reception of biblical and Second Temple literature. Some of the essays are methodological and programmatic,
while others provide extended case studies. Because rhetoric is, as Kenneth Burke put it, »a strategy for encompassing a
situation,« the analysis of rhetoric illumines the ways in which texts engage particular historical moments, shape and reshape
communities, and even construct new models of self and agency. The essays in this book not only explore how ancient texts
hermeneutically engage existing traditions but also how they themselves have become the objects of hermeneutical
transformation in contexts ranging from ancient sectarian Judaism to the politics of post-World War I and II Germany and
America to modern �lm criticism and feminist re-reading.

Knoppers, Gary N.

Judah and Samaria in Postmonarchic Times

Essays on Their Histories and Literatures

Volume 129
2019. XI, 333 pages. 

ISBN 9783161568046
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161568053
eBook PDF 149,00 €

Focusing on Judean-Samarian interactions in Persian, Hellenistic, and Roman times, Gary N. Knoppers explores both
commonalities and diJerences, rivalries and relationships, as these communities engaged one another in greater depth and
complexity than scholars have previously thought. Some essays elucidate archaeological and epigraphic discoveries
(Jerusalem, Mt. Gerizim excavations and inscriptions), while others illumine Jewish (Ezra, Chronicles, Josephus, Pseudo-Philo)
and Samaritan (Samaritan 10th commandment, the Chronicon Samaritanum ) literary texts. How Judeans and Samarians
responded to competing claims to Israel's past by reinterpreting shared scriptures is a unifying theme in these eleven studies.

Blenkinsopp, Joseph

Essays on the Book of Isaiah

Volume 128
2019. V, 248 pages. 

ISBN 9783161564826
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161564833
eBook PDF 139,00 €

This collection of twenty essays by Joseph Blenkinsopp on diJerent aspects of the book of Isaiah is the product of three
decades of close study of the most seminal and challenging texts of the Hebrew Bible. Five of the twenty are published here
for the �rst time. Some deal with major themes in Isaiah, for example, universalism, the Hebrew God as creator in dialogue
with Babylonian and Zoroastrian theologies of creation, theology and politics, and the SuJering Servant of the Lord God, which
is of such great inWuence on the presentation of the life and death of Jesus in the New Testament. Others consist in close
readings of speci�c texts in the book Aufsätze zum Buch Jesaja.

Tradition(en) im alten Israel

Konstruktion, Transmission und Transformation

Hrsg. v. Ruth Ebach u. Martin Leuenberger

Volume 127
2019. X, 415 pages. 

ISBN 9783161548048
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161566721
eBook PDF 149,00 €

The Old Testament is a work shaped by traditions, which at the same time lives through a multifarious use of traditions. These
were not imparted in unaltered form, but were rather re-formed, corrected and refashioned to provide a theological
interpretation �tting to each period. Just how this was done is shown in the present volume, based on the great Old Testament
traditions, especially the Psalms and books of the prophets.

Survey of contents

Traditionsliteratur, Traditionsgeschichte – Methodische Grundlagen und Grundfragen
Erhard Blum:  Institutionelle und kulturelle Voraussetzungen der israelitischen Traditionsliteratur – Jürgen Ebach:  Frag-
mentale Beobachtungen und Impressionen zu Tradition und Invention sowie zu Verbindungen zwischen
Forschungsgegenstand und Forscherselbstbild in der Exegese – Bernd U. Schipper:  Ägyptische Hymnen des 1. Jahrtausends
und das Alte Testament. Zu Transformation und Transmission ägyptischer Texttraditionen

Konstruktion von Tradition(en)
Thomas Römer:  Auszug aus Ägypten oder Pilgerreise in die Wüste? Überlegungen zur Konstruktion der Exodustradition(en) –
Rainer Albertz:  Ausprägungen der Exodustradition in der Prophetie und in den Psalmen – Konrad Schmid:  Jeremia als
klagender und leidender Prophet. Traditionsgeschichtliche Überlegungen – Georg Fischer, SJ:  Lebendige Erinnerung im
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Jeremiabuch – Irmtraud Fischer:  Konstruktion, Tradition und Transformation weiblicher Prophetie

Transformation von Tradition(en)
Bernd Janowski:  »Mein Schlachtopfer ist ein zerbrochener Geist« (Ps 51,19). Zur Transformation des Opfers in den Psalmen –
Judith Gärtner:  Eine Frage der Gerechtigkeit? Identität durch Transformation am Beispiel der Gnadenformel in den späten
Psalmen – Martin Leuenberger:  »Gott ist in ihrer Mitte, sie wankt nicht« (Ps 46,6). Zur Formation und Transformation dreier
zionstheologischer Kernvorstellungen – Christophe Nihan:  Between Continuity and Change: The High Priest Joshua in
Zechariah 3 – Markus Saur:  Eine prächtige Zeder. Transformationen der Königstradition im Ezechielbuch

Tradition als Argument
Jakob Wöhrle:  »Was habt ihr da für einen Spruch?« (Ez 18,2). Traditionskritik in den Disputationsworten des Ezechielbuches –
Ruth Ebach:  »Propheten, die vor dir und vor mir waren«. Traditionsbezug als Argument im KonWikt um wahre Prophetie im
Jeremiabuch – Reinhard Müller:  »Wo sind deine früheren Hulderweise, Herr?« Tradition als argumentum ad deum  in Psalm
89

Sanders, James A.

Scripture in Its Historical Contexts

Volume II: Exegesis, Hermeneutics, and Theology

Ed. by Craig A. Evans

Volume 126
2019. XVI, 336 pages. 

ISBN 9783161557576
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161576669
eBook PDF 139,00 €

James A. Sanders has been at the forefront of the study of canon formation, history of interpretation, and textual criticism,
specializing in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the use of the Old Testament in the New. Like no one else, he is able to bring together
exegetical detail with hermeneutical and theological insight. He moves deftly from exegetical, critical detail to hermeneutical
options and overarching theological implications. In this important collection of essays we have the mature fruit of decades of
research, including careful engagement with ancient texts and fair-minded ecumenical discourse with the greatest minds in
the �eld. These studies laid the foundation on which today's scholarly discussion is focused.

Poulsen, Frederik

The Black Hole in Isaiah

A Study of Exile as a Literary Theme

Volume 125
2019. XIV, 475 pages. 

ISBN 9783161568626
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161568633
eBook PDF 149,00 €

Frederik Poulsen investigates exile as a literary and theological theme in the book of Isaiah. While other biblical writings
explicitly depict the destruction of Jerusalem and the inhabitants' deportation to Babylon in the early sixth century BCE, Isaiah
is apparently silent. At the center of the book where readers would expect to �nd an account of these traumatic and de�ning
events, there is just a strange gap. The author argues that the curious break between chapters 39 and 40 indicates an anti-
climax – a destroyed and forsaken Jerusalem – and that several passages stress its importance by either pointing forward to it
or looking back at it. Frederik Poulsen demonstrates that the exile in Isaiah hides itself as a »black hole« at the center of the
book and thereby has a decisive inWuence on the literary structure, poetic imagery, and theological message of this prophetic
scroll.

The Politics of the Ancestors

Exegetical and Historical Perspectives on Genesis 12–36

Ed. by Mark G. Brett and Jakob Wöhrle, in collaboration with Friederike Neumann

Volume 124
2018. X, 449 pages. 

ISBN 9783161545092
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161565526
eBook PDF 149,00 €

The ancestral narratives of Genesis have a decidedly political character. The narrative presentations of ancestors and their kin
reWect the relationships of the later people of Israel with their neighboring peoples. In light of the �ndings of recent
Pentateuch research, this volume addresses important aspects of the political meaning of these narratives. The collection of
nineteen contributions from internationally renowned experts explores, for example, the political intention of various
narrative units or literary layers. The political signi�cance of the ancestresses is also discussed, and the political receptions of
ancestral narratives in early Jewish literature and in Islam traced.

Survey of contents

Mark G. Brett/ Jakob Wöhrle:  Introduction – Ronald Hendel:  Politics and Poetics in the Ancestral Narratives – Reinhard G.
Kratz:  Die Verheißungen an die Erzväter. Die Konstruktion ethnischer Identität Israels – Megan Warner:  What if They're
Foreign? Inner-Legal Exegesis in the Ancestral Narratives – Konrad Schmid:  Die Priesterschrift als antike Historiographie.
Quellen und Darstellungsweise der politischen und religiösen Geschichte der Levante in den priesterschriftlichen
Erzelternerzählungen – Mark G. Brett:  YHWH among the Nations. The Politics of Divine Names in Genesis 15 and 24 – Yairah
Amit:  The Place of Exile in the Ancestorsʼ Narratives and in their Framework – Sarah Shectman:  Israel's Matriarchs: Political
Pawns or Powerbrokers? – Irmtraud Fischer:  Rahel und Lea bauten ganz Israel auf – Rebekka ermöglichte eine gemeinsame
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Identität – Oded Lipschits:  Abraham zwischen Mamre und Jerusalem – Thomas Römer:  Die politische Funktion der
vorpriesterlichen Abrahamtexte – Matthias Köckert:  Hagar und Ismael. Politische Aspekte im Wandel der Überlieferungen –
Christophe Nihan:  Abraham Traditions and Cult Politics in the Persian Period. Moriyyāh and Šalēm in Genesis – Omer Sergi:
Jacob and the Aramaean Identity of Ancient Israel between the Judges and the Prophets – Jakob Wöhrle:  Koexistenz durch
Unterwerfung. Zur Entstehung und politischen Intention der vorpriesterlichen Jakoberzählung – Christian Frevel:  »Esau, der
Vater Edoms« (Gen 36,9.43). Ein Vergleich der Edom-Überlieferungen in Genesis und Numeri vor dem Hintergrund der
historischen Entwicklung – Jacques T.A.G.M. van Ruiten:  The Reception of the Abraham Narrative in the Book of Jubilees –
Beate Ego:  »Nimm dir eine Frau aus dem Geschlecht deiner Väter« (Tob 4,12). Die Rezeption der Erzelternerzählung im
Tobitbuch – George J. Brooke:  The Politics of the Patriarchs in the Dead Sea Scrolls – Reuven Firestone:  The »Other« Ishmael
in Islamic Scripture and Tradition

van der Toorn, Karel

God in Context

Selected Essays on Society and Religion in the Early Middle East

Volume 123
2018. XIV, 380 pages. 

ISBN 9783161564703
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161564710
eBook PDF 154,00 €

In this work, Karel van der Toorn explores the social setting, the intellectual milieu, and the historical context of the beliefs and
practices reWected in the Hebrew Bible. While fully recognizing the unique character of early Israelite religion, the author
challenges the notion of its incomparability. Beliefs are anchored in culture. Rituals have societal signi�cance. God has a
history. By shifting the focus to the context, the essays gathered here yield a deeper understanding of Israelite religion and the
origins of the Bible.

Kurtz, Paul Michael

Kaiser, Christ, and Canaan

The Religion of Israel in Protestant Germany, 1871–1918

Volume 122
2018. XIV, 370 pages. 

ISBN 9783161554964
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161554971
eBook PDF 149,00 €

In this work, Paul Michael Kurtz examines the historiography of ancient Israel in the German Empire through the prism of
religion, as a structuring framework not only for writings on the past but also for the writers of that past themselves. The
author investigates what biblical scholars, theologians, orientalists, philologists, and ancient historians considered »religion«
and »history« to be, how they understood these conceptual categories, and why they studied them in the manner they did.
Focusing on Julius Wellhausen and Hermann Gunkel, his inquiry scrutinizes to what extent, in an age of allegedly neutral
historical science, the very enterprise of reconstructing the ancient past was shaped by liberal Protestant structures shared by
dominant historians from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Ederer, Matthias

Identitätsstiftende Begegnung

Die theologische Deutung des regelmäßigen Kultes Israels in der Tora

Volume 121
2018. XVI, 609 pages. 

ISBN 9783161554131
cloth 179,00 €

ISBN 9783161554148
eBook PDF 179,00 €

Within the Torah's cultic texts, the instructions to carry out communal ritual acts are of major importance. Matthias Ederer's
minute examination of these ' Tamid  texts' shows that though they appear to be set out as regulations , they barely address
the »how« and »what« of performance and instead develop detailed theological interpretations. All that the regular cultic acts
dealt with in the Torah have in common is that they outline and commemorate – by initiating a periodical interaction between
Israel and YHWH and vice versa – what Israel is, or ought to be, before YHWH. The texts are shaped as a »reservoir« of a
theologically founded identity of Israel, which is presented in a regular rhythm at the centre of Israel, the Temple, and thus
creates a speci�c time of Israel.

Book-Seams in the Hexateuch I

The Literary Transitions Between the Books of Genesis/Exodus and Joshua/Judges

Ed. by Christoph Berner and Harald Samuel with the assistance of Stephen Germany

Volume 120
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Volume 120
2018. X, 454 pages. 

ISBN 9783161544033
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161544040
eBook PDF 149,00 €

Biblical books, which were transmitted on separate scrolls in antiquity, are not necessarily identical with books in the modern
sense of a coherent and self-contained compositional unit. The books of the Primary History especially constitute a larger
master narrative. This raises the question of how the distribution of the text to diJerent scrolls relates to its compositional
history. Were the respective books conceived as physically separate parts of a multivolume composition (whether Pentateuch,
Hexateuch, Deuteronomistic History or Enneateuch) from the outset, or are we dealing with a more complex development of
originally independent compositional units that were only connected or separated by later redaction? The present volume
addresses these issues with respect to the transitions between the books of Genesis/Exodus and Joshua/Judges, which have
obviously developed in dependency upon each other.

Survey of contents

Part I: The Literary Transition between the Books of Genesis and Exodus
1. Material Evidence
Christoph Berner:  The Attestation of the Book-Seam in the Early Textual Witnesses and its Literary-Historical Implications
2. Literary-Historical Approaches
2.1. History of Research
Konrad Schmid:  The Sources of the Pentateuch, Their Literary Extent and the Bridge between Genesis and Exodus: A Survey
of Scholarship since Astruc
2.2. Contemporary Approaches
Joel S. Baden:  The Lack of Transition between Genesis 50 and Exodus 1 – Jan Christian Gertz:  The Relative Independence of
the Books of Genesis and Exodus – Reinhard Müller:  Response to Joel S. Baden and Jan Christian Gertz
3. The Larger Context
3.1. The Literary Place of the Joseph Story
David M. Carr:  Joseph Between Ancestors and Exodus: A Gradual Process of Connection – Franziska Ede:  The Literary
Development of the Joseph Story – Bernd U. Schipper:  Genesis 37–50 and the Model of a Gradual Extension: A Response to
David M. Carr and Franziska Ede
3.2. Exodus Material in the Book of Genesis and Genesis Material in the Book of Exodus
Detlef Jericke:  Exodus Material in the Book of Genesis – Wolfgang Oswald:  Genesis Material in the Book of Exodus: Explicit
Back References – Hans-Christoph Schmitt:  Parallel Narrative Patterns between Exodus 1–14* and the Ancestral Stories in
Genesis 24* and 29–31*

Part II: The Literary Transition between the Books of Joshua and Judges
1. Material Evidence
Harald Samuel:  The Attestation of the Book-Seam in the Early Textual Witnesses and its Literary-Historical Implications
2. Literary-Historical Approaches
2.1. History of Research
Erasmus Gaß:  Joshua's Death Told Twice – Perspectives from the History of Research
2.2. Contemporary Approaches
Erhard Blum:  Once Again: The Compositional Knot at the Transition between Joshua and Judges – Reinhard G. Kratz:  The
Literary Transition in Joshua 23-Judges 2: Observations and Considerations – Sarah Schulz:  The Literary Transition between
the Books of Joshua and Judges – Christian Frevel:  On Untying Tangles and Tying Knots in Joshua 23-Judges 3:6: A Response to
Erhard Blum, Reinhard G. Kratz and Sarah Schulz
3. The Larger Context
3.1. The Place of the Book of Joshua in the Hexateuch and/or in the So-Called Deuteronomistic History
Zev I. Farber/Jacob L. Wright:  The Savior of Gibeon: Reconstructing the Prehistory of the Joshua Account – Daniel E. Fleming:
The Shiloh Ritual in Joshua 18 as Origin of the Territorial Division by Lot
3.2. The Place of the Book of Judges in the So-Called Deuteronomistic History
Uwe Becker:  The Place of the Book of Judges in the So-Called Deuteronomistic History: Some Remarks on Recent Research –
Cynthia Edenburg:  Envelopes and Seams: How Judges Fits (or not) within the Deuteronomistic History – Peter Porzig:  The
Book of Judges within the Deuteronomistic History

Part III: The Transitions between the Books of Genesis/Exodus and Joshua/Judges and their Literary Relationship
1. Material Evidence
Christoph Berner:  The two Book-Seams and their Interconnections
2. Contemporary Approaches
Stephen Germany:  The Literary Relationship between Genesis 50-Exodus 1 and Joshua 24-Judges 2 – Jean Louis Ska:  Plot and
Story in Genesis-Exodus and Joshua-Judges

Koch, Christoph

Gottes himmlische Wohnstatt

Transformationen im Verhältnis von Gott und Himmel in tempeltheologischen Entwürfen des Alten

Testaments in der Exilszeit

Volume 119
2018. XIV, 272 pages. 

ISBN 9783161559648
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161559655
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The question of where God abides found various answers in the Old Testament, and it was not until relatively late that this was
localized to the heavens. Where and when did this idea �rst occur and in which religio-historical context? How does God's
dwelling in heaven relate to other ideas, such as his throne in the temple? And what were the reasons for this change in
thinking? Christoph Koch analyses conceptions of Old Testament temple theology from the Assyrian and Babylonian eras and
identi�es a profound change during the exile in Babylon. However, this is not to be understood as either just a reaction to the
temple's destruction, nor as a unilinear progression from temple to heaven, for instance. Rather, there is a great continuity
between the younger and older versions, and the explication of the heavenly abode is to be seen together with shifts in how
the world was perceived in the ancient Orient.
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Sanders, James A.

Scripture in Its Historical Contexts

Volume I: Text, Canon, and Qumran

Ed. by Craig A. Evans

Volume 118
2018. XIX, 548 pages. 

ISBN 9783161557569
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161559679
eBook PDF 154,00 €

In this important collection of essays James A. Sanders oJers his most signi�cant work on the text and canon of the Hebrew
Bible, along with his seminal studies of the Qumran Scrolls. He has been at the forefront of the study of canon formation,
history of interpretation, and textual criticism, with specialty in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the use of the Old Testament in the
New. These studies document the variety of textual traditions, as well as the diversity and unsettled, incipient state of the
collection of sacred literature that was regarded as authoritative or canonical in the late Second Temple period. They laid the
foundation on which today's scholarly discussion is focused.

Albertz, Rainer

Pentateuchstudien

Hrsg. v. Jakob Wöhrle, unter Mitarb. v. Friederike Neumann

Volume 117
2018. IX, 533 pages. 

ISBN 9783161537059
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161561108
eBook PDF 149,00 €

Twenty-one studies dedicated to the composition and redaction of the Pentateuch and the Hexateuch, written over ten years
as part of the Münster Old Testament scholar Rainer Albertz's work on his Exodus Commentary, are gathered in this volume.
Five of them were previously unpublished, while a further eight were revised and translated for their �rst appearance in
German. The problem-orientated approach taken reveals a model for the emergence of the Pentateuch that could replace the
classical three-source theory. A concluding overview makes it easier to gauge the model's eJectiveness by assigning the texts
dealt with to the identi�able tradition- and redaction-historical development stages of the Pentateuch.

Hamilton, Mark W.

A Kingdom for a Stage

Political and Theological Reflection in the Hebrew Bible

Volume 116
2018. XI, 256 pages. 

ISBN 9783161555053
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161555060
eBook PDF 114,00 €

The political rhetoric of ancient Israel took several literary, architectural, and graphic forms. Much of the relevant material
concerns kingship, but other loci of authority and submission also drew signi�cant attention. Mark W. Hamilton illustrates how
these »texts« interacted with other political rhetorics, especially those of the great Mesopotamian empires. By paying close
attention to the argumentation of the Israelite literature as well as their function as epideictic oratory building solidarity with
hearers he reveals the complexity of Israelite intellectual activity both during and after the period of the monarchy. By doing
this he shows that this body of thought lies at the heart of Western political thought even today.

Germany, Stephen

The Exodus-Conquest Narrative

The Composition of the Non-Priestly Narratives in Exodus-Joshua

Volume 115
2017. XIV, 515 pages. 

