


Spätmittelalter, Humanismus, Reformation
Studies in the Late Middle Ages,
Humanism, and the Reformation

edited by Volker Leppin (New Haven, CT)

in association with

Amy Nelson Burnett (Lincoln, NE), Johannes Helmrath (Berlin),
Matthias Pohlig (Berlin), Eva Schlotheuber (Düsseldorf),

Klaus Unterburger (Regensburg)

130





Mohr Siebeck

Ilmari Karimies

Martin Luther’s Understanding 
of Faith and Reality  

(1513–1521)
The Influence of Augustinian Platonism and  

Illumination in Luther’s Thought



Ilmari Karimies, born 1979; 2005 M.Th; 2005 ordained pastor; 2008−15 doctoral research 
positions at the University of Helsinki; 2017 Dr. th.; since 2018 lecturer of Reformation 
theology, Helsinki University Open University.

ISBN 978-3-16-156531-1 / eISBN 978-3-16-161031-8
DOI 10.1628/978-3-16-161031-8

ISSN 1865-2840 / eISSN 2569-4391 (Spätmittelalter, Humanismus, Reformation)

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliographie; 
detailed bibliographic data are available at http://dnb.dnb.de.

©  2022 Mohr Siebeck Tübingen, Germany.  www.mohrsiebeck.com 

This book may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, in any form (beyond that permitted by 
copyright law) without the publisher’s written permission. This applies particularly to repro-
ductions, translations and storage and processing in electronic systems.

The book was printed on non-aging paper by Gulde Druck in Tübingen, and bound by 
Buchbinderei Spinner in Ottersweier.

Printed in Germany. 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To my sons Tiitus an Justus 
and 

to my wife Iida 



 
 

 



 

Preface 

The study you have at hand is the product of years of engagement with Luther 
and the Augustinian tradition. I first encountered Luther and Augustine as a 
student at Parola High School around 1996, when by the suggestion of the 
local Youth Pastor Jari Wihersaari I read Luther’s De servo arbitrio and Au-
gustine’s Confessions. These encounters helped to spark my interest in sys-
tematic theology. The epistemological theory of Augustine, the doctrine of 
illumination, has fascinated me ever since.  

Already in 2003 when I entered Professor Antti Raunio’s master’s thesis 
seminar, my aim was to investigate the relationship of ontology and episte-
mology in Luther’s understanding of faith with special regard to how the 
focal point of Finnish Mannermaa School, Christ present in faith, was related 
to faith as a cognition. That preliminary work only scraped the surface of the 
subject, but it demonstrated that the concept of lumen fidei played a central 
role in Luther’s view of faith as cognition.  

After I had graduated as a master of theology, I worked at the Diocesan 
Chapter of Helsinki under Bishop, Professor Emeritus Eero Huovinen, a Lu-
ther scholar known for his work on fides infantium and Luther’s theological 
anthropology. This study is a continuation of his investigations, too. I thank 
Eero for his encouragement to take up this task when the opportunity arose. 

When I started my doctoral studies it was still common in Finland to write 
a licentiate thesis and then expand upon it. My study was accordingly intend-
ed to consist of two main chapters: ontology (cosmology) and epistemology, 
first being the topic of my licentiate. However, as I was underway, the Finn-
ish government, following the international trend of introducing Neoliberal-
ism at the Universities and preferring quantity over quality, cut the degrees in 
half with respect to contents and time, among major cuts at research funding. 
An ongoing study built on two pillars could not be adapted accordingly with-
out unsettling the whole. This resulted in challenges near the end of the work. 

My doctoral thesis, upon which this study is based, was defended at Uni-
versity of Helsinki during Reformation Jubilee year 2017. In it I was able to 
bring my examination regarding Luther to completion and to elucidate the 
manner in which these topics are intertwined. I am grateful to all the parties 
who helped me bring this work to completion: Especially to my Alma Mater, 
University of Helsinki, her Faculty of Theology and its Department of Sys-
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tematic Theology. To Professor of Ecumenics Risto Saarinen for supervising 
my thesis, and to Professor Antti Raunio for guiding me at the preliminary 
stages of this work. To our University Lecturers: Pekka Kärkkäinen for his 
expertise in late medieval anthropology, Olli-Pekka Vainio and Pauli Annala 
for their feedback as the inspectors of my licentiate thesis, and to Pauli for his 
help in understanding the mystical traditions behind Luther’s thought, too. I 
also thank Docent Sammeli Juntunen for being the other pre-examiner of my 
doctoral thesis. I wish to express my appreciation to the two academic giants 
of our Faculty, also: Professor Emeritus Simo Knuuttila, the chair of the Cen-
ter of Excellence in which this work was carried out, and late Professor 
Emeritus Tuomo Mannermaa, (1937–2015), who served as an example to us 
junior reserarchers, sometimes inviting us to his home. 

I also express my thanks to all parties which funded my work: To the Finn-
ish Graduate School of Theology, Philosophical Psychology, Morality and 
Politics Center of Excellence, Church Research Institute, STI – Theological 
Institute of Finland, and the Doctoral School in Humanities and Social Sci-
ences (HYMY) of the University of Helsinki. I also thank the Department for 
International Relations of the ELCF for its travel grants. My final financial 
thanks go to KEVA, the public section pension provider in Finland, which 
allowed me to complete the editing phase of this volume after I had a stroke 
in 2019, and to Open University of the University of Helsinki, where I have 
been teaching courses on Reformation before and after. My stroke signifi-
cantly delayed the editing of this work, and I therefore wish to thank Mohr 
Siebeck for their patience. I also thank Professor Volker Leppin for recom-
mending my study to be taken in this series. I extend my thanks for academic 
collaboration to colleagues at a number of international organisations. Of you 
I will only mention Professor Anna Vind from Copenhagen, whom I have 
known since 2004. I thank her for serving as the opponent of my doctoral 
defense and as the other examiner of my thesis. I also thank Dr. Grant White 
for revising the language of this study. I also wish to thank the ecclesial or-
ganizations which have invited me to give presentations on my work.  

Finally, I thank my friends who have contributed to bearing the burden of 
this work. These thanks also apply to Hämäläis-Osakunta student nation. 
Most of all I thank those who suffered from my years of hard work with this 
study: my sons Tiitus and Justus. I also thank my wife Iida Karimies, who 
nursed me back to health after my stroke. To them this book is dedicated.  

 
Helsinki, Pentecost June 5th 2022 

 
 
 

 
Ilmari Karimies 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. The Rationale of the Study 

Near the beginning of his second encyclical, Spe salvi (2007), Pope Benedict 
XVI presents the question of how the definition of faith given in Hebrews 
11:1 should be interpreted. Seeing in the issue a major dispute between Lu-
therans and Catholics not only with regard to exegesis, but in the definition of 
faith as well, he states: 

Ever since the Reformation there has been a dispute among exegetes over the central word 
of this phrase, but today a way towards a common interpretation seems to be opening up 
once more. […] “Faith is the hypostasis of things hoped for; the proof of things not seen”. 
For the Fathers and for the theologians of the Middle Ages, it was clear that the Greek 
word hypostasis was to be rendered in Latin with the term substantia. The Latin translation 
of the text produced at the time of the early Church therefore reads: Est autem fides 
sperandarum substantia rerum, argumentum non apparentium–faith is the “substance” of 
things hoped for; the proof of things not seen.1 

Thus for Benedict there are two conflicting interpretations of the verse with 
regard to the words substantia and argumentum, as to whether they are un-
derstood to refer to a present reality or to an absent object of hope. Presenting 
the Catholic stance, Benedict refers to Thomas Aquinas, whom he sees as 
substantiating the first view: 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, using the terminology of the philosophical tradition to which he 
belonged, explains it as follows: faith is a habitus, that is, a stable disposition of the spirit, 
through which eternal life takes root in us and reason is led to consent to what it does not 
see. The concept of “substance” is therefore modified in the sense that through faith, in a 
tentative way, or as we might say “in embryo”–and thus according to the “substance”–
there are already present in us the things that are hoped for: the whole, true life. And 
precisely because the thing itself is already present, this presence of what is to come also 
creates certainty: this “thing” which must come is not yet visible in the external world (it 
does not “appear”), but because of the fact that, as an initial and dynamic reality, we carry 
it within us, a certain perception of it has even now come into existence.2  

                                                           
1 BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi of the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI to the 

Bishops, Priests and Deacons, Men and Women Religious and All the Lay Faithful on 
Christian Hope (Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2007), 7.  

2 Ibid., 7. 
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Against the view of Thomas, the Pope sets Luther, who according to him 
understood faith only in the subjective sense, as an expression of interior 
attitude, devoid of any reality present within the believer: 

To Luther, who was not particularly fond of the Letter to the Hebrews, the concept of 
“substance”, in the context of his view of faith, meant nothing. For this reason he 
understood the term hypostasis/substance not in the objective sense (of a reality present 
within us), but in the subjective sense, as an expression of an interior attitude, and so, 
naturally, he also had to understand the term argumentum as a disposition of the subject.3  

After analysing the modern exegetical discussion, the Pope thus arrives at the 
following conclusion: 

“Yet there can be no question but that this classical Protestant understanding is untenable”. 
Faith is not merely a personal reaching out towards things to come that are still totally 
absent: it gives us something. It gives us even now something of the reality we are waiting 
for, and this present reality constitutes for us a “proof” of the things that are still unseen. 
Faith draws the future into the present, so that it is no longer simply a “not yet”.4 

In his text Pope Benedict therefore sets against each other the Thomist defini-
tion of faith as a habitus, that disposes the subject towards eternal life by 
setting the person into connection with what he does not yet see, but what is 
nevertheless as an initial reality already present, and a supposedly Lutheran 
definition of faith according to which faith would only be a subjective interior 
attitude, a conviction of things that are not yet present reality. The juxtaposi-
tion presented by Benedict is incorrect, however.5 The present work will 
argue that the actual fact is quite the opposite: Luther sees faith as an even 
stronger participation in the divine reality than the notion of habitus, used by 
Thomas Aquinas, is able to convey. For Thomas, namely, faith as an infused 
theological virtue is a created similitude of the divine light. But for Luther the 
light of faith is in itself divine, having God as its immediate object.  

The comparison of Pope Benedict allows us to approach the question of 
the nature of faith in general. As a broad generalization one can make a dis-
tinction between two different approaches to defining the concept of faith. 
The first approach is to analyse faith as being composed of two constituents: 
an assent (fides qua), and the content of faith (fides quae). Premodern, mod-

                                                           
3 Ibid., 7. 
4 Ibid., 7. 
5 In his conception of the Lutheran understanding of faith Benedict XVI seems to rely 

on the older German existentialist reading of Luther, represented among others by Gerhard 
Ebeling and Wilfrid Joest. The ontological presuppositions of Joest and Ebeling are sub-
jected to critical examination especially in chapters 2.3.3.2 and 3.4.1 of this work. On 
similar criticism by Catholic philosopher Jean Borella of the Lutheran concept of faith, and 
for refutation of that criticism, see also LARRY RINEHART, “Intelligence on the Siege of 
Augsburg,” JES 48, no. 1 (2013), 107–113; LARRY RINEHART, “Sola Fide: The Mystery of 
Salvation by Faith,” JES 49, no. 1 (2014), 577–600. 
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ern and postmodern theologians and theologies very often follow this option, 
differing in the emphasis they place on each of the elements. For example, in 
doctrinal orthodoxy the accent usually lies on believing the right doctrinal 
propositions (fides quae), so that “faith” primarily means the conceptual con-
tent of faith. Classical liberal theology, on the other hand (illustrated for ex-
ample by Schleiermacher), puts the accent on the subjective faith of the indi-
vidual (fides qua), defined in Schleiermacher’s case as a feeling. An existen-
tial and personalist emphasis would define faith as consisting of a relation 
(fides qua) and the object (fides quae), the latter understood as a person. A 
second and structurally different approach, however, that can be characterized 
as mostly premodern, attempts to define the concept of faith using the notion 
of intellectual light and illumination. The classical theories of illumination, 
such as those of Augustine and Bonaventure, contain an ontological link 
between the object of knowledge and the cognition itself. In this approach the 
two cannot be separated, as the quality of the cognition is dependent on the 
nature of the object. When this theory is applied to explain the epistemic 
nature of faith, faith acquires the nature of immediate and intuitive cognition, 
i.e., “knowledge of acquaintance”, over against representational and proposi-
tional knowledge. Mediating between these two alternatives are the Thomistic 
and late Franciscan (Scotist and Nominalist) theories of illumination, which 
also use the notion of the light of faith, but in which the concept of light is 
interpreted more metaphorically, not as immediate knowledge of an object, 
but as propositional knowledge granted certainty by supernatural means. For 
them, faith becomes an infused supernatural virtue, but it grants only a medi-
ated cognition of its object.6 

The specific background of this study, which examines the nature of Mar-
tin Luther’s understanding of faith in relation to its ontological preconditions, 
has been the work of the so-called Finnish “Mannermaa School” of Luther 
research. Its basis lies in the work of Tuomo Mannermaa (1937–2015), who 
                                                           

6 As a comprehensive overview of the uses of the concept of faith in different theologi-
cal contexts see ANDREAS GRÜNSCHLOß et al., “Faith,” in RPP, ed. Hans Dieter Betz et al., 
4th edition (Brill, 2011), doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1877-5888_rpp_COM_08687. 
Classical and medieval interpretations of the theory of illumination will be analysed in 
chapter 3.2. For a modern Catholic synthesis and definition of the nature of faith see 
(Pope) FRANCIS, Encyclical letter Spe Salvi of the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI to the 
bishops, priests and deacons, men and women religious and all the lay faithful on Chris-
tian hope (Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2013). In Medieval theology the question of the 
relation faith as cognition has to its object, especially in the sense of whether the certitude 
of faith is of an epistemological or volitional nature, is connected to the debate around 
whether theology can be considered as a science. If certitude is not based on the 
evidentiality of the contents of faith, but on the effect of grace on the will, then theology is 
not a proper science. See BENGT HÄGGLUND, Theologie und Philosophie bei Luther und 
der occamistischen Tradition: Luthers Stellung zur Theorie von der doppelten Wahrheit 
(Lund: Gleerup, 1955), 22–42. 
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served as Professor of Ecumenics at the University of Helsinki from 1980 to 
2000. Under Mannermaa the focus on Luther’s ontological thought became a 
central aspect of Finnish Luther research.7 In his groundbreaking study Christ 
Present in Faith (originally published in Finnish as In ipsa fide Christus 
adest), Mannermaa observed that at the heart of Luther’s teaching on justifi-
cation lies an ontological or real-ontic idea of union with Christ in faith, who 
is present in the faith of the believer, and that this idea is analogous to the 
Orthodox understanding of justification as deification (theosis).8  
                                                           

7 KARI KOPPERI and RISTO SAARINEN, Läsnäoleva Kristus. Tuomo Mannermaan koulu 
teologian ja kirkon asialla (Helsinki: Suomalainen teologinen kirjallisuusseura, 2022) 
gives a comprehensive overview of Tuomo Mannermaa’s life work with Luther studies and 
influence in Finnish. A shorter overview is presented in RISTO SAARINEN “Tuomo Man-
nermaa ja Suomen Akatemian Luther-projektit 1984–1997,” Teologinen Aikakauskirja 1 
(2015), 55–68. Up-to-date information on the Finnish Luther research can also be found on 
Professor Risto Saarinen’s web page: http://blogs.helsinki.fi/ristosaarinen/luther-studies-
in-finland/ (accessed 27.7.2021). Recent published overviews of Finnish Luther research 
are also available in print in English (JUHANI FORSBERG, “Afterword: Finnish Luther 
Research since 1979,” Two Kinds of Love. Martin Luther’s Religious World, trans. Kirsi 
Irmeli Stjerna, 1st Fortress Press ed. [Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010], 89–103; 
RISTO SAARINEN, “Finnish Luther Studies: A Story and a Program,” in Engaging Luther: 
A (New) Theological Assessment, ed. Olli-Pekka Vainio [Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 
2010], 1–26; RISTO SAARINEN, “The Study of Luther in Finland,” in Luther, reformaatio 
ja kirja = Luther, the Reformation, and the Book, ed. Tuija Laine [Helsinki: Suomen kirk-
kohistoriallinen seura, 2012], 143–151) and in German (JUHANI FORSBERG, “Die finnische 
Lutherforschung seit 1979,” Lutherjahrbuch 72 [2005], 147–182). There are also two 
collections of articles in English covering the Finnish research: Carl E. Braaten and Robert 
W. Jenson, eds., Union with Christ. The New Finnish Interpretation of Luther (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1998), and Olli-Pekka Vainio, ed., Engaging Luther. A (New) 
Theological Assessment (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2010). 

