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When Asked Who Is Your Neighbour 
Tim and Kay Winn Have Responded: 

-pnD t> rnnw con« (Lev 19.34) 
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Note on Policy 

The majority of representations of Hebrew reconstructions of Musar leMevin 
are taken from DJD 34. Any alterations to DJD 34 are footnoted. On the few 
occasions that the Hebrew is taken from Tigchelaar's reconstruction this is 
noted as well. English translations of Musar leMevin are mine unless 
otherwise indicated. Most diacritical markings are not included in the 
representation of the Hebrew fragments. 



CHAPTER 1 

Review of Research and Remaining Issues 

1. Introduction 

Among the documents discovered in the caves around Khirbet Qumran was a 
previously unknown sapiential composition. Since its discovery, this 
document has been discussed under a variety of titles or designations: 
I'DQ^ "1010 ('instruction for an understanding one'), Sapiential Work A, 
4QInstruction, Instruction and 4Q415ff. Since the publication of the document 
in the Discoveries in the Judaean Desert (DJD 34) series in 1999 the work 
has been discussed simply as 4QInstruction with greater regularity.1 This 
document survives, however, not only in materials from Cave 4 (4Q415-418, 
423) but also from Cave 1 (1Q26); therefore, it would be accurate to refer to 
the composition as a whole without cave designation. Furthermore, the use of 
the title Instruction becomes pedantic as the document is concerned in large 
part with sapiential instruction. In light of these considerations, the Hebrew 
title Musar leMevin will be the title used throughout the present study.2 

This work will be focused upon issues of reception with a particular 
emphasis on the use and influence of creation traditions as derived from 
Genesis in Musar leMevin. The significance of traditions related to Genesis 1-
3, both explicit and non-explicit usages, will be identified and explored in 
relation to the document as a whole. Traditions stemming from the creation 
account in Genesis often appear to be the basis for framing both anthropologic 
and angelic conceptions in the document. In addition, other motifs (e.g. 
iTH] n ) in Musar leMevin may be better understood in light of a sustained 
investigation of these traditions. Relations between the addressees, fellow 
humankind, angels as well as issues pertaining to women and marriage are 
each significant themes that will be addressed. 

1 J. STRUGNELL, D. J. HARRINGTON, T. ELGVIN (eds.), Discoveries in the Judaean Desert 
XXXIV: Sapiential Texts Part 2, 4QInstruction (Musar I'Mevin): 4Q415ff. with a Re-edition 
of 1Q26 by John Strugnell and Daniel J. Harrington, S. J., and an edition of 4Q423 by Torleif 
Elgvin, in Consultation with Joseph A. FITZMYER, S. J. (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999). 

2 'Sapiential Work A' was a working title that was never intended to be a permanent 
designation. The frequent use of '4QInstruction' elsewhere is not accurate in the context of 
speaking about a document as a whole but rather manuscripts. 
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The purpose of this chapter is first to introduce the document Musar 
leMevin and its characteristics, then to review selected scholarly contributions 
to studying it. Issues and controversies surrounding current discussions on the 
document, such as provenance, reconstruction, and the nature of instruction 
will be the focus of attention. After this assessment considerations of some 
tasks that await research will be made. 

2. General Information on the Document 

Manuscripts. An introduction to the document Musar leMevin that offers a 
number of generally agreed upon observations may be provided. 
Nevertheless, detailing any sort of broad picture will be impossible at this 
point. Regarding issues of palaeography, for instance, it may be 
uncomplicated to note that manuscripts evidence scribal hands that date to 
between the late 1st century BCE and early 1st century CE.3 However, that six 
manuscripts of this document were found in Caves 1 and 4 is not a 
straightforward matter; it remains uncertain how many manuscripts are 
preserved among the fragments from Cave 4. In particular, the manuscript 
designated '4Q418' may actually consist of more than two manuscripts, and 
4Q424, not usually counted among the six manuscripts, may also be a copy of 
Musar leMevin. Thus it is more accurate to say, by way of introduction, that 
there were at least six manuscripts of Musar leMevin discovered in the two 
caves. Furthermore, the materials disclose that the document originally 
consisted of between approximately 23 and 30 columns, making it one of the 
lengthier documents among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The combination of these 
facts indicate the likelihood of the work's importance and popularity, 
generally, at least during the Herodian period: (1) fragments were found in 
Caves 1 and 4; and (2) a number of manuscripts, at least six in number, were 
discovered. With these considerations in mind, it can be further noted that 
Musar leMevin is a sapiential document written in Hebrew, extant in hands 
that date to about the turn of the Common Era, and was a significant and 
substantial document within the Qumran library. 