ISBN 9783161555183
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161555824
eBook PDF 159,00 €

In this study, Stephen Germany investigates the literary development of the non-priestly narratives in Exod 1–18; 19–24; 32–
34; Num 10–16; 20–24; and Josh 1–12. Through a new comparison of the various literary strata in these narratives to priestly
texts, the author concludes that a signi�cant portion of the non-priestly narratives in Exodus-Joshua belong to a post-priestly
stage of composition. The reconstruction of the remaining pre-priestly narrative in these books supports the theory of an
exodus-conquest narrative as one of the literary precursors to the Pentateuch and book of Joshua, challenging both the
Documentary Hypothesis and the Deuteronomistic History hypothesis in their various forms.
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Dimant, Devorah

From Enoch to Tobit

Collected Studies in Ancient Jewish Literature

Volume 114
2017. XVI, 367 pages. 

ISBN 9783161542886
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161554353
eBook PDF 159,00 €

The volume assembles twenty previously published studies by Devorah Dimant, which have been re-edited, updated, and
furnished with an introductory essay written especially for this collection. The studies survey and analyze Jewish works
composed in Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek during the Second Temple period, and discuss their contents, ideas, and connections
to the Dead Sea Scrolls. Particular attention is paid to central issues, such as the apocalyptic worldview and literature and its
relationship to the Dead Sea Scrolls. Among others, speci�c themes related to the Aramaic Tobit and 1 Enoch are analyzed as
well as the links detected between the Hebrew Qumran writings Pseudo-Ezekiel and the Apocryphon of Jeremiah and the later
apocalyptic works 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch. The introductory essay provides a general framework and pertinent terminology for
discussing the literature in question. Together these essays oJer a broad and fresh perspective of the Jewish literary scene in
antiquity, with special attention to the one nurtured in the land of Israel.

Schüle, Andreas

Theology from the Beginning

Essays on the Primeval History and its Canonical Context

Volume 113
2017. VIII, 340 pages. 

ISBN 9783161539978
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161549489
eBook PDF 139,00 €

The Primeval History (Genesis 1–11) is one of the most complex theological compositions of the Old Testament/the Hebrew
Bible. Woven into its multi-layered text one �nds reWections on an array of fundamental questions: How did the world come
into being? Who is its creator? What role does humankind play in the larger scheme of creation? Why is the world that God
made not a perfect one? And �nally, is it possible to lead a meaningful and even happy life despite the unpredictabilities of
existence? The essays by Andreas Schüle assembled in this volume address these and related questions through close
readings of Genesis 1–11 and by relating them to kindred textual traditions throughout the Old Testament/the Hebrew Bible.

Ezekiel

Current Debates and Future Directions

Ed. by William A. Tooman and Penelope Barter

Volume 112
2017. XV, 552 pages. 

ISBN 9783161530890
cloth 179,00 €

ISBN 9783161547140
eBook PDF 179,00 €

Ezekiel studies are Wourishing. The 27 essays collected in this volume were �rst presented at two symposia on the theme
»Ezekiel in International Perspective« at the Society of Biblical Literature conferences in St Andrews and Vienna. The principal
aim was to widen contact, cultivate understanding, and foster collaboration between international colleagues who, though
working on the same ancient text, possess diverse points of view and operate from diJerent methodological frames. The
meetings allowed moments of introspection, providing the freedom and opportunity to reWect on questions of appropriate
evidence, suitable methodology, and argumentative plausibility by juxtaposing papers from diverse perspectives. The
resulting collection is a portrait of the discipline in the present and a prospectus for future research.

Survey of contents

Part 1: The State of the Art
Karl-Friedrich Pohlmann:  Ezekiel: New Directions and Current Debates – Thomas Krüger:  Ezekiel Studies: Present State and
Future Outlook

Part 2: Ezekiel's Book and its Thought in Diachronic Perspective
Franz Sedlmeier:  The Proclamation of Salvation in the Book of Ezekiel: Restoration or Traces of 'Eschatological' Hope? – Anja
Klein:  Ezekiel 6.1–7 and 36.1–15: The Idea of the Mountains in the Book of Ezekiel – Steven S. Tuell:  The Book of Ezekiel as a
Work In Progress: Indications from the Lament Over the King of Tyre (28.11–19) – Franz Sedlmeier:  The Figure of David and
His Importance in Ezekiel 34–37 – Michael Konkel:  The Vision of the Dry Bones (Ezek 37.1–14): Resurrection, Restoration or
What? – Penelope Barter:  The Reuse of Ezekiel 20 in the Composition of Ezekiel 36.16–32 – Michael A. Lyons:  Extension and
Allusion: The Composition of Ezekiel 34 – Christophe Nihan:  Ezekiel 34–37 and Leviticus 26: A Reevaluation – Anja Klein:
Salvation for Sheep and Bones: Ezek 34 and 37 as Corner Pillars of Ezekiel's Prophecy of Salvation – Frank-Lothar Hossfeld:
The Gog Oracles of Ezekiel, between Psalms and the Priestly Writer – Michael Konkel:  Ezek 38–39 in Current Research:
Questions and Perspectives – Ingrid E. Lilly:  'Like the Vision': Temple Tours, Comparative Genre, and Scribal Composition in
Ezekiel 43

Part 3: Ezekiel's Book and its Thought in Synchronic Perspective
Tyler D. May�eld:  Literary Structure and Formulas in Ezekiel 34–37 – John T. Strong:  Cosmic Re-Creation and Ezekiel's
Vocabulary – John T. Strong:  The Conquest of the Land and Yahweh's Honor before the Nations in Ezekiel – Tobias Häner:
Reading Ezekiel 36.16–38 in Light of the Book: Observations on the Remembrance and Shame after Restoration (36.31–32) in a
Synchronic Perspective – Stephen L. Cook:  Burgeoning Holiness: Fecundity Let Loose in Ezekiel 34–36 – Stephen L. Cook:
Ezekiel's Recovery of Premonarchic, Tribal Israel

Part 4: Trauma and its E@ects
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Jacqueline E. Lapsley:  The Proliferation of Grotesque Bodies in Ezekiel: The Case of Ezekiel 23 – Daniel L. Smith-Christopher:
Deconstructing Terror in Ezekiel: The 'Valley of Bones' Vision as Response to Trauma

Part 5: Ezekiel's Afterlife: Interpretation and Reception
Michael A. Lyons:  Who Takes the Initiative? Reading Ezekiel in the Second Temple Period and Late Antiquity – Mark W. Elliott:
The Contribution of the History of Ezekiel-Interpretation and the Tradition of 'Reformed' Exegesis, with Particular Reference to
Ezekiel 21.25–27 (30–32) – Paul M. Joyce:  Reception and Interpretation in Ezekiel – Daniel L. Smith-Christopher:  Ezekiel as Jose ́
Posada: An Experiment in Cultural Exegesis of the Bible

Part 6: Reappraisal
William A. Tooman:  Literary Unity, Empirical Models, and the Compatibility of Synchronic and Diachronic Reading

The Formation of the Pentateuch

Bridging the Academic Cultures of Europe, Israel, and North America

Ed. by Jan C. Gertz, Bernard M. Levinson, Dalit Rom-Shiloni, and Konrad Schmid

Volume 111
2016. XI, 1204 pages. 

ISBN 9783161538841
eBook PDF 309,00 €

The Pentateuch lies at the heart of the Western humanities. Yet despite nearly two centuries of scholarship, its historical
origins and its literary history are still a subject of intense discussion. Critical scholarship has isolated multiple layers of
tradition, inconsistent laws, and narratives that could only have originated from separate communities within ancient Israel,
and were joined together at a relatively late stage by a process of splicing and editing.
Recent developments in academic biblical studies, however, jeopardize the revolutionary progress that has been
accomplished over the last two centuries. The past forty years of scholarship have witnessed not simply a proliferation of
intellectual models, but the fragmentation of discourse within the three main research centers of Europe, Israel, and North
America. Even when they employ the same terminology (redactor, author, source, exegesis), scholars often mean quite
diJerent things. Concepts taken for granted by one group of scholars (such as the existence of the Elohist source) are
dismissed out of hand by other scholarly communities.
In eJect, independent and sometimes competing scholarly discourses have emerged in Europe, Israel, and North America.
Each centers on the Pentateuch, each operates with its own set of working assumptions, and each is con�dent of its own
claims. This volume seeks to stimulate international discussion about the Pentateuch in order to help the discipline move
toward a set of shared assumptions and a common discourse. With the wide range of perspectives examined, this publication
is an invaluable resource for subsequent research.

Survey of contents

Jan Christian Gertz/Bernard M. Levinson/Dalit Rom-Shiloni/Konrad Schmid:  Convergence and Divergence in Pentateuchal
Theory

1. Empirical Perspectives on the Composition of the Pentateuch
Jan Christian Gertz:  Introduction – Christopher Rollston:  Intellectual Infrastructure and the Writing of the Pentateuch:
Empirical Models from Iron Age Inscriptions – David P. Wright:  The Covenant Code Appendix (Exod 23:20–33), Neo-Assyrian
Sources, and Implications for Pentateuchal Study – David M. Carr:  Data to Inform Ongoing Debates about the Formation of
the Pentateuch: From Documented Cases of Transmission History to Survey of Rabbinic Exegesis – Molly M. Zahn:  Inner-
Biblical Exegesis: The View from beyond the Bible – Armin Lange:  From Many to One: Some Thoughts on the Textual
Standardization of the Torah

2. Can the Pentateuch Be Read in its Present Form? Narrative Continuity in the Pentateuch in Comparative Perspective
JeJrey Stackert:  Introduction – Jean Louis Ska:  What Do We Mean by Plot and by Narrative Continuity? – Yairah Amit:  Travel
Narratives and the Message of Genesis – Joel S. Baden:  Why is the Pentateuch Unreadable? or, Why Are We Doing This
Anyway? – JeJrey Stackert:  Pentateuchal Coherence and the Science of Reading – Jean-Pierre Sonnet:  Does the Pentateuch
Tell  of Its Redactional Genesis? The Characters of Yhwh and Moses as Agents of Fortschreibung  in the Pentateuch's Narrated
World

3. How to Date Biblical Texts?
Shimon Gesundheit:  The Strengths and Weaknesses of Linguistic Dating – Erhard Blum:  The Linguistic Dating of Biblical
Texts: An Approach with Methodical Limitations – Jan Joosten:  Diachronic Linguistics and the Date of the Pentateuch – William
Schniedewind:  Linguistic Dating, Writing Systems, and the Pentateuchal Sources – Thomas Römer:  How to Date Pentateuchal
Texts: Some Case Studies – Noam Mizrahi:  Historical Linguistics as a Chronological Control in Pentateuchal Research: The
Linguistic Watershed of the Mid-Sixth Century BCE – Jakob Wöhrle:  There's no Master Key! The Literary Character of the
Priestly Stratum and the Formation of the Pentateuch – Frank H. Polak:  Oral Platform and Language Usage in the Abraham
Narrative – Frank H. Polak:  Story Telling and Redaction: Varieties of Language Usage in the Exodus Narrative

4. The Signi>cance of Second Temple Literature and the Dead Sea Scrolls for the Formation of the Pentateuch
Bernard M. Levinson:  Introduction – Sidnie White Crawford:  What Constitutes a Scriptural Text? The History of Scholarship on
Qumran Manuscript 4Q158 – Molly M. Zahn:  Scribal Revision and the Composition of the Pentateuch: Methodological
Questions Raised by 4Q158 Fragments 1–2 – Reinhard G. Kratz:  Reworked Pentateuch and Pentateuchal Theory – Richard J.
Bautch:  »Holy Seed«: Ezra's Rhetoric and the Formation of the Pentateuch – Sara Japhet:  What May Be Learned from Ezra-
Nehemiah about the Composition of the Pentateuch?

5. Evidence for Redactional Activity in the Pentateuch
Konrad Schmid:  Introduction – Jean Louis Ska:  Some Empirical Evidence in Favor of Redaction Criticism – Christoph Levin:
The Pentateuch: A Compilation by Redactors – Konrad Schmid:  Post-Priestly Additions in the Pentateuch: A Survey of
Scholarship

6. The Integration of Pre-Existing Literary Material in the Pentateuch and the Impact Upon its Final Shape
Joel S. Baden:  Introduction – Rainer Albertz:  Noncontinuous Literary Sources Taken up in the Book of Exodus – Itamar Kislev:
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The Story of the Gadites and the Reubenites (Numbers 32): A Case Study for an Approach to a Pentateuchal Text – Karin
Finsterbusch:  Integrating the Song of Moses into Deuteronomy and Reshaping the Narrative: DiJerent Solutions in MT Deut
31:1–32:47 and (the Hebrew Vorlage of) LXX Deut 31:1–32:47 – David P. Wright:  Source Dependence and the Development of
the Pentateuch: The Case of Leviticus 24

7. Historical Geography of the Pentateuch and Archaeological Perspectives
Jan Christian Gertz:  Introduction – David Ben-Gad HaCohen:  Biblical Criticism from a Geographer's Perspective:
»Transjordan« as a Test Case – Israel Finkelstein/Thomas Römer:  Early North Israelite »Memories« on Moab – Thomas B.
Dozeman:  The Historical Geography of the Pentateuch and Archaeological Perspectives – Jan Christian Gertz:  Hezekiah,
Moses, and the Nehushtan: Some Remarks on a Case Study for a Correlation of the History of Religion in the Monarchical
Period with the History of the Formation of the Hebrew Bible – Angela Roskop Erisman:  For the Border of the Ammonites Was
… Where? Historical Geography and Biblical Interpretation in Numbers 21

8. Do the Pentateuchal Sources Extend into the Former Prophets?
Konrad Schmid:  Introduction – Baruch J. Schwartz:  The Pentateuchal Sources and the Former Prophets: A Documentarian's
Perspective – Cynthia Edenburg:  Joshua 1–5 within Hexateuch, Enneateuch and Deuteronomistic History Models – Thomas
Römer:  The Problem of the Hexateuch

9. Rethinking the Relationship Between the Law and the Prophets
Dalit Rom-Shiloni:  Introduction – Konrad Schmid:  The Prophets after the Law or the Law after the Prophets? Terminological,
Biblical, and Historical Perspectives – Marvin A. Sweeney:  Hosea's Reading of Pentateuchal Narratives: A Window for a
Foundational E Stratum – Reinhard Achenbach:  The Sermon on the Sabbath in Jer 17:19–27 and the Torah – Georg Fischer:

ינועדי אל  הרותה  יׂשפתו   ( Jer 2:8): The Relationship of the Book of Jeremiah to the Torah – Dalit Rom-Shiloni:  Compositional
Harmonization: Priestly and Deuteronomic References in Jeremiah—An Earlier Stage of a Recognized Interpretive Technique –
John Kessler:  Patterns of »Descriptive Curse Formulae« in the Hebrew Bible, with Special Attention to Leviticus 26 and Amos
4:6–12 – Mark J. Boda:  Reading Zechariah 9–14 with the Law and the Prophets: Sibling Rivalry and Prophetic Crisis – Jakob
Wöhrle:  Jacob, Moses, and Levi: Pentateuchal Figures in the Book of the Twelve – Christophe Nihan:  Branching Mosaic and
Prophetic Discourses on the Exile: Leviticus 26 and Ezekiel – Ariel Kopilovitz:  What Kind of Priestly Writings did Ezekiel Know?
The Case of Leviticus 26 – Michael A. Lyons:  How Have We Changed? Older and Newer Arguments about the Relationship of
Ezekiel and the Holiness Code – Tova Ganzel/Risa Levitt Kohn:  Ezekiel's Use of Leviticus 26

10. Reading for Unity, Reading for Multiplicity: Theological Implications of the Study of the Pentateuch's Composition
Benjamin Sommer:  Introduction – Benjamin Sommer:  Book or Anthology? The Pentateuch as Jewish Scripture – Markus
Witte:  Methodological ReWections on a Theology of the Pentateuch – Jean-Pierre Sonnet:  The Dynamic of Closure in the
Pentateuch – James W. Watts:  Narratives, Lists, Rhetoric, Ritual, and the Pentateuch as a Scripture

Hensel, Benedikt

Juda und Samaria

Zum Verhältnis zweier nach-exilischer Jahwismen

Volume 110
2016. XV, 487 pages. 

ISBN 9783161549052
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161549069
eBook PDF 149,00 €

Benedikt Hensel presents in this volume new insights on the emergence of the Old Testament and Judaism. Starting with the
Mt. Gerizim Yahwists, who were later identi�ed as »Samaritans«, the author investigates their relationship to their Judean
counterparts in the post-exile period (600–100 BCE) by using all the currently available Samarian archaeological, iconographic,
numismatic and epigraphical sources. He also simultaneously evaluates the literary testimonies of the Old Testament and later
Jewish traditions, esp. Ezra-Nehemiah, the books of the Chronicles and 2 Kings 17. The religious-sociological and -political
developments hereby demonstrated lead to the conclusion that there were two Yawhistic communities in Judah and Samaria
existing side-by-side and in communication with one another in post-exile Palestine.
This work was awarded the main prize of the Armin Schmitt Stiftung für biblische Textforschung 2018.

Altmann, Peter

Economics in Persian-Period Biblical Texts

Their Interactions with Economic Developments in the Persian Period and Earlier Biblical Traditions

Volume 109
2016. XII, 342 pages. 

ISBN 9783161548130
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161549380
eBook PDF 139,00 €

Large-scale economic change such as the rise of coinage occurred during the Persian-dominated centuries (6th -4th centuries
BCE) in the Eastern Mediterranean and ancient Near East. How do the biblical texts of the time respond to such
developments?
In this study, Peter Altmann lays out foundational economic conceptions from the ancient Near East and earlier biblical
traditions in order to show how Persian-period biblical texts build on these traditions to address the challenges of their day.
Economic issues are central to the way that Ezra and Nehemiah approach the topics of temple building and of Judean self-
understanding. Economic terminology and considerations also appear in Second Isaiah and the »Holiness Code.« Following
signi�cant interaction with the material culture and extra-biblical texts, the author devotes special attention to the ascendancy
of economics and its theological and identity implications as structuring metaphors for divine action and human community in
the Persian period.
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Centres and Peripheries in the Early Second Temple Period

Ed. by Ehud Ben Zvi and Christoph Levin

Volume 108
2016. XIV, 469 pages. 

ISBN 9783161542930
cloth 154,00 €

ISBN 9783161550256
eBook PDF 154,00 €

»Centre and periphery« frameworks have been particularly helpful for research on systems whose dynamics are strongly
inWuenced by a substantially unequal distribution of qualities. But what can these frameworks, in all their present diversity
and in their various »re-conceptualizations,« contribute to the study of the early Second Temple period? The essays in this
volume address this question through the prism of, for instance, the location of Jerusalem, diasporic communities, Torah, roles
of temples and royal courts, Jerusalem/Gerizim, the Zion tradition, the universal kingdom of YHWH, the literary history of some
texts, socio-linguistic choices, and gender.

Survey of contents

Ehud Ben Zvi:  Introduction – Ehud Ben Zvi:  Introductory Centre/Core-Periphery Considerations and the Case of Interplaying
of Rigid and Flexible Constructions of Centre and Periphery among the Literati of the Late Persian/Early Hellenistic Period –
Laurie E. Pearce:  Looking for Judeans in Babylonia's Core and Periphery – Bob Becking:  Centre, Periphery, and Interference:
Notes on the »Passover/Mazzot«-Letter from Elephantine – Sylvie Honigman:  Intercultural Exchanges in the Hellenistic East:
The Respective Roles of Temples, Royal Ohces, Courts, and Gymnasia – Diana Edelman:  Identities within a Central and
Peripheral Perspective: The Use of Aramaic in the Hebrew Bible – Francis Landy:  Between Centre and Periphery: Space and
Gender in the Book of Judges in the Early Second Temple Period – Hermann-Josef Stipp:  Jeremiah 24: Deportees, Remainees,
Returnees, and the Diaspora – Kåre Berge:  Are There Centres and Peripheries in Deuteronomy? – Reinhard Müller:  The Altar
on Mount Gerizim (Deuteronomy 27:1–8): Centre or Periphery? – Erik Aurelius:  Periphery as Provocation? 1 Kings 17 and 2
Kings 5 – Magnar Kartveit:  The Temple of Jerusalem as the Centre of AJairs in the Book of Chronicles: Memories of the Past
and Contemporary Social Setting – Louis C. Jonker:  Being both on the Periphery and in the Centre: The Jerusalem Temple in
Late Persian Period Yehud from Postcolonial Perspective – Gary N. Knoppers:  What is the Core and What is the Periphery in
Ezra-Nehemiah? – Juha Pakkala:  Centres and Peripheries in the Ezra Story – Friedhelm Hartenstein:  The King on the Throne of
God: The Concept of World Dominion in Chronicles and Psalm 2 – Beate Ego:  Jerusalem and the Nations: »Centre and
Periphery« in the Zion Tradition – Kathrin Liess:  Centre and Periphery in Psalm 137 – Christoph Levin:  The Edition of the
Psalms of Ascents – Ann-Cathrin Fiß:  »As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us«
(Psalm 103:12): Mercy as the Centre of Psalm 103 – Urmas Nõmmik:  Qinah Meter: From Genre Periphery to Theological
Centre – A Sketch – Peter Juhás:  »Centre« and »Periphery« in the Apocalyptic Imagination: The Vision of the Ephah (Zechariah
5:5–11) and the Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch as Case Study

The Fall of Jerusalem and the Rise of the Torah

Ed. by Peter Dubovský, Dominik Markl, and Jean-Pierre Sonnet

Volume 107
2016. X, 381 pages. 