8 TUOMO MANNERMAA, In ipsa fide Christus adest. Luterilaisen ja ortodoksisen kris-
tinuskonkäsityksen leikkauspiste (Helsinki: Missiologian ja ekumeniikan seura, 1979), 
published in German as TUOMO MANNERMAA, Der im Glauben gegenwärtige Christus. 
Rechtfertigung und Vergottung zum ökumenischen Dialog (Hannover: Lutherisches Ver-
lagshaus, 1989) and in English as TUOMO MANNERMAA, Christ Present in Faith. Luther’s 
View of Justification, trans. Kirsi Irmeli Stjerna (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2005). 
The Finnish scholarship even influenced the ecumenical process that led to the signing of 
the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification. Especially important was the partic-
ipation in the dialogues of former Professor of Dogmatics and colleague of Mannermaa, 
Bishop of Helsinki Eero Huovinen, who also wrote several works on Luther’s theology of 
faith, as well as the dissertation of Simo Peura regarding theosis and justification (SIMO 

PEURA, Mehr als ein Mensch? Die Vergöttlichung als Thema der Theologie Martin Lu-
thers von 1513 bis 1519 [Mainz: Zabern, 1994]). This Finnish contribution to the dialogue 
process is described by JUHANI FORSBERG, “Der finnische Beitrag zum Dokument Ge-
meinsame Erklärung zur Rechtfertigungslehre,” in Caritas Dei: Beiträge zum Verständnis 
Luthers und der gegenwärtigen Ökumene: Festschrift für Tuomo Mannermaa zum 60. 
Geburtstag, eds. Oswald Bayer, Robert W. Jenson and Simo Knuuttila (Helsinki: Luther-
Agricola-Gesellschaft, 1997), 152–169. 
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However, when one looks at the different definitions of faith, simply citing 
the concept of union does not suffice to explain what faith is. Even if faith is 
defined as union with its object, Christ, one also needs to explain what the 
relation of the ontological union is to the cognition – e.g. knowledge, trust or 
assent – of the faithful subject. Could the supposition of the union be abol-
ished without affecting faith as cognition, or is there an intrinsic connection 
between them? The question of the specific ontological or metaphysical9 
nature of the union that has been the central finding of the Finnish School has 
up until now remained open.10 

Mannermaa’s first and major study on the subject, Christ Present in Faith, 
brings to light the widely known text in which Luther describes faith as dark-
ness that sees nothing and a cloud in the heart, where Christ is present.11 
Though Mannermaa’s emphasis in this work is on the ontological idea of 
Christ as the form of faith, he also makes some brief comments regarding the 
cognitive nature of faith. First, he interprets the dark cloud which surrounds 
Christ as signifying partially the law through which the believer is humbled, 
partially the obscurity of God’s providence.12 Mannermaa also argues that in 
Luther’s view human beings cannot gain any knowledge of the presence of 

                                                           
9 In this study I use the term “ontology” to refer to considerations concerning the nature 

of being in general, and the term “metaphysics” as a reference to elaborated and defined 
systems of ontology. See also footnote 25. 

10 On the question of how the notion of the union might be understood see especially 
DENNIS BIELFELDT, “The Ontology of Deification,” in In Caritas Dei: Beiträge zum 
Verständnis Luthers und der gegenwärtigen Ökumene: Festschrift für Tuomo Mannermaa 
zum 60. Geburtstag, eds. Oswald Bayer, Robert W. Jenson and Simo Knuuttila (Helsinki: 
Luther-Agricola-Gesellschaft, 1997), 90–113. Bielfeldt sketches seven possible models, 
but stresses that more historical research is required to link Luther’s actual thought to 
them. A more modest attempt consisting of three models is given by RISTO SAARINEN, 
“Die Teilhabe an Gott bei Luther und in der finnischen Lutherforschung,” in Luther und 
Ontologie: Das Sein Christi im Glauben als strukturierendes Prinzip der Theologie Lu-
thers: Referate der Fachtagung des Instituts für Systematische Theologie der Universität 
Helsinki in Zusammenarbeit mit der Luther-Akademie Ratzeburg in Helsinki 1.–5.4.1992, 
eds. Anja Ghiselli, Kari Kopperi and Rainer Vinke (Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-
Gesellschaft, 1993), 167–184. 

11 MANNERMAA, Christ Present in Faith, 26–28. See also WA 40/1, 228,27–229,32. 
12 “The ‘darkness’ and the ‘cloud’ of faith in which Christ, in Luther’s view, is really 

present, is therefore obviously also the kind of ‘darkness’ and ‘turning into nothing’ that 
follows from gaining self-knowledge through the law. [...] It is true, however, that the 
’darkness’ of faith does not only refer to the darkness brought by the law. That ‘obscurity’, 
for example, which prevails when one believes in God’s rule and providence, is also part 
of this darkness. On the other hand, it is nevertheless obvious that the ‘nothingness’ and 
‘darkness’ brought about one’s self-knowledge gained through the law is an essential 
dimension of the ‘darkness’ and ‘cloud’ in which Christ is really present.” MANNERMAA, 
Christ Present in Faith, 35–36. 
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the spirit dwelling in them by means of their senses.13 Finally, Mannermaa 
cites Luther to point out that through the “image of Christ”, of which a be-
liever becomes a participant through the means of grace, “God’s people un-
derstand and know in the same way as Christ does; that is, they understand 
and know Christ himself”.14 Mannermaa, however, does not further reflect 
what this knowing Christ means, or how it is related to the aforementioned 
darkness which surrounds Christ. 

In a later work, Two Kinds of Love (original edition published in Finnish in 
1983 as Kaksi rakkautta, expanded edition 1995, English translation 2010), 
Mannermaa returns to the theme, again with an emphasis on the darkness of 
faith.15 There he interprets the darkness in which God is hidden by the means 
of the theology of the Cross: God appears not only as nothing, but as that 
which is negative and repulsive to human love. According to Mannermaa’s 
interpretation, exactly how God is present cannot be understood by human 
reason. God dwells only in those who feel in themselves that they are furthest 
from God and nearest to Satan. Therefore, Mannermaa defines Luther’s no-
tion of faith as trust in God and his love hidden in its opposite.16 Both por-
trayals are characterized on the one hand by a strong emphasis on the real 
presence of Christ, but on the other hand a heavy accent on the hiddenness of 
this presence and its contrariety to experience. 

However, a very different image of the cognitive nature of faith emerges 
from the work one might consider the the most important of Mannermaa’s 
writings on the topic: the 1994 article Hat Luther eine trinitarische Ontolo-
gie?17 In the first and second parts of his article, Mannermaa discusses the 

                                                           
13 Ibid., 73–79. 
14 Ibid., 83. 
15 TUOMO MANNERMAA, Kaksi rakkautta: Johdatus Lutherin uskonmaailmaan (Por-

voo: WSOY, 1983); TUOMO MANNERMAA, Kaksi rakkautta: Johdatus Lutherin uskonmaa-
ilmaan, 2nd complete ed. (Helsinki: Suomalainen teologinen kirjallisuusseura, 1995). 
Published in English as TUOMO MANNERMAA, Two Kinds of Love. Martin Luther’s Reli-
gious World, trans. Kirsi Irmeli Stjerna, 1st Fortress Press ed. (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress 
Press, 2010). 

16 MANNERMAA, Two Kinds of Love, 37–38; 59–62; 82–84. 
17 TUOMO MANNERMAA, “Hat Luther eine trinitarische Ontologie?” in Luther und die 

trinitarische Tradition. Ökumenische und philosophische Perspektiven, ed. Joachim 
Heubach (Erlangen: Martin-Luther-Verlag, 1994), 43–60. The original shorter German 
version (TUOMO MANNERMAA, “Hat Luther eine trinitarische Ontologie?” in Luther und 
Ontologie: Das Sein Christi im Glauben als strukturierendes Prinzip der Theologie Lu-
thers: Referate der Fachtagung des Instituts für Systematische Theologie der Universität 
Helsinki in Zusammenarbeit mit der Luther-Akademie Ratzeburg in Helsinki 1.–5.4.1992, 
eds. Anja Ghiselli, Kari Kopperi and Vinke Rainer [Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-
Gesellschaft, 1993], 9–27) and Finnish version (TUOMO MANNERMAA, “Onko Lutherilla 
Teologista Ontologiaa?” in Paralleeleja: Lutherin teologia ja sen soveltaminen [Helsinki: 
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Trinitarian ontology of Luther’s early Christmas sermon of 1514.18 In this 
sermon Luther examines the whole structure of reality from the perspective of 
the identity of essence and act, first of all in God, but likewise in all Creation. 
As background for this idea, Luther uses the Aristotelian notion of the rela-
tion of potency (potentia) to its object, for example intellection and sense 
perception, where the potency in a certain way becomes identical with the 
form it perceives. Mannermaa stresses that according to Luther’s view ex-
pressed in this sermon, God is the essence itself of the blessed (ipsa essentia 
beatorum).19 In the third part of the article, Mannermaa discusses the way 
Luther speaks about faith as a light in which God and the believer become 
one. He refers to Luther’s agreement with the so called Platonic principle of 
epistemology, simile simili cognosci (like is known by like), which Luther 
explicitly quotes in his writings. According to Mannermaa, union with Christ 
in faith reflects the ontological aspect of Luther’s thought, but this union also 
has its epistemological side. In accordance with the Platonic principle it is 
exactly through this union between the believer and Christ that God becomes 
knowable. In contrast to the two previous works (i.e., Christ Present in Faith 
and Two Kinds of Love), in this article, Mannermaa speaks of faith as light: 
God is the light, by the participation in which a human being is able know 
God.20 Thus the divine nature becomes the central concept of knowledge 
instead of human nature, and faith is not portrayed as darkness and trust, but 
as a cognitive light that is ontologically divine.  

The picture that emerges from Mannermaa’s writings regarding the cogni-
tive nature of faith thus seems very unclear. Is God known only through the 
human nature which Christ assumed in the Incarnation, or through the divine 
nature in which one participates in the union through faith? Is faith a darkness 
in which Christ is secretly present, or an ontologically divine light making the 
presence of God known? Or perhaps it is both – but if this is the case, then 
what is the relation of these two? Mannermaa fails to relate the different 
views to each other, no doubt because he discusses these different aspects in 
different works. Neither of Mannermaa’s students, Simo Peura in his doctoral 
dissertation Mehr als ein Mensch? (1994)21, or Sammeli Juntunen in his dis-

                                                           
Suomalainen teologinen kirjallisuusseura, 1993], 11–24) lack the discussion on vestigia 
trinitatis. 

18 Sermo Lutheri In Natali Christi, WA 1, 20–29. 
19 MANNERMAA, “Trinitarische Ontologie?” in Luther und die trinitarische Tradition, 

43–53. 
20 Ibid., 57–60. 
21 PEURA, Mehr Als Ein Mensch?, 200–202 discusses the nature of faith as light, point-

ing to the connection between the ontological and cognitive aspects in a similar manner as 
Mannermaa in 1994: God himself is the light through which he is known. But a few pages 
later, Peura (ibid., 207) likewise states that faith is darkness. Like Mannermaa, Peura does 
not offer any explanation of the relationship between the two.  
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sertation Der Begriff des Nichts bei Luther in den Jahren von 1510 bis 1523 
(1996), sheds much light on this subject.22 The only Finnish scholar to clarify 
the relationship of the light and darkness of faith is Antti Raunio, who dis-
cusses the question in his short textbook article Onko olemassa luterilaista 
spiritualiteettia? There Raunio attempts to define faith separately in relation 
to reason and in relation to the intellect. According to Raunio, faith is gloom 
and darkness in relation to reason, but for the spiritual intellect, to which the 
natural light of the reason does not extend, it is also a looking at and behold-
ing of Christ. Thus Luther, according to Raunio, conceives faith as a ray of 
divinity, which warms up the will up to love, and which illumines the intel-
lect to view the image of God, present to help, inscribed onto the heart of the 
believer. In the light of faith, the illuminated heart and the illuminating God 
become one.23 Raunio’s article therefore offers a starting point for approach-
ing the relationship between the light and darkness of faith, and also repeats 
the idea of the unity of the ontological and cognitive aspects of faith, initially 
offered by Mannermaa in his Hat Luther eine trinitarische Ontologie? Never-
theless, it remains but a short textbook article containing no references and 
published only in Finnish. It is not a proper academic research text. Further-
more, the significance of the humanity of Christ with regard to the nature of 
faith as light is left unclear in the text.  

As can be seen, the question of the relationship of the ontological and cog-
nitive aspects of faith: i.e., the relation between the union with Christ and the 
cognitive nature of faith, is to a great degree connected with the Finnish 
School of Luther interpretation for which the union is a central concept. With 
their mostly existentialist premises, the older German interpretations of Lu-
ther’s concept of faith differ significantly from the Finnish approach. Over 
against the German tendency to read Luther through the lenses of modernity, 
the Finnish research is characterized by a systematic analysis of concepts and 
arguments within the text, as well as by the attempt to read Luther in closer 
contact with his Late Medieval background, building connections to the his-
tory of dogma and the history of ideas. For this reason, the work of previous 
Finnish researchers forms an important background for my own research. 
However, the above overview shows, that especially with regard to the rela-
tionship of the ontological and cognitive aspects of faith, faith as light and 
darkness, and faith as connected to divinity and humanity, no complete or 

                                                           
22 SAMMELI JUNTUNEN, Der Begriff des Nichts bei Luther in den Jahren von 1510 bis 

1523 (Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-Gesellschaft, 1996), 383–387; 396–400 offers some 
interesting points regarding the nature of faith. However, according to him, the object of 
faith is such in its nature, that human cognitive capacities are not suited to approach it. 
Juntunen therefore portrays the cognitive nature of faith primarily as darkness. 

23ANTTI RAUNIO, “Onko olemassa luterilaista spiritualiteettia?” in Johdatus luterilaisen 
spiritualiteetin teologiaan, eds. Olli-Pekka Vainio and Jouko M. V. Heikkinen (Helsinki: 
Kirjapaja, 2003), 11–36; 28–32. 
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satisfactory explanation on the relationship of these aspects has yet been 
given in Finnish research on Luther. Nevertheless, the question of how these 
aspects are related is central for understanding the nature of faith in Luther’s 
theology. The problem, however, is not constituted only by the previous re-
search per se, but by the dichotomies between humanity and divinity, dark-
ness and light, absence and presence contained in Luther’s own texts which 
themselves require explanation.24  

Moreover, as this study will seek to demonstrate, the ontological nature of 
the union with Christ, which is of major significance for the cognitive nature 
of faith, cannot actually be treated separately from the entire ontological 
substructure of Luther’s thought. Luther’s whole theological cosmology or 
understanding of reality (Wirklichkeitsverständnis) has to be taken into con-
sideration. This understanding includes the nature of God, the nature of the 
universe and the nature of the human being, and the way these are related to 
each other, both concretely and through the general ontological principles 
reflected by them. The rationale for this is that the notion of faith in the the-
ology of Martin Luther has both the function of cognition of God and the 
function of an interpretative capacity with regard to the universe. Further-
more, faith as a capacity has its place in the constitution of the human being. 
As such, the cognitive capacity of faith is therefore related to three different 
areas of reality: 1) God and 2) the universe, which are in a certain way its 
objects; and 3) the human person, in whom faith is actualized. The system 
formed by the relations of these three can be called “theological ontology”, 
“cosmology” or “understanding of reality” – each term meaning approxi-
mately the same, but with different connotations.25 The nature of faith as 
cognition is related to the ontological nature of the system as a whole, as well 
as to its individual components. 

From the above considerations it follows that one must take into account 
not only the general research on the notion of faith on Luther, but also re-
search on many topics that intersect with the notion of faith. Both of the main 
chapters of the present study begin with a review of the research immediately 
relevant to its particular subject.26 Moreover, in the subchapters more litera-

                                                           
24 See e.g. AWA 2, 106,28–108,5; AWA 2, 139,7–140,26 vs. AWA 2, 200,3–201,15. 
25 Of the previous researchers on this subject Hunzinger uses all three terms, whereas 

Ebeling and Wright prefer the term Wirklichskeitverständnis, or understanding of reality. 
In Finnish research the term ontology (Fin. “ontologia”, Ger. “Ontologie”) is often used. 
In this work I use the term ‘metaphysics’ to denote a strictly defined system, ‘ontology’ as 
a broader term emphasizing how the concept of being is understood, ‘cosmology’ when the 
structural analogies between God, the universe (major cosmos) and the composition of the 
human being (minor cosmos) is emphasized, and ‘understanding of reality’ to denote the 
general nature of ontological and cosmological thought. 

26 See chapters 2.1 The Question of Luther’s Platonism and 3.1 Faith and Illumination 
in Previous Research. 
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ture relevant to each subchapter will be introduced. Regarding the view of the 
nature of God, especially Mannermaa is utilized, but also the previous re-
search on Luther’s relation to mystical theology and the concept of deus ab-
sconditus, as well as research connected to history of ideas in Medieval Trini-
tarian theology.27 In relation to the question of the general nature of Luther’s 
ontology or understanding of reality, the issue is approached based on the 
Platonism thesis of August Wilhelm Hunzinger and its critical reception by 
Gerhard Ebeling, Wilfrid Joest, Steven Ozment and William J. Wright, as 
well as the findings of Edward Cranz, Sammeli Juntunen and Leif Grane.28 In 
theological anthropology the studies of Lauri Haikola, Herbert Olsson and 
Eero Huovinen are utilized side-by-side with the critical examination of Joest 
and Ozment.29 Regarding Luther’s understanding of faith, much of the previ-
ous research has major limitations: they wholly omit the notion of faith as 
illumination. Moreover, some of the prominent works focus only on one 
source (especially the Dictata super Psalterium), not on the entire period of 
Luther’s early lectures, which due to the limited nature of the research mate-
                                                           

27 See MANNERMAA, “Trinitarische Ontologie?” in Luther und die trinitarische Traditi-
on, 43–60. Discussion of Trinitarian theology can be found in chapters 2.2.1 to 2.2.2 and 
discussion of mystical theology and the deus absconditus in chapter 2.2.4. 