Extent of Fragments. Observations made in relation to the material 
fragments, the largest and most significant as well as the vast number of 

3 According to the editors of DJD XXXIV 4Q416 and 4Q418 are written in a hand that is 
transitional between Hasmonean and early Herodian. 4Q418a is early Herodian or perhaps 
even late Hasmonean. 4Q415 and 4Q417 display early Herodian script while 4Q423 
represents a middle to late Herodian hand and 1Q26 is somewhere between early or middle 
Herodian. E L G V I N argues that all copies are Herodian. 4Q416 is the youngest, written in an 
early Herodian hand, while 4Q423 and 1Q26 are the oldest, written in a middle Herodian 
hand. See ELGVIN, 'Reconstruction of Sapiential Work A (*),' in RevQ 16 (1995): 559-80. 
The document almost certainly has an earlier provenance that palaeographic analysis reveals. 
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smaller and more obscure fragments, serve to introduce Musar leMevin 
further. The largest single fragment is 4Q416 2 i-iv; even here, most of the 
lines of these columns are incomplete and less than half are preserved from 
margin to margin. Column iii is the best preserved with 20 lines extant in 
relatively good condition. The adjoining column ii is the next best preserved 
with 22 lines, all of which are incomplete. 13 lines of column iv are extant, 
but only from the left margin to the middle of the column. Only 7 lines of the 
bottom left corner of column i survive while the top 17 lines on the right of 
the column survive as a separate fragment. The 18-line fragment of 4Q416 1 
is particularly important as it has a wide margin on the right that appears to be 
the beginning of the scroll. Another of the larger fragments is 4Q417 1 i; it 
survives in 27 lines of which lines 7-18 are preserved from margin to margin. 
4Q417 2 i is a large fragment as well with 28 extant lines. Other larger 
fragments are 4Q418 55 (12 lines), 4Q418 69 (15 lines), 4Q418 81 (20 lines), 
4Q418 103 (9 lines), 4Q418 126 (17 lines), 4Q418 127 (7 lines), and 4Q423 
1, 2 (9 lines). Not a single column of Musar leMevin survives in full, and the 
overwhelming majority of fragments do not even preserve a complete line. 
The smaller fragments number to over 400 and range in size from several 
incomplete lines down to single letter fragments. Just under 300 of these 
fragments have been assigned to '4Q418'. 

Addressee{s). Musar leMevin is written primarily as a work addressed to a 
single individual (2nd person address); as the Hebrew title implies, it is 
directed at one who is told to understand (}"3D nntfl), understands 
(•pnob ~I010), and at times simply 'you' (nr.Nl see 4Q418 81). It does, however, 
contain a third person masculine address at one point (4Q416 1) and, 
surprisingly, at another point it has an address in the second person feminine 
(4Q415 2 ii). There are also a number of occurrences of second person 
masculine plural suffixes throughout the document (see for example 
or nnDTB in 4Q417 1 i 27). 

The author(s) of the composition are concerned with financial transactions 
and family matters, but these concerns are placed within the framework of an 
eschatological and cosmological context. Musar leMevin has elements of an 
apocalyptic worldview that emphasises pursuit of the knowledge of good and 
evil, creation, angelology, a division of humanity and conceptions of future 
judgement and vindication for the righteous.4 Especially important in the 
document is the frequent and variously termed command to pursue 
(]na, p , e n , CD'nn, npb, oris) the rrn] n (approximately 28 occurrences), a 
phrase used to refer to an esoteric revelation that is the source of wisdom. One 
final note is the document's emphasis on the addressee's poverty. This alone 

4 See both J. J. COLLINS in Apocalyptic Imagination (New York: Crossroads, 1984) and 
more recently, M. J. GOFF, The Worldly and Heavenly Wisdom of 4QInstruction (STDJ 50; 
Leiden: Brill, 2003) pp. 80-115. 
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is apparent from the frequent use of the term nonD ('lacking'; 'poverty'), 
which occurs approximately 26 times throughout Musar leMevin. 