ISBN 9783161550140
eBook PDF 114,00 €

The destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 587 bce is arguably the most tremendous disaster in the Hebrew Bible.
How this decisive date relates to the development of the Pentateuch, however, is highly controversial. Is the trauma of
Jerusalem reWected in the �ve books of Moses? This question is addressed from multiple perspectives in this volume. Israel
Finkelstein and Lester L. Grabbe discuss the archaeological and historical data. Experts in Pentateuchal criticism from diverse
international backgrounds present a rich panorama of relevant themes, including biblical historiography, contacts with
Mesopotamian culture before and during the Babylonian exile, and the issue of cultic discontinuity caused by the destruction
and restoration of Jerusalem's temple.

Survey of contents

I. The Fall of Jerusalem: Archaeological, Historical and Literary Perspectives
Israel Finkelstein:  Jerusalem and Judah 600–200 bce. Implications for Understanding Pentateuchal Texts – Lester L. Grabbe:
The Last Days of Judah and the Roots of the Pentateuch. What Does History Tell Us? – Peter Dubovský:  Suspicious Similarities.
A Comparative Study of the Falls of Samaria and Jerusalem – Jean-Pierre Sonnet:  The Siege of Jerusalem between Rhetorical
Maximalism (Deuteronomy 28) and Narrative Minimalism (2 Kings 25)

II. The Rise of the Torah: Exemplary Texts and Issues
Angelika Berlejung:  Living in the Land of Shinar. ReWections on Exile in Genesis 11:1–9? – Jean Louis Ska:  Why Does the
Pentateuch Speak so Much of Torah and so Little of Jerusalem? – Konrad Schmid:  Divine Legislation in the Pentateuch in its
Late Judean and Neo-Babylonian Context – Eckart Otto:  Born out of Ruins. The Catastrophe of Jerusalem as Accoucheur to the
Pentateuch in the Book of Deuteronomy – Nili Wazana:  The Law of the King (Deuteronomy 17:14–20) in the Light of Empire
and Destruction

III. Priestly and Cultic (Dis-)continuities
Nathan MacDonald:  Aaron's Failure and the Fall of the Hebrew Kingdoms – JeJrey Stackert:  Political Allegory in the Priestly
Source. The Destruction of Jerusalem, the Exile and their Alternatives – Dominik Markl:  The Wilderness Sanctuary as the
Archetype of Continuity between the Pre- and the Postexilic Temples of Jerusalem – Christophe Nihan:  Cult Centralization and
the Torah Traditions in Chronicles

IV. Prophetic Transformations
Georg Fischer:  Don't Forget Jerusalem's Destruction! The Perspective of the Book of Jeremiah – Bernard M. Levinson:
Zedekiah's Release of Slaves as the Babylonians Besiege Jerusalem. Jeremiah 34 and the Formation of the Pentateuch – Ronald
Hendel:  Remembering the Exodus in the Wake of Catastrophe

Dis-aster: Re8ection and Perspective
Jean-Pierre Sonnet:  The Writing of the Disaster. Resilience and Fortschreibung
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Jonker, Louis C.

Defining All-Israel in Chronicles

Multi-levelled Identity Negotiation in Late Persian-Period Yehud

Volume 106
2016. XVII, 358 pages. 

ISBN 9783161545955
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161545962
eBook PDF 144,00 €

In this book, Louis C. Jonker considers more sophisticated and nuanced models for applying the heuristic lens of »identity« in
the interpretation of the Hebrew Bible book of Chronicles. Not only does he investigate the potential and limitations of
diJerent sociological models for this purpose, but the author also provides a more nuanced analysis of the socio-historical
context of origin of late Persian-period biblical literature by distinguishing between four levels of socio-historic existence in
this period. It is shown that varying power relations were in operation on these diJerent levels which contributed to a multi-
levelled process of identity negotiation. Louis C. Jonker shows the value of the chosen methodological approach in his analysis
of Chronicles, but also suggests that it holds potential for the investigation of other Hebrew Bible corpora.

Schmidt, Brian B.

The Materiality of Power

Explorations in the Social History of Ancient Israelite Magic

Volume 105
2016. XV, 258 pages. 

ISBN 9783161533020
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161547096
eBook PDF 114,00 €

Brian B. Schmidt presents �ve case studies in which architectural spaces, artifacts, epigraphs, images and biblical manuscripts
corroborate the existence of a robust daimonic realm ruled by YHWH and Asherah in late pre-exilic Israel and an embryonic
pandemonium foreshadowing later demonological constructs. The material and epigraphic data from Kuntillet Ajrud, Ketef
Hinnom, and Khirbet el-Qom, along with the early manuscript evidence from Deut 32 and 1 Sam 28, indicate that this
pandemonium wreaked havoc on the living and the dead. These same data also preserve a countervailing realm of
apotropaism—a realm over which YHWH and Asherah, portrayed as Egypt's quintessential protective deities Bes and Beset,
governed. Various other material media including amulets, inscribed blessings and decorated jars also conveyed this
counteractive apotropaism. Yet, the data as a whole highlight Asherah's central role in this magical realm as YHWH's
mediatrix. Alongside various protective spirits, Asherah executed divine protection for mortals, those alive and departed, from
threatening demons.

Heckl, Raik

Neuanfang und Kontinuität in Jerusalem

Studien zu den hermeneutischen Strategien im Esra-Nehemia-Buch

Volume 104
2016. X, 463 pages. 

ISBN 9783161541186
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161541193
eBook PDF 149,00 €

In this monograph, Raik Heckl deals with the hermeneutic strategies presented in the composition of the book of Ezra-
Nehemiah. These shed light on the political and religious discourses of its time of origin, thus making it possible to understand
why the book presents a re-contextualization of older texts. The book of Ezra-Nehemiah itself is a late postexilic ideological
manifesto which presents the return from the Babylonian exile, the Jerusalem Temple and the Jerusalem interpretation of the
Torah as the only foundations of postexilic Israel. Its background was the conWict with the community of the Samarians. The
new beginning is founded on an alleged unbroken continuity of the election of Jerusalem and the related interpretation of the
Torah. It is directed against the temple on Mt. Garizim and its use of the Torah.

Dubovský, Peter

The Building of the First Temple

A Study in Redactional, Text-Critical and Historical Perspective

Volume 103
2015. XVII, 264 pages. 

ISBN 9783161538377
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161538384
eBook PDF 119,00 €

In this monograph Peter Dubovský explores the biblical and extra-biblical material in order to determine whether the pre-
exilic temple underwent any reconstructions. The study of ancient Near Eastern material provides a background to how and
why temples changed. The author's work is dedicated to the study of notes and comments spread over various parts of the
Bible. He argues that there is enough evidence to prove that the pre-exilic temple of Jerusalem underwent important changes.
What then can we say about 1 Kings 6–8 that attribute the construction of the temple in its full glory to Solomon? Thumbing
through the commentaries on 1 Kings is suhcient to persuade even the most casual reader that the text is full of problems.
The syntax is often incomprehensible, the grammar is unclear, and above all the diJerent manuscripts disagree on the
description of the �rst temple. Peter Dubovský's basic presupposition is that since the temple represented the most
important building/institution in ancient Israel, it was only natural that the texts describing the temple underwent several
redactions and were often glossed. He synthetizes the results and proposes a chronological development of the temple of
Jerusalem as well as a minimalist version and also ventures to oJer a more nuanced model. This conclusion, on the one hand,
should be ultimately confronted with the results of archaeological excavation once they become available; on the other hand,
this study can point to some nuances that only a text can preserve and no archaeologist can ever unearth.
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Kratz, Reinhard Gregor

Mythos und Geschichte

Kleine Schriften III

Volume 102
2015. X, 360 pages. 

ISBN 9783161540745
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161540752
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The third collection of Reinhard G. Kratz's Selected Essays is devoted to »myth« in the Hebrew Bible and contains material
dealing with the tense relationship between biblical tradition and historical reality. While the �rst part (Myth and History in
Biblical Scholarship ) takes a research-history approach and introduces renowned scholars who have subjected the diJerence
between tradition and history to a critical analysis, the two following parts oJer examples from two areas of the Hebrew Bible.
The second section is devoted to the Myth of God's Kingship  and its transformation within the Psalms and the Dead Sea
Scrolls. The Myth of God's People  forms the third part. Here the essays concentrate on the background to the grasp of history
and stories in the North-West Semitic inscriptions which illuminate the emergence of sacred history in the Hebrew Bible.

The Post-Priestly Pentateuch

New Perspectives on its Redactional Development and Theological Profiles

Ed. by Federico Giuntoli and Konrad Schmid

Volume 101
2015. VIII, 351 pages. 

ISBN 9783161531217
cloth 134,00 €

ISBN 9783161538339
eBook PDF 134,00 €

Today agreement regarding the formation of the Pentateuch is no longer as widespread as it was when the documentary
hypothesis was �rst proposed. Numerous scholars �nd that more recent periods of Israelite history – the exilic and post-exilic
periods – are more likely to have been behind important sections of the Pentateuch. This has resulted in a major shift in
scholarship: no longer is the remote past of Israelite history the only era, or even the primary era, during which the Pentateuch
came into formation. Rather, the development of the Pentateuch continued down into the Persian and Hellenistic periods.
During these centuries, the post-exilic community brought together the texts of their own cultural heritage and blended these
ancient stories with ex novo additions that reWected their current historical situation. The result was the Pentateuch as we
know it today. This volume focuses on these �nal redactions included in the biblical text after the Priestly materials. The
purpose of these �nal additions was to complete that which was deemed necessary to recount, as well as to update, reorient,
and, sometimes, to correct older materials containing ideas that were no longer compatible with the post-exilic time of the
editors.

Survey of contents

Konrad Schmid:  Von der Diaskeuase zur nachendredaktionellen Fortschreibung. Die Geschichte der Erforschung der
nachpriesterschriftlichen Redaktionsgeschichte des Pentateuch – David M. Carr:  Strong and Weak Cases and Criteria for
Establishing the Post-Priestly Character of Hexateuchal Material – Reinhard Achenbach:  How to Speak about GOD with Non-
Israelites. Some Observations about the Use of Names for God by Israelites and Pagans in the Pentateuch – Rainer Albertz:
The Formative Impact of the Hexateuch Redaction. An Interim Result – Bernard S. Jackson:  Ruth, the Pentateuch and the
Nature of Biblical Law in Conversation with Jean Louis Ska – Bernard M. Levinson:  A Post-Priestly Harmonization in the Flood
Narrative – Christoph Levin:  Die Verheißungen an die Väter. Eine Bestandsaufnahme – Joseph Blenkinsopp:  The »Covenant of
Circumcision« (Gen 17) in the Context of the Abraham Cycle (Gen 11:27–25:11). Preliminary Considerations – Matthias
Köckert:  Gen 20–22 als nach-priesterliche Erweiterung der Vätergeschichte – Alexander Rofé:  The Admonitions not to Leave
the Promised Land in Genesis 24 and 26 and the Authorization in Genesis 46 – Thomas Römer:  The Joseph Story: Pre- or Post-
P? – Federico Giuntoli:  Ephraim, Manasseh, and Post-Exilic Israel. A Study of the Redactional Expansions in Gen 48 Regarding
Joseph's Sons – Jan C. Gertz:  Zusammenhang, Trennung und Selbständigkeit der Bücher Genesis und Exodus im priesterlichen
und nachpriesterlichen Pentateuch – Ludwig Schmidt:  Der Stab des Mose in der vor- und nachpriesterlichen Redaktion des
Pentateuch – Hans-Christoph Schmitt:  Die »Sinai-Overtüre« in Ex 19,3b-9 als nachpriesterliche Verbindung zwischen
Pentateuch und Vorderen Propheten. Mal'ak-, Hexateuch- oder Enneateuch-Fortschreibung? – Christophe Nihan:  Moses'
Song in Deuteronomy 32: A Post-Priestly Text? – Eckart Otto:  The Integration of the Post-exilic Book of Deuteronomy into the
Post-Priestly Pentateuch

Gaß, Erasmus

Menschliches Handeln und Sprechen im Horizont Gottes

Aufsätze zur biblischen Theologie

Volume 100
2015. XIII, 404 pages. 

ISBN 9783161539022
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161539480
eBook PDF 159,00 €

This volume presents a collection of 12 of Erasmus Gaß's studies dealing with God and mankind. Arranged into four parts, the
�rst addresses God's dealings with the world and places center stage His ability to act in history. The author shows that God is
able to intervene at any time in order to channel His intentions for universal salvation in the right direction. The second part
examines how God communicates with individual human beings and to this end, the biblical understanding of prophets, as
well as the question of true prophecy, are subjects of discussion here. The overall topic of the third section is the biblical idea
of election as it was developed in the books of Hosea and Kings, while the �nal section deals with human conduct as seen
through the eyes of God. Contours of an Old Testament ethics are hereby outlined and it is shown how these might prove
helpful to human coexistence.
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Jeremias, Jörg

Studien zur Theologie des Alten Testaments

Hrsg. v. Friedhelm Hartenstein u. Jutta Krispenz

Volume 99
2015. VIII, 392 pages. 

ISBN 9783161538056
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161538063
eBook PDF 159,00 €

The renowned Old Testament scholar Jörg Jeremias has long been occupied with fundamental questions of the theology of the
Old Testament. This volume contains 23 of his paradigmatic contributions to the subject. It starts with basic considerations on
the recent history of research and on questions of »prolegomena« for an Old Testament theology. The other texts are case
studies, dealing with important aspects of creation theology and ethics, and with (hermeneutical) problems of the concepts of
God in the Old Testament such as divine wrath, repentance, and vengeance. Another group of studies focusses on the
dialectics of praise and remoteness of YHWH in the Psalms. The volume concludes with some in-depth works on the
theological development of prophetical scriptures. Here, Jeremias shows how an increasingly self-conscious theology arose in
the Old Testament.

Witte, Markus

Texte und Kontexte des Sirachbuchs

Gesammelte Studien zu Ben Sira und zur frühjüdischen Weisheit

Volume 98
2015. X, 325 pages. 

ISBN 9783161539053
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161539060
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The book of Ben Sira, written in Hebrew in Jerusalem in the early 2nd century BCE, translated to Greek in Alexandria in the late
2nd century BCE, gives a powerful synthesis and transformation of sapiential, cultic, juridical and historiographical-prophetical
traditions of ancient Judaism. The great diJerences between the Hebrew, Greek, Syriac and Latin versions of the book of Ben
Sira challenge the exegesis and the history of the biblical canon in a special way. In the essays of this volume, Markus Witte
focuses on text-critical and literary-historical problems of the book of Ben Sira, portrays its diJerent theologies and
determines its position in the context of the early Jewish wisdom literature. Other early Jewish writings, especially the Wisdom
of Solomon, are also considered concerning their own anthropological, ethical and theological conceptions.

Bezzel, Hannes

Saul

Israels König in Tradition, Redaktion und früher Rezeption

Volume 97
2015. XII, 303 pages. 

ISBN 9783161536847
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161536854
eBook PDF 119,00 €

In this study, Hannes Bezzel examines King Saul and the diachronic genesis of this literary character. The starting point is the
»early reception history« up to the end of the 1st century C.E., and more precisely, the Saul-images of Ben Sira's laus patrum,
the Qumran document 4Q252, the Liber Antiquitatum Biblicarum , and of Josephus' Antiquitates Judaicae . Based on these
studies, the author further pursues the phenomenon of »rewritten Bible /scripture" , �rst into the Books of Chronicles, then
into the redaction history of the Books of Samuel. Here, his analysis �nds an older Saul tradition in I Sam 9–10*; 11*; 14,47–
51*. Within the scope of an enhanced Samuel-Saul-circle (I Sam 1*; 4*; 9–10*; 13–14*; 29*; 31*) the topic of the Philistines was
introduced by means of the literary �gure Samuel. Only in a third step was this narrative circle connected with the David
tradition in the context of a »History of David's Rise.«

Stipp, Hermann-Josef

Studien zum Jeremiabuch

Text und Redaktion

Volume 96
2015. VIII, 444 pages. 

ISBN 9783161534973
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161578274
eBook PDF 149,00 €

The book of Jeremiah elicits lively debates among biblical scholars. It has been given to us in two diJerent editions: alongside
the Hebrew text we have the much shorter Greek translation (LXX). Moreover, the book abounds with traces of an extended
redaction history, among them numerous passages in deuteronomistic diction. In the present volume, Hermann-Josef Stipp
assembles sixteen papers dedicated to these problems. Enquiries into the textual transmission explore the import of the
textual deviations between MT and LXX and study the translation technique of the LXX. Another point of emphasis is the
deuteronomistic redaction of the book, especially the criteria of its identi�cation, its method, its internal strati�cation, place of
provenance, theological outlook and afterlife in the subsequent development of the book.
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Blum, Erhard

Grundfragen der historischen Exegese

Methodologische, philologische und hermeneutische Beiträge zum Alten Testament

Hrsg. v. Wolfgang Oswald u. Kristin Weingart

Volume 95
2015; unrevised student edition 2017.
VIII, 231 pages. 

ISBN 9783161556753
paper 59,00 €

This volume contains eleven essays by the Tübingen Old Testament scholar Erhard Blum from between 1975 and 2014. It
supplements his previous collection »Text Layout and Composition« (FAT 69) with studies dedicated to overall aspects of Old
Testament exegesis. These take into consideration, among others, the nature of Old Testament historical traditions and
methodological categories such as synchrony or form criticism. Also included are examinations of a more philological
character, covering for instance Elohim as a designation for God or the verbal system of ancient Hebrew. A third focus of
attention lies on hermeneutic perspectives like the implications of Christian exegesis of the Old Testament for and from the
encounter with Judaism.

Survey of contents

Notwendigkeit und Grenzen historischer Exegese. Plädoyer für eine alttestamentliche »Exegetik« (2005) – Historiographie oder
Dichtung? Zur Eigenart alttestamentlicher Geschichtsüberlieferung (2005) – Von Sinn und Nutzen der Kategorie »Synchronie«
in der Exegese (2004) – »Formgeschichte« – ein irreführender BegriJ? (2006) – Die Stimme des Autors in den
Geschichtsüberlieferungen des Alten Testaments (2008) – Zwischen Literarkritik und Stilkritik. Die diachrone Analyse der
literarischen Verbindung von Genesis und Exodus – im Gesspräch mit Ludwig Schmidt (2013) – Psalm 2,7c – eine performative
Aussage (1975) – Der vermeintliche Gottesname »Elohim« (2008) – Das althebräische Verbalsystem – eine synchrone Analyse
(2008) – Volk oder Kultgemeinde? Zum Bild des nachexilischen Judentums in der alttestamentlichen Wissenschaft (1995) – Das
Vorverständnis hinterfragen. Veränderungen alttestamentlich-exegetischer Zugänge aus der lebensweltlichen Begegnung mit
dem Judentum (2014)

Blum, Erhard

Grundfragen der historischen Exegese

Methodologische, philologische und hermeneutische Beiträge zum Alten Testament

Hrsg. v. Wolfgang Oswald u. Kristin Weingart

Volume 95
2015. VIII, 231 pages. 

ISBN 9783161535710
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161535727
eBook PDF 119,00 €

This volume contains eleven essays by the Tübingen Old Testament scholar Erhard Blum from between 1975 and 2014. It
supplements his previous collection »Text Layout and Composition« (FAT 69) with studies dedicated to overall aspects of Old
Testament exegesis. These take into consideration, among others, the nature of Old Testament historical traditions and
methodological categories such as synchrony or form criticism. Also included are examinations of a more philological
character, covering for instance Elohim as a designation for God or the ancient Hebrew verb system. A third focus of attention
lies on hermeneutic perspectives like the implications of Christian exegesis of the Old Testament for and from the encounter
with Judaism.