28 AUGUST WILHELM HUNZINGER, Luthers Neuplatonismus in der Psalmenvorlesung 
von 1513–1516 (Naumburg a.S.: Lippert, 1905); GERHARD EBELING, “Die Anfänge von 
Luthers Hermeneutik,” ZThK 48 (1951), 172–230; WILFRIED JOEST, Ontologie der Person 
bei Luther (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1967); STEVEN E. OZMENT, Homo 
Spiritualis: A Comparative Study of the Anthropology of Johannes Tauler, Jean Gerson 
and Martin Luther (1509–16) in the Context of their Theological Thought (Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1969); WILLIAM JOHN WRIGHT, Martin Luther’s Understanding of God’s Two King-
doms: A Response to the Challenge of Skepticism (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 
2010); FERDINAND EDWARD CRANZ, An Essay on the Development of Luther’s Thought on 
Justice, Law, and Society (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1959); JUNTUNEN, Der 
Begriff des Nichts; SAMMELI JUNTUNEN, “Luther and Metaphysics: What is the Structure 
of Being according to Luther?” in Union with Christ. The New Finnish Interpretation of 
Luther, eds. Carl E. Braaten and Robert W. Jenson (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1998), 
129–160; LEIF GRANE, “Christus finis omnium. Eine Studie zu Luthers Erster 
Psalmenvorlesung,” in Caritas Dei: Beiträge zum Verständnis Luthers und der gegenwär-
tigen Ökumene: Festschrift für Tuomo Mannermaa zum 60. Geburtstag, eds. Oswald Bay-
er, Robert W. Jenson and Simo Knuuttila (Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-Gesellschaft, 1997), 
171–191. See also the reseach history in chapter 2.1. 

29 See LAURI HAIKOLA, Studien zu Luther und zum Luthertum (Uppsala: Lundequistska 
bokhandeln, 1958); HERBERT OLSSON, Schöpfung, Vernunft und Gesetz in Luthers Theolo-
gie (Uppsala: Uppsala Universität, 1971); EERO HUOVINEN, Kuolemattomuudesta 
osallinen: Martti Lutherin kuoleman teologian ekumeeninen perusongelma (Helsinki: 
Suomalainen teologinen kirjallisuusseura, 1981); EERO HUOVINEN, Fides infantium: Mar-
tin Luthers Lehre vom Kinderglauben (Mainz: Philipp von Zabern, 1997); EERO 

HUOVINEN, “Der Unsterblichkeit teilhaftig. Das ökumenische Grundproblem in der Todes-
theologie Luthers,” in Baptism, Church and Ecumenism: Collected Essays: Gesammelte 
Aufsätze (Helsinki: Luther-Agricola-Gesellschaft, 2009), 124–142. 
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– intuitive 3, 69 n. 163, 195, 198–199, 

201–203, 222 n. 121, 226–227, 284, 
300, 310, 326, 335 

– natural 68, 163 n. 401, 196, 206, 
211, 271 

– question of the relation of the onto-
logical and cognitive aspects of faith 
in research 3–11, 320 

– supernatural 163 n. 401, 196, 198, 
271 

– see also knowledge 
cognitio per modum excessus, see cog-

nition, ecstatic 
coincidence of opposites 25–27, 73–78, 

172, 308–309, 329, 333 
– see also communication of attributes, 

hiddenness, of God under opposites; 
simul 

Collectorium super Magnificat 130–
131, 314 n. 383 

Commentary on Galatians (1519) 15–
16, 34–35, 90, 123–125, 138, 146–
148, 171–172 

Commentary on Galatians (1535) 191, 
338 

Commentary on the Magnificat 17, 36–
37, 125–137, 146–148 

communicatio idiomatum, see commu-
nication of attributes 

communication of attributes 25, 167–
170, 300–303, 324, 333 

– see also Christ, spiritualized humani-
ty of; person, Christological analogy  

comprehension 
– capacity of intellect and affect to 

comprehend enlarged by divine light 
271, 274, 308, 318, 334 

– comprehensive concept 232 
– divine light comprehends the believ-

er to its following 232–233, 237–
240, 328 see also captivation; draw-
ing 

– divine reality exceeds intellect’s 
capacity of ~ 62–66, 197, 211, 232–
233, 237–240, 242–244, 294, 308–
309, 328–329, 334 see also incom-
prehensibility; God, the 
incomprehensibilty of 

– eternal truths comprehended in 
divine light 197, 214, 240–242, 272–
273, 328 

– sensible things comprehended by 
eternal truths grasped in divine light 
253, 256–260, 273–274, 309, 328–
329 

– see also abstraction; apprehension; 
cognition; intellect; intellect of faith; 
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intellection; knowledge; light; light 
of faith; sign, comprehended by in-
tellectual light 

concealed, see signatum 
concepts, see ideas 
concretum 302 
concupiscence, see desire (evil) 
conflict (between flesh and spirit) 115, 

149–156, 156–174, 279–280, 291, 
304–309, 314–315, 324, 333 

– cognitive conflict 160–164, 304–309 
– conflict of desire 157–159, 163–164, 

307–308 
– see also faith, infusion of; flesh; 

progress; resistance; simul; spirit (of 
the human being); transitus 

confession 44, 74, 166 n. 408, 266–268, 
273, 315 –316 

Confessions 205–206, 213–214, 219 
Confessional Lutheranism 303 
consolation 314–319, 334 
– see also Holy Spirit; tribulation; 

Word (of God), consoling of the 
spirit by 

contemplation 
–  in Augustinian mysticism 42, 62, 

76–78, 107, 131–132, 195, 206–208, 
236, 326 

– Luther on ~ 58, 61–63, 69, 132–133, 
236–240, 253–258, 294  

– Thomas Aquinas’ rejection of ~ by 
light of faith 196, 209–211, 326–327 

– see also ab extra; cognition, ecstatic, 
meditation; rapture 

Contra Iulianum 167, 171 
Contra vanam curiositatem 130 n. 305, 

200, 206–208 
co-operation 
– inability of ~ in the birth of faith 

150, n. 364, 155, 280 
– ~ with grace by the Christian 155, 

163–164, 187, 280, 331 
– see also passivity 
corpus, see body 
corporeality 110–114, 126–128, 133–

134, 171, 287–289, 295–299, 301–
302, 331–332, 336  

– see also body; covering; cloud; 
darkness; enigma; humanity; life, an-
imal; veil; visible vs. invisible 

cosmology 9, 17–19, 53, 320–321 
– see also cosmos; ontology; Plato-

nism thesis; Tabernacle; understand-
ing of reality 

cosmos 9 n. 25, 19, 78, 119–120 
– major 9 n.25, 105 
– minor 9 n.25, 119 
covering 93, 144, 150, 253, 268–269, 

275, 296–297, 300, 303 n. 356, 310, 
330, 333  

– see also letter; sign; veil 
Creation 
– Old and New 50, 84–85, 91–93, 96, 

156, 266–267, 287, 323 
– of faith and the new man 153–154, 

249–250, 270–272 
– see also creatures; homo, novus; 

homo, vetus 
creatures  
– as signs 79–84, 92–98, 143–144, 

250, 267–268, 322–323 see also sign 
– as words of God 48, 79 
– categories of 29, 51–52 
– fleeting and transitory 82–83, 139, 

267–269, 322–323  
– intented to serve each other 45, 143–

144 
– participate in the divine light 48–52, 

268–269 
– receive their being from God 19, 32, 

36–37, 44, 50–51, 82–83 
– rational ~ 51–52, 210–211 
– see also Creation; participation; 

metaphysics, of light; works of God 
criteria (of truth and morals shown by 

faith) 241, 259, 272–273, 281–283, 
331, 339–340 

– see also idea; principle 
cross 37, 58, 59 n. 136, 73–74, 151–

152, 172, 182, 231, 250, 269, 289, 
299, 338 

– theology of the ~, see theology, of 
the ~ 

– word of ~ 157–159, 216 
– see also transitus 
crossing, see transitus 
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cupiditas, see love, self-seeking 
 

darkness 
– creatures as ~ (in which God is 

concealed) 50–52, 54–57, 269, 302, 
325, 332–333 

– divine perceived as ~ due to sin 55, 
138–142, 255, 269, 277, 315–319, 
324, 333, 336 

– exterior ~ (letter, suffering) 6, 63–
65, 73, 152–153, 159 

– interior ~ (in the soul) 5, 54, 117–
118 

– light of faith as ~ 118, 133–134, 
159–161, 164, 172, 236, 269, 283, 
293–295, 304–309, 323–324, 333–
336 

– natural light is ~ from perspective of 
faith 255–256, 271 

– question whether faith is light or ~ 
5–9, 175, 320 

– superior ~ (of divine incomprehensi-
bility) 54–65, 236, 317, 334 

– see also cloud; enigma; light; shad-
ow; veil 

De anima 228–229 
De arca Noe morali 84 n. 200, 88 n. 

206, 121 n. 287 
De arca Noe mystica 121 n. 287 
decor, see beauty 
De divinis nominibus 66 
deeds 
– evil ~ 281 
– good ~, 167, 191, 222, 280–281, 331 
– of God (acta), see works of God, 

types of 
– resistance from the flesh in external 

good ~ 167, 171 see also resistance 
deification 4, 31, 230, 250, 279 
– see also assumption, of spiritual 

nature by Christian; participation; 
union 

delight, see joy 
De mystica theologia 59 n. 136, 64–65 
De mystica theologia speculativa 130 n. 

305, 133, 200 
descent 

– of God 60–61, 65, 156, 161 n. 397, 
235–236, 294–297, 304 see also In-
carnation 

– of Christian 294–295 
– see also ascent (of God); ascent (of 

Christian) 
De servo arbitrio, see On the Bondage 

of the Will 
desire (evil) 123–124, 144–150, 157–

158, 168, 171, 177, 190, 324 
– see also love, self-seeking; sin 
De Trinitate 117–118, 130 n. 303, 229–

230, 300 
deus absconditus, see God, hidden 
Devil 6, 45, 158 
De vita spirituali animae 200, 206–207 
Dictata super Psalterium 14–15, 19–21, 

33–34, 38–40, 54, 58–63, 73, 83–92, 
94, 110–115, 137–138, 145–146, 
157, 165–166, 179–182, 212–216, 
224–225, 234–235, 245–246, 258, 
260, 268–269, 270–271, 287, 304–
306, 314 

dilectio, see joy 
Dionysios the Areopagite, see Pseudo-

Dionysius the Areopagite 
directio (grace directing and straighten-

ing affects) 93, 98, 142, 159, 164–
166, 219–221, 270–277, 282, 292, 
308–309, 331 

– see also heart, upright heart; 
Tractatus consolatorius de 
directione seu rectitudine cordis 

Disputatio De homine 109, n. 256, 259 
n. 221 

Disputation on Infused and Acquired 
Faith 17, 183, 311–313, 334 

divine nature, see God, nature of 
diversity (of things), see plurality 
doctrine 
– development of ~ 104 n. 246 
– doctrinal authority in Nominalism 

198–199, 335 
– illumination in discerning the truth 

of dogms 194, 211, 327 
– relationship of ~ and experience 249, 

310–314, 318, 324, 339–340 
dogm, see doctrine;  
– see also history of dogma 
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door 
– senses as ~ 56, 125 n. 296, 151 
–  Church ~ 105–106 n. 250, 262, 296–

299, 332 
– Christ as entrance and ~ to the spir-

itual 56, 105, 151, 247, 296–299, 
330 see also access 

double hiddenness, see hiddenness, of 
God under opposites 

dualism (ontological) 19–22, 26–28 
duality (of the Christian) 111–113, 156–

174, 307–308, 333 
– see also conflict; simul; nature 
drawing (being drawn by grace) 152–

153, 246–250, 274–275, 299, 308, 
315, 332–333  

– see also captivation 
dwelling of God (in soul / spirit) 6, 22–

23, 50–52, 54, 109–129, 133–134, 
137, 156, 160–161, 301–306 

– see also faith, dwelling place of God; 
participation, in Christ; union 

 
Ebeling school, see Luther studies, 

German 
ecstasis, see rapture 
Ecumenism, see theology, ecumenical 
education, see eruditio 
elevation, see rapture 
emanation 19, 322 
emptiness (of created things and person 

loving them) 40, 45–47, 93–98, 113, 
138–139, 142–144, 156, 250 n. 192, 
269, 278, 314, 324 

– see also ampleness, fullness 
emptying oneself (in order to receive 

grace) 31–32, 117–118, 259 
– see also passivity 
Enarrationes in Psalmos 206 
ends, see causes 
enigma (faith as enigmatic light) 128, 

180, 236, 243–244, 255, 268–270, 
283–309, 331–333 

– see also cloud; light of faith; shad-
ow; veil; vision (of God), visio Dei 
nubilaris & aenigmatica (Gerson); 
vision (of God), by light of faith i.e. 
grace 

enlargement (spiritual) 93–95, 162, 218, 
242, 318, 329  

– see also comprehension, capacity of 
intellect and affect to comprehend 
enlarged by divine light; heart, en-
larged by spiritual goods 

entrance, see door 
epistemology 3, 7, 12, 128–129, 175–

178, 185–212, 249, 325–326, 337 
– Aristotelian 190, 195, 228–229, 328 
– Augustinian 12–13, 28, 175, 192–

195, 204, 325, 335 
– early Franciscan 193–195, 206–208, 

325 
– general 185–187, 194–197, 325, 337 
– late Franciscan 197–199 
– Nominalist 198–199, 325, 337 
– of faith in Luther 215, 255–260, 

339–340 
– Platonist 7, 184, 192, 204, 209, 325  
– theological 194, 196, 199–204, 325, 

337 
– Thomistic 195–196, 208–210, 325–

326, 337 
– see also abstraction; Augustinianism; 

Augustinian School; cognition; com-
prehension; illumination; intellec-
tion; knowledge; Platonic principle, 
of knowledge 

eruditio 245–252, 260, 265, 271–274, 
278, 313–314, 330 

esse, see being 
eternal 
– as the object of spirit 110, 126–130 
– birth of Christ, see Christ, ~ birth 
– life 1–2, 120, 122 n. 288, 138, 167, 

275, 291 
– reasons (principles) / laws 195, 204, 

206–211, 214, 221, 326–327 
– things, see things, ~ 
– Word, see Word (of God), ~ Word 
– eternity of things, see permanence 
– see also ideas; things, transitory; rest 
Eucharist 54, 264 
– see also grace, means of; sacraments 
evil 
– as creaturely imperfection 43–44, 

273 
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– as resistance of good by the flesh 
167–171 

– as turning away from God 50–51, 71, 
135, 150, 166 

– discerning between good and ~ by 
light of faith (Luther) 221–222, 258, 
267, 272–273, 282, 327, 331 

– discerning between good and ~ by 
natural reason (Thomas Aquinas) 
210–211, 221–222, 326 

– ~ affects 145–146, 157, 165, 279, 
281 

– ~ desire, see desire (evil) 
– ~ left unsolved by light of faith 310 
– God’s work hidden under seemingly 

~ things 73, 94–95, 215–216, 263, 
269, 322, 327 see also hiddenness, of 
God under opposites 

– see also flesh; good; sin; tribulation 
eyes 
– higher part of the soul 114, 252–253 
– of faith 63–65, 289 
– of the flesh 252 
– physical (senses) 73, 111, 205, 255, 

258, 288–289 
– spiritual 58, 80–82, 205–206, 252–

255 
excessus, see rapture 
exemplar, see idea 
existence 
– metaphysical 19, 33–36, 44, 50–52, 

198 
– of creatures 34–35, 44, 50–52, 85 
– of God 33–36 
– relational (Existentialist) 21, 23, 

181–186, 284 
– the experienced Christian condition 

156–174 
– see also being; Existentialism; meta-

physics, of light 
Existentialism 2–3, 23–25, 95–98, 178–

187, 249, 316 
– see also Luther studies, German 
exitus, see outflow 
experience 
– character of spiritual ~ 57, 63–70, 

161–163, 232–244, 250, 271–272, 
304–309, 318, 322, 335 

– duality of Christian ~ 156–173, 304–
309 see also conflict, simul 

– as gained knowledge 176, 186, 265, 
271–272, 315–319, 335 

– in Gerson’s theology 203 
– Luther’s relation to mystical ~ 63–

70, 158 n. 390, 322 
– spiritual objects’ contrariety to 

common ~ 6, 56–57, 150–173, 271–
272, 314–316, 322, 334 see also hid-
denness; flesh, experience of the 
flesh 

– see also affect; captivation; cogni-
tion; drawing; knowledge; rapture; 
tribulation 

extra nos 23  
 

faith 1–11, 69, 117–129, 136, 174–340 
– according to Thomas Aquinas 1–2, 

196, 211, 335 
– acquired faith, see fides, acquisita 
– as agent of justification, see justifica-

tion 
– as a sign, see sign 
– as beliefs / assent of propositions 3, 

187–188, 310–319, 334–335 see also 
fides acquisita; fidea quae; trust  

– as cloud, see cloud 
– as confession 44, 315–316 
– as contrary to and hidden from rea-

son, see reason, faith and divine 
things hidden from reason 

– as darkness, see darkness 
– as ecstasis, see rapture 
– as enigma, see enigma 
– as foothold of the soul, see foothold 
– as illumination, see illumination, ~ 

as ilumination 
– as intellect, see intellect of ~ 
– as light, see light of ~ 
– as pillar of cloud / fire, see pillar 
– as ray of divinity, see ray of divinity 
– as rapture, see rapture 
– as shadow, see shadow 
– as spiritual foothold, see foothold 
– as sponsal tie 229 
– as trust, see trust 
– as union, see union 
– as veil, see veil 
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– connected to the Church as the mid-
dle stage 103, 287–300, 323 see also 
works of God, stages of; Church, as 
the middle stage 