The various issues raised and scholarly contributions to reading and 
reconstructing Musar leMevin will be summarised below. A review of these 
topics will aid in setting the exploration of 'intertextual' occurrences within 
the framework of present scholarship. Issues such as the social setting of 
Musar leMevin, its relationship to other early Jewish literature, genre, and 
occurrences of unique motifs will precede the examination of the influence of 
creation traditions. 

3. History of Research 

The document Musar leMevin has only been the subject of study in any 
noticeable way since the mid-1990's. The first reasonably accessible 
transcription of the manuscripts became available to the academic community 
in Wacholder and Abegg's Preliminary Edition in 1992.5 John Strugnell had 
originally been given the rights to publish the manuscripts. As was the case 
with a large number of documents the Wacholder editions were followed by 
the relatively rapid production of critical editions in the DJD series. The nine-
line fragment of 1Q26 was first published in DJD I in 19556and was re-edited 
in DJD 34. To date, there are a growing number of articles that give particular 
attention to Musar leMevin.7 In addition, several monographs have devoted 

5 B. Z. WACHOLDER and M. G. ABEGG (eds.), A Preliminary Edition of the Unpublished 
Dead Sea Scrolls: The Hebrew and Aramaic Texts from Cave 4 (Washington, D.C.: Biblical 
Archaeology Society, 1991-1992): 44-154. 

6 D. BARTHÉLÉMY and J. T. MILIK, DJD I: Qumran Cave 1 (Oxford: Clarendon, 1955). 
7 J. K. AITKEN, 'Apocalyptic, Revelation and Early Jewish Wisdom Literature,' in P. J. 

HARLAND and R. HAYWARD (eds.), New Heaven and New Earth: Prophecy and the 
Millennium. Essays in Honour of Anthony Gelston (SVT 77; Leiden: Brill, 1999) pp. 181-93; 
J. E. BURNS, 'Practical Wisdom in 4QInstruction,' in DSD 11 (2004): 12-42; J. J. COLLINS, 
'In the Likeness of the Holy Ones: The Creation of Humankind in a Wisdom Text from 
Qumran,' in D. W. PARRY and E. ULRICH (eds.), The Provo International Conference on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls: Technological Innovations, New Texts, and Reformulated Issues (Leiden: 
Brill, 1999) pp. 609-18; 'Wisdom Reconsidered, in Light of the Scrolls,' in DSD 4 (1997): 
265-81; T. ELGVIN, 'Admonition Texts from Qumran Cave 4,' in J. J. COLLINS et al. (eds.), 
Methods of Investigation of the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Khirbet Qumran Site: Present 
Realities and Future Prospects (New York: New York Academy of Sciences, 1994) pp. 179-
96; 'Early Essene Eschatology: Judgment and Salvation According to Sapiential Work A,' in 
D. W. PARRY and S. D. RLCKS (eds.), Current Research and Technological Developments 
(STDJ 20; Leiden: Brill, 1996) pp. 126-65; 'The Mystery to Come: Early Essene Theology of 
Revelation,' in Th. L. THOMPSON, F. H. CRYER (eds.), Qumran Between the Old and New 
Testament (JSOTSupp 290; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998) pp. 113-50; 'The 
Reconstruction of Sapiential Work A,' in RevQ 16 (1995): 559-80; 'Wisdom, Revelation, and 
Eschatology in an Early Essene Writing,' in SBLSP 34 (1995): 444-63; 'Wisdom and 
Apocalypticism in the Early Second Century BCE: the Evidence of 4QInstruction,' in L. H. 
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considerable attention to Musar leMevin and a few monographs focus on the 
document exclusively. Eibert Tigchelaar's volume addresses, 
comprehensively, the reconstruction and sequencing of fragments of the 