Survey of contents

Notwendigkeit und Grenzen historischer Exegese. Plädoyer für eine alttestamentliche »Exegetik« (2005) – Historiographie oder
Dichtung? Zur Eigenart alttestamentlicher Geschichtsüberlieferung (2005) – Von Sinn und Nutzen der Kategorie »Synchronie«
in der Exegese (2004) – »Formgeschichte« – ein irreführender BegriJ? (2006) – Die Stimme des Autors in den
Geschichtsüberlieferungen des Alten Testaments (2008) – Zwischen Literarkritik und Stilkritik. Die diachrone Analyse der
literarischen Verbindung von Genesis und Exodus – im Gesspräch mit Ludwig Schmidt (2013) – Psalm 2,7c – eine performative
Aussage (1975) – Der vermeintliche Gottesname »Elohim« (2008) – Das althebräische Verbalsystem – eine synchrone Analyse
(2008) – Volk oder Kultgemeinde? Zum Bild des nachexilischen Judentums in der alttestamentlichen Wissenschaft (1995) – Das
Vorverständnis hinterfragen. Veränderungen alttestamentlich-exegetischer Zugänge aus der lebensweltlichen Begegnung mit
dem Judentum (2014)

Klein, Anja

Geschichte und Gebet

Die Rezeption der biblischen Geschichte in den Psalmen des Alten Testaments

Volume 94
2014. XII, 435 pages. 

ISBN 9783161532412
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161533150
eBook PDF 144,00 €

Anja Klein presents a literary and theological analysis of the historical psalms Exod 15, Ps 78, 105, 106, 114, 135 and 136. Her
study focuses on the redactional history of these texts and the demonstration of inner-biblical exegesis within their literary
growth. It shows that the reception of biblical history starts with the Song of the Sea (Exod 15) in the narrative context and is
then carried into the book of Psalms. It is here that the historical psalms continue the reception with diJerent emphases,
which results in an ongoing discourse on biblical history. This dynamic exegetical process can be described as biblical
Judaism's search for identity in which the people assure themselves of their history with their God. The literary genre of the
texts as prayers evokes a cultic context and allows for an individual appropriation of biblical history.
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Bons, Eberhard

Textkritik und Textgeschichte

Studien zur Septuaginta und zum hebräischen Alten Testament

Volume 93
2014. XI, 262 pages. 

ISBN 9783161509667
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161578144
eBook PDF 119,00 €

Ever since the era of humanism, biblical exegetes have consistently drawn on the Greek Bible text of the Septuagint when the
Hebrew texts proved to be dihcult or even puzzling, and they attempted to improve these at least selectively with the help of
the Greek text version. In the past 30 years, this text-critical research on the Bible text has increasingly moved away from the
procedure. In fact the text of the Septuagint, in its entire diversity and development, is regarded as a witness to the textual
history of the Old Testament which deserves its own consideration. The articles in this volume deal with this issue. Using
selected examples, mainly from the Psalms and the Prophets, they show that the translators tried to preserve the meaning of
their Hebrew source text while trying to focus on new content.

Teeter, David Andrew

Scribal Laws

Exegetical Variation in the Textual Transmission of Biblical Law in the Late Second Temple Period

Volume 92
2014. XVI, 359 pages. 

ISBN 9783161532498
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161532504
eBook PDF 119,00 €

On the basis of a detailed analysis of extant texts and versions, David Andrew Teeter examines the nature and background of
deliberate scribal changes in the text of biblical law during the late Second Temple period. What were the »laws« governing this
mode of scribal production and how are the »laws« produced thereby to be understood? What are the underlying causes of
textual diJerence, and what are the eJects of the resulting plurality upon the character of interpretive scriptural encounter?
What do the attested textual diJerences reveal about the social history of the biblical text, and how does this relate to halakhic
diversity within Judaism of the period? The author undertakes to answer these questions in a methodologically rigorous way,
oJering a sustained examination of the nature of exegetical textual variants and their place within the multi-faceted
interpretive encounter with scripture in the late Second Temple period.

Survey of contents

Introduction: Scribal Laws

Chapter 1: Text History as Reception History: Plurality and the Dynamics of Textual Change Textual Variation in Context:
Pluriformity and Scriptural Reception in the Second Temple Period – Halakhah and Textual Plurality – Summary

Chapter 2: Exegetical Variation in the Text of Biblical LawPart One: Larger Scale Variation

Moderate Pluses

Part Two: Smaller Scale Variation

Minor Expansions – Combined Expansion and Change – Change/Exchange – Exegetical Omission – Diachronic Considerations

Chapter 3: The Textual Hermeneutics of Exegetical Variation in Biblical Law Textual and Exegetical Procedures –
Presuppositions

Chapter 4: Historical Assessment: The Nature and Background of Textual Variation in Scriptural Legal Texts Characterizing
Legal Transmission: »Genre« and Textual Variation – Characterizing Textual Plurality: Textual Status- Literary Scope-Social
Location: An Anatomy of Issues – Conclusion

Conclusion

Spieckermann, Hermann

Lebenskunst und Gotteslob in Israel

Anregungen aus Psalter und Weisheit für die Theologie

Volume 91
2014. X, 500 pages. 

ISBN 9783161519154
cloth 149,00 €

The volume contains various articles by Hermann Spieckermann covering wisdom literature, the Psalms and Old Testament
theology. Some of the articles have not yet been published, most of them were published in the previous decade and have
been thoroughly revised for this new edition. The revision was necessary since the articles are to serve a new purpose in the
present setting. They strive to elucidate the connection between wisdom, prayer and Old Testament theology and to explore
the world of God-related knowledge and prayer in order to identify the �ndings of sapiential literature and psalms for Old
Testament theology. The art of living and praise of God are identi�ed as the two focal points which like an ellipse encompass
and pervade the entire Old Testament theology.
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Spieckermann, Hermann

Lebenskunst und Gotteslob in Israel

Anregungen aus Psalter und Weisheit für die Theologie

Volume 91
Unchanged student edition 2018; �rst
edition 2014. X, 500 pages. 

ISBN 9783161563331
paper 54,00 €

ISBN 9783161577888
eBook PDF 39,00 €

The volume contains various articles by Hermann Spieckermann covering wisdom literature, the Psalms and Old Testament
theology. Some of the articles have not yet been published, most of them were published in the previous decade and have
been thoroughly revised for this new edition. The revision was necessary since the articles are to serve a new purpose in the
present setting. They strive to elucidate the connection between wisdom, prayer and Old Testament theology and to explore
the world of God-related knowledge and prayer in order to identify the �ndings of sapiential literature and psalms for Old
Testament theology. The art of living and praise of God are identi�ed as the two focal points which like an ellipse encompass
and pervade the entire Old Testament theology.

Dimant, Devorah

History, Ideology and Bible Interpretation in the Dead Sea Scrolls

Collected Studies

Volume 90
2014. XV, 610 pages. 

ISBN 9783161510212
cloth 214,00 €

ISBN 9783161528514
eBook PDF 214,00 €

In this volume Devorah Dimant assembles twenty-seven thoroughly updated and partly rewritten articles discussing various
aspects of the Dead Sea Scrolls that she published over the past three decades. An introductory essay written especially for
this volume surveys the present state of research on the Scrolls. Dealing with major themes developed in the Dead Sea Scrolls,
the author reWects the rapid expansion and change of perspective that has taken place in research on the collection in recent
years following its full publication. Among the topics treated are the nature and contents of the Scrolls collection as a whole,
the speci�c literature of the community that owned this collection, the Aramaic texts and the apocryphal and pseudepigraphic
works found therein. Each of these chapters contains an inventory list of the texts under discussion. In the article on the entire
Scrolls collection she provides an updated inventory and analysis of all the Dead Sea Scrolls. Besides these general surveys,
the volume includes discussions of particular themes such as the history of the community related to the Scrolls, its self-image
and particular interpretation of biblical prophecies, and its notion of time. In addition, various previously unknown apocryphal
works found among the Scrolls are analyzed, such as Pseudo-Ezekiel  (4Q385–4Q386,4Q388), Apocryphon of Jeremiah  C
(4Q385a-4Q390), Apocryphon of Joshua  (4Q522), Pesher on the Periods  (4Q180, with a fresh edition), and a new edition and
interpretation of the Words of Benjamin  (4Q548).

Sweeney, Marvin A.

Reading Prophetic Books

Form, Intertextuality, and Reception in Prophetic and Post-Biblical Literature

Volume 89
2014. XVI, 408 pages. 

ISBN 9783161523748
cloth 174,00 €

ISBN 9783161523779
eBook PDF 174,00 €

In this volume Marvin A. Sweeney builds upon his former work »Form and Intertextuality in Prophetic and Apocalyptic
Literature« (FAT 45, 2005). He introduces further studies that take up several key issues, including the reading of prophetic
books in their �nal literary form and the signi�cance of textual versions for this reading. He also observes the intertextual
relationships between the prophets and other works of biblical and post-biblical literature, and the reception of the prophetic
books. Following an introduction that lays out methodological perspective, it includes the title essay for the volume, »Reading
Prophetic Books,« as well as selections of papers devoted to Isaiah, Jeremiah in both its Masoretic and Septuagint forms,
Ezekiel, individual books from the Twelve Prophets, and the reading of biblical texts in Qumran, Rabbinic, and Targumic
literature.

Wagner, J. Ross

Reading the Sealed Book

Old Greek Isaiah and the Problem of Septuagint Hermeneutics

Volume 88
2013. XI, 295 pages. 

ISBN 9783161525575
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161578151
eBook PDF 129,00 €

Interest in the Greek translations of scripture popularly known as »the Septuagint« has never been greater, with major
translation and commentary projects completed or well underway in German, French, English, and Spanish. Dating from the
3rd century BCE to the 1st century CE, these translations open a window onto early Jewish interpretation of the Bible. Yet
crucial problems of »Septuagint hermeneutics,« particularly the question of how to identify interpretive elements in a
translated text, remain unresolved. Drawing on important work both in translation studies and in literary theory, J. Ross
Wagner develops an interpretive approach that combines patient investigation of the process of translation with careful
attention to the rhetorical shape of the translated text. The author demonstrates the fruitfulness of this method through a
close reading of Isaiah's opening vision (Isa 1:1–31) as both translation and text. The Greek translator interprets Isaiah 1 for his
audience by elucidating its language, modulating its discourse and contextualizing its message. By amplifying Isaiah's criticism
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of those who rely on their wealth, power, and political connections rather than on the Lord, and by characterizing the blatant
disregard for social and economic justice on the part of Zion's elites as a refusal to heed God's Law, the translator depicts
trusting adherence to the Law as central to the life of God's people. In this way, Old Greek Isaiah makes a distinctive
contribution to the formation and preservation of Jewish identity in the Hellenistic diaspora.
Published in North America by Baylor University Press, Waco.

Levin, Christoph

Re-Reading the Scriptures

Essays on the Literary History of the Old Testament

Volume 87
2013. XV, 319 pages. 

ISBN 9783161522079
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161527593
eBook PDF 129,00 €

This volume contains 15 papers written by Christoph Levin between 2001 and 2011, four of them unpublished. One main
focus is on the Pentateuch, mainly on the oldest comprehensive narrative source, the Yahwist, which was written at the
beginning of the Jewish diaspora. One paper gives an outline of the features of this source as they emerge resulting from an
inquiry into their redaction history. In addition the full text of the Yahwist's history is given in an English translation, the
sources used by the editor being distinguished from the editorial text. Other papers deal with single stories of the Yahwist's
history, such as the narrative of creation and fall in Gen 2–3, the story of Joseph's fate in Egypt in Gen 39, the story of the call of
Moses in Exod 3, and the story of the miracle at the sea in Exod 14. A second focus is on the books of Kings, on their
chronological structure as well as on the �nal two chapters 2 Kgs 24–25. The author deals with the prophetical books, in
particular with the theology of the word of God in the book of Jeremiah and with the day of Yahweh within the book of
Zephaniah. He also studies the Israelite religion in the time of the monarchy, the origins of biblical Covenant theology, and the
Old Testament attitude to poverty. All the papers are based on a detailed investigation into the literary growth of the biblical
text. The author shows that the Old Testament as we know it originated from a process of continual re-reading during the
Second Temple period.

Pietsch, Michael

Die Kultreform Josias

Studien zur Religionsgeschichte Israels in der späten Königszeit

Volume 86
2013. IX, 542 pages. 

ISBN 9783161522734
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161523489
eBook PDF 159,00 €

Josiah's cult reform has been called the main event in the history of literature and religion in ancient Israel. The reform of the
system of religious symbols, expressed in Josiah's measures related to cult policies, marked a turning point in the history of the
religion of ancient Israel on its way to a monotheistic concept of God. Conventional wisdom has it that this also provided the
historical background for the creation of the so-called proto-Deuteronomy. According to the latest research however both the
agenda and the historicity of Josiah's cult reform are highly controversial. Against this backdrop, Michael Pietsch takes a new
look at the relevant literary and archeological sources and provides a reevaluation of the processes in the history of religion
which led to the transformation of the religion of ancient Israel.

Remembering and Forgetting in Early Second Temple Judah

Ed. by Ehud Ben Zvi and Christoph Levin

Volume 85
2012. XIV, 360 pages. 

ISBN 9783161519093
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161521348
eBook PDF 114,00 €

This volume collects revised versions of essays from a 2011 workshop held in Munich on Remembering and Forgetting in Early
Second Temple Judah . The authors of the essays address these issues from both general methodological perspectives and
through case studies emerging out or associated with a wide range of texts from the prophetic literature, the Pentateuch, the
historical books, Psalms and Lamentations. All these texts share one main feature: they shape memories of the past (or
future) and involve forgetting.

Contributors: Bob Becking, Ehud Ben Zvi, Kåre Berge, Diana Edelman, Christina Ehring, Judith Gärtner, Friedhelm Hartenstein,
Michael Hundley, Jörg Jeremias, Sonya Kostamo, Francis Landy, Christoph Levin, James Linville, Zhenhua Meng, Bill Morrow,
Reinhard Müller, Urmas Nõmmik, Juha Pakkala, Hermann-Josef Stipp

Survey of contents

Ehud Ben Zvi:  Introduction

A. Remembering and Forgetting in the Collection of Prophetic Books
Ehud Ben Zvi:  Remembering the Prophets through the Reading and Rereading of a Collection of Prophetic Books in Yehud.
Methodological Considerations and Explorations – Jörg Jeremias:  Remembering and Forgetting. »True« and »False« Prophecy
– Sonya Kostamo:  Remembering Interactions Between Ahaz and Isaiah in the Late Persian Period – Friedhelm Hartenstein:
YHWH's Ways and New Creation in Deutero-Isaiah – Christina Ehring:  YHWH's Return in Isaiah 40:1–11* and 52:7–10. Pre-
exilic Cultic Traditions of Jerusalem and Babylonian InWuence – Christoph Levin:  »Days Are Coming, When It Shall No Longer
Be Said«. Remembering and Forgetting in the Book of Jeremiah – William Morrow:  Memory and Socialization in Malachi 2:17–
3:5 and 3:13–21

B. Remembering and Forgetting in Other Ancient Israelite Corpora
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Kåre Berge:  The Anti-Hero as a Figure of Memory and Didacticism in Exodus. The Case of Pharaoh and Moses – Diana
Edelman:  Exodus and Pesach-Massot as Evolving Social Memory – Urmas Nõmmik:  Remembering a Memorable
Conversation. Genesis 18:22b-33 and the Righteous in the Persian Period – Michael Hundley:  The Way Forward is Back to the
Beginning. ReWections on the Priestly Texts – Hermann-Josef Stipp:  Remembering Josiah's Reforms in Kings – Juha Pakkala:
Selective Transmission of the Past in Chronicles. Jehoiada's Rebellion in 2 Kings 11 and 2 Chronicles 22:10–23:21 – Zhenhua
(Jeremiah) Meng:  Remembering Ancestors. A Levitical Genealogy in Yehud and the Bohai Gaos Genealogy of Gao Huan –
Judith Gärtner:  From Generation to Generation. Remembered History in Psalm 78 – Bob Becking:  Memory and Forgetting in
and on the Exile. Remarks on Psalm 137 – Reinhard Müller:  »Forgotten« by Yahweh. A Mental Image of Human SuJering and
Its Function in »Exilic« Laments – James R. Linville:  Lest We Forget Our Sins. Lamentations, Exilicism and the Sancti�cation of
Disjunction

C. Further Methodological Conclusions
Francis Landy:  Notes Towards a Poetics of Memory in Ancient Israel

Gärtner, Judith

Die Geschichtspsalmen

Eine Studie zu den Psalmen 78, 105, 106, 135 und 136 als hermeneutische Schlüsseltexte im Psalter

Volume 84
2012. XIV, 439 pages. 

ISBN 9783161519031
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161521263
eBook PDF 139,00 €

In the theological study of the later Psalms, the major lines of Old Testament theology converge as in a concave mirror. A
pivotal question here is the reWection of their own history, on which the »historical Psalms« 78, 105, 106, 135 and 136, as they
are classi�ed by researchers, placed their emphasis. Each of the historical Psalms creates memories in its own speci�c way of
»salvi�c primordial time« of the exodus and the possession of the land in order to reinterpret their own present time in prayer.
Judith Gärtner describes this identity-forming function of history is in connection with a discourse in cultural studies on
»collective memory.« Against the backdrop of current research on the Psalms, the author shows that the historical Psalms are
key hermeneutic texts in the Psalter and analyzes them in view of the composition and redaction of the Psalter. In doing so,
she creates new perspectives on the origins and the theology of the Psalter.

Joosten, Jan

Collected Studies on the Septuagint

From Language to Interpretation and Beyond

Volume 83
2012. X, 246 pages. 

ISBN 9783161517334
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161578250
eBook PDF 114,00 €

In this volume Jan Joosten brings together seventeen articles, published in journals and collective volumes between 1996 and
2008, with one unpublished essay. In these essays he deals mainly with questions of language and interpretation in the
earliest Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. Many of Jan Joosten's studies take their point of departure in one or the other
striking features in the language of the Septuagint, propose a theory explaining its peculiarity, and go on from there to relate
the linguistic phenomenon to wider historical, exegetical or theological issues. Others deal with problems of method in
establishing the historical background of the version, its relation to the Hebrew source text, and its theology. Taken as a whole,
Jan Joosten oJers an original contribution to a number of contemporary debates on the Old Greek version. Notably in this
book he addresses from various perspectives the questions of who the translators were and what they tried to do.

Survey of contents

Foreword

Translation Technique:
Elaborate Similes – Hebrew and Greek – A Septuagintal Translation Technique in the Minor Prophets: The Elimination of Verbal
Repetitions

The Translators' Knowledge of Hebrew:
On the LXX Translators' Knowledge of Hebrew – The Knowledge and Practice of Hebrew in the Hellenistic Period. Qumran and
the Septuagint – On Aramaizing Renderings in the Septuagint – Biblical Hebrew as Mirrored in the Septuagint – Source-
Language Oriented Remarks on the Lexicography of the Greek Versions of the Bible – »benevolence«, and ἔλεος »pity«.
ReWections on their Lexical Equivalence in the Septuagint – The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Septuagint in Mutual Illumination

Interpretation:
Exegesis in the Septuagint Versions of Hosea – The Impact of the Septuagint Pentateuch on the Greek Psalms – To See God.
ConWicting Exegetical Tendencies in the Septuagint – Divine Omniscience and the Theology of the Septuagint

Historical Milieu:
Language as a Symptom. Linguistical Clues to the Social Background of the Seventy – The Original Language and Historical
Milieu of the Book of Judith – The Septuagint as a Source of Information on Egyptian Aramaic in the Hellenistic Period –
ReWections on the »Interlinear Paradigm« in Septuagintal Studies
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Gesundheit, Shimon

Three Times a Year

Studies on Festival Legislation in the Pentateuch

Volume 82
2012. XIII, 277 pages. 