– connected to the humanity of Christ 
293–303, 332–333 see also Christ, 
humanity of; human nature 

– creates correct opinions 313–314, 
334, 337 

– dependent on the external word / 
sacraments 74, 120–122, 152–153, 
176, 187, 250 see also grace, means 
of; grace; vehicle of; Word (of God) 

– directs and motivates the Christian 
270–283, 313–314, 331 

– dwelling place of God 126–129, 
136–137, 304–309 see also dwelling 
of God 

– effective and operating, creating 
virtues and good works 187–189, 
278–283, 313–314 

– ~ informed by charity, see fides, 
caritate formata 

– ~ of Abraham 292 
– ~ of the child 187–189, 313–314 
– ~ of the heretic 312–314 
– growth of ~, see ~, infusion of 
– infused faith, see fides, infusa 
– infusion of ~ 133, 150–156, 160, 

178–189, 207, 214, 249–253, 270–
272, 278–279, 291, 296, 307, 314–

319, 324, 334, 336 
– intellect of ~, see intellect of ~ 
– in tribulations 264–266, 272, 282, 

313, 315–319, 334, 339 see also 
tribulation; trust 

– light of ~, see light of ~ 
– modern definitions of ~ 2–3, 311, 

320 
– oriented on the invisible and spiritual 

20, 74, 87, 98–104, 116–122, 126–

130, 136–137, 145, 250–260, 282–
283, 306–307, 331 

– partial knowledge in comparison to 
heavenly fullness 232–243, 290–294, 
328–329, 332 see also participation 

– passivity and receptivity 117–118, 
120–121,130 n. 303, 133, 223–224, 
227–229, 231–232, 244, 256, 280–

282, 317, 328–329, 331, 334 see also 
passivity 

– presence of God in ~, see presence 
– question regarding the relation of the 

ontological and cognitive aspects 3–
11, 320 

– reception of the image of God in ~ 
117–119, 125, 129, 231–232, 323 
see also image of God 

– relation of ~ and love 40, 145, 179–
183, 188–190, 270, 278–281, 308, 
324, 335 see also affect; law, life; 
love 

– relation of ~ and seeing (carnal 
vision and vision by faith) 98–107, 
140–144, 256–260, 287–289 see also 
vision 

– relation of the ~ of an individual and 
the ~ of the Church 339–340 see also 
theology, theological argumentation 

– shows final causes 258–260, 267–
268, 272, 282–283 see also causes 

– shows moral principles and criteria, 
see criteria; see also principles 

– shows the face of God, see light of 
the face of God, face 

– shows the highest good 40, 41 n. 82, 
143–144, 212–223, 240–244, 278, 
281–283, 331 see also good 

– shows true nature of things (res) 
instead of appearances (species) 
143–144, 216, 255–258, 267–269, 
289 see also res; species; vision 

– systematical approaches at analyzing 
~ 2–3 

– see also fides; intellect of faith; light 
of faith; vision, by light of faith i.e. 
grace 

face 
– of God 21, 162, 200–225, 253, 287–

289, 326–328, 331, 335 
– of mind 111, 179, 201, 213, 224–227 
– mind as ~ when illuminated by God 

225–227 
– signifies immediate and actual 

knowledege 223–227, 235–236, 
287–288 

– three meanings for the ~ of God 
(Incarnation, faith, glory) 288–289 
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– see also backside: light, of the ~ of 
God; knowledge, facial; turning 

facere – perficere 167, 171 
facere quod in se est 198, 212, 327 
– see also justification 
facta, see Works of God, types of  
Fall 68–69, 73–74 n. 174, 84, 113 n. 

268, 118, 133, 138–143, 149, 214, 
222, 245, 329 

Father 29–36, 38, 41, 43 n. 90, 47–48, 
63, 74, 99–100, 121, 246–247, 274, 
278, 297, 321 

– birth and procession of Son from the 
Father 29–36, 38, 41, 229, 291, 321 

– Christ light and reflection making ~ 
known 47–48, 129, 322 

– draws people to Christ 274 
– unknown to Christ during his suffer-

ing 63, 72 
– see also Christ, highest divinity 
fides 
– caritate formata 188, 190, 199 n. 55 
–  informis 178, 180, 292 
– infusa and acquisita 2, 176–189, 

198, 279, 310–314, 334 see also 
Disputation on Infused and Acquired 
Faith 

– fidei 292 
– qua and quae 2–3, 198 
– see also faith 
fiducia 176, 220 
– see also faith; trust 
first principles, see principle 
flesh 108–114, 122–124, 126, 135–145, 

150–174, 304–309 
– as anthropological part and constitu-

ent 145–146, 170, 279–280 see also 
body 

– as basic affect and designation of 
whole person 144–149, 150–156, 
163, 170–171, 275–276, 315 see also 
affect, basic; love, self-seeking 

– as designator of the carnal nature in 
Christian 154–174, 229, 279, 282, 
324 

– as humanity (Word assuming flesh) 
31–33, 155, 301–302 

– blind to the spiritual things and 
presence of Christ 295–300, 304–

309, 315, 333 see also intellect, 
blinded 

– experience of the flesh 162–163, 
169–170, 307–309 

– in conflict with the spirit, see con-
flict 

– see also homo exterior 
flight 61, 68, 76 n. 185, 234–237 
– see also Cherubim; contemplation; 

rapture; wings  
fleetingness (of things) 93–94, 137, 139, 

142, 269, 322 
– see also permanence; things 
flow, see outflow 
fluctuosity (of things) 93–98 
– see also solidity; things 
foothold (spiritual) 137–138, 279–280, 

292 
– see also solidity 
Fourteen Consolations 17 
Franciscanism 3, 12 n. 33, 76, 180, 

193–197, 204, 211–215, 221, 236, 
311 n. 378 

– see also Augustinianism; Bonaven-
ture; epistemology, early Franciscan; 
epistemology; late Franciscan; Fran-
cis (Saint); illumination, early Fran-
ciscan view; illumination, late Fran-
ciscan view; Scotus, Scotism; 
Ockhamism; William of Ockham 

Franciscan order 12 n. 33 
– see also Augustinian order; 

Franciscanism 
Franciscan School 194–199 
– see also Augustinian School; Augus-

tinianism; Bonaventure; epistemolo-
gy, early Franciscan; epistemology; 
late Franciscan; illumination, early 
Franciscan view; illumination, late 
Franciscan view; Franciscanism; 
Scotus, Scotism; Ockhamism; Wil-
liam of Ockham 

fruitio 96–98, 138–140 
– see also Fall; usus 
forecourt, see Tabernacle, forecourt 
forgetfulness 114, 118 
– see also recollection 
form 
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– distictions related to indivisibility of 
substantial ~ in philosophy 122–123 

– external/visible ~ 57, 152 n. 371, 87, 
153, 278, 296, 309, 322, 332 see also 
hiddenness 

– God having no ~ 56, 63, 68, 151, 247 
see also God, the incomprehensibil-
ity of 

– light as the first ~ giving actuality to 
other forms 52–53 see also meta-
physics, of light 

– relinquishing old ~ and / or assuming 
the ~ of Christ 5–7, 32–33, 153–155, 
190, 228–229, 328 see also assump-
tion  

– see also Aristotelianism, Aristotelian 
theory of perception; idea; species; 
union 

Formula of Concord 303 
Francis (Saint) 236 
– see also Franciscanism 
freedom, see spirit, freedom of the 
fruitio 96–98, 138–140 
fullness  
– as opposite of participation 50–53, 

138, 243, 255, 291–298 
– of knowledge 61, 68, 76 n. 185, 137–

138, see also Cherubim 
– see also ampleness; glory; light of 

glory 
future things, see things, present and 

future 
 

Gabriel Biel 135–136 n. 316, 178 n. 10, 
198, 211–212, , 311–312 n. 378 

– see also Nominalism; via moderna 
Gelassenheit 317 
glory 
– being prepared to ~ 80, 105–106, 

156, 277, 296, 332 see also progress, 
transitus 

– Christ as the image of ~ 48 
– hiddenness of, see hiddenness, of 

future glory  
– light of ~, see light of ~  
– object Christ in his divinity 99–101, 

293, 297–298, 332 

– participated already incipiently 106, 
217, 277, 283–293, 332 see also par-
ticipation 

– spiritual man as the image of ~ 117–
119, 129 

– things will become manifest there 
87, 91, 255, 287–289, 293, 332 

– works of God point to 37, 87, 90–92, 
98–107, 156, 267, 293 see also 
works of God 

– see also Church, Triumphant; 
fulness; Heaven; light of glory; rule; 
ontologism; veil; vision of God by 
the light of glory; works of God, 
stages of  

God 
– abstract and concrete knowledge of 

68–69, 734, 222 
– all in all (omnia in omnibus) 75–77, 

100–101, 279–280 
– as darkness, see darkness 
– as light 47–53, 205, 322 see also 

light of glory 
– as Truth 138, 223, 252 
– concept of 68–69, 222 n. 121, 232 

see also comprehension, comprehen-
sive concept 

– divine properties 37–38, 68, 73–74, 
222 

– ecstatic knowledge of 232–240, 328 
– Giver 36–38, 43 
– good(ness) 38–47, 143–144, 205, 

219–222 
– hidden (deus absconditus) 53–58, 59 

n 136, 72–78 see also hiddenness, of 
God under opposites 

– highest divinity 47 n. 104, 60–63, 
70–72, 235 

– ideas in divine essence 68, 69 n. 163, 
192–193, 197 n. 52, 206, 284 see al-
so idea 

– immediate / direct knowledge of 194, 
222–227 

– incomprehensibility of 53–72, 197 n. 
52, 232–236, 294, 322 see also cap-
tivation; incomprehensibility 

– infinity of 33, 41, 51, 61, 68, 197, 
233, 322, 324, 328 

– looks to the depths 36, 43, 51 
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– miraculous (mirabilis) 74–76,90, 94, 
172, 316 see also wonder 

– movement 29–36, 46–47, 98, 321 
– naked ~ (deus nudus) 69 
– natural knowledge of ~ 68–69, 73–

74, 222 
– nature (essence) of 28–78, 192–193, 

197 n. 52, 235, 237, 294, 322 
– negative essence 36–37, 74 
– omnia in omnibus 75–77, 279–280  
– reconciling contradictions 74–78, 

169–173, 325 see also Christ; wis-
dom, divine wisdom 

– supereminence 62, 68, 232, 237, 294 
see also contemplation; flight 

– Triune / Trinity 29–36, 41–42, 46, 
62, 66, 317, 321, 334 

– unapproachability of 47, 54–55, 60–
61, 66, 150–152 see also ascent (of 
Christian), rejection of ascent by 
natural meansby Luther 

– unity of 36, 42, 66, 68, 76, 78, 321 
– unnameability of 63, 65–68 
– will of 70–72, 129 n. 302, 142 n. 

338, 177, 197 n. 52, 317, 334 
– see also ascent, of God; backside, of 

God; Christ; descent, of God; dwell-
ing of God; existence, of God; face, 
of God; Holy Spirit; image of God; 
vision (of God); Word (of God); 
work, of God; works (of God) 

good  
– carnal/earthly/visible 46, 56–57, 74, 

88 n. 206, 93–95, 144–146, 162, 
172–173, 205, 219, 241, 250, 308, 
324 

– concept of ~ 195, 206–207, 219, 326 
– ~ works and deeds 171, 179, 182, 

190, 242, 278–283, 313–314, 329, 
335 see also co-operation; justifica-
tion; facere – perficere 

– highest ~ , see highest ~  
– intellectual light showing ~ 204–223, 

240–244, 250, 260, 266, 272, 281 
see also principle, first principles of 
morals 

– invisible 74, 93–95, 204–223, 241, 
260, 269 

– question of true ~ 206, 214, 272–
275, 326–327, 331 

– self-diffusing ~, see Platonic princi-
ple, of the ~ 

– spiritual 22, 41–42, 45–47, 74, 88 n. 
206, 93–95, 98, 139, 142–146, 159, 
162–163, 172–173, 205–206, 240–

242, 250, 275, 281–282, 285, 292, 
308, 324 

– see also evil; hiddenness, of God 
under opposites; love; things 

gospel 24, 99–100, 115 n. 272, 159, 
162, 182, 190, 267, 278, 295  

– see also law; spirit (of the Scripture); 
Word (of God) 

grace 
– as spiritual ‘reality’ 60–61, 100, 111 

n. 259, 113–115, 133, 138, 142, 146, 
150, 154–155, 178–184, 189, 249, 
274, 278–280, 297, 313–314, 318, 
331 

– being drawn by grace, see drawing 
– graces as spiritual gifts 100, 242, 279 
– infusion of 152–158, 178–184, 189, 

315–316, 338, 334 
– light of 142, 183, 196, 201–202, 208, 

211, see also light of faith 
– means of 91, 122, 133, 152–153, 

160, 310–311, 332 
– reign of grace (regnum gratiae) 298–

300, 332 see also Church, Militant 
– vehicle of 152, 160, 188, 310, 335 
– see also spirit (of the human being); 

spirit (of the scripture) 
Gregory of Rimini 12–13 
– see also Augustinianism; Augustini-

an order; Augustinian School 
Gregory the Great, 76 n. 185, 224–226 
– see also Moralium sive Expositio in 

Job; Homiliarum in Ezechielem 
Prophetam 

growth, see infusion 
guarantee of truth, see truth 
guidance, see directio 

 
habitus 1–2, 178–184, 188–189, 198, 

220, 311, 320, 338 
hearing 180, 183, 185–186, 250, 263  
Hell 89, 120, 158, 267 
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help (from God) 63–66, 69 n. 162, 142, 
161–162, 315–319, 328 

– see also tribulation 
heart 
– carnal 275–277 
– crooked 142, 277 
– emptiness of 144–145 see also emp-

tiness 
– enlarged by spiritual goods 218, 242, 

329 
– heavy and light 142–144 
– illuminated 8, 219–221, 251 
– inscription (of doctrine, law) into 

heart 8, 251, 278–279 
– place of affects 23, 110, n. 257, 270 
– presence of Christ in the ~ 5, 156, 

160–162, 219–221, 309, 322–323 
see also presence, of God in faith 

– purified 58, 157, 278 
–  (up)right 126, 142, 275–277, 280, 

291 see also directio; spirit, upright 
– see also affect; enlargement; intel-

lect; joy; mind; spirit (of the human 
being) 

Heaven 86, 89, 158 n. 390, 223, 284, 
289, 298, 300,310 

– see also glory 
Heidelberg disputation 37, 59 n. 136, 

289 n. 319 
Henry of Ghent 196–197, 204 
– see also illumination 
– see also light, medium light (lumen 

medium) 
hiddenness 
– of faith and internal man 118–132, 

187, 231, 236–237, 243–244, 304–
309, 333 

– of future glory 90–91, 98–107, 115 
n. 272, 283–309 see also enigma 

– of God under opposites (sub 
contraria) 6, 20, 37, 56-58, 73–76, 
94–98, 150–152, 158–159, 215–217, 
260–262, 269, 287–289, 293–294, 
308–309, 316, 322, 327, 332–333 
see also coincidence of opposites; 
Incarnation; miracle, miraculous na-
ture of the works of God; wisdom, 
divine 

– of invisible under visible (simple ~) 
94–95, 148 see also good, invisible; 
things, invisible 

– see also access; cloud; covering; 
darkness; incomprenesibility; Incar-
nation; human nature; testimony; 
veil 

highest good (summum bonum) 37–47, 
52, 70, 77, 143–144, 190, 240, 270, 
321, 324 

– according to Thomas Aquinas 42–
43, 321, 324 

– Christ as ~, see Christ, ~ 
– see also Christ, highest ~; God as 

good(ness); good; outflow; Platonic 
principle, of the good 

hierarchy 
– of anthropological components and 

capacities 120–122, 126–135, 307–
308 

– of created beings (inanimate, animal, 
sensual, rational) 29 

– of lights, see lights 
– ontological ~, see ontology, ontolog-

ical hierarchy 
– see also Platonism thesis 
history 
– discussion on nature of Luther’s 

theology: historical or spiritual 24–
25, 59 n. 136, 181, 186, 302, 336 

– historical sense in Scripture 90 
– of dogma 8, 11, 191, 302 n. 353, 

321, 325 
–  of ideas 8–13, 17, 27, 191, 321, 337 
– see also Luther studies; method; 

research history 
Holy, see Tabernacle, Holy 
Holy of Holies, see Tabernacle, Holy of 

Holies 
Holy Spirit 31, 36, 73, 176–184, 189, 

251–253, 278–279, 299, 311–319, 
334  

– Church founded by sending of 299 
– consoles in tribulations and draws 

the person to Christ 315–319, 334 
see also drawing; tribulation  

– divine rest 31, 36 see also rest 
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– related to charity and infusion of 
virtues 176–184, 189, 311, 314 see 
also infusion 

– writes spiritual law to the heart 251, 
278–279 see also heart; law 

– see also Christ; Father; God; Trinity; 
Trinitarian theology 

hope 1, 23–25, 101, 107, 117, 120, 153, 
164, 167, 179–184, 231, 275, 284–
289 

– infusion of 153, 178–184, 231 
– whether object of ~ is absent or 

present 1, 24–25, 182, 284–289 

– see also things, absent; present 
things; substance; virtue 

Homiliarum in Ezechielem Prophetam 
225 n. 125, 226 n. 128 

homo 
– animalis 108, 117–119, 124–125, 

134, 140–143 
– carnalis 108, 111–115, 117–119, 

124–125, 140–144, 147–149, 275–
276 

– exterior 111–115, 146–147, 159–
163, 253 

– interior 111–115, 139, 146–147, 
159–163, 250–253, 275–276, 281, 
309 

– novus 108, 112, 153–156, 163, 172, 
258, 279, 288 

– spiritualis 49, 108, 111–115, 117–
120, 124–125, 129, 147–149, 163, 
231, 250 

– vetus 108, 112, 153–156, 163, 172, 
288, 306 

– rationalis 114, 117–118, 120 
Hugh of St. Victor 88, 131, 173, 194 
– see also De arca Noe morali; De 

arca Noe mystica; Victorines 
human nature  
– of Christ, see Christ, concrete hu-

manity of; Christ, spiritualized hu-
manity of 

– of the Christian 288, 293–300, 302 
– their relation as abstractum and 

concretum 302 
– see also anthropology; conflict; 

flesh; nature; spirit (of the human be-
ing) 

humiliation 5, 73, 176, 181, 236, 238, 
266, 294, 315 

humility 60, 74, 166 n. 406, 315 
– see also pride 
Hussites 104 n. 246 
hypostasis 1 

 
idea (ideas, concepts, reasons) 19, 53, 

68, 69 n. 163, 159, 192–196, 204, 
209–210, 214, 232–233, 241, 256, 
284, 325–326, 330 

– comprehensive concept 232 
– see also God, ideas in divine es-

sence; principle 
illumination 3, 12–13, 126–129, 175–

283, 325–340 
– development of the doctrine of ~ 

192–212, 325–327, 337 
– early Franciscan view 193–195, 

206–208, 325–326, 337 
– faith as ~ (Luther) 126–129, 133, 

219– 221, 224–227, 243–244, 251–
260, 270–283, 309, 323, 325–331, 
333, 335 see also light of faith 

– formal interpretation 193 
– in Luther research 177–192, 337–

338 
– in Luther’s thought 212–283, 325–

340 
– in the cognitive processs (Luther) 

251–260, 269–270 
– in Thomism 193, 195–196, 208–211, 

325–327, 337 
– late Franciscan view 193, 196–199, 

204, 211–212, 325–327, 337 
– mind illumined by God in faith 219–

221, 223–227 
– ontologist interpretation 193–196, 

325 
– see also epistemology; light; 

knowledge; Psalm 4 
illusion 93, 144, 222  
image of God (imago Dei) 
– Christ as the ~, see Christ, ~ 
– being conformed to the image of 

Christ 232, 308  
– fallen human being creates a pervert-

ed ~ 140 
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– imprint of the divine light 194–196, 
204–208, 212, 214, 229–232, 323 

– interpretation (in the tradition) of as 
reason / natural knowledge of God 
194–196, 206–212, 214 

– in the soul 113, n. 268, 118–119, 
125, 204–208, 214, 229–231 

– orientational / relational vs. psycho-
logical / ontological interpretation 
129 n. 302, 194 

– received by faith (Luther) 125, 129, 
208, 214, 231–232 

– see also Christ, reflection of God, 
homo, spiritualis; homo, interior; in-
tellect 

Immaculate Conception 104 n. 246 
imputation, see justificion 
imprint, see signatum 
Incarnation 19, 31, 33, 55–58, 73–76, 

100–101, 161 n. 397, 224 n. 122, 
230–231 n. 141, 289, 294, 297 

– incarnated virtues, see virtue, incar-
nated 

– principle of ~ 100–101, 104, 152 n. 
371, 287, 295–298 

– see also access; assumption, of flesh 
by Christ; Christ; cloud; (of God); 
coincidence of opposites, hidden-
ness, of God under opposites; com-
munication of attributes; descent; 
shadow; veil;  

incomprehensibility 53–72, 150–152, 
232–240, 294, 302, 314–319, 322, 
328–329 

– of God, see God, the ~ of 
– of the union of human and divine 

nature in Christ, see Christ, ~ of the 
union of human and divine nature in 
Christ 

– of God’s will 70–72, 197 n. 52, 317 
see also tribulations 

– see also coincidence of opposites; 
captivation; comprehension 

indwelling, see dwelling 
infinity 
– of God, see God, infinity of 
– of spiritual and divine good 46, 93–

95, 146, 149, 269 
infusion 

– of faith see faith, ~ of  
– of love, see love, ~of 
– of hope, see hope, ~ of 
– of grace, see grace, ~ of 
– see also virtues 
inhabitation, see dwelling 
instruction, see eruditio 
intelligentia, see intellection 
intelligentia simplex 130 n. 305, 200 
intelligere, see intellection 
intellect 24–25, 48–49, 62, 73–74 n. 

174, 119–120, 128–129, 138, 140–
141, 160, 163, 179–180, 190, 195, 
214, 224–225, 232–233, 244–272, 
329 

– Aristotelian view of 228, 259 
– blinded 48–52, 60, 81, 84, 138–140, 

149, 213, 245, 251–253, 270–272, 
329, 336 

– ~ of faith, see intellect of faith 
– ~’s comprehension of God 232–233 
– mysticism of ~ 203 
– relation to affect 24–25, 179–180, 

184–186, 270–272, 331, 334 
– superior part of 128, 160, 249 see 

also reason, lower and superior parts 
– Thomistic view of 208–211, 259 
– turned towards God by faith 224–

225 
– see also apprehension; comprehen-

sion; intellection; light, intellectual; 
mind; reason; spirit (of the human 
being) 

intellect of faith 133, 143, 160–162, 
175, 180–181, 185, 214, 220, 223–

240, 244–270, 306–307, 323, 327–
331 

– as capacity 248–252, 256, 260, 329–
330 see also intellection, capacity vs. 
operation 

– grasps the spiritual and invisible 
content of things 254–261, 268, 289, 
306–307, 329–331 

– in relation to Christ, its primary 
object 253–255, 261–262, 267–269, 
330–331 

– in relation to external objects 244–
270, 329–331 

– in relation to God 232–240, 328–329 
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– in relation to Scripture 262–265 
– in relation to self-judgement, show-

ing sin and good 266–267 
– in relation to the Church 265 
– in relation to tribulations 264–266 
– noetics 256–260 
– understands beauty and presence of 

God in the Universe 267–270 
– see also intellect; reason 
invisible, see visible vs. invisible 
invisible things see things, invisible 
intellection (understanding as an act of 

intellect) 214 
– capacity vs. operation 24, 177, 180, 

186, 248–252, 256, 260, 329–330 
– growth in understanding 318 
– ~ as abstraction, see abstraction 
– ~ as apprehension, see apprehension 
– meaning of to understand 

(intelligere) 163, 177, 180, 187–188, 
245–247 

– the process in general 250–260, 330–
331 

– understanding of concrete objects 
260–269 

– see also comprehrension; eruditio; 
intellect; intellect of faith;; light of 
faith; knowledge 

Itinerarium mentis in Deum 42, 50, n. 
117, 62, 77, 130, 195, 200, 206–208, 
236, 326 

 
Jean Calvin 194 
Jean Gerson 13, 64–65, 78, 118 n. 282, 

129–133, 142 n. 338, 175, 180, 184, 
199–204, 206–208, 211, 214, 217, 
222, 224–226, 240, 244, 314 n. 383, 
317, 321–339 

– see also Augustinianism; 
Collectorium super Magnificat; Con-
tra vanam curiositatem; De mystica 
theologia speculativa; experience, in 
Gerson’s theology; light of faith, in 
theology of ~; light of glory, in the-
ology of ~; mysticism, mysticism of 
love and will; mysticism, Nominalist 
mysticism; Nominalism; meditation; 
Psalm 4, Bonaventure’s and 
Gerson’s interpretation; rapture, ac-

cording to Gerson; Tractatus 
consolatorius de directione seu 
rectitudine cordis; Tractatus de 
oculo; De vita spirituali animae; vi-
sion of God, visio Dei anagogica 
(Gerson); vision of God, visio Dei 
facialis & intuitiva (Gerson); vision 
of God, visio Dei nubilaris & 
aenigmatica (Gerson) 

Jerome (Saint) 122–124, 146 n. 356, 
247 

Jews 56, 82, 88, 216, 219, 253 
– see also Moses; Synagogue 
Jodocus Trutfetter 226 
– see also Summa in totam physicen 
Johannes Duns Scotus 12, 197–198, 

200, 204, 212, 311–312 n. 378 
– see also illumination, late Franciscan 

view; epistemology, late Franciscan 
view; Ordinatio; Scotism; volunta-
rism 

Johannes Tauler 65, 129, 302 n. 353, 
173, 231, 302 n. 353, 317, 323, 334, 
339 

– see also Gelassenheit; mysticism, 
German 

justification 4, 33, 125, 138, 153–155, 
167, 171, 182, 187–191, 198, 212, 
221–222, 241–242, 251, 261, 282, 
297, 303, 315–317, 327, 334, 337–

338  
– as imputation / reputation 167, 171, 

182, 198  
– as participation in Christ 190–191, 

296–297, 303 
– debate on ~ concerning the Finnish 

School of Luther research’s view on 
union with Christ 4, 303, 320, 333 

– faith as agent of ~ 4, 125, 153–155, 
138, 171, 187–191, 241–242, 251, 
260–261, 282, 303, 315–317, 320, 
334, 337–338 

– Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of 
~ 4 n. 8, 338 

– reciprocal ~ 315–317 
joy, 38, 41 n. 82, 93–95, 158, n. 390, 

172, 218, 222, 240–244, 275, 280, 
300, 308, 316 n. 394, 327–329, 332 
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– divine light as ~ to the will 218, 
240–244, 275, 327, 329, 332 

– enigmatic ~ 243–244, 329 
– joyful affect created by faith 172, 

222, 242, 244, 275, 328–329 
– see also good, love; things, spiritual 

 
knowledge 
– abstractive 69 n. 163, 198 
– actual 179, 223–227, 243–244, 287, 

328–329, 335 
– affective 223–225, 233, 240–244 
– criteria of 192–196 
– ecstatic 232–240, 328 
– experiential 203, 226, 233, 242–243, 

250, 318 see also experience 
– facial, see actual 
– faith as ~ 220, 223–227, 232–244 
– immediate/direct 194, 198, 201, 

220–227, 243–244, 283–284, 288, 
328–329, 335 

– intellective/intellectual knowledge 
223–270  

– intuitive 195, 198, 201, 226, 257 see 
also knowledge, actual 

– morning, midday and evening 50, 
201 

– natural ~ of God 200, 207, 326 see 
also nature, light of 

– of acquaintance 3, 310, 334, 339 
– of Christ as God 261, 297 
– of Christ as man 296–297 
– of God 223–244 
– of principles known by themselves 

(per se nota) 198, 211–212, 221, 327 
– process of knowing according to 

Aristotle 190, 228–229see also ap-
prehension, abstraction 

– process of knowing according to 
Bonaventure 194–195 

– process of knowing according to 
Thomas Aquinas 195–196 

– propositional ~196–197, 250 
– relation of ~ and love, 40, 47, 138–

140, 222 
– spiritual 214, 226, 288 
– types of according to Scotus 198 
– see also cognition; epistemology; 

illumination; vision (of God) 

 
laetitia, see joy 
law 
– and the flesh 146, 158, 162, 172, 

305–306 
– and the spirit 146, 158, 162, 278–

282, 324 
– as old covenant pointing to Christ 

83, 88–90, 99–100 
– divine 200, 206, 282 
– eternal 207, 210–211, 326 
– external (letter) 150, 159, 278 
– faith as fulfillment of 278–280 
– letter vs. spiritual ~ 146–147, 278 
– natural 69 n. 162, 200, 210 
– new 263, 278–279 
– old 24, 82–83, 88, 263 
– of love 45, 143–144, 158, 172, 324 
– of sin 124, 157–158, 162 see also 

desire (evil) 
– relation of ~ and gospel / grace 24, 

159, 162, 263, 278–282, 331 
– spiritual 172, 263, 278–282 
– see also affect; gospel; letter; love; 

morality; spirit (of the Scripture); 
will; word (of God) 

Lectures on Galatians 15–16, 116–119, 
146, 152–153 n. 373, 171 

Lectures on Genesis 113 n. 268 
Lectures on Hebrews 16, 35–36, 119–

123, 172, 183 n. 23 
Lectures on Romans 15, 33, 39, 58, 73, 

80–81, 115–116, 138, 145–146, 155–
156, 167–170, 173–174, 183 n. 23, 
246–247 

letter 
– as historical events 90, 99, 292 
– as opposed to spirit 90, 93, 100, 

104–105, 147, 159, 250 n. 192, 273, 
277–279, 292–293, 296, 302, 314, 
331 

– as the external covering of things 
150, 160, 253, 263, 278, 293, 296, 
306, 314 see also covering 

– burning ~s written to the heart, 251, 
278 

– veil of the letter, see veil, first (let-
ter) 
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– see also law; litteral sense; spirit (of 
the Scripture); veil; word (of God) 

life 
– animal 125, 140–144, 297, 324 
– carnal 143–145, 297, 324 
– natural 125, 143–144, 324 
– spiritual 125, 138, 143–145, 297, 

324 
light 
– as the first form giving actuality to 

other forms (Bonaventure) 52–53 
– Christ as the ~, see Christ, ~ from ~ 

see also Christ, reflection of God 
– different ~s compared with each 

other 208, 211 
– divine 47–50, 55, 133, 192, 195, 

199–200, 204–207, 211–213, 227, 
303, 308, 311–312 n. 378, 326 

– division of ~s in Bonaventure (exte-
rior, interior, superior) 195–196, 
208, 325 

– inaccessible ~ 47, 54, 60–61, 322 
– intellectual ~ 50, 84–85, 192–204, 

208–211–213, 218, 255–260 
– medium ~ (lumen medium) 197 
– of faith see ~ of faith 
– of glory, see ~ of glory 
– of grace, see grace, light of 
– of nature, see ~ of nature 
– of the face of God 138, 162, 200, 

204–232, 240–241, 253, 275–276, 
326–328, 331 

– of reason, see reason, ~ of (natural) 
reason 

– ontological hierarchy of ~s (Bona-
venture) 208, 302, 327 

– ontological hierarchy of ~s (Luther) 
208, 302, 307, 317–318, 333 

– ontological hierarchy of ~s (Thomas 
Aquinas) 211, 326–327 

– question whether faith is ~ or dark-
ness 5–9, 175, 320 

– relation of ~ and darkness 133, 160–
162, 183, 255–256, 271, 293–309, 
317–318, 333–334, 336 

– relation of ~ schemes to each other 
202, 208, 284, 325–327 

– sealed (signatum), as imprinted upon 
the soul 200, 204–212, 285, see also 

~ of faith, sealed (signatum) as con-
cealed; signatum 

– showing first principles 204–207, 
229–230 see also principle 

– showing good, see good, intellectual 
~ showing 

– visible, corporeal 117, 126, 133–134, 
200, 208, 225, 255 

– see also illumination; metaphysics, 
of ~; Psalm 4; vision 

light of faith 2–3, 126, 129, 133, 142–
143, 153, 194–197, 200, 203–204, 
207–208, 211, 212–223, 223–284, 
303–309, 326–338 

– active and passive 220–222, 227–
228, 244–245, 328–329, 331 

– actual and direct cognition of God 
223–232, 257, 286, 309, 328–329 

– connected to the humanity of Christ 
253–255, 260–262, 269, 293–303, 
330–333, 336 

– creates the image of God in the soul 
229–232 

– darkness for the flesh 304–309, 333–
334 

– directs the will and affect 270–283, 
331 

– enigmatic compared to the light of 
glory 268–270, 293–300, 306, 330–
333, 336 

– elevates the soul to ecstatic cognition 
of God 232–240, 309, 328–329 

– guides the Christian 275–277, 281–
282, 306, 328, 331, 333 

– in conflict with the light of nature, 
see light of nature 

– intellectual light showing spiritual 
content and causes of things 255–
260, 267–268, 272, 282–283, 306–
307, 329–330 

– internal education of the spirit and 
will 278–279, 331 see also eruditio 

– in the infusion of faith 153, 270–272, 
311–312 n. 378 

– interpretations of in the course of the 
development of the doctrine of illu-
mination 194–212, 326–327 

– in the interpretation of Psalm 4 by 
Luther 212–223, 327–328 
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– in theology of Jean Gerson 200, 203, 
207–208 

– in theology of Thomas Aquinas 196, 
208, 211, 326–327 

– in relation to affect 240–244, 270–
283, 329–331 

– in relation to affect 240–244, 270–
283, 329–331 

– in relation to God 223–244, 328–329 
– in relation to intellect 232–240, 244–

270, 328–331 
– in relation to Universe 244–283, 329 
– made shadowy by sin, flesh, and 

corporeality 295–296, 304–309, 333, 
336 

– made shadowy by its interpenetration 
with the humanity of Christ 295–
302, 306, 331–333, 336 