ISBN 9783161509803
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161520938
eBook PDF 109,00 €

The festival calendars in the Pentateuch have made up the heart of critical biblical research from the beginning. Each of the
calendars was thought to have taken shape against its own speci�c historical background and to accurately reWect a distinct
stage in the development of Israel's cultic and social institutions. Classical hypotheses used them to distinguish the diJerent
legal codes in the Pentateuch from each other, to de�ne the original compositions, and to arrange them relative to each other
in an historical, chronological sequence. Shimon Gesundheit challenges the classical historical reconstructions and the
methodology driving them. He presents an alternate point of view, according to which the festival laws do not simplistically
reWect the speci�c cultic or social realities of actual historical periods. Rather, through their legal discourse, they shape and
promote new ideas by textual revision and redaction, in the lemmatic style of midrash, and they represent a process of
progressive literary development.

Disaster and Relief Management – Katastrophen und ihre Bewältigung

Ed. by Angelika Berlejung

Volume 81
2012. VII, 544 pages. 

ISBN 9783161517068
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161520150
eBook PDF 144,00 €

The volume collects the papers of the International Conference on Disaster and Relief Management in Ancient
Israel/Palestine, Egypt and the Ancient Near East held from the 4th of October to the 6th of October 2010 in Leipzig. Scholars
from diJerent �elds are having a close look at the concepts of disasters in antiquity, their impact on society, possible
dynamics and cultural dimensions. They give insights into their actual research on the destructivity and productivity of
disasters, including the possibility that disasters were used as topoi in ideological, mythological and theological discourses.
Their contributions in this volume represent a �rst step to a cultural history of disasters in antiquity.

Survey of contents

Introduction – Einleitung:
Angelika Berlejung : Disaster and Relief Management in Ancient Israel/Palestine, Egypt and the Ancient Near East.
Katastrophen und Katastrophenbewältigung im Alten Israel/Palästina, in Ägypten und im Alten Orient

I. Theories of Disaster – Einblicke in theoretische Katastrophenforschung
Elke M. Geenen : Gesellschaftliche Verfügung über Kapitalien und Vulnerabilität in konzeptioneller Perspektive – Elisabeth
List : Einbruch ins Selbstverständliche. Katastrophen als Kontingenzerfahrung – Jan Dietrich : Katastrophen im Altertum aus
kulturanthropologischer und kulturphilosophischer Perspektive

II. Disaster and Relief Management in Israel/Palestine – Katastrophen und Katastrophenbewältigung im Alten Israel/Palästina
II.1. Biblical Studies/Biblische Aspekte
Bernd Janowski : Eine Welt ohne Licht. Zur Chaostopik von Jer 4:23–28 und verwandten Texten – Sebastian Grätz : Gericht und
Gnade. Die Fluterzählung im Rahmen der biblischen Urgeschichte – Thomas Römer : The Hebrew Bible as Crisis Literature –
Jacob L. Wright : Die Zerstörung des Ökosystems als Element der Kriegsführung im Alten Israel – Diana Edelman : Earthquakes
in the Southern Levant. A Literary Topos and a Problem Requiring Architectural Solutions
II.2. Archaeological Studies/Archäologische Aspekte
Aren M. Maeir : Philistia and the Judean Shephelah after Hazael and the »Uzziah Earthquake«. The Power Play between the
Philistines, Judahites and Assyrians in the 8th Century BCE in Light of the Excavations at Tell es-Sa�/Gath – Aaron A. Burke :
Coping with the EJects of War. Refugees in the Levant during the Bronze and Iron Ages – Gunnar Lehmann : Survival and
Reconstruction of Judah in the Time of Manasseh – Ariel M. Bagg : Floods in the Desert. How Nabataeans Managed
Catastrophes

III. Disaster and Relief Management in Egypt and the Ancient Near East – Katastrophen und Katastrophenbewältigung in
Ägypten und im Alten Orient
Joachim F. Quack : Danaergeschenk des Nil? Zu viel oder zu wenig Wasser im Alten Ägypten – Ludwig D. Morenz : Hungersnöte
im Bild. Zur Inszenierung von Topoi im Alten Ägypten – Paul A. Kruger : Disaster and the topos of the World Upside Down.
Selected Cases from the Ancient Near Eastern World – Hanspeter Schaudig : Erklärungsmuster von Katastrophen im Alten
Orient – Marco Stockhusen : Die Deutung kosmischer Erscheinungen am Beispiel von Sonnen- und Mondeklipsen. Ein
Vergleich zwischen den Kulturräumen Mesopotamien und Ägypten im 1. Jt. v.Chr. – Jörg Klinger : Krankheit und Krieg im
Spannungsfeld zwischen mythischer und realer Katastrophe

Becking, Bob

Ezra, Nehemiah, and the Construction of Early Jewish Identity

Volume 80
2011. XVI, 189 pages. 

ISBN 9783161501111
cloth 94,00 €

ISBN 9783161518720
eBook PDF 94,00 €

The post-exilic of Persian period showed a transition in the religion in ancient Israel from Yahwism(s) to Judaism(s). The events
of exile and return made it impossible to completely fall back on the traditional religious identity. The essays in this volume try
to reconstruct the path taken in that transition. The characters of Ezra and Nehemiah are generally seen as playing a formative
role in this process. By reading texts from the biblical books supposedly written by Ezra and Nehemiah in a religio-historical
context, new light falls on the process of change.
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Hays, Christopher B.

Death in the Iron Age II and in First Isaiah

Volume 79
2011. XVIII, 445 pages. 

ISBN 9783161507854
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161517518
eBook PDF 159,00 €

Death is one of the major themes of 'First Isaiah,' although it has not generally been recognized as such. Images of death are
repeatedly used by the prophet and his earliest tradents.
The book begins by concisely summarizing what is known about death in the Ancient Near East during the Iron Age II, covering
beliefs and practices in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Syria-Palestine, and Judah/Israel. Incorporating both textual and archeological
data, Christopher B. Hays surveys and analyzes existing scholarly literature on these topics from multiple �elds.
Focusing on the text's meaning for its producers and its initial audiences, he describes the ways in which the 'rhetoric of death'
functioned in its historical context and oJers fresh interpretations of more than a dozen passages in Isa 5–38. He shows how
they employ the imagery of death that was part of their cultural contexts, and also identi�es ways in which they break new
creative ground.
This holistic approach to questions that have attracted much scholarly attention in recent decades produces new insights not
only for the interpretation of speci�c biblical passages, but also for the formation of the book of Isaiah and for the history of
ancient Near Eastern religions.

The Pentateuch

International Perspectives on Current Research

Ed. by Thomas B. Dozeman, Konrad Schmid and Baruch J. Schwartz

Volume 78
2011. XVIII, 578 pages. 

ISBN 9783161517501
eBook PDF 79,00 €

ISBN 9783161566356
paper 79,00 €

The Pentateuch is both the literary capstone and the central core of the Hebrew biblical canon. It contains many of the best
known and most inWuential literary texts of world literature. A �rm conclusion of biblical research is that the sweeping
narrative of the Pentateuch that begins with creation and concludes with the death of Moses was not composed by one
author, but is the result of a literary process that took place over hundreds of years. Yet there remains signi�cant debate
among international researchers on the composition of the Pentateuch. The present volume contains a collection of articles
from an international conference in Zürich that brought together leading voices from North America, Europe, and Israel to
evaluate the present state of research on the composition of the Pentateuch. The aim of the conference was to clarify
diJerences in methodology and to identify points of convergence in the present state of pentateuchal research as a basis for
further discussion.

With contributions by:
Reinhard Achenbach, Rainer Albertz, Graeme Auld, Joel S. Baden, Michaela Bauks, Erhard Blum, David M. Carr, Thomas B.
Dozeman, Jan Christian Gertz, Itamar Kislev, Israel Knohl, Gary N. Knoppers, Reinhard G. Kratz, Thomas Krüger, Christoph
Levin, Christophe Nihan, Saul M. Olyan, Thomas Römer, Konrad Schmid, Baruch J. Schwartz, Sarah Shectman, Jean-Louis Ska,
Benjamin D. Sommer, JeJrey Stackert, Christoph Uehlinger, James W. Watts

The Pentateuch

International Perspectives on Current Research

Ed. by Thomas B. Dozeman, Konrad Schmid and Baruch J. Schwartz

Volume 78
Unrevised student edition 2019; �rst
edition 2011. XVIII, 578 pages. 

ISBN 9783161566356
paper 79,00 €

The present volume contains a collection of articles from an international conference in Zürich that brought together leading
voices from North America, Europe, and Israel to evaluate the present state of research on the composition of the Pentateuch.
The aim of the conference was to clarify diJerences in methodology and to identify points of convergence in the present state
of pentateuchal research as a basis for further discussion.

»The essays in this volume provide important insights about the way toward a better understanding of the Pentateuch's
literary development.«
Angela Roskop Erisman in Journal of the American Oriental Society  133.3 (2013), p. 551–553

Schmid, Konrad

Schriftgelehrte Traditionsliteratur

Fallstudien zur innerbiblischen Schriftauslegung im Alten Testament

Volume 77
2011; unrevised student edition 2016.
VIII, 339 pages. 

ISBN 9783161543647
paper 39,00 €

Recent research has shown that the Old Testament books largely consist of both text and commentary in one. The
composition of the Old Testament as a written text can be interpreted as the diJerentiated process of scriptural exegesis
within the Bible, a process which repeatedly updated traditional texts in order to apply them to new historical situations. It
was not until the texts became canonical that the texts and commentaries were separated permanently. The various studies
by Konrad Schmid in this volume investigates the culture of writing and the composition of literary works in ancient Israel,
presents several case studies of inner-biblical exegesis in the Old Testament and reWects on the resulting theological
signi�cance. The image of the Old Testament as traditional scribal literature as portrayed by recent Old Testament studies lays
the foundation for a historically diJerentiated and theologically dynamic view of the Bible.
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Schmid, Konrad

Schriftgelehrte Traditionsliteratur

Fallstudien zur innerbiblischen Schriftauslegung im Alten Testament

Volume 77
2011. VIII, 339 pages. 

ISBN 9783161508608
cloth 104,00 €

ISBN 9783161511189
eBook PDF 39,00 €

Recent research has shown that the Old Testament books largely consist of both text and commentary in one. The
composition of the Old Testament as a written text can be interpreted as the diJerentiated process of scriptural exegesis
within the Bible, a process which repeatedly updated traditional texts in order to apply them to new historical situations. It
was not until the texts became canonical that the texts and commentaries were separated permanently. The various studies
by Konrad Schmid in this volume investigates the culture of writing and the composition of literary works in ancient Israel,
presents several case studies of inner-biblical exegesis in the Old Testament and reWects on the resulting theological
signi�cance. The image of the Old Testament as traditional scribal literature as portrayed by recent Old Testament studies lays
the foundation for an historically diJerentiated and theologically dynamic view of the Bible.

Leuenberger, Martin

Gott in Bewegung

Religions- und theologiegeschichtliche Beiträge zu Gottesvorstellungen im alten Israel

Volume 76
2011; unrevised student edition 2016.
XVI, 379 pages. 

ISBN 9783161547614
paper 59,00 €

According to the sources of Ancient Israel, YHWH is not a static, unmoving, but rather a dynamic God, moved by humans and
the world. This God in the interrelated diversity of his motion turns towards Israel, humans and the world, changing himself in
time and history and in doing so retaining his identity. From the perspective of religion and the history of theology, the author
reconstructs this history of YHWH, which presents the key topics of the cultural, religious and theological history of Ancient
Israel. He deals with four main subjects: Due to YHWH's role as a god of weather and the sun, there is a strong focus on
speci�c theological forms; added to this is the anthropological dimension resulting from YHWH's relationship to life and death;
in conclusion the author deals with God's actions and human experience as they meet in the divine world order of history and
wisdom.

Leuenberger, Martin

Gott in Bewegung

Religions- und theologiegeschichtliche Beiträge zu Gottesvorstellungen im alten Israel

Volume 76
2011. XVI, 379 pages. 

ISBN 9783161507816
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161511172
eBook PDF 129,00 €

According to the sources of Ancient Israel, YHWH is not a static, unmoving, but rather a dynamic God, moved by humans and
the world. This God in the interrelated diversity of his motion turns towards Israel, humans and the world, changing himself in
time and history and in doing so retaining his identity. From the perspective of religion and the history of theology, the author
reconstructs this history of YHWH, which presents the key topics of the cultural, religious and theological history of Ancient
Israel. He deals with four main subjects: Due to YHWH's role as a god of weather and the sun, there is a strong focus on
speci�c theological forms; added to this is the anthropological dimension resulting from YHWH's relationship to life and death;
in conclusion the author deals with God's actions and human experience as they meet in the divine world order of history and
wisdom.

Grund, Alexandra

Die Entstehung des Sabbats

Seine Bedeutung für Israels Zeitkonzept und Erinnerungskultur

Volume 75
2011. XII, 370 pages. 

ISBN 9783161502217
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161578083
eBook PDF 119,00 €

There is scarcely a legacy of ancient Israel which has so much signi�cance today in the way it still structures time and social life
as the weekly day of rest, which can be traced back to the Jewish Shabbat. In this study, Alexandra Grund studies the origins
and the signi�cance of the Shabbat. In doing so, she begins by pursuing it back to its possible origins in the Mesopotamian day
of the full moon, šab/pattu , and shows the fundamentals of the de�ning priestly Shabbat theology that is unfolded in a story
arc which ranges from the Creation to the revelation at Sinai. Using the genesis of the Shabbat, she also identi�es the
characteristics of Israel's concept of time and the signi�cance of the day of rest for the culture of remembrance of Israel's
people.
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Kratz, Reinhard Gregor

Prophetenstudien

Kleine Schriften II

Volume 74
2011; unrevised student edition 2017.
X, 420 pages. 

ISBN 9783161544965
paper 59,00 €

In this collection of essays, six of which are original contributions, Reinhard Gregor Kratz provides an overview of prophecy
and prophets in the Ancient Near East, the Old Testament and in the Dead Sea scrolls (Qumran) as well as articles especially on
the books of Isaiah, Hosea and Amos.

»Without question, all further research will pro�t from this insightful book.«
Jakob Wöhrle on http://www.jhsonline.org/reviews/reviews_new/review591.htm (DOI:10.5508/jhs.2012.v12.r18)

Kratz, Reinhard Gregor

Prophetenstudien

Kleine Schriften II

Volume 74
2011. X, 420 pages. 

ISBN 9783161507137
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161511158
eBook PDF 129,00 €

In this collection of essays, six of which are original contributions, Reinhard Gregor Kratz provides an overview of prophecy
and prophets in the Ancient Near East, the Old Testament and in the Dead Sea scrolls (Qumran) as well as articles especially on
the books of Isaiah, Hosea and Amos. After an introduction to the problems of exegesis of the prophets, he deals mainly with
three fundamental issues using several case studies/examples: the relationship between Ancient Near East and Old Testament
prophecy, the distinction between the historical and the literary prophets in the books of the Old Testament as well as the
reception of the Old Testament books of the prophets in the Dead Sea scrolls. In this way, Reinhard G. Kratz gives an overall
picture of biblical prophetic literature as well as insight into three well-known representatives of this exceptional genre of
literature.

Berner, Christoph

Die Exoduserzählung

Das literarische Werden einer Ursprungslegende Israels

Volume 73
2010. XII, 490 pages. 

ISBN 9783161505423
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161511141
eBook PDF 139,00 €

Christoph Berner provides a comprehensive redaction-critical analysis of the literary development of the Exodus narrative (Ex
1–15) and the closely related chapter on Jethro (Ex 18). He shows that the present form of the text does not result from the
compilation of sources, nor was it the work of one or a few large-scale redactions. Rather, it is the product of a continuous
process of literary expansions through which the foundation myth of the Exodus constantly gained narrative complexity and
theological depth.

Fischer, Stefan

Das Hohelied Salomos zwischen Poesie und Erzählung

Erzähltextanalyse eines poetischen Textes

Volume 72
2010. XI, 275 pages. 

ISBN 9783161503870
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161511134
eBook PDF 114,00 €

The Song of Songs tells a story which alternates between poetry and narrative. In this work, Stefan Fischer presents a new
translation of the Song of Songs, showing how its plot focuses on the intimacy between the lovers, and describes its narrative
elements. For his interpretation, he draws on the aesthetics of reception and structuralism. His work provides a new
interpretation of the text as a dramatic form of a sapiential teacher's narrative and also makes an exemplary contribution to
the methodology of applying literary approaches to the Old Testament. It also opens up new horizons for a dialogical
approach to the text.
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Bauks, Michaela

Jephtas Tochter

Traditions-, religions- und rezeptionsgeschichtliche Studien zu Richter 11,29–40

Volume 71
2010. XIV, 208 pages. 

ISBN 9783161502552
cloth 89,00 €

ISBN 9783161511127
eBook PDF 89,00 €

Based on the story of the vow taken in Judges 11:29–40, Michaela Bauks studies the phenomenon of child sacri�ce in the
Ancient Near East and in the Old Testament. After a detailed analysis of the text composition of Judges 11 and an examination
of the redaction history, the author deals with the evidence of child sacri�ces in the history of religion in the Mediterranean
area during the �rst century BC and then studies the reception history using several pertinent documents (Septuagint, Targum,
Josephus, Pseudo-Philo, the New Testament as well as other documents on Judges 11, mainly in the early church) as well as
the signi�cant intertext in Genesis 22. In addition to historical issues, the author also explores the intention and the function of
the talk of child sacri�ces in detail. The various literary, theological and material facets of the subject are given equal treatment
and evaluated in favor of the Judges narrative.

Heckl, Raik

Hiob – Vom Gottesfürchtigen zum Repräsentanten Israels

Studien zur Buchwerdung des Hiobbuches und zu seinen Quellen

Volume 70
2010. X, 528 pages. 

ISBN 9783161503375
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161511110
eBook PDF 144,00 €

Raik Heckl shows that the composition of the book of Job as a poem framed by a prose text was developed by adding the
prose frame to an earlier independent poem. In this earlier poem, Job was depicted as a pious pagan, who held onto his
relationship to his deity. In the Yahweh speeches, the God of Israel reveals himself to Job. The earlier poem deals exemplarily
with the question of God's attitude towards suJering. The prose frame transfers this image of Job into a theological concept of
history. Job, who in the prologue is already presented as a pious worshipper of Yahweh, becomes a representative of Israel's
fate. His �nal restoration pre�gures the coming restoration of Israel and thus constitutes a contrast to the Deuteronomic
theological concept of history in the books of Samuel and Kings.

Blum, Erhard

Textgestalt und Komposition

Exegetische Beiträge zu Tora und Vordere Propheten

Hrsg. v. Wolfgang Oswald

Volume 69
2010. VIII, 416 pages. 

ISBN 9783161503061
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161511103
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The present volume contains a collection of 16 essays by Erhard Blum, Professor of Old Testament at the Faculty of Protestant
Theology at the University of Tübingen. These works were published elsewhere between 1980 and 2007 and deal with the
question of the compositional history of the Pentateuch and the Former Prophets. Some of these esssays focus on the analysis
of highly controversial texts such as Jacob's struggle at the Yabboq (Gen 32) or the bloody bridegroom (Ex 4), whereas others
deal with the overall compositional structure of Genesis to Kings and its history, such as the transition from the patriarchs to
the exodus narrative or the transition from Joshua to Judges or the second covenant at Sinai (Ex 34). A number of essays cover
the prophetical stories in the Book of Kings and the succession narrative and their relevance for the composition of
Deuteronomistic History.

Survey of contents

Der vorliegende Band enthält Aufsätze des Alttestamentlers Erhard Blum aus den Jahren 1980 bis 2007. Die Auswahl
berücksichtigt wichtige Aufsätze zu den Kanonteilen Tora und Vordere Propheten:

Von Gottesunmittelbarkeit zu Gottähnlichkeit. Überlegungen zur theologischen Anthropologie der Paradieserzählung (2002) –
Noch einmal: Jakobs Traum in Bethel – Gen 28,10–22 (2000) – Die Komplexität der Überlieferung. Zur diachronen und
synchronen Auslegung von Gen 32,23–33 (1980) – Die literarische Verbindung von Erzvätern und Exodus. Ein Gespräch mit
neueren Endredaktionshypothesen (2002) – Zippora und ihr םימך ןתח   Die Feuersäule in Ex 13–14 – eine Spur der
»Endredaktion«? (2006) – Das sog. »Privilegrecht« in Exodus 34,11–26: Ein Fixpunkt der Komposition des Exodusbuches? (1996)
– Esra, die Mosetora und die persische Politik (2000) – Gibt es die Endgestalt des Pentateuch? (1989) – Beschneidung und Passa
in Kanaan. Beobachtungen und Mutmaßungen zu Jos 5 (2003) – Der kompositionelle Knoten am Übergang von Josua zu
Richter. Ein EntWechtungsvorschlag (1997) – Ein Anfang der Geschichtsschreibung? Anmerkungen zur sog.
Thronfolgegeschichte und zum Umgang mit Geschichte im Alten Israel (1996) – Die Lüge des Propheten. Ein Lesevorschlag zu
einer befremdlichen Geschichte (I Reg 13) (2000) – Der Prophet und das Verderben Israels. Eine ganzheitliche, historisch-
kritische Lektüre von 1 Regum XVII-XIX (1997) – Die Nabotüberlieferungen und die Kompositionsgeschichte der Vorderen
Propheten (2000) – Pentateuch – Hexateuch – Enneateuch? Oder: Woran erkennt man ein literarisches Werk in der
Hebräischen Bibel? (2007).
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Baden, Joel S.