– ontologically divine light 219–222, 
226–227, 303, 329 

– place in Luther’s tripartite anthro-
pology 126–133 

– removes blindness and veil of the 
intellect 252–255, 329, 336 

– results of its loss of 142–143 see 
also Fall 

– sealed (signatum) as concealed 200, 
215–217, 237–240 

– shows content of Scripture and 
Sacraments 262–265, 273 

– shows moral criteria 266–267, 272–
273, 281–282, 331 

– shows presence and beauty of God in 
the Universe 68, 267–269 

– shows sin and forgiveness 261, 266–
267, 273, 281–282 

– takes the soul captive 232–240, 317, 
328 see also captivation 

– vs. modern approaches at faith 2–3 
– see also cognition; illumination; 

intellect of faith; faith; light; Psalm 
4; vision 

light of glory 196–197, 201– 211, 253–
255, 269–270, 284, 293–295, 301–
302, 309, 310 n. 375, 326, 336 

– compared to light of faith 254–255, 
269–270, 293–295, 301–302, 309, 
330–333, 336 

– entrance to represented by the se-
cond veil 253 n. 203, 318 see also 
tabernacle; veil 

– full clarity and direct vision 255, 
269–270, 293, 302 

– in theology of Jean Gerson 200–202 
– in theology of Thomas Aquinas 196, 

211, 232, 300, 284, 327, 336 
– perfect instead of partial 293, 295, 

301, 309 
–  ‘seven times’ brighter than the light 

of faith 295 
– theological question of its distinction 

from the light of faith 284, 300 see 
also ontologism 

– see also cognition; glory; light, light 
of faith; vision (of God), by light of 
glory 

light of nature 142, 183, 193, 195–196, 
200, 208–212, 221–222, 255, 259–
260, 271, 307, 326  

– blind to God and spiritual things142, 
255 

– contrary to light of faith and must be 
extinguished 255, 259, 271, 307 see 
also conflict (between spirit and the 
flesh) 

– creates perverted image of God 222 
– in theology of Bonaventure 195, 208, 

326 
– in theology of Thomas Aquinas 195–

196, 208–211, 221–222, 326 see also 
abstraction 

– in via moderna 211–212, 221, 327 
– objects are created things 142 
– ontologist interpretation 193 
– prone to err 195, 259– 260 
– unable to know true good 221–222 
– see also reason, light of (natural) 

reason 
literal sense 89–90, 94 
– see also letter 
likeness 2, 196, 208, 222, 326 
locus, see foothold (spiritual) 
love 
– conforms to its object 40, 46–47, 95–

98, 139–1444 
– divine 36–37 
– human 36–37, 45, 142, 222 
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– infusion of 178–184, 278–279 
– relation of ~ and knowledge, see 

knowledge, relation of knowledge 
and love 

– self-giving 36–37, 45, 143–145, 
148–149, 222, 308, 323 

– self-seeking 45, 142–145, 148–149, 
281, 308, 323 

– servile 270, 281  
– opposition of the two 36–37, 46–47, 

142–144, 172, 190, 222 
– theological virtue of 117, 120, 181–

182, 278 
– see also affect; Aristotelianism, 

Aristotelian concept of love seeking 
good; Fall; quality of love/person; 
will 

Lutheranism 1–3, 38, 53, 72–73, 77, 95, 
190, 339 

– Confessional ~ 303 
Luther studies 
– avenues for further research 337–338 
– discussion on nature of Luther’s 

theology: historical or spiritual 24–
25, 59 n. 136, 181, 186, 302, 336 

– Finnish 3–9, 175, 187–191, 303, 
304, 320, 333, 337 

– German 2 n. 5, 8, 21, 109, 177–187, 
215, 284, 291–293, 316 see also Ex-
istentialism 

– ontology as a question in ~ 3–5, 18–
31, 175–192 

– question of the relation of the onto-
logical and cognitive aspects of faith 
3–11, 175, 283, 320, 325 

– question whether faith is light or 
darkness 5–9, 175, 320 

– Scandinavian 109 
– schools of anthropology in Luther 

studies 108–109 
– see also Existentialism; justification; 

Platonism thesis; understanding of 
reality; research history 

 
Mannermaa school, see Luther studies, 

Finnish 
man, see homo 
– animal man see homo animalis 
– carnal man see homo carnalis 

– external man see homo exterior 
– internal man see homo interior 
– new man see homo novus 
– old man see homo vetus 
– spiritual man see homo spiritualis 
means of grace, see grace, means of 
meditation 
– Cherubim as figure of 236 see also 

Cherubim 
– connected to visio dei in theology of 

Gerson 201–202 see also vision 
– in theology of Bonaventure 325–326 
– of God according to his ascent and 

descent 294 see also ascent (of God); 
descent, of God 

– of the commandments 280, 281 n. 
299 

– of the suffering of Christ 264 n. 237 
– Tabernacle as figure of ~ in Victori-

ne mysticism 121 n. 287, 130 
– see also contemplation 
mens, see mind 
metaphysics 5, 9 n. 25, 78–84, 94–98, 

155–156, 197–198, 259, 282–283, 
302, 320 

– of light 12, 52–53, 119, 202, 268–
270, 302, 322–325, 334–335 

– see also Aristotelianism; being; 
ontology 

method 11, 320 
microcosm 105, 119, 122 
– see also anthropology 
mind 56, 64–66, 110–111, 119, 122, 

129, 179, 194, 197, 224–227 
– higher ~ 119, 129, 194–195, 226, 

269 see also face; intellect, superior 
part of; reason, lower and superior 
parts of 

– see also affect, heart; intellect; soul; 
spirit 

minor world, see microcosm 
miracle 
– miraculous nature of the works of 

God 74–76, 88, 94, 155, 172, 216, 
274, 316 

– miraculous works in the Old Cove-
nant 89–91 

– see also hiddenness, of God unmder 
opposites; wisdom, divine 
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movement 25, 29–36, 46–47, 52, 98, 
125, 155, 164–166, 291, 296, 321, 
324 

– Christian life as ~ 33–36, 155 n. 382, 
164–166 see also transitus 

– in Creation 29–33, 46, 52, 98, 125 
– in Trinity 29–36, 46, 52, 98, 321, 

324 
– ~s of the soul 279, 281–282, 331 
– simul as ~ 25, 164–166, 296 see also 

progress 
– see also Aristotelianism; Aristotelian 

theory of ~; progress; rest; transitus 
morality 204–223, 241, 244, 270–283, 

331  
– faith as moral motivator and source 

of right intention 222, 282–283, 331 
– moral arguments 281–282, 331 
– moral criteria, see criteria (of truth 

and morals shown by faith); first 
principles of morals 

– moral sense of Scripture 90, 273, 
282 

– see also criteria (of truth and morals 
shown by faith); good; law; light of 
faith, shows moral criteria; love; 
principle, first principles of morals; 
reason, first moral principles un-
known to 

Moralium sive Expositio in Job, 76 n. 
185, 225 n. 125 

Moses 156, 253 
– veil of 253, 295 
– see also Tabernacle 
mysticism 13 n.34, 47, 58–72, 107, 121, 

129, 130–133, 153, 173, 175, 192–

204, 225–283, 302 n. 353, 314–319, 
321–329, 334, 337–339 

– Augustinian 13 n. 34, 58–66, 107, 
121, 130–133, 173, 175, 192–204, 
236–240, 244, 249, 256, 321–329, 
334, 337, 339 see also Augustinian-
ism; Bonaventure; contemplation, in 
Augustinian mysticism; Jean Gerson; 
turning, in Augustinian mysticism 

– Dionysian 47, 58–72, 180, 197 n. 52, 
203, 321 see also Pseudo-Dionysius 
the Areopagite 

– German 63–65, 129, 173, 231, 302 n. 
353, 317, 324, 334, 339, 334, 339 
see also Johannes Tauler 

– intellectualist 58–63, 194–195, 199–
203, 225–240, 244–270, 317, 334  

– Nominalist 198–204, 317, 334 see 
also Jean Gerson 

– of love and will 70–72, 197–199, 
202–203, 240–244, 270–283, 314–
319, 334 

– Victorine 121, 130–133, 173, 236, 
322–325, 328, 339 see also Victori-
nes 

– see also captivation; comprehension; 
contemplation; experience; incom-
prehensibility; light of faith; rapture; 
theology, mystical; transitus; tribula-
tion; vision (of God) 

 
nature 
– as opposite of grace 125 n. 296, 133, 

142, 155 
– conflict between the two ~ of the 

Christian, see conflict (between the 
spirit and the flesh) 

– divine ~, see God, ~ of 
– human ~, see human ~ 
– light of ~, see light of ~ 
– natural life, see life, natural 
– two ~s of Christ, see Christ, concrete 

humanity of; Christ, divinity of; 
Christ, incomprehensibility of the 
union of human and divine ~ in 
Christ, Christ, spiritualized humanity 
of 

– two ~s of the Christian 149, 153–174 
negative essence, see God as ~ 
negation (as means of intellectual as-

cent) 54, 60–63, 68–69, 78, 322 
Nicholas of Lyra 212, 215, 221, 223, 

326–327 
– see also Biblia cum glossis 
Nicolaus Cusanus 76 n. 184 
Noah’s ark 120–121 
– see also Ark of the Covenant; De 

arca Noe morali; De arca Noe 
mystica 

noetics, see intellect of faith 
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Nominalism 69, 123, 176, 182–184, 
193–194, 198–203, 208–300, 311–
312 n. 378, 317, 322, 324, 335 

– see also doctrine, doctrinal authority 
in ~; epistemology, Nominalist; Ga-
briel Biel; Jean Gerson; mysticism, 
Nominalist; Ockhamism 

Nonnullae allegoriae tabernaculi foede-
ris 76–77 n. 185, 131–132 

nothing 5–6, 19, 21, 32, 36–37, 44, 51, 
152, 155  

– creaturely metaphysical nothingness 
(ontology of participation) 19, 21, 
36–37, 44, 52, 85, 138 see also par-
ticipation, ontology of 

– lack of perceptible / intelligible form 
59–60 n. 136, 65, 103, 163, 309 

– passivity 32, 52 see also passivity 
– recognition of nothingness (i.e. lack 

of goodness) by law 5 n. 12, 36–37, 
44, 51, 152–153 

– see also Aristotelianism, Aristotelian 
theory of perception; annihilation; 
emptiness, God, negative essence; 
passivity 

notitia 68–69, 74, 176, 222 n. 121, 224–
226, 240 

– see also knowledge 
– see also concept 
– see also cognition 
 
Ockhamism 176–178, 194–195 n. 47, 

197 n. 52, 123, 198 
– see also Nominalism; William of 

Ockham 
omnia in omnibus, see God, all in all 
On the Bondage of the Will 53–54 n. 

125, 59 n. 136, 71–72, 310 n. 375, 
340 

On the Freedom of a Christian 17, 115 
ontology 3–11, 18–28, 29–36, 78, 95–

104, 109, 111–112, 134, 175–192, 
197–198, 249–255, 277– 293, 302, 
307–308, 317–318, 320– 339 

– as a question in Luther studies 3–5, 
18–31, 175–192 

– of faith 215, 220–223, 230–231, 243, 
249–255, 259, 283, 327, 329 

– of participation, see participation, ~ 
of 

– of spiritual affect / will 277–283 
– ontological change in justification 

153–156 see also assumption, of 
Word / spiritual nature by the Chris-
tian  

– ontological concept of God 69 see 
also God, concept of; God, nature 
(essence) of 

– ontological hierarchies of lights, see 
light 

– ontological hierarchy 26–27, 33–34 
n. 57, 96, 208, 302, 307–308, 317–
318, 322, 333–336  

– question regarding the relation of the 
ontological and cognitive aspects of 
faith 3–11, 175, 283, 320, 325 

– question of relational ~ 1–2, 21, 30–
31 n. 44, 59 n. 136, 98–104, 109, 
111–112, 134, 175–192, 283–293  

– Trinitarian 29–36, 321–322 
– see also being; Existentialism; Lu-

ther studies, German; Luther studies, 
Finnish; metaphysics; Platonism; 
relationality 

ontologism 284, 300–301, 325 
opera conditionis 88 
Operationes in Psalmos 16, 33, 39–40, 

56, 58, 125 n. 296, 148, 158, 172–
173, 183–184, 219–222, 231, 247, 
264, 269, 299 

opera restaurationis 88 
opposites 19–21, 25–27, 37, 46, 72–76, 

93–95, 269, 308– 309, 333 
– see also coincidence of opposites; 

hiddenness, of God under opposites; 
metaphysics; things; wisdom, divine 
(uniting opposites) 

Origen of Alexandria 122–124 
original sin, see sin, original 
Ordinatio 197–198 n. 52 
ostensio 101, 204–223, 283–285 
– see also good, intellectual light 

showing  
outflow  
– of spiritual from God 41, 45–46, 52, 

93–94, 98, 138, 283 240–242, 279–
280, 329 
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– of good works from faith 45–46, 
138, 146, 179, 242, 272, 279–280, 
329 

– see also good; highest good; Platonic 
principle, of the good 

 
partialness, see faith, partial knowledge 

in comparison to heavenly fullness 
– see also participation 
participation 31–33, 35–36, 44, 92–94, 

109, 113, 206, 284–293, 322, 332 
– in Christ 36, 109, 113, 129, 171, 

189–190–191, 227–232, 250, 278, 
287, 301–303, 309, 339 

– in eternal/divine law 210–211, 278 
– in the humanity of Christ 296–297, 

301–303 
– in the Word, see Word (of God), 

participation in the Word 
– ontology of 31–32, 50–52, 291–293, 

322, 334 
– see also fullness; union 
partim 164–166, 169 n. 420, 171, 183 , 

191 
– see also simul 
passing over, see transitus 
passion, see suffering 
passivity 31–32, 117–118, 120–121, 

129, 132–133, 155–156, 185, 227–
231, 244, 256, 317, 328, 334 

– see also suffering 
passover, see transitus 
Paul (Apostle) 116, 122, 173 
– rapture of 199, 201, 202 n. 66 
perficere, see facere / perficere 
permanence (of things) 82–83, 93, 267, 

322 
– see also fleetingness; things 
person (concept of) 95–98, 108, 144–

149, 167–174, 284, 323–324, 340 
– as subject uniting the flesh and spirit 

170, 173–174, 340 
– carnal 138–144–156, 162–163 
– change of ~ in the justification 153–

156, 191, 324 
– Christian 144–156, 162–174, 191, 

324 
– Christological concept of ~ as analo-

gy of the Christian ~ 167–174, 324 

– juridical use of the tem 170 n. 423 
– spiritual 137–144–156, 162–163 
– see also anthropology; flesh; homo; 

spirit 
Peter Lombard 178 
Peter Olivi 196, 204 
petra, see foothold 
phantasms 134–135, 140–143, 149, 162, 

196, 201–202, 211  
phase, see transitus 
philosophy 
– Aristotelian 1, 37, 79–84, 122–123, 

195, 245, 338 see also 
Aristotelianism 

– in general 11, 170, 194, 196, 199 n. 
57, 282, 315, 321, 339–340 

– natural 84, 108 n. 254 
– Platonist 19– 20 see also Platonism 
– relation of ~ and theology 20, 53, 68, 

79–84, 95, 176–177, 184, 245–247, 
258–259, 315 

– see also metaphysics; ontology 
Pietism 339 
pillar 
– ~ of fire 219–220, 276–277, 286, 

306 
– ~ of cloud 161, 219–220, 276–277, 

306 
Plato 28, 192 
– see also Plaonic principle 
– see also Platonism 
– see also Platonism thesis 
– see also understanding of reality 
Platonic principle 
– of knowledge 7, 230–231, 328 
– of the good 12, 41–43, 46, 143–144, 

218, 279, 321, 324, 327, 329, 331, 
335 see also outflow 

Platonism 12–13, 18-28, 53, 58, 96, 
175, 184, 192, 204, 269, 277–283, 
321–325 

– Augustinian 18, 26, 28, 42–43, 78, 
84, 192 

– Christian 12, 18, 26, 28, 84, 192, 
321–322 

– Renaissance 26–27 
– Luther’s criticism of 69 



 Index of Subjects  383 

– Neoplatonism 12, 20, 22–23, 25–26, 
28 n. 34, 53, 69 n. 163, 76 n. 184, 
180, 192, 241, 322 

– see also Augustine; Augustinianism; 
Bonaventure; Franciscanism; highest 
good; metaphysics, of light; Platonic 
principle; Platonism thesis; Pseudo-
Dionysius the Areopagite; outflow; 
via antiqua; Victorines;  

Platonism thesis 10, 18–28 
plenitude, see ampleness 
plurality (of things) 19, 33–34 n. 57, 41, 

92– 95, 97–98, 101, 142 
– see also things; unity, of things 
possession 103, 180–181, 183, 217, 277, 

283–293 , 303–304 n. 356, 323, 327, 
331–332 

potency 7, 32, 134, 181, 184–185 
– see also capacity; intellection, capac-

ity vs. operation 
preaching 55, 86, 152 n. 371, 178, 188, 

198, 296 
– see also Word (of God), external 

word 
predestination 12 n. 33, 70, 310 n. 375, 

315–316 
present things 80–82, 93, 101–104, 

283–293 
– things present in faith 103–104, 162, 

287–289 
– things present for senses 103–104, 

287–288 
– see also things,absent; presence; 

sign; res; testimony; things, present 
and future 

presence  
– of God in faith 1, 5– 9, 54–55, 122, 

128–129, 160–163, 219–221, 223–
224, 234–236, 276, 280, 286–289, 
303–309, 320, 327–328, 338 

– of God in the Church 287, 295, 308–
309, 339 

– of God under opposites, see hidden-
ness, of God under opposites 

– spiritual 122, 295, 300–303 
– see also dwelling of God; participa-

tion; present things; union 
pride 73, 161 n. 397, 165, 166 n. 406 
Primacy of Pope 104 n. 246 

principle 
– first ~s of morals 204–207, 210–212, 

221, 229–230, 326 
– first ~s of understanding 204, 211–

212, 326 
– Platonic ~s, see Platonic principle 
– ~ of Incarnation, see Incarnation, ~ 

of Incarnation 
– see also idea; criteria (of truth and 

morals shown by faith); knowledge, 
of ~s known by themselves 

progress 34–35, 164–166, 172, 275–
277, 291, 296, 300, 308–309, 315–
319, 324, 334, 340 

– see also movement; transitus 
proof (of faith) 1–2, 161–162, 178, 196, 

198 
– see also argumentum 
promise 32, 98, 167, 177, 186, 285, 

292–293, 311 
pro nobis 23, 186 
prosperity 276–277, 282 
protection 55, 93, 236–237, 277, 296–

297, 306, 333 
– see also covering 
Protestantism 2, 53 n. 125 
Psalm 4 (interpretation of) 204–223, 

326–327 
– as the source of the concept of 

signatum 229–230, 283–286 
– Augustine’s interpretation 205–206, 

326 
– Bonaventure’s and Gerson’s inter-

pretation 206–208, 326 
– interpreted in via moderna 212, 326 
– Thomas Aquinas’s interpretation 

208–211, 326 
– Luther’s interpretation 212–223, 

327–328 
– see also illumination; light, ~ of the 

face of God; signatum 
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite 12, 

18, 42, 53–69, 185, 238 n. 162, 321 
– see also Augustinianism; De divinis 

nominibus; De mystica theologia; 
mysticism, Dionysian; 
Neoplatonism; theology, mystical; 
theology, negative; Victorines 
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Quadriga 89 
– see also allegory; anagogy; tropolo-

gy 
quality  
– of love / person 21, 24, 40, 95–98, 

108–109, 135–156, 172, 284, 323–
324, 331 

– see also anthropology, theological 
i.e. qualitative; flesh; love; spirity 

Questiones disputatae de scientia Chris-
ti 195 n. 48, 232–233 

quiddity 79–80, 96 
 

ray of divinity (faith as) 8, 219–220, 
227, 231, 307 

– see also illumination; light of faith 
rapture 65, 70, 158 n. 390, 167, 193, 

199, 201–202, 217, 232–240, 244, 
253, 272–273, 328–329 

– according to Gerson 199, 201–202 
– see also access; cognition, ecstatic; 

Paul, rapture of,  
reason 6, 8, 56–57, 66–68, 114, 117–

120, 133–135, 140–142, 162–163, 
176–178, 221–222, 304 

– capacities of 126, 134 
– directed at the visible 133–135, 141–

142, 150–152, 162–164, 252–253 
– faith and divine things hidden from 

114, 126, 133–134, 171, 187–188, 
304–309, 314–316 

– first moral principles unknown to 
221–222 

– in tradition (Thomas Aquinas, via 
modena) 210–212 

– light of (natural) reason 126, 133–
134, 193, 195–196, 208–212, 221–
222, 255, 259–260, 304–309 see also 
light of nature 

– lower and superior parts 117–120, 
129, 133, 160, 214 

– rational creature 51–52, 210–211 
– see also intellect; soul; spirit 
reasons, see causes; ideas; things 
receptivity, see passivity 
recollection (anamnesis) 192 
– see also forgetfulness 
reditus, see return 
reed 250 n. 192, 278 

– see also letter 
reign 
– of grace, see Church, Militant 
– of glory, see Church, Triumphant 
– see also works of God, stages of  
relation (between sign and signified), 

see sign, ~ between sign and signi-
fied 

– see also sign 
relationality 72, 109, 112, 134, 291 
– see also ontology, question of rela-

tional ontology; turning (to or away 
from God) 

relucentia, see Christ, reflection 
reputation, see justification 
res 24, 83, 99–103, 143–144, 163, 167, 

181, 185, 283–293 
– in re – in fide / spe 24, 99, 101, 163 

n. 401, 167, 284, 288 
– res – species 99, 143–144, 163, 289 

see also faith, shows true nature of 
things (res) instead of appearances 
(species) 

– res – verba 290 
– signum – res 83, 101, 181, 185, 283, 

285, 293 
– see also hope; present things; sign; 

species; testimony; things; vision 
research, see Luther studies 
research history 
– on faith and illumination 175–192 
– on Luther’s Wirklichkeitsverständnis 

i.e. understanding of reality 18–28 
see also understanding of reality 

– on the concept of affect 24–25, 179–
180, 184–185 

– on the relation of the ontological and 
cognitive aspects of faith 3–11 

– summary on the ~ on the doctrine of 
illumination 192–199 

– see also Luther studies 
resignation 315–317 
– see also mysticism, of love and will; 

will 
resistance (from the flesh) 158, 164–

171, 308, 324, 333  
– see also conflict; co-operation; 

facere – perficere; virtue, incarnated 
rest 31, 35–36, 42, 98, 120–122, 144 
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return (to God) 98, 283 
– see also Christ, center, end and 

content of Creation; directio; cause, 
God as first and final cause; outflow; 
rest; transitus 

Retractationes 167, 171 
revelation 
– divinity of Christ as its object 251–

254, 260–262, 330 
– given by faith 253, 256–261 
– internal vs. propositional 249–251, 

256–261, 269, 310–314, 335 
– of sin 261 
– propositional 196, 198 
– stages of 99–101, 292 see also works 

of God, stages of 
– see also Christ; descent (of God); 

hiddenness; intellect of faith; Incar-
nation; word (of God) 

Richard of St. Victor 42, 62, 76, 78, 
131–132, 173, 236 

– see also Augustinianism; Benjamin 
major; Nonnullae allegoriae 
tabernaculi foederis; Victorines 

righteousness 
– at the same time righteous and sinner 

155 n. 382, 164–171 see also simul 
– claiming that sin is ~ 281 
– divine 37, 68, 154–155, 273, 303 n. 

356, 310 n. 375, 316–317 
– duplex iustitia 155 n. 382, 187–189 
– works of 212, 215, 221–222, 327 
– see also justification 
rule 
– Christ rules in glory as God 297–

299, 332 see also Church, Trium-
phant 

– Christ rules the Church as human 
292, 297–299, 302, 332 see also 
Church, Militant 

– flesh ruled by spirit 171, 279, 306 
– person ruled by Christ 152, 163, 231, 

279–280 
– person ruled by sin or grace 140–

145, 163–166, 169, 171, 279 
– ruled sin 143 n. 341, 164, 171 
– see also conflict; direction; will 

 
sacrament 

– as theological sign (participating in 
its signatum) 100–101, 287, 293, 336 
see also sign, theological sign partic-
ipating in its signatum 

– content grasped by light of faith 
263–264, 268, 337 

– expression of God’s hiddenness 
under opposites 54–58, 74, 101, 
152–153, 160–161 n. 395, 294–295, 
299, 308, 315, 332, 336 see also hid-
denness, of God under opposites 

– means of God’s descent 57–58, 100–
101, 160–161 n. 395, 295–296, 299 
see also descent, of God 

– participation of requires and creates 
faith 152–153, 187–191, 214, 295–
296, 311–315, 332, 339–340 

– see also baptism; Church, sacramen-
tal nature of; Eucharist; grace, means 
of; grace, vehicle of; Incarnation, 
principle of; sign; Word, external 

sanctification 149, 191, 291 
– see also progress 
Sanctuary, see tabernacle 
sapere 147–148, 167 
– see also wisdom, of the flesh; wis-

dom, of the spirit 
sapientia 126, 129–130, 318 
– see also scientia; wisdom 
Satan, see Devil 
Scholasticism 39, 46, 82, 180–182, 

187–188, 194, 202, 282, 335 
– see also Augustinianism; 

Franciscanism; Nominalism; 
Ockhamism; Scotism; Thomism; via 
antiqua; via moderna; Voluntarism 

scientia 76 n. 185, 126, 130, 318 
Scripture  
– as ‘door’ i.e. access to the Church 

296, 332 see also access 
– clarity of 340 
– external form, see letter; Word (of 

God), external word 
– intellect of faith understands invisi-

ble content of 244–245, 255, 262–

264, 268–269, 273, 282, 331, 337 
– internal content, see spirit (of the 

Scripture) 
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– interpretation of 89–92, 110, 262–
264, 318, 339–340 

– senses of 89–91, 186 
– see also allegory; gospel; grace, 

means of; grace, vehicle of ; law; let-
ter; litteral sense; Quadriga; Psalm 4; 
spirit (of the Scripture), Word (of 
God) 

Scotism 197–199, 284, 325–326 
– see also epistemology, late Francis-

can view; illumination, late Francis-
can view, via moderna 

sealed, see signatum 
seeing, see vision 
seelengrunt 129 
senses 6, 56–57, 64–68, 111, 119–120, 

140–142, 162–163, 225, 306–308 
– sense data understood by intellectual 

light 192, 195, 253, 259 
– opposed to the intellect 140–141, 

150–152, 162–163, 256–258, 306–
308, 315, 323 

sensus fidelium 340 
Seraphim 236 
shadow 
– creatures as ~s 51, 82–85, 93–96, 

103, 325 
– faith as as ~ of the wings of Christ 

236–237, 244, 329 
– of humanity making faith shadowy 

295–297, 302–306, 336 
– partialness as ~ 243–244, 283, 325, 

329, 331–332 
– prefigure 82–83, 92–96, 99, 103 
– weaker light compared to stronger 

light 133, 295 
– see also cloud; darkness; enigma 

(faith as enigmatic light); protection; 
veil 

showing, see ostensio 
sign 
– creatures as ~s 79–84, 92–98, 143–

144, 250, 267–268, 322–323 
– comprehended by intellectual light 

82–84, 192, 259 
– faith as ~ 178, 181, 215–219, 283–

293, 327, 331–332 
– letters of Scripture 278 see also letter 

– relation between ~ and signified 82–
84, 92–95, 179, 287–293 

– theological ~ participating in its 
signatum 91, 101, 287, 289, 293, 323 

– transitory ~ pointing to an absent 
object 82–83, 100, 289 

– see also grace, means of; grace, 
vehicle; sacrament; signatum; testi-
mony; Word (of God), external word 

signatum 91–92, 101–103, 200, 204–

208, 210, 212, 215–217, 227–231, 
240, 330 

– Christ as the signatum signified by 
Creation 91–92, 101–103 see also 
Christ, center, end and content of 
Creation 

– intellectual light is sealed 
(signatum), as imprinted upon the 
soul 200, 204–212, 285 

– light of faith is sealed (signatum), as 
concealed 200, 215–217 , 237–240 

– see also light, light of faith; Psalm 4 
signet, see signatum 
signet ring 229 
signification, see sign, relation between 

sign and signified 
simile simili cognosci, see Platonic 

principle of knowledge 
similitude, see likeness 
simul 25, 115, 145–146, 149– 174, 191, 

279–280, 303, 308, 324 
– Christological analogy 167–174 
– see also conflict (between flesh and 

spirit); partim; righteousness, at the 
same time righteous and sinner 

sin 
– distinction between crude sinner and. 

doubly a sinner (duplex peccator) 
281 

– distinction between wicked and 
sinner 281 

– faith liberates from its servility 279, 
336 

– law of ~ 124, 157–158, 162 see also 
desire (evil); love, self-seeking 

– makes God hidden from human 
beings and obscures light of faith 55, 
304–305, 336 see also light of faith 
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– original 39, 49, 73–74 n. 174, 114, 
140, 149, 252, 330 see also intellect, 
blinded 

–  remains in the Christian after justifi-
cation 153–154, 164–174, 279–280 

– revealed by the light of faith 261, 
266–267, 273 

– ruled ~ 143 n. 341, 164, 171 see also 
rule 

–  sickness or wound of the flesh 146, 
167, 172 

– sinful deeds 281 see also deeds 
– see also conflict; darkness; facere – 

perficere; Fall; flesh; simul; partim; 
vice 

Sinai, see Tabernacle 
sola 337 
solidity (of things) 93–98, 137, 142, 

269, 280  
– see also fluctuousity (of things); 

foothold; things 
soul 108, 113–115, 118–119, 122–126, 

133–135 
– animator of the body and senses 113, 

116, 118, 125, 126, 134, 143 
– called mind when turned to God 225 
– parts of ~ 114–115, 119, 122–123, 

126–128, 133, 204, 214 
– powers of 123, 126, 133–135, 179 
– ruling part in the fallen man 140–142 
– same being as spirit 116, 118, 126, 

134 
– the intermediate part of human being 

114–116, 122–125, 126, 134 
– see also homo animalis; life, animal; 

mind; spirit 
species 56, 66–68, 99, 143–144, 162–

163, 190, 201, 289 
– see also faith, shows true nature of 

things (res) instead of appearances 
(species); res 

spirit (of the human being) 108–113, 
117, 122–128, 134–135, 323–324 

– as basic affect and designation of 
whole person 144–149, 163–165, 
170 see also affect; flesh; love 

– as designation of the spiritual nature 
in Christian 154–174, 279 

– as spiritual intellect 8, 214–215, 
244–245, 268, 327 

– as the internal sense of Scripture, see 
Spirit (of the Scripture) 

– as the part determining the quality of 
the person 135–144, 170–171, 213, 
323 

– as the ruling part in spiritual people 
143–144, 149, 171 see also rule 

– called flesh when turned to carnal 
things 113–114, 146–147 

– dead and deserted ~ 112–113, 127, 
134, 137–144, 148–149, 166, 171–
172 

– experience of the ~ 160–163, 169–
170 see also experience 

– freedom of the ~ 115–116, 145, 167, 
222, 280, 275 

– in conflict with the flesh, see conflict 
– peace of ~157–159, 241–242 
– referring to the connection of divini-

ty and humanity 113 n. 268, 287–
289, 300–303 see also Christ, spirit-
ualized humanity of 

– right (i.e. upright) ~ 126, 142, 159 
see also directio; heart, upright; 

– ~’s life dependent on the invisible 
117–118, 136–137, 155–156, 166–
167, 231 

– the dwelling place of God 50–51, 
111, 126–128, 137, 156, 160–162, 
308 see also dwelling of God 

– the place of faith 126–129, 136, 138 
– see also homo spiritualis; intellect; 

intellect of faith 
spirit (of the Scripture) 90, 93, 159, 250 

n. 192, 263, 278, 314, 318 
– see also covering; good, spiritual; 

gospel; law; letter; literal sense; spir-
it (of the human being); things, spir-
itual; veil; word (of God) 

spiritualia, see spiritual things 
spiritual man, see homo spiritualis 
spiritual person, see spirit 
spiritual things, see things, spiritual 
spiritual life, see life, spiritual 
spiritual sense, see spirit (of the Scrip-

ture) 
stages, see works of God, stages of  
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– first stage, see Creation 
–  middle stage, see Church, as the 

middle stage 
– second stage, see glory 
struggle between flesh and spirit, see 

conflict 
substance 1, 23, 30–31, 45, 181, 280, 

284–285, 292 
– see also foothold; hope; solidity 
sub contraria, see hiddenness, of God 

under opposites 
subjectivity 2–3, 27, 69 n. 162, 170, 

173–174, 317, 320 
– see also Existentialism; Luther 

studies, German; person 
suffering 
– of Christ 37, 56–58, 63, 72–74, 150–

152, 261, 264, 269, 274–275, 292 
– of Christian 37, 70–71, 74, 231, 277, 

314–319 
– of flesh 152–153, 163–164, 231, 

238, 264–265, 308, 315, 317–319, 
328, 333, 338 see also conflict; re-
sistance (from the flesh) 

– reason of ~ understood by faith 258, 
261–262, 264–265, 281–282 

– spiritual good hidden under ~, see 
hiddenness, of God under opposites 

– see also passivity; tribulation 
surrender, see resignation 
summa divinitate, see God, highest 

divinity 
Summa theologiae 208–212, 222 
Summa in totam physicen 226 
summum bonum, see highest good 
supereminence 62, 232, 237, 294, 322  
– see also God, the highest divinity 
superior waters 50, 115, 133, 294 
– see also cloud; darkness; God, the 

incomprehensibility of 
Synagogue 105, 157, 253 n. 203, 292, 

295 
– see also Church; Tabernacle 
syntheresis 120 n. 285, 218–222 
– see also principle, first principles of 

morals 
 

Tabernacle 

– Ark of the Covenant 128, 131–132 
see also Cherubim 

– as model of anthropology 108–113, 
117–120, 125–135, 160–162, 216–
217, 253, 323 

– as model of natural cosmology 105 
– as model of the Christian transiting 

from carnal life by faith to glory 
106–107, 156, 216–217, 252–253, 
296–297, 330, 332 see also transitus 

– as model of the stages of the works 
of God 100–102, 105, 156, 292–297, 
323 see also works of God, stages of  

– candelabrum (light of reason / dis-
cretion) 117, 119, 126, 131, 133 

– Cherubim, see Cherubim  
– first veil (letter), see veil, first (let-

ter) 
– forecourt as body / senses 117, 119, 

126, 134 
– forecourt as literal understanding / 

Synagogue 105, 292–293 
– Holy as Church 105, 292–293, 296, 

332 see also Church 
– Holy as soul / reason 117, 119, 126, 

134 
– Holy of Holies as glory 105, 292–

293, 332 
– Holy of Holies as spirit / faith (pres-

ence of God) 117, 119, 126, 128–129 
– it’s use in Augustinian mysticism 

76–77 n. 185, 107, 130–133, 173, 
217, 222, 302, 323, 327–328 see also 
mysticism, Augustinian 

– second veil (faith), see veil, second 
(faith) 

– soul, body and church as successive 
Tabernacles 295, 332 

– see also access; door; meditation, 
Tabernacle as figure of meditation in 
Victorine mysticism; Nonnullae 
allegoriae tabernaculi foederis;  

Table Talk 17, 77 n. 188 
teaching 
– external teaching 318–319, 334–335 
– internal teaching, 189, 249, 258, 278, 

313, 318, 334 
– see also eruditio 
tent 110–111, 119 
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tentatio, see tribulation 
Temple, see Tabernacle 
testimony 99–101, 178, 181, 285, 289–

291  
– see also proof; sign 
theology 
– affirmative 121 
– ecumenical, see 1–3, 4 n. 8, 338–340 
– mystical 47, 64–70, 106–107, 119–

120, 130, 197 n. 52, 202–203, 231–
232–233 see also mysticism 

– negative 47, 51, 58–60, 63–70, 121, 
322 

– of glory 37 
– of the Cross 6, 11, 37, 47, 59–60 n. 