J, E, and the Redaction of the Pentateuch

Volume 68
2009. XI, 339 pages. 

ISBN 9783161499302
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161511097
eBook PDF 129,00 €

Joel S. Baden addresses the relationship between the J and E documents in the Pentateuch. He demonstrates that, contrary to
the standard claims of classical source criticism, the J and E sources were never combined into a »JE« document. Rather, these
two sources were combined with each other at the same time that they were combined with the P and D documents, in one
process of redaction.
After investigating the history of scholarly arguments regarding the existence and combination of J and E, the author goes on
to argue in detail for the dependence of D on the separate, independent narratives of J and, primarily, E. Signi�cant attention
is paid to the issue of redaction. In particular, Baden critiques the manner in which passages have traditionally been attributed
to redactors, and argues for a more restrictive concept of the redactor and his work. It is further argued that the literary
evidence in the Pentateuch provides for the existence of only a single redactor, to whom the compilation of all four sources of
the Pentateuch is to be attributed.
In the course of this study, a number of important questions regarding the composition of the Pentateuch are addressed: the
existence of E, the relationship between D and the narratives of Genesis-Numbers, and the nature of the redactor. In the end,
this study stands as both a critique of traditional documentary analysis of the Pentateuch and a defense of its fundamental
claims.

Maier, Bernhard

William Robertson Smith

His Life, his Work and his Times

Volume 67
2009. VIII, 341 pages. 

ISBN 9783161499951
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161511080
eBook PDF 114,00 €

William Robertson Smith (1846–1894) was successively the embattled champion of the emergent »higher criticism« as applied
to the Old Testament, chief editor of the Encyclopaedia Britannica , and Professor of Arabic at Cambridge University. Today he
is acknowledged to have been a pioneering �gure in both social anthropology and the study of comparative religion, deeply
inWuencing the thinking of J. G. Frazer, Emile Durkheim and Sigmund Freud. The �rst full-length biography of Robertson Smith
to be published for almost a hundred years, this text makes use of hitherto unknown material preserved by the Smith family
and draws upon the extensive range of correspondence between Smith and such scholars as Albrecht Ritschl, Paul de
Lagarde, Julius Wellhausen, Abraham Kuenen and Theodor Nöldeke. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, the biography
locates and de�nes the place of this remarkable polymath within the context of Free Church Calvinism, the Scottish
Enlightenment and 19th century German Protestant theology. It highlights Smith's interest in physics and philosophy, his
friendship with contemporary artists, his Oriental travels, and his involvement in the social life of Edinburgh and Aberdeen. In
recent years, the image of Smith as a comparative religionist has come to dominate all other perspectives and indeed tends
now to overshadow his fame as an Old Testament scholar. This book seeks to redress the balance, aiming to discover the
theological drive behind Smith's manifold activities.

Ska, Jean-Louis

The Exegesis of the Pentateuch

Exegetical Studies and Basic Questions

Volume 66
2009. XVI, 280 pages. 

ISBN 9783161499050
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161511073
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The studies collected in this book represent landmarks in the vast exegetical landscape of the Pentateuch. In the �rst series of
these studies, Jean-Louis Ska examines key texts from diJerent perspectives and draws a map to show the way. These texts
are mainly the story of the Wood (Gen 6–9), the call of Abraham (Gen 12:1–4), God's covenant with Abraham (Gen 15), the
Lord's apparition to Abraham in Mamre (Gen 18), the sacri�ce of Isaac (Gen 22), the introduction to the Sinai covenant (Exod
19:3–6), and the meal and the vision on the mountain (Exod 24:9–11). DiJerent methods are used according to the text or the
topic treated: literary criticism, redaction criticism, inner-biblical exegesis, and narrative analysis. In the second part, the
author grapples with some basic issues in recent debates about exegetical methods: the function of the narrator, the validity
of resorting to the category of »redactor«, the nature and purpose of the biblical law collections, and the legitimacy of a critical
reading of the Old Testament. The Pentateuch is a cantata with many voices, and faithfulness to its nature means that the
exegete has to use all the instruments at his or her disposal to make this old music be heard once again.

Lux, Rüdiger

Prophetie und Zweiter Tempel

Studien zu Haggai und Sacharja

Volume 65
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Volume 65
2009. VIII, 371 pages. 

ISBN 9783161498305
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161511066
eBook PDF 119,00 €

Rüdiger Lux presents a collection of partly previously unpublished studies about Haggai and Zechariah 1–8. In one essay, he
deals with the composition of Haggai and Proto-Zechariah. Several other cultural studies are dedicated to the relationship
between icon, vision and text in the night visions of Zechariah. He also discusses the prophetic conceptions of the rebuilding of
Jerusalem and the Second Temple in exilic and post-exilic times and illuminates the marginal role of the Persian government in
this matter, unlike the description given in Ezra and Nehemiah. Three theological studies deal with the appearance and the
meaning of the »glory« and the »spirit« of Yahweh, the concept of conditional salvation in Zech 1:1–6 and the relationship
between Yahweh, Israel and the nations. In conclusion, the author describes Zechariah's calling, the �gure and function of the
angelus interpres  and the problem of preaching from prophetic texts.

Tod und Jenseits im alten Israel und in seiner Umwelt

Theologische, religionsgeschichtliche, archäologische und ikonographische Aspekte

Hrsg. v. Angelika Berlejung u. Bernd Janowski in Zus.-Arb. m. Jan Dietrich u. Annette Krüger

Volume 64
2009. XII, 723 pages. 

ISBN 9783161497766
cloth 149,00 €

ISBN 9783161511059
eBook PDF 149,00 €

This collection of essays contains the results of an international and interdisciplinary conference on this topic which took
place in Leipzig in 2007. The articles provide new approaches to the reevaluation of the diJerent concepts of death in the
ancient world. The authors give new insights into grave and burial customs, the iconography of death, conceptions of the
underworld, life after death and resurrection in the Old Testament and the cultures of the Ancient Near East. In doing so, they
conclude that the ancient world from the 3rd millenium BC up to early Judaism did not �nd it necessary to develop a complete
system of concepts of death, the underworld, the hereafter and resurrection.

Survey of contents

Angelika Berlejung / Bernd Janowski: Einleitung
Der Mensch und sein Tod – übergreifende Aspekte
Johannes Schnocks:  Vergänglichkeit und Gottesferne – Christian Frevel:  Dann wär' ich nicht mehr da. Der Todeswunsch Ijobs
als Element der Klagerhetorik – Rüdiger Lux:  Tod und Gerechtigkeit im Buch Kohelet – Stefanie Ulrike Gulde:  Der Tod als Figur
im Alten Testament. Ein alttestamentlicher Motivkomplex und seine Wurzeln – Irmtraud Fischer:  Ist der Tod nicht für alle
gleich? Sterben und Tod aus Genderperspektive
Der gute und der schlechte Tod – zur Bewertung des Todes
Ute Neumann-Gorsolke:  »Alt und lebenssatt ...«. Der Tod zur rechten Zeit
Annette Krüger:  Auf dem Weg »zu den Vätern« – Traditionsgeschichtliche Beobachtungen zu einer Sterbeformel – Martin
Leuenberger:  Das Problem des vorzeitigen Todes in der israelitischen Religions- und Theologiegeschichte – Jan Dietrich:  Der
Tod von eigener Hand im Alten Testament und Alten Orient. Eskapistische, aggressive und oblative Selbsttötungen – Angelika
Berlejung:  Bilder von Toten – Bilder für die Lebenden. Sterben und Tod in der Ikonographie des Alten Orients, Ägyptens und
Palästinas
Bestattungs- und Trauerriten – zur rituellen Bewältigung des Todes I
Jens Kamlah:  Grab und Begräbnis in Israel/Juda. Materielle Befunde, Jenseitsvorstellungen und die Frage des Totenkultes –
Silvia Schroer:  Trauerriten und Totenklage im Alten Israel. Frauenmacht und MachtkonWikte – Herbert Niehr:  Die
Königsbestattung im Palast von Ugarit. Ein Rekonstruktionsversuch der Übergangsriten aufgrund schriftlicher und
archäologischer Daten – Reinhard Achenbach:  Verunreinigung durch die Berührung Toter. Zum Ursprung einer
altisraelitischen Vorstellung
Postmortale Existenzformen – kosmologische und theologische Aspekte
Gönke Eberhardt:  Die Gottesferne der Unterwelt in der JHWH-Religion – Kathrin Liess:  »Hast du die Tore der Finsternis
gesehen?« (Hi 38,17). Zur Lokalisierung des Totenreiches im Alten Testament – Klaus Bieberstein:  Jenseits der Todesschwelle.
Die Entstehung der AuferweckungshoJnungen in der alttestamentlich-frühjüdischen Literatur – Bernd Janowski:  JHWH und
die Toten. Zur Geschichte des Todes im alten Israel
Das Band zwischen den Lebenden und den Toten – zur rituellen Bewältigung des Todes II
Dagmar Kühn:  Totengedenken im Alten Testament – Rüdiger Schmitt:  Totenversorgung, Totengedenken und Nekromantie:
Biblische und archäologische Perspektiven ritueller Kommunikation mit den Toten – Raik Heckl: Zur Rolle der Ahnen in der
Grundkonzeption der Hexateuchüberlieferung – Jan Christian Gertz:  Das Zerschneiden des Bandes zwischen den Lebenden
und Toten in der dtn-dtr Literatur
VI. Tod und Jenseits im antiken Mittelmeerraum – komparatistische Aspekte
Annette Zgoll:  Die Toten als Richter über die Lebenden. Einblicke in ein Himmel, Erde und Unterwelt umspannendes
Verständnis von Leben im antiken Mesopotamien – Daniel Schwemer:  Tod, Geschick und Schicksalsgöttin: Übergänge
zwischen Leben und Tod in babylonischen Abwehrzauber-Ritualen – Joachim Friedrich Quack:  Grab und Grabausstattung im
späten Ägypten – Joachim Bretschneider:  Königsgrab und Herrscherlegitimation in Alt-Syrien im 3. Jahrtausend v.Chr.- Jürgen
Zangenberg:  Trockene Knochen, himmlische Seligkeit. Todes- und Jenseitsvorstellungen im Judentum der hellenistisch-
frührömischen Zeit

Halpern, Baruch

From Gods to God

The Dynamics of Iron Age Cosmologies

Ed. by Matthew J. Adams

Volume 63
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Volume 63
2009. XIV, 556 pages. 

ISBN 9783161499029
cloth 144,00 €

ISBN 9783161511042
eBook PDF 144,00 €

The birth of the West stems from the rejection of tradition. All our evidence for this inWuence comes from the Axial period,
800–400 BCE. Baruch Halpern explores the impact of changing cosmologies and social relations on cultural change in that era,
especially from Mesopotamia to Israel and Greece, but extending across the Mediterranean, not least to Egypt and Italy. In
this volume he shows how an explosion of international commerce and exchange, which can be understood as a
Renaissance, led to the rede�nition of selfhood in various cultures and to Reformation. The process inevitably precipitated an
Enlightenment. This has happened over and over in human history and in academic or cultural �elds. It is the basis of
modernization, or Westernization, wherever it occurs, and whatever form it takes.

Die Textualisierung der Religion

Hrsg. v. Joachim Schaper

Volume 62
2009. XI, 307 pages. 

ISBN 9783161497308
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161511035
eBook PDF 109,00 €

This volume is a collection of essays on aspects of the textualization of religious traditions. Viewing the development of
religions from the vantage point of media history, the authors explore key junctures in the unfolding of the YHWH religion,
other ancient Near Eastern traditions and Egyptian religion, of Hellenistic and Rabbinic Judaism, and of Hinduism and
Buddhism. This is done against the background of the orality/literacy debate in the humanities and the social sciences. Special
attention is paid to the correlation between the rise of writing and the rise of Israelite monotheism.

Survey of contents

Einleitung
Teil I: Textualisierung in Ägypten und Mesopotamien  J. F. Quack:  Redaktion und Kodi�zierung im spätzeitlichen Ägypten: Der
Fall des Totenbuches – W. Roellig:  Aspekte der Archivierung und Kanonisierung von Keilschriftliteratur im 8./7. Jh. v.Chr.
Teil II: Textualisierung im alten Israel und in der fruehjuedischen und rabbinischen Literatur
J. Renz:  Die vor- und außerliterarische Texttradition. Ein Beitrag der palästinischen Epigraphik zur Vorgeschichte des Kanons –
B. Ego:  »In der Schriftrolle ist für mich geschrieben« (Ps 40,8). »Mündlichkeit« und »Schriftlichkeit« im Kontext religiösen
Lernens in der alttestamentlichen Überlieferung – C. Hardmeier:  Zur schriftgestützten Expertentätigkeit Jeremias im Milieu
der Jerusalemer Führungseliten ( Jeremia 36). Prophetische Literaturbildung und die Neuinterpretation älterer Expertisen in
Jeremia 21–23 – K. Schmid:  Nebukadnezars Antritt der Weltherrschaft und der Abbruch der Davidsdynastie. Innerbiblische
Schriftauslegung und universalgeschichtliche Konstruktion im Jeremiabuch – S. Schorch:  Communio lectorum. Die Rolle des
Lesens für die Textualisierung der israelitischen Religion – L.-S. Tiemeyer:  Two Prophets, Two Laments and Two Ways of
Dealing with Earlier Texts – B. Ego:  Im Schatten hellenistischer Bildung. Ben Siras Lern- und Lehrkonzeption zwischen
Mündlichkeit und Schriftlichkeit – G. Stemberger:  Mündliche Tora in schriftlicher Form. Zur Redaktion und Weitergabe früher
rabbinischer Texte
Teil III: Textualisierung im Hinduismus und im Buddhismus
G. Flood:  Text Reception and Ritual in Tantric Scriptural Traditions – W. Tuladhar-Douglas:  Writing and the Rise of Mahayana
Buddhism
Statt eines Epilogs
Joachim Schaper:  »Scriptural Turn« und Monotheismus. Anmerkungen zu einer (nicht ganz) neuen These

Barstad, Hans M.

History and the Hebrew Bible

Studies in Ancient Israelite and Ancient Near Eastern Historiography

Volume 61
2008. XIV, 223 pages. 

ISBN 9783161498091
cloth 89,00 €

ISBN 9783161511028
eBook PDF 89,00 €

In this collection of essays, Hans M. Barstad deals thoroughly with the recent history debate, and demonstrates its relevancy
for the study of ancient Israelite history and historiography. He takes an independent stand in the heated
maximalist/minimalist debate on the historicity of the Hebrew Bible. Vital to his understanding is the necessity to realize the
narrative nature of the ancient Hebrew and of the Near Eastern sources. Equally important is his claim that stories, too, may
convey positivistic historical »facts«. The other major topic he deals with in the book is the actual history of ancient Judah in
the Neo-Babylonian and Persian periods. Here, the author makes extensive use of extant ancient Near Eastern sources, both
textual and archaeological, and he puts much weight on economic aspects. He shows that the key to understanding the role of
Judah in the 1st millennium lays in the proper evaluation of Judah and its neighbouring city states within their respective
imperial contexts. A proper understanding of the history of Judah during the 6th century BCE, consequently, can only be
obtained when Judah is studied as a part of the much wider Neo-Babylonian imperial policy.

Schmitz, Barbara

Prophetie und Königtum

Eine narratologisch-historische Methodologie entwickelt an den Königsbüchern

Volume 60

Forschungen zum Alten Testament
Last updated: 13/03/2024 Page 44 of 59

mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/www.mohrsiebeck.com


Volume 60
2008. XII, 462 pages. 

ISBN 9783161496653
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161511011
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The tense relationship between 'prophecy' and 'monarchy' in view of the search for the true word of JHWH is present
throughout the Books of Kings. How can one be certain that the prophets are really preaching the word of JHWH authentically?
Due to the fact that it claims to preach the word of God, prophecy is always a controversial subject. In the main texts of the
Books of Kings (1 Kings 13 and 22), various specialists on the communication with God discuss the preaching of God's word
and in doing so intervene in political conWicts in an argumentative manner. In this work, Barbara Schmitz studies these various
perspectives in a narratological-historical methodology which she has developed and in an interdisciplinary discussion with
literary studies.

Taschner, Johannes

Die Mosereden im Deuteronomium

Eine kanonorientierte Untersuchung

Volume 59
2008. XII, 402 pages. 

ISBN 9783161496448
cloth 134,00 €

ISBN 9783161511004
eBook PDF 134,00 €

In Deuteronomy, Moses repeats known facts of history in retrospect from a new angle. In contrast to the unaJected biblical
narrator, a vulnerable human being takes the Woor at the threshold of the Promised Land: Moses as an eye witness, who
experiences for himself the consequences of the events he has been describing. This change of the point of view can only be
adequately appreciated if Deuteronomy is interpreted consistently against the backdrop of the four preceding books of the
Torah. Johannes Taschner shows how history is remembered in the speeches given by Moses and the signi�cance of explaining
history in order to understand the present.

Konkel, Michael

Sünde und Vergebung

Eine Rekonstruktion der Redaktionsgeschichte der hinteren Sinaiperikope (Exodus 32–34) vor dem

Hintergrund aktueller Pentateuchmodelle

Volume 58
2008. XIII, 340 pages. 

ISBN 9783161494253
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161510991
eBook PDF 119,00 €

In his detailed analysis of Ex 32–34, Michael Konkel examines the most important current models of Pentateuchal theory.
Contrary to the present trend towards dating them from a later period, he oJers evidence of a preexilic composition in Ex 32*
which reWects the fall of the Northern Kingdom (722 BCE) and the campaign of Sennacherib (701 BCE). For the �rst time, there
was a concept of a common history of guilt shared by the North and the South Kingdoms. In the preexilic era, this composition
was continued in Ex 34*. Apart from that, it can be assumed that a great deal of redaction was done with the Priestly
Document. The �nal composition is characterized by intertextual references that cover the whole Enneateuch (Gen – 2 Kings)
as well as a highly diJerentiating theology of grace which erases the guidelines given in the Deuteronomic school and the
Priestly Document and results in a new synthesis.

Smith, Mark S.

God in Translation

Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World

Volume 57
2008. XXVI, 382 pages. 

ISBN 9783161495434
cloth 159,00 €

ISBN 9783161510984
eBook PDF 159,00 €

Mark S. Smith charts the many cases of deities recognized across cultures in the Late Bronze Age, Ancient Israel and early
Judaism and the New Testament. This cross-cultural recognition took place in identi�cations or equations of deities of
diJerent cultures (for example, in lists of deities), and in representations of diJerent deities of various cultures acting together
(e.g., deities of diJerent cultures serving as guarantors of and witnesses to international treaties). The context of
'translatability of deities' in the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age Israel supported international political relations. In the Iron Age,
the worldview of regional deities on par with one another lost its intelligibility in the face of Neo-Assyrian empire ideology. In
turn, Israel expressed its worldview of a single god powerful over all. As a result, biblical writers and scribes engaged in a
sophisticated hermeneutics to mediate between older expressions of translatability embedded within its emergent
monotheistic expressions. The Greco-Roman period witnessed an explosion in the types and genres of cross-cultural
discourse about deities, and as a result, Jewish authors and some New Testament sources responded to this sort of discourse,
sometimes negatively and at other times quite positively. Engagement with other cultures helped Israel come to understand
its god.

Weimar, Peter

Studien zur Priesterschrift

Volume 56

Forschungen zum Alten Testament
Last updated: 13/03/2024 Page 45 of 59

mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/www.mohrsiebeck.com


Volume 56
2008. XI, 373 pages. 

ISBN 9783161494468
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161577772
eBook PDF 129,00 €

This collection of studies from almost three centuries is a result of the eJorts made to reorient research on the Priestly Code.
This is an independent and highly unconventional work of literature which deals with subjects ranging from the creation to
the death of Moses and culminating in the sanctuary at Sinai. It originated during the early postexilic era (around 520 BC) and
leads right into the center of the current discussion surrounding the establishment of a location for a new beginning after the
exile. In his nine comprehensive individual studies, the author presents perspectives on the literary and the theological
characteristics of the Priestly Code.