136, 94, 215–216, 231–232, 289, 
314–319, 338 

– of the regenerate 339 
– proper (theologia propria) 119–120 
– relation of ~ and philosophy, see 

philosophy, relation of philosophy 
and ~ 

– symbolic 119–120 
– theological argumentation 281–282, 

331, 339–340 
theological intellect, see intellect of 

faith 
theosis, see deification 
things (res, rerum) 
– absent 1–2, 9, 91, 100–101, 245, 

283–293 see also sign, transitory 
sign pointing to an absent object; 
present things 

– apparent 74, 93, 249 
– eternal 20, 41, 46, 82–84, 93–95, 

103, 110, 126–130, 148–149, 205, 
241, 261, 266, 269, 280, 292 

– invisible 20, 26–27, 49, 93–95, 102–
104, 110, 126–128, 136, 143–144, 
159, 162, 180, 185, 249 see also vis-
ible vs. invisible; world, visible vs. 
invisible 

– non-apparent 24, 99, 103, 182, 215, 
245–246, 249, 283–293, 309 see also 
testimony; sign 

– present and future 23–24, 80–82, 94, 
98–107, 181, 215–217, 277, 283–293 

see also present things 

– spiritual 19–28, 41, 45–46, 93–95, 
114, 138, 148–149, 162, 166, 241–

242, 249–250, 254–255, 258, 274–
275, 284–285, 322 

– transitory 20, 40, 82–83, 91–95, 
137–139, 267, 280 see also foothold; 
sign, transitory sign pointing to an 
absent object 

– visible / created 94, 102, 150, 159, 
249–250, 258, 322 see also also vis-
ible vs. invisible; world, visible vs. 
invisible 

– see also Christ, center, end and 
content of Creation; causes; crea-
tures; emptiness (of created things 
and person loving them); faith, 
shows true nature of things (res) in-
stead of appearances (species); fleet-
ingness (of things); fluctuosity (of 
things); good; love, conforming to its 
object; plurality (of things); outflow; 
permanence (of things); present 
things; res; solidity (of things); uni-
ty, of things; world 

Thomas à Kempis 37 
Thomas Aquinas 1–2, 42–43, 194–197, 

200 n. 61, 201–202, 204, 208–211, 
215, 232, 285, 300, 326–327, 337 

– see also Aristotelianism; capacity, 
illumination as general natural ca-
pacity of abstraction (Thomistic 
view); contemplation, ~’s rejection 
of contemplation by light of faith; 
epistemology, Thomistic; evil, dis-
cerning between good and evil by 
natural reason (~); faith, according to 
~; habitus; highest good, according 
to ~; illumination, in Thomism; in-
tellect, Thomistic view; knowledge, 
process of knowing according to ~; 
light; ontological hierarchy of lights 
(~); light of faith, in theology of ~; 
light of glory, in theology of ~; light 
of nature, in theology of ~; Psalm 4, 
~’s interpretation; Summa 
theologiae; reason, in tradition (~, 
via moderna); Thomism; via antiqua  

Thomism 3, 37, 42, 193, 196 n. 52, 202, 
204, 208–212, 214–215, 221–222, 
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259–260, 284, 326–327, 335, 337, 
338 

– see also Aristotelianism; Catholi-
cism; habitus; light; Thomas Aqui-
nas; via antiqua 

Tractatus consolatorius de directione 
seu rectitudine cordis 142 n. 338 

Tractatus de oculo 200–203 
transitus 34–35, 104–107, 231–232, 

277, 291, 296–300, 309, 318, 323, 
332, 338, 340 

– see also progress 
transitory things, see things, transitory 
– see also eternal 
tree (Christian as good tree) 278, 314 
Trinitarian theology 30–31 n. 44, 42, 

173, 317, 321, 334 
tribulation 63–71, 120, 218–220, 264–

265, 276–277, 306, 312, 314–319, 
334, 338, 339  

– see also experience; faith, infusion 
of; trust 

tropology 89–90, 186 
trust 5–7, 66, 176, 186, 196, 220, 270–

271, 310–319, 334  
truth 
– God as Truth 83, 138, 152, 223, 252, 

262–263 
– intellectual light as light of ~ 206, 

214, 255–256, 266, 272, 274, 285, 
330–331 

– shown by illumination192–196  
– spiritual things (creatures) as truth 

19, 51, 82–83, 96–99 
– theological ~s 192, 194, 198, 211, 

339 
– ~s shown by divine light function as 

guarantee and criteria of ~ in under-
standing 192–193, 196–198, 259–
260, 266, 273, 339 

– see also criteria; epistemology; idea; 
illumination; principle; ontologism 

turning, (to or away from God) 21–23, 
49–52, 109–112, 118–121, 127, 134–

139, 142, 148, 156, 159, 178–179, 
184–185, 194–195, 205–206, 213–
214, 217, 224–225, 241, 253, 258, 
270–272, 322, 326 

– in Augustine 205–206 

– in Augustinian mysticism 194–195, 
217 

– see also affect; backside; face; intel-
lect; love 

 
unbeliever, see wicked 
understanding, see intellection 
understanding of reality 9, 18-28, 175, 

320–325, 331, 335–336, 338 
universe 9 n. 25, 78–107, 321, 322, 

324–325, 329, 336 
– see also anthropology; Church; 

cosmology; cosmos; Creation; crea-
tures; glory; Tabernacle; things; un-
derstanding of reality; works of God; 
world 

union 
– with Christ 5, 8–9, 31, 153, 189–190, 

228–232, 256, 291, 303–304, 320, 
329–330 

– with God 121–122, 190, 220, 243 
– see also assumption; deification; 

participation 
unity  
– of carnal person 143, 150 
– of Christian person 164, 168–170, 

173, 340 see also simul, person 
– of God, see God, ~ of 
– of opposites in Christ, see coinci-

dence of opposites; communicatio 
idiomatum  

– of things 33–34 n. 57, 93–95, 98, 
142 n. 338, 241 see also plurality (of 
things) 

usus 39, 96–98, 138–140 
– see also fruitio 

 
vanitas, see emptiness 
vain, see emptiness 
Vatican Fragments 15, 216–219 
veil 99–100, 105, 122, 152, 216–217, 

253, 296, 300, 327 
– first (letter) 99–100, 105, 152, 216–

217, 252–253, 292, 295–297, 327, 
330, 332 

– of Moses 253, 295 
– second (faith) 99–100, 105, 122, 

217, 292–297, 327, 332 
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– see also cloud; covering; darkness; 
enigma; shadow; Tabernacle 

vehicle of grace, see grace, vehicle of 
vestiges (vestigia) 84 n. 199, 195, 206  
via antiqua 198 n. 54 
– see also Augustinianism 
– see also Thomism 
– see also illumination, early Francis-

can view 
via modena 12 n. 33, 71, 198, 199 n. 57, 

208, 211–212, 221, 226, 243, 311 n. 
378, 325–328, 336–338 

– see also illumination, late Franciscan 
view; Nominalism; Ockhamism; 
Scotism 

viator, see wayfarer 
Victorines 13, 18, 28, 43, 76, 107, 121, 

175, 322–325, 339 
– see also Augustinianism; Augustini-

an School; Hugh of St. Victor; Rich-
ard of St. Victor 

vita, see life  
– ~ animalis, see life, animal 
– ~carnalis, see life, carnal 
– ~ spiritualis, see life, spiritual 
vice 35, 147–149, 165, 166 n. 406, 267, 

279–282 
– see also pride 
virtue 
– faith as creator of other ~s 273, 275, 

278–282, 329, 331 
– incarnated 164, 280–282, 332 
– infusion of ~s 152–153, 178–184, 

187, 214, 231–232, 280, 311–312 n. 
378, 334 

– internal theological vs. incarnated 
external ~s 163–164, 280, 331 

– ontologically divine ~ 2, 183–184, 
214, 220, 231, 242, 278–282, 311, 
327, 338 

– theological ~s in general 2–3, 117, 
120, 153, 163–164, 178–184, 189, 
214, 220–221, 231–232, 275, 278, 
280, 282, 311, 327  

– see also humility 
visible vs. invisible 20, 26–27, 78–105, 

110, 118, 126–127, 148, 150–156, 
274 

– see also world, visible vs. invisible 

vita, see life 
vision (of God) 
– by light of faith i.e. grace 201–203, 

217, 225 240–243, 253–255, 283–
300, 327–333, 336–327, 330–333 

– by light of glory (heavenly / beatific 
vision) 101–103, 193, 195, 198, 
201–202, 209–211, 217, 243, 255, 
283–284, 288–293, 297–298, 327–
329, 309 

– by light reflected in Creation (by 
natural reason) 195, 200–202  

– natural ~ as turned away from ~ to 
Creation 102–103, 163 n. 401, 213, 
249, 283, 287–289, 323 

– in ontologism debate 193–195, 284, 
300–301, 323–325 

– the viewpoints (nature, faith, glory) 
compared 102–104, 200–202, 208, 
217, 283–309, 323, 332–336 

– visio Dei anagogica (Gerson) 202–
203, 225 n. 124 

– visio Dei facialis & intuitiva (Ger-
son) 201–202, 225–226 

– visio Dei nubilaris & aenigmatica 
(Gerson) 202 

– visio Dei specularis & sincera (Ger-
son) 201–202 

voluntarism 71–72, 198, 316–317, 334  
vultus, see face 

 
way, see guidance 
wayfarer 195, 203, 221, 243, 284 
wax 229 
– see also signet 
wicked 60, 73 n. 174, 196, 208, 206–

217, 219, 241, 264, 281, 295–296, 
304–306 

– see also Jews; sin 
will  
– divine light with respect to the ~ 

218, 278–279, 329–331 
– emphasis on ~ in tribulations 316–

317, 334 see also mysticism, of love 
and will 

– human ~ 45–47, 98, 138–140, 143, 
270, 317 

– of God, see God, ~ of 
– self-giving 45–46, 143–144, 172 
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– spiritual will created by faith 273, 
278–282, 331 

– straight vs. crooked 142–144, 277 
see also heart, (up)right; heart, 
crooked 

– united with evil desire 150 see also 
desire (evil) 

– united with the ~ of God 45–46, 
142–144, 150, 163, 172, 190, 197 n. 
52, 278–282 

– see also affect; heart; law; love 
Wirklichskeitverständnis, see unders-

tanding of reality 
wisdom 
– Christ as as ~, see Christ, ~ of God 
– divine (uniting opposites) 76, 79, 

172, 260–262, 316, 322 see also hid-
denness, of God under opposites 

– human 33, 73–74, 79–80, 172, 260–
262, 311, 316 

– of the flesh 114, 142, 146–148, 167, 
180 

– of the spirit 74, 114–115, 126, 129, 
148, 167, 246, 318 

– seeing divine ~ by the light of faith 
49, 267–268, 325 

wonder, see miracle 
William of Ockham 123, 198 
– see also Nominalism; Ockhamism; 

via moderna 
wings 60–61, 234–237, 329 
– see also Cherubim; contemplation; 

flight; rapture 
Word (of God) 
– abbreviated / abdridged ~ 99, 159, 

263 
– as instrument of creation 84, 86–87, 

267 see also Creation 
– consoling of the spirit by ~ 158–159, 

300, 308 
– creation of faith by ~ 152–155, 187, 

299–300, 318–319 see also infusion, 
of faith 

– creatures as ~s of God 48, 79 
– crushing of the flesh by ~ 152–153, 

159, 300, 308, 319 
– effect distinct from the grammatical 

signification 159, 188, 314, 339 see 
also letter; spirit (of the Scripture) 

– eternal ~ 29–36, 38–39, 48, 56–58, 
66, 84, 86–87, 92, 94, 99–101, 120, 
137–138, 229, 250, 254, 256, 259, 
278, 283, 313–315, 318, 330, 335 
see also Christ 

– external ~ 29, 33, 36, 55, 99–100, 
120–122, 152–153, 159–160, 176–
178, 182–183, 186–188, 250, 256, 
264, 278, 290, 299, 308, 311–315, 
318, 334–335 see also grace, means 
of; grace, vehicle of; letter 

– flesh becoming Word, see assump-
tion, of Word / spiritual nature by the 
Christian 

– internal ~ 29, 33, 99–101, 120–122, 
126–128, 137–138, 152–153, 157–

160, 163–164, 188, 231, 250, 264, 
278 see also dwelling of God; partic-
ipation, in Christ; union, with Christ 

– of the Cross 157–159, 216 
– participation in the ~ 35, 137–138, 

313 
– relationship of external, internal and 

eternal ~ 99, 250, 256, 278, 290, 
299–300, 311–313, 318, 335, 339 

– Word becoming flesh, see Incarna-
tion 

– see also access; Christ; law; letter; 
Scripture; spirit (of the Scripture) 

work of God 
– alien and proper 76 n. 183, 153, 159, 

300, 316 
– understanding the ~ 153, 315–319 
– see also Christ, the most proper ~  
works of God 
– hidden under opposites 73–76, 172 

see also hiddenness, of God under 
opposites 

– stages of 82, 84–92, 99–107, 122, 
156, 283–293, 287–300, 323, 331–
332 

– types of (acta vs. facta) 84–83 
– transitory ~ 20, 84–85, 93–94 see 

also fleetingness; permanence; 
things, transitory 

– opera conditionis and restaurationis 
88 

– see also Church; Creation; glory; 
world 
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world  
– as a negative term connected to flesh 

37, 46, 158, 181, 262 
– Christ as the entrance to the invisible 

world, see access 
– Church as the invisible world, see 

Church, invisible 
– visible vs. invisible 18–21, 26–27, 

79, 85–88, 90–105, 110–111, 134–

136, 141–142, 148, 156, 166, 170, 

244–245, 254–255, 268–269, 276–
277, 280, 291, 299, 322–324 

– see also access; Church; cosmos; 
cosmology; Creation, Old and New; 
hiddenness, metaphysics; ontology; 
Platonism; Platonism thesis; Taber-
nacle; things; understanding of reali-
ty; universe; visible vs. invisible; vi-
sion; works of God
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Schwarze Schrift Calibri (11.0 pt) ist ausstanzend #1 (Seite 7)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Bold (5.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #1 (Seite 80)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Bold (8.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #6 (Seite 80)
Schwarze Schrift CambriaMath (8.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #4 (Seite 76)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Roman (5.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #12 (Seite 60,76,80,265)
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Schwarze Schrift Times-Roman (6.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #2 (Seite 60,76)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Roman (7.0 pt) ist ausstanzend #7 (Seite 60,80)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Roman (8.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #24 (Seite 60,76,80,265)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Italic (8.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #8 (Seite 60,80)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Roman (10.0 pt) ist ausstanzend #20 (Seite 7,60,76,80)
Schwarze Schrift Times-Italic (10.0 pt) ist ausstanzend #9 (Seite 60,76,80)
Schwarze Schrift TimesNewRoman (8.5 pt) ist ausstanzend #1 (Seite 265)
Schwarze Schrift Helvetica-Oblique (10.0 pt) ist ausstanzend #1 (Seite 80)


Sonstige Informationen
Verwendete Einstellungen: Gulde_Standard


Farbseparationen: 4
CMYK


Seite 1 - 3
Seite 4
Seite 5 - 6
Seite 7
Seite 8 - 59
Seite 60
Seite 61 - 75
Seite 76
Seite 77 - 79
Seite 80
Seite 81 - 93
Seite 94 - 95
Seite 96
Seite 97
Seite 98 - 234
Seite 235 - 236
Seite 237 - 245
Seite 246
Seite 247 - 264
Seite 265
Seite 266 - 402
Farbig: 12   Schwarzweiß: 390


Farbräume
DeviceCMYK / DeviceGray


Schriften: 14
ArialUnicodeMS TrueType (CID) / Identity-H / eingebettete Untergruppe
Calibri TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe
Calibri,Italic TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe
CambriaMath TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe
Helvetica Type1 / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
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Helvetica-Oblique Type1 / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
LucidaSansUnicode TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe
Tahoma TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe
Times-Bold Type1 / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
Times-BoldItalic Type1 / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
Times-Italic Type1 / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
Times-Roman Type1 / WinAnsi / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRoman TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe
TimesNewRoman,Bold TrueType / Build-In / eingebettete Untergruppe