Hartenstein, Friedhelm

Das Angesicht JHWHs

Studien zu seinem höfischen und kultischen Bedeutungshintergrund in den Psalmen und in Exodus

32–34

Volume 55
2008. XI, 407 pages. 

ISBN 9783161487293
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161577789
eBook PDF 129,00 €

This comprehensive work deals with the meaning and function of the central topic of the »face of YHWH« in the Psalms against
the background of Ancient Near Eastern textual and iconographic sources. The primary interest of the study is to reconstruct
the conception of the »face of YHWH« as part of the symbolism of the temple of Jerusalem. The main thesis is that the social
model of an audience before the ruler provides the source for the 'legibility' of the language of the »face of YHWH« in the
Psalms.

Levinson, Bernard M.

»The Right Chorale«: Studies in Biblical Law and Interpretation

Volume 54
2008. XXIII, 432 pages. 

ISBN 9783161493829
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161510953
eBook PDF 139,00 €

This book presents twelve selected investigations of textual composition, interpretation, revision, and transmission. With
these studies, Bernard Levinson draws upon the literary forebears of biblical law in cuneiform literature and its
reinterpretation in the Second Temple period to provide the horizon of ancient Israelite legal exegesis. The volume makes a
sustained argument about the nature of textuality in ancient Israel: Israelite scribes were sophisticated readers, authors, and
thinkers who were conscious of their place in literary and intellectual history, even as they sought to renew and transform
their cultural patrimony in signi�cant ways. Originally published over a decade and a half, the signi�cantly revised and
updated studies gathered here explore the connections between law and narrative, show the close connections between
Deuteronomy and the Neo-Assyrian loyalty oath tradition, address the literary relationship of Deuteronomy and the Covenant
Code, reWect upon important questions of methodology, and explore the contributions of the Bible to later western intellectual
history. The volume oJers essential reading for an understanding of the Pentateuch and biblical law.
»This collection of essays is a testimony to Levinson's methodological brilliance and broad perspective as a bridge-builder
between the various factions of Hebrew Bible scholarship.«
Armin Lange in Journal of Ancient Judaism  1 (2010), S. 122

»The collection as a whole triumphantly vindicates the signi�cance of biblical law, the essential function of diachronic analysis
(source and redaction criticism, and historical contextualization) in interpretation, and, especially in the last section, the
established positions of the critical tradition in the succession of Wellhausen. The footnotes and bibliography are a superb
resource for the study of biblical law. And the publishers have produced a beautiful volume worthily complementing a �ne
text.«
Walter J. Houston in Journal of Semitic Studies  55 (2010), S. 312–313

Survey of contents

I. Setting the Agenda: Why Biblical Law Matters
1."The Right Chorale«: From the Poetics of Biblical Narrative to the Hermeneutics of the Hebrew Bible
2.The Seductions of the Garden: The Genesis of Hermeneutics as Critique
3.The Covenant at Mount Sinai: The Argument of Revelation
4.Deuteronomy's Conception of Law as an »Ideal Type«: A Missing Chapter in the History of Constitutional Law

II. The Paradigm of Legal Hermeneutics: Close Studies and Test Cases
5.The »EJected Object« in Contractual Legal Language: The Semantics of »If You Purchase a Hebrew Slave« (Exodus 21:2)
6.Textual Criticism, Assyriology, and the History of Interpretation: Deuteronomy 13:7a as a Test Case in Method
7.Recovering the Lost Original Meaning of וילע הסכת  אלו   (Deuteronomy 13:9)
8."But You Shall Surely Kill Him!«: The Text-Critical and Neo-Assyrian Evidence for MT Deuteronomy 13:10

III. Debate and Dialogue: The Question of Method
9.The Case for Revision and Interpolation within the Biblical Legal Corpora
10.Calum M. Carmichael's Approach to the Laws of Deuteronomy
11.The Hermeneutics of Tradition in Deuteronomy: A Reply to J. G. McConville
12.Is the Covenant Code an Exilic Composition? A Response to John Van Seters
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Grohmann, Marianne

Fruchtbarkeit und Geburt in den Psalmen

Volume 53
2007. XI, 370 pages. 

ISBN 9783161493263
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161577765
eBook PDF 129,00 €

Marianne Grohmann examines those images in the Psalms which refer to fertility and birth. Her methodical approach
combines historical-critical exegesis, reader-oriented intertextuality, theories of metaphor and Jewish interpretations of the
Bible. In her linguistic analysis of selected texts from the Psalms, the author shows the multidimensionality of images of birth
in the Old Testament on a physical, personal, social and transcendental level. Birth is an experience of intense relationship and
interaction between God, man and woman. Against the backdrop of the generallyhigh importance of fertility in the Hebrew
Bible and its surroundings, the author also studies its downside, infertility. The author concludes her work with an
examination of perspectives deriving from the Old Testament texts to current discussions in bioethics concerning the
beginning of human life.

Stackert, Jeffrey

Rewriting the Torah

Literary Revision in Deuteronomy and the Holiness Legislation

Volume 52
2007. XI, 273 pages. 

ISBN 9783161492983
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161510939
eBook PDF 109,00 €

JeJrey Stackert explores literary correspondences among the pentateuchal legal corpora and especially the relationships
between similar laws in Deuteronomy and the Holiness Legislation (Lev 17–26, the so-called »Holiness Code,« as well as
signi�cant parts of the Priestly source elsewhere in the Pentateuch). Resemblances between these law collections range from
broad structure to �ne detail and include treatments of similar legal topics, correlations with regard to sequence of laws, and
precise grammatical and lexical correspondences. Yet the nature and basis of these resemblances persist as debated points
among biblical scholars. Through an analysis of the pentateuchal laws on asylum, seventh-year release, manumission, and
tithes, the author argues that the Holiness Legislation depends upon both the Covenant Collection and Deuteronomy. He also
elucidates the compositional logic of the Holiness legislators, showing that these authors do not simply replicate pre-existing
legal content. Rather, they employ a method of literary revision in which they reconceptualize source material according to
their own ideological biases. In the end, the Holiness Legislation proves to be a »super law« that collects and distills the
Priestly and non-Priestly laws that precede it. By accommodating, reformulating, and incorporating various viewpoints from
these sources, the Holiness authors create a work that is intended to supersede them all.

Adam, Klaus-Peter

Saul und David in der judäischen Geschichtsschreibung

Studien zu 1 Samuel 16 – 2 Samuel 5

Volume 51
2007. XI, 256 pages. 

ISBN 9783161489327
cloth 104,00 €

ISBN 9783161577994
eBook PDF 104,00 €

In the narratives of the Books of Samuel, Saul and David are not only two diJerent individual �gures; they also represent their
kingdoms Israel and Judah. Thus the contrast between the two kings as a continuous distinguishing historiographic feature
also reWects the Israelite-Judean conWict. Klaus-Peter Adam deals with the �gures and the plot of the narratives and integrates
their themes into the entire Deuteronomic history. The author shows how the covenants and rebellious upheavals form an
important thematic link between the epoch of the former kings in the Books of Samuel and the epoch of the divided monarchy
in the Books of the Kings. He also demonstrates how biblical historiography can be seen within the broader �eld of ancient
historiography.

Hjelde, Sigurd

Sigmund Mowinckel und seine Zeit

Leben und Werk eines norwegischen Alttestamentlers

Volume 50
2006. XII, 365 pages. 

ISBN 9783161487347
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161577871
eBook PDF 109,00 €

Sigmund Mowinckel (1884–1965) is said to have been one of the most inWuential Old Testament scholars of the 20th century.
In the �rst part of this book, Sigurd Hjelde describes his biography, primarily the history of his academic career, whereas in the
second part he provides insights into the various aspects of his life's work. He focuses on his studies of the biblical Psalms,
which he did on the basis of a consistent 'cult historical' approach and which was expressed most prominently in the
frequently discussed theory of an annual enthronement festival for Yahweh in ancient Israel. In addition, the author also deals
with Mowinckel's relationship to the church and to Christianity and his role as a teacher, a translator of the Bible and a
Christian preacher.

Survey of contents

Einleitung

1. Die Arbeit und ihre Begründung
2. Die Quellen
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3. Aufbau und Gliederung
4. Einige Vorbemerkungen

Biographischer Teil
1. Familie – Kindheit – Schuljahre (1884–1902)
2. Studium der Theologie in Kristiania (1902–1908)
3. Zwischen Studium und Stipendium (1909–1911)
4. Lehrjahre im Ausland (1911–1913)
5. Auf Umwegen zur Promotion (1913–1916)
6. Elemente der weiteren Biographie (1916–1965)

Thematischer Teil
7. Mowinckel über Kirche und Christentum
8. Mowinckel als akademischer Lehrer
9. Mowinckel als Alttestamentler: Das Studium der Psalmen
10. Mowinckel als Alttestamentler: Streitfragen im Internationalen Fachgespräch
11. Mowinckel als Alttestamentler: Zwischen Theologie und Religionswissenschaft
12. Mowinckel als Bibelübersetzer
13. Mowinckel als Prediger
14. Mowinckel und die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft

Köhlmoos, Melanie

Bet-El – Erinnerungen an eine Stadt

Perspektiven der alttestamentlichen Bet-El-Überlieferung

Volume 49
2006. X, 344 pages. 

ISBN 9783161487743
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161577864
eBook PDF 119,00 €

In the Old Testament, the city of Beth-el is mentioned in 71 diJerent places, making it the second most important city in Old
Testament traditions. In this study, Melanie Köhlmoos shows how these traditions were shaped. In order to do so, she focuses
on the memories of Beth-el in prophecy, Kings and Genesis. Although the memories all have their origins in the crisis which
occurred in the 8th century, the three memory complexes follow diJerent paths before they unite to form a larger �gure in
the Hellenistic era, in which Jerusalem �nally conquered Beth-el, relegating it to second place in Israel's history.

Körting, Corinna

Zion in den Psalmen

Volume 48
2006. XI, 267 pages. 

ISBN 9783161488801
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161577857
eBook PDF 129,00 €

Zion is a fundamental topos for the theology of the Psalms, which, unlike Jerusalem, equally �lls and shatters the dimensions
of space and time. On the horizontal axis, it proves to be the center of a sacred topography, and it provides Israel and the
world with a sense of direction and a home. On the vertical axis, it is able to erase the distance between the earthly and the
heavenly presence of God. Corinna Körting analyzes the so-called Zion psalms as well as the references to Zion in the Psalter,
some of which seem to be unspectacular. She comes to the conclusion that it is not a complete system with its Old Testament
history of tradition which had such a decisive inWuence on the Psalms and the Psalter but rather Zion as an oscillating center
of the progressive development of theology.

Saul in Story and Tradition

Ed. by Carl S. Ehrlich in Cooperation with Marsha C. White

Volume 47
2006. VIII, 358 pages. 

ISBN 9783161485695
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161577840
eBook PDF 109,00 €

The character of Saul and his place within the history, theology, and ideology of ancient Israel have fascinated interpreters for
centuries. This book surveys the �eld of Saul studies. It includes in the �rst instance essays detailing Saul's place within the
biblical narrative and its constituent parts (such as the Deuteronomistic History and the Chronicler's work). The possibility of
identifying a Saulide period in the archaeological record is also discussed. A number of essays look at more speci�c themes
and passages within the Saul cycle, such as his heroic nature, kingship, war, and literary balance. The �nal section of the book
looks at the place of Saul within the post-biblical interpretative traditions, with essays devoted to Saul in the works of Josephus,
in midrashic literature, in the Qur'an, in selected European literary texts, in the western artistic tradition, and in Handel's
oratorio Saul.
Contents:  
Carl S. Ehrlich:  Introduction
Avraham Faust:  Settlement Patterns and State Formation in Southern Samaria and the Archaeology of (a) Saul
Siegfried Kreuzer:  Saul – not always – at War. A New Perspective on the Rise of Kingship in Israel
Steven L. McKenzie:  Saul in the Deuteronomistic History
Yairah Amit:  The Delicate Balance in the Image of Saul and Its Place in the Deuteronomistic History
Gregory Mobley:  Glimpses of the Heroic Saul
Christophe Nihan:  Saul among the Prophets (1 Sam 10:10–12 and 19:18–24). The Reworking of Saul's Figure in the Context of
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the Debate on »Charismatic Prophecy« in the Persian Era
Mark W. Hamilton:  The Creation of Saul's Royal Body. ReWections on 1 Samuel 8–10
Marsha C. White:  Saul and Jonathan in 1 Samuel 1 and 14
Samuel A. Meier:  The Sword. From Saul to David
C. Mark McCormick:  From Box to Throne. The Development of the Ark in DtrH and P
Gary N. Knoppers:  Israel's First King and »the Kingdom of YHWH in the hands of the sons of David.« The Place of the Saulide
Monarchy in the Chronicler's Historiography
Louis H. Feldman:  Josephus' View of Saul
Hanna Liss:  The Innocent King. Saul in Rabbinic Exegesis
Walid A. Saleh:  »What if you refuse, when ordered to �ght?« King Saul (Talut) in the Qur'an and Post-Quranic Literature
Rüdiger Bartelmus:  Handel and Jennens' Oratorio »Saul.« A Late Musical and Dramatic Rehabilitation of the Figure of Saul,
Misrepresented in theOld Testament as the Diametrical Opposite of David
Sarah Nicholson:  Catching the Poetic Eye. Saul Reconceived in Modern Literature
Marc Michael Epstein:  Seeing Saul

Hardmeier, Christof

Erzähldiskurs und Redepragmatik im Alten Testament

Unterwegs zu einer performativen Theologie der Bibel

Volume 46
2005. VIII, 444 pages. 

ISBN 9783161487729
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161577819
eBook PDF 129,00 €

This volume of essays contains works from three decades of research activities and outlines the way to a performative
theology in the Bible. This theology is based on understanding biblical texts as written recorded orality of remembering and
talking about God. Christof Hardmeier's studies deal with the dynamic variety of this talking, using examples, examine the
communicative action structures in the texts, in order to reveal their sociohistorical and performative-theological functions.
The articles focus on four main subjects: narration as a basic form of witnessing faith, unique aspects of the deuteronomistic
torah, the discursive and pragmatic qualities of written prophecies and of the Psalms and the biblical-systematic starting-
points to a performative theology in the Bible.

Sweeney, Marvin A.

Form and Intertextuality in Prophetic and Apocalyptic Literature

Volume 45
2005. XIII, 295 pages. 

ISBN 9783161486555
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161577833
eBook PDF 109,00 €

This book contains a collection of nineteen essays by Marvin A. Sweeney, some previously unpublished, that focus on the role
of literary form and intertextuality in the study of prophetic and apocalyptic literature. The volume includes �ve major parts:
Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel; The Book of the Twelve Prophets; and Apocalyptic Literature. Selected topics include the Book of
Isaiah as Prophetic Torah; the role of Isaiah 65–66 as conclusion of the Book of Isaiah; the interpretation of the Masoretic and
Septuagint forms of the book of Jeremiah; Jeremiah 2–6 and 30–31 in relation to Josiah's reform; Ezekiel's role as Zadokite
priest and visionary prophet; the problems of theodicy and holiness in Ezekiel 8–11 and 33–39; the interpretation of the
Masoretic and Septuagint sequences of the Book of the Twelve; Micah's Debate with Isaiah; Zechariah's Debate with Isaiah;
the priestly background of the Book of Daniel; the conceptualization of the war between the Sons of Darkness and the Sons of
Light in the War Scroll from Qumran; Rabbi Akiba's journey to Pardes in Talmudic tradition; and others.

Finsterbusch, Karin

Weisung für Israel

Studien zu religiösem Lehren und Lernen im Deuteronomium und in seinem Umfeld

Volume 44
2005. XIII, 349 pages. 

ISBN 9783161486234
cloth 139,00 €

ISBN 9783161577826
eBook PDF 139,00 €

This study focuses on the statements in Deuteronomy which pertain to religious teaching and learning. Gathered in front of
Moses in Moab, Israel received a new »image« before entering the Holy Land of Deuteronomy's represented world: Moses
taught Israel according to JHWH's instruction. This was the hour of Israel's birth as a community of religious teaching and
learning. According to the will of JHWH, the people were to live in this way from that time on, and it was only in doing so that
they were able to survive. Survival has a great deal to do with maintaining one's identity, and it is this which the multi-
dimensional instructions on religious teaching and learning in Deuteronomy guarantee. In order to outline the concept given
in Deuteronomy, the author has examined selected biblical writings which contain signi�cant statements on the subject of
religious teaching and learning: Isaiah, Jeremiah and Proverbs.

Köckert, Matthias

Leben in Gottes Gegenwart

Studien zum Verständnis des Gesetzes im Alten Testament

Volume 43
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Volume 43
2004. X, 306 pages. 

ISBN 9783161484155
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161578021
eBook PDF 129,00 €

In the ten studies contained in this collection of essays, Matthias Köckert deals with the biblical basis of Christian ethics. He
examines the changes in understanding the law in the literary history of the Old Testament and their theological conceptions.
Each of the studies is a separate entity. Their subjects are Deuteronomy, the priestly documents (the examples used are
circumcision, Passover, the Sabbath and sanctuary), the Sabbath Commandment, the fear of God and love for one's fellow
men as the sum of the law in Lev 19, ethical problems with respect to unborn life in Ex 21, the law and prophecy, for example
in Amos 1–2 and Deut 18 as well as Luther's interpretation of the Decalogue in his catechisms.

Survey of contents

Teil I
Einführung
1. Kapitel: Ein Volk befreiter Brüder: Das Gesetz als Lebensordnung Israels im Deuteronomium – 2. Kapitel: Das nahe Wort:
Wandlungen des Gesetzesverständnisses in der deuteronomisch-deuteronomistischen Literatur – 3. Kapitel: Leben in Gottes
Gegenwart: Wandlungen des Gesetzesverständnisses in der priesterlichen Komposition des Pentateuch – 4. Kapitel: Ein Palast
in der Zeit: Wandlungen im Verständnis des Sabbatgebotes
Teil II
5. Kapitel: Gottesfurcht und Nächstenliebe: Die Zusammenfassung der WillensoJenbarung Gottes am Sinai in Lev 19 – 6.
Kapitel: Wie kam das Gesetz an den Sinai? – 7. Kapitel: Das Gesetz und die Propheten in Amos 1–2 – 8. Kapitel: Zum
literargeschichtlichen Ort des Prophetengesetzes Dtn 18 zwischen dem Jeremiabuch und Dtn 13 – 9. Kapitel: Ungeborenes
Leben: Wandlungen im Verständnis des Rechtssatzes Ex 21,22–25 – 10. Kapitel: Luthers Auslegung des Dekalogs in seinen
Katechismen

Kratz, Reinhard Gregor

Das Judentum im Zeitalter des Zweiten Tempels

Kleine Schriften I

Volume 42
2nd, reviewed and revised edition
2013. XII, 389 pages. 

ISBN 9783161525018
sewn paper 104,00 €

ISBN 9783161578137
eBook PDF 104,00 €

Reinhard Gregor Kratz deals with ancient Judaism in the Persian and Hellenistic-Roman period. He focuses on the question
raised by Eduard Meyer and Julius Wellhausen regarding the origins of Judaism.

Seeligmann, Isac Leo

Gesammelte Studien zur Hebräischen Bibel

Hrsg. v. Erhard Blum, m. einem Beitr. v. Rudolf Smend

Volume 41
2004. X, 535 pages. 

ISBN 9783161484254
cloth 134,00 €

ISBN 9783161577802
eBook PDF 134,00 €

This volume contains essays by Isac Leo Seeligmann, a biblical scholar from Jerusalem and one of the outstanding exegetes of
the last century. The studies represent the broad spectrum of his research, which ranged from biblical historiography and
biblical law, from studies of prophecy and psalms to the history of the biblical text and innerbiblical interpretation. In a unique
manner, Seeligmann's studies demonstrate an extensive knowledge of traditional Jewish literature as well as classical and
ancient literature. In addition to eight studies already published in German or English, this work also contains ten Hebrew
essays, translated into German for the �rst time and thus made available to a wider audience interested in biblical scholarship
and theology.

Seeligmann, Isac Leo

The Septuagint Version of Isaiah and Cognate Studies

Ed. by Robert Hanhart and Hermann Spieckermann

Volume 40
2004. IX, 313 pages. 

ISBN 9783161483721
cloth 94,00 €

ISBN 9783161578229
eBook PDF 94,00 €

The present volume makes accessible once more the groundbreaking work »The Septuagint Version of Isaiah« (1948) by Isac
Leo Seeligmann (1907–1982), accompanied by two studies that have to be seen as prolegomena to the book. Both studies
were published originally in the Dutch language, and the English translation of one of them appears in this volume for the �rst
time. Seeligmann aims to understand the Septuagint as a witness of Hellenistic Judaism striving to maintain the text's special
character as a document of faith. At the same time all of Seeligmann's works edited in this volume are documents of the
suJering of European Judaism during the time of National Socialism.
The new edition provides evidence of Seeligmann's approach to the Septuagint as a witness of Hellenistic Judaism which
strives to maintain the text's special character as a document of faith. Because of this new access from the perspective of
content and method, Seeligmann's inWuence on Septuagint research became so strong that it has lasted up to the present.
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The reader will realise that the history of Israel during the Hellenistic period does not simply represent an object of scholarly
research for Seeligmann but also serves as the background for the interpretation of the history of the Jewish people in his own
time.

Miller, Patrick

The Way of the Lord

Essays in Old Testament Theology

Volume 39
2004. X, 341 pages. 

ISBN 9783161482540
cloth 94,00 €

ISBN 9783161578212
eBook PDF 94,00 €

Patrick D. Miller konzentriert sich in den hier gesammelten Essays zum Alten Testament besonders auf den Dekalog und die
Psalmen. Die Zehn Gebote deutet er als eine verbindende Richtlinie für das Leben der Gemeinschaft der Gläubigen, die dann
im Rest der Bibel in viele verschiedene Richtungen weiterentwickelt wird: in der Rechtsprechung, in Erzählungen,
prophetischen Weissagungen, den Psalmen und Sprüchen. In den verschiedenen Auslegungen zu den Psalmen legt der Autor
besonderes Augenmerk darauf, daß das Buch der Psalmen sowohl ein theologisches Buch als auch eine Sammlung von
Liedern und Gebeten ist. Im letzten Teil des Buches führt er die theologische Lesart des Alten Testaments fort und befaßt sich
besonders mit methodologischen Fragen sowie mit Aspekten des göttlichen Charakters und der menschlichen Natur.

Survey of contents

The Commandments
The Place of the Decalogue in the Old Testament and Its Law – The Suhciency and Insuhciency of the Commandments –
Metaphors for the Moral – The Good Neighborhood: Identity and Community through the Commandments – The Story of the
First Commandment: The Book of Exodus – The Story of the First Commandment: The Book of Joshua – The Psalms as a
Meditation on the First Commandment – The Commandments in the Reformed Perspective – »That It May Go Well with You:«
The Commandments and the Common Good
The Psalms
The Ruler in Zion and the Hope of the Poor: Psalms 9–10 in the Context of the Psalter – The Poetry of Creation: Psalm 104 –
The Hermeneutics of Imprecation – Prayer and Worship – The Psalter as a Book of Theology – What is a Human Being: The
Anthropology of the Psalter I – The Sinful and Trusting Creature: The Anthropology of the Psalter II
Theology
Constitution or Instruction: The Purpose of Deuteronomy – Slow to Anger: The Good of the Prophets – What the Scriptures
Principally Teach – Imagining God – Theology from Below: The Theological Interpretation of the Scripture – Man and Woman:
Towards a Theological Anthropology – Preaching the Old Testament at Easter

Williamson, Hugh

Studies in Persian Period History and Historiography

Volume 38
2004. XIV, 326 pages. 

ISBN 9783161482618
cloth 134,00 €

ISBN 9783161577949
eBook PDF 134,00 €

For at least 15 years, and with several signi�cant works, Hugh Williamson contributed to the movement to recapture the
importance of the biblical books of Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah. Behind his widely acclaimed commentaries on these
books lay many detailed historical and exegetical studies, published in a variety of journals, Festschriften and other works. The
most important of these are here collected together for the �rst time, providing the scholar of the post-exilic period with a
valuable resource in furthering research on this formative period in early Jewish history.

Survey of contents

Historical Studies:
Early Post-Exilic Judaean History – Judah and the Jews – The Governors of Judah under the Persians – Nehemiah's Walls
Revisited – The Historical Value of Josephus' Jewish Antiquities  xi. 297–301
Chronicles:
Introduction to M. Noth, The Chronicler's History  – Sources and Redaction in the Chronicler's Genealogy of Judah – 'We are
Yours, O David': The Setting and Purpose of 1 Chronicles 12:1–23 – The Origins of the Twenty-Four Priestly Courses: A Study of
1 Chronicles 23–27  – The Accession of Solomon in the Books of Chronicles – The Temple in the Books of Chronikles –
Eschatology in Chronicles
Ezra – Nehemia:
Post-Exilic Historiography – Ezra and Nehemiah in the Light of the Texts from Persepolis – Scripture Citing Scripture: The
Historical Books  – The Composition of Ezra 1–6 – The Belief System of the Book of Nehemiah – Structure and Historiography
in Nehemiah 9 – The Problem with First Esdras

Michel, Andreas

Gott und Gewalt gegen Kinder im Alten Testament

Volume 37
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Volume 37
2003. X, 395 pages. 

ISBN 9783161481550
cloth 109,00 €

ISBN 9783161578052
eBook PDF 109,00 €

Children are often the victims of violence in the Old Testament, and in most instances God bears the responsibility for these
acts of violence. In this work, Andreas Michel demonstrates that there are parallels between today's attitude regarding these
acts and the attitude of the Greek translators of the Old Testament who, because they could not bear the thought of God
permitting these acts of violence, simply omitted some of these incidents from their bible. In order to present proof of this,
the author evaluates for the �rst time all those negative verbs which are related to violence and which have God as their
subject. In doing so, he is guided by the presentation of the so-called countertestimony in Walter Brueggemann's »Theology of
the Old Testament« from 1997. In a discussion of Psalm 137 and Genesis 22, two texts which pertain particularly to violence
against children, and of texts concerning cannibalism of children, the author reaches the conclusion that the biblical image of
God, as repulsive as it may seem, must be taken seriously.

Schöpflin, Karin

Theologie als Biographie im Ezechielbuch

Ein Beitrag zur Konzeption alttestamentlicher Prophetie

Volume 36
2002. IX, 392 pages. 

ISBN 9783161478697
cloth 119,00 €

ISBN 9783161578175
eBook PDF 119,00 €

Karin SchöpWin regards the Book of Ezekiel as a literary composition providing a prophet's �ctitious autobiography. Through
stereotyped patterns of speech, the readers continually witness the communication between God and Ezekiel which takes
place while the disaster which had threatened Jerusalem �nally materializes. Ultimately, the book's stylization focuses on the
relationship between prediction and ful�llment. The fate of Jerusalem illustrates God's omnipotence and the eJectiveness of
his word.

Pola, Thomas

Das Priestertum bei Sacharja

Historische und traditionsgeschichtliche Untersuchungen zur frühnachexilischen Herrschererwartung

Volume 35
2003. IX, 354 pages. 

ISBN 9783161476679
cloth 104,00 €

ISBN 9783161577932
eBook PDF 104,00 €

The author discusses the historical problems of the early Achaemenid period in Juda as the background of the prophecies of
Haggai and Zechariah. Did they really promote a restoration movement? Pola does an exegesis of the book of Haggai, Zech 3,
4 and 6:9–15, including an analysis of the preexilic and exilic prophetic texts concerning the Messiah. His conclusion is that the
dominance of the priesthood in the early Second Temple era must be seen as a consequence of the increasing importance of
the priesthood during the exile, a fact which is shown mainly in the book of Ezekiel. According to Hag 2:20–23 and Zechariah
the function of the Davidic prince, Serubbabel, was limited to laying the foundations of the Second Temple in order to
emphasize its legitimacy.

Lange, Armin

Vom prophetischen Wort zur prophetischen Tradition

Studien zur Traditions- und Redaktionsgeschichte innerprophetischer Konflikte in der Hebräischen

Bibel

Volume 34
2002. XI, 371 pages. 

ISBN 9783161477324
cloth 104,00 €

ISBN 9783161578182
eBook PDF 104,00 €

Armin Lange examines the innerprophetic conWicts as documented by Amos, Micah, Isaiah, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and
Zechariah as well as Lamentations. These texts attest to a development from prophetic word to prophetic tradition. While in
preexilic times actual prophecy and prophetic tradition coexisted, in postexilic times prophetic tradition became dominant
and actual prophecy marginal. The reason for this development lies in the experiences of late preexilic and early postexilic
times. When in 520–515 BCE, during the rebuilding of the Jerusalem Temple, the Zionistic shalom prophecy was perpetuated –
a prophetic message which in the eyes of Deuteronomism was at least partly responsible for the catastrophe of 587 BCE –
actual prophecy as such was in dubious repute. In its stead prophetic interpretation and rewriting of older prophecy became
the means of prophetic revelation.

Spieckermann, Hermann

Gottes Liebe zu Israel

Studien zur Theologie des Alten Testaments

Volume 33
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Volume 33
2001; unrevised e-book edition 2019;
Original edition 2004 2004.
X, 234 pages. 

ISBN 9783161578236
eBook PDF 64,00 €

In his studies, Hermann Spieckermann deals with the question of the nature and the works of God in the Old Testament.
Although when writing them this was not the author's primary intention, in retrospect they all turned out to focus on the
question of the feasibility and the concept of a theology of the Old Testament. At the centre of this is the recognition of God's
self-determination to love. In the beginning, this love is directed towards his people, the people of Israel, but it soon includes
other nations as well.

»This beautifully produced volume contains twelve essays by the professor of Old Testament at the University of Göttingen.
Eleven of the studies have been published previously and one appears for the �rst time in German. The leitmotif of the essays
concerns the possibility and concept of a theology of the OT. ... This is an extremely useful collection which aptly displays S.'s
breadth of knowledge and interest and the reader eagerly awaits S.'s OT theology as a whole.«
A.C. Hagedorn in Book List  2002, S. 179f.

Volume 32
2001; unrevised e-book edition 2019;
Original edition 2004 2004.
IX, 587 pages. 

ISBN 9783161578397
eBook PDF 64,00 €

Das biblische Weltbild und seine altorientalischen Kontexte

Hrsg. v. Bernd Janowski u. Beate Ego, in Zus.-Arb. m. Annette Krüger

Schaper, Joachim

Priester und Leviten im achämenidischen Juda

Studien zur Kult- und Sozialgeschichte Israels in persischer Zeit

Volume 31
2000. X, 352 pages. 

ISBN 9783161474095
cloth 114,00 €

ISBN 9783161578199
eBook PDF 114,00 €

Joachim Schaper presents a history of the post-exilic Judaean priesthood that is characterized by its openness for innovative
approaches and its inter-disciplinary outlook. It situates priests and Levites in their cultural and social world in the Judah of the
Persian period. Joachim Schaper applies insights won by historians and sociologists to a crucial aspect of the history of post-
exilic Judah; his approach is inspired by the works of scholars such as Max Weber and Marc Bloch.

Survey of contents

Einleitung zur Forschungsgeschichte und Methodologie – Die religiösen, sozialen und wirtschaftlichen Grundlagen der
Neuerrichtung der Jerusalemer Tempelhierarchie in nachexilischer Zeit – Die frühachämenidische Zeit – Die mittel- und
spätachämenidische Zeit – Zusammenfassung: Priester und Leviten im achämenidischen Juda

Otto, Eckart

Das Deuteronomium im Pentateuch und Hexateuch

Studien zur Literaturgeschichte von Pentateuch und Hexateuch im Lichte des

Deuteronomiumrahmens

Volume 30
unrevised e-book edition 2019;
Original edition 2000 2000.
X, 326 pages. 

ISBN 9783161578342
eBook PDF 94,00 €

Eckart Otto treads new paths in Pentateuch and Deuteronomy research by showing that Deuteronomy is the cradle of the
Pentateuch. He demonstrates that Deuteronomy is the center of the Hebrew bible and that it belongs in the center of every
literary and religious history of Israel.

Rösel, Martin

Adonaj – warum Gott »Herr« genannt wird

Volume 29
2000. X, 257 pages. 

ISBN 9783161471933
cloth 104,00 €

ISBN 9783161578281
eBook PDF 104,00 €

Martin Rösel shows how the title 'lord' was used in biblical texts from the 8th century BCE on. Its oldest use is related to the
'lord' of a temple or a sanctuary. It is here that the prophetic visions speak of having seen »my lord« (Amos 7–9; Isaiah 6).
Psalms and prayers dedicated to the lord prove that the speakers were hoping for and trusting in God's power. The author
includes material from outside the Bible and also considers the Qumran �ndings, thus making an important contribution to
the project of a biblical theology.
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Weber, Cornelia

Altes Testament und völkische Frage

Der biblische Volksbegriff in der alttestamentlichen Wissenschaft der nationalsozialistischen Zeit,

dargestellt am Beispiel von Johannes Hempel

Volume 28
2000. XIII, 352 pages. 

ISBN 9783161471025
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161578168
eBook PDF 129,00 €

The volkish ideology which had become well established during the Third Reich was centred entirely around the Germans and
proclaimed their superiority over the Jews. Cornelia Weber examines the interpretation of the biblical concept of 'volk' by
focusing on Johannes Hempel, who had acquired an international reputation as a Professor for Old Testament Studies and as
the editor of the ZAW (Journal for Old Testament Studies) and who joined the German Christians in 1933. Hempel did not see
any inconsistency between his work on the Old Testament and his political commitment to the National Socialist state.

Chapman, Stephen B.

The Law and the Prophets

A Study in Old Testament Canon Formation

Volume 27
2000; unrevised student edition 2009.
XVII, 356 pages. 

ISBN 9783161499739
sewn paper 64,00 €

ISBN 9783161578205
eBook PDF 64,00 €

»This publication is recommended to everyone interested in the notion of canon and every scholar who wrestles with the
history of canon formation. Chapman's theory will have to be reckoned with in all future research of the Old Testament
canon.«
P.M. Venter in Hervormde Theologise Studies  58/4 (2002), pgs. 1874–1875

»This is a �ne study on the intriguing question of the biblical canon. Chapman oJers an alternative model of the origin of Law
and prophets […] The book contains a lot of food for thought; maybe the interpretative model of a »theological grammar« will
allow us to view the plurality of biblical texts in a diJerent light. No serious future study can aJord to overlook Chapman's
insights.«
Anselm C. Hagedorn in The Journal of Religion  vol. 83/1, pgs. 617–618

»This is an important, and readable book. It shows that both the law and the prophets are authoritative Scripture which are
aware of and play oJ each other. It is not a case of Torah priority or of the prophets being before and the source of the law, as
some critics hold. This book should be in all academic theological libraries.«
David W. Baker in Ashland Theological Journal  34 (2002), pgs. 99–100

Ruwe, Andreas

»Heiligkeitsgesetz« und »Priesterschrift«

Literaturgeschichtliche und rechtssystematische Untersuchungen zu Leviticus 17,1–26,2

Volume 26
1999. XI, 409 pages. 

ISBN 9783161471308
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161578113
eBook PDF 129,00 €

In his study, the author presents a complete analysis of the so-called »Holiness Code« (Lev 17–26), one of the most important
bodies of law in the Old Testament. Andreas Ruwe shows that the sequence of rules and legal regulations combined in this text
possesses a systematic consistency. In addition, he succeeds in demonstrating that the Holiness Code is an integral part of the
Priestly Code and the priestly role in the forming of the Pentateuch, since two of the commands contained it, observing the
Sabbath and revering the sanctuary, not only form the conceptional basis for the structure of Lev 17–26 but also deal with the
central religious institutions of the Priestly Code: Sabbath and sanctuary.

Köhlmoos, Melanie

Das Auge Gottes

Textstrategie im Hiobbuch

Volume 25
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Volume 25
1999. IX, 386 pages. 

ISBN 9783161471407
cloth 129,00 €

ISBN 9783161577987
eBook PDF 129,00 €

Which methods are employed to encourage the reader to interpret the Book of Job, and what part do dramaturgy and content
play in this? Melanie Köhlmoos outlines the basic 'textual strategy' of the Book of Job from the point of view of God's presence.
Her interpretation is based on the interaction between the text, its readers and other texts. The persons who appear, the
questions on content and the formal structures are all elements in the text which enable it to make a pact with its readers and
to suggest to the reader a certain way of reading and interpreting it. In the course of the story of Job, God and Job's friends, we
�nd numerous central themes in the New Testament (justice, the Creation, ethics) which take on a diJerent complexion.

Hanhart, Robert

Studien zur Septuaginta und zum hellenistischen Judentum

Hrsg. v. Reinhard G. Kratz

Volume 24
unrevised e-book edition 2019;
Original edition 1999 1999.
X, 298 pages. 

ISBN 9783161578366
eBook PDF 114,00 €

This volume presents selected studies by Robert Hanhart, Professor Emeritus and former director of the Septuaginta-
Unternehmen der Göttinger Akademie der Wissenschaft . These studies deal with the origin, history and the translation
technique of the Septuagint in the context of Hellenistic Judaism. Robert Hanhart �nds in the Greek translation of the Hebrew
text an interpretation and updating of the Scriptures, which is at the same time an act of Jewish self-de�nition in the Hellenistic
Age. Other essays focus on the history of research, especially on the Göttinger Septuaginta-Unternehmen and P. de Lagarde.

Survey of contents

Vorwort
Entstehung und Geschichte der Septuaginta
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With its concept of the servant of God who suJers for others, Isaiah 53 is one of the leading theological texts in the Old
Testament which had an extraordinary inWuence on Judaism and Christianity. The eight articles in this book deal with the
subject of the suJering servant. Whereas the �rst three essays study the Old Testament text, its Deutero-Isaiac context and its
pre-Christian reception, the following two essays focus on its inclusion in the Scriptures of the New Testament. The Jewish and
the Christian interpretations of the fourth Servant Song are then presented, using the Targum of Jonathan, the Sepher Chizzuq
Emunah and patristic literature as examples. There is a detailed and up-to-date bibliography on Isaiah 53 at the end of the
book.
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Did the ancient Israelites perform rituals expressive of the belief in the supernatural bene�cent power of the dead? Contrary
to long held notions of primitive society and the euhemeristic origin of the divine, various factors indicate that the ancestor
cult, that is, ancestor veneration or worship, was not observed in the Iron Age Levant. The Israelites did not adopt an ancient
Canaanite ancestor cult that became the object of biblical scorn. Yet, a variety of mortuary rituals and cults were performed in
Levantine society; mourning and funerary rites and longer-term rituals such as the care for the dead and commemoration.
Rituals and monuments in or at burial sites, and especially the recitation of the deceased's name, recounted the dead's lived
lives for familial survivors. They served broader social functions as well; e.g., to legitimate primogeniture and to reinforce a
community's social collectivity.

Another ritual complex from the domain of divination, namely necromancy, might have expressed the Israelite dead's
bene�cent powers. Yet, was this power to reveal knowledge that of the dead or was it a power conveyed through the dead, but
that remained attributable to another supranatural being of non-human origin? Contemporary Assyrian necromancers
utilized the ghost as a conduit through which divine knowledge was revealed to ascertain the future and so Judah's king
Manasseh, a loyal Assyrian vassal, emulated these new Assyrian imperial forms of prognostication. As a de-legitimating
rhetorical strategy, necromancy was then integrated into biblical traditions about the more distant past and attributed �ctive
Canaanite origins (Deut 18). In its �nal literary setting, necromancy was depicted as the Achille's heel of the nation's �rst royal
dynasty, that of the Saulides (1 Sam 28), and more tellingly, its second, that of the Davidides (2 Kgs. 21:6; 23:24).
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»In this splendid work the reader is introduced to a re-evaluation of the nature of 'Biblical Hebrew'. The author suggests a new
model for understanding the north-western Semitic dialects in general and the Hebrew in particular. […] This is a highly
recommended work for scholars and students interested in the history and development of Hebrew as part of the
northwestern Semitic languages.«
C A P van Tonder in Old Testament Essays  8:2 (1995), pp. 302–303

»This is an important book, not only for scholars concerned with the history of the Hebrew language but also for those
investigating dating and background of Old Testament literature. It is thought-provoking and reWects an impressive erudition.«
GeoJrey Khan in Vetus Testamentum  XLVII (1997), no. 3, pp. 409–412

»Young's theory is provocative and far-reaching. It comprehends a large amount of evidence with an elegantly simple
explanation.«
Marsha White in Journal of Biblical Literature  11 (1997), pp. 730–732
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