SHIFFMAN, E. Tov and J. C. VANDERKAM (eds.), The Dead Sea Scrolls Fifty Years After their 
Discovery: Proceedings of the Jerusalem Congress 1997 (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration 
Society, 2000) pp. 226-47; 'Wisdom With and Without Apocalyptic,' in D. K. FALK, F. 
GARCÍA MARTÍNEZ and E. M. SCHULLER (eds.), Sapiential, Liturgical and Poetical Texts 
from Qumran: Proceedings of the Third Meeting of the International Organization for 
Qumran Studies Oslo 1998 (Leiden: Brill, 2000) pp. 15-38; J. FREY, 'The Notion of Flesh in 
4QInstruction and the Background of Pauline Usage,' in D. K. FALK, F. GARCÍA MARTÍNEZ 
and E. M. SCHULLER (eds.), Sapiential, Liturgical and Poetical Texts from Qumran: 
Proceedings of the Third Meeting of the International Organization for Qumran Studies Oslo 
1998 (Leiden: Brill, 2000) pp. 197-226; M. J. GOFF, 'Reading Wisdom at Qumran: 
4Qinstruction and the Hodayot,' in DSD 11 (2004): 263-88; G. IBBA, 'II "Libro dei Misteri" 
(1Q27, F. 1): Testo escatologico,' in Henoch 21 (1999): 73-84; D. J. HARRINGTON, 'The Räz 
Nihyeh in a Qumran Wisdom Text (1Q26, 4Q415-418, 423),' in RevQ 17 (1996): 549-53; 
'Ten Reasons Why the Qumran Wisdom Texts are Important,' in DSD 4 (1997): 245-54; 
'Wisdom at Qumran,' in E. ULRICH and J. C. VANDERKAM (eds.), The Community of the 
Renewed Covenant: the Notre Dame Symposium on the Dead Sea Scrolls (Notre Dame: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 1994) pp. 137-52; 'Two Early Jewish Approaches to 
Wisdom: Sirach and Qumran Sapiential Work A,' in JSP 16 (1997): 25-38; 'The Qumran 
Sapiential Texts in the Context of Biblical (OT and NT) and Second Temple Literature,' in L. 
H. SCHIFFMAN, E. Tov and J. C. VANDERKAM (eds.), The Dead Sea Scrolls Fifty Years After 
their Discovery: Proceedings of the Jerusalem Congress 1997 (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration 
Society, 2000) pp. 256-62; A. LANGE, 'Wisdom and Predestination in the DSS,' in DSD 2 
(1995): 340-54; E. PUECH and A. STEUDEL, 'Un nouveau fragment de manuscript 
4QInstruction (XQ7 = 4Q417 ou 418),' in RevQ 19 (2000): 623-27; M. MORGENSTERN, 'The 
Meaning of D-fTe rrn in the Qumran Wisdom Texts,' in JJS 51 (2000): 141-44; J. E. SMITH, 
'Another Look at 4Q416 2 ii.21, a Critical Parallel to First Thessalonians 4:4,' in CBQ 63 
(2001): 499-504; J. STRUGNELL, 'The Sapiential Work 4Q415f f . and pre-Qumranic Works 
from Qumran: Lexigraphic Considerations,' in D. W. PARRY and E. ULRICH (eds.), The 
Provo International Conference on the Dead Sea Scrolls: Technological Innovations, New 
Texts, and Reformulated Issues (Leiden: Brill, 1999) pp. 595-608; E. J. C. TIGCHELAAR, 'The 
A d d r e s s e e s of 4 Q I n s t r u c t i o n , ' in D . K. FALK, F . GARCÍA MARTÍNEZ a n d E. M . SCHULLER 
(eds.), Sapiential, Liturgical and Poetical Texts from Qumran: Proceedings of the Third 
Meeting of the International Organization for Qumran Studies Oslo 1998 (Leiden: Brill, 
2000) pp. 62-78. M. KISTER, 'A Qumranic Parallel to IThess 4:4? Reading and Interpretation 
of 4Q416 2 II 21,' in DSD 10 (2003): 365-70; B. G. WOLD, 'Re-examining an Aspect of the 
Title Kyrios in Light of 4Q416 2 iii,' in ZNW 95 (2004): 149-160; 'Towards a Reconstruction 
of 4Q416 2 ii line 21: Comments on the Reconstruction of Menahem Kister,' in DSD 12 
(2005): 205-11. 

8 J. J. COLLINS, Jewish Wisdom in the Hellenistic Age (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1997); D. 
J. HARRINGTON, Wisdom Texts from Qumran (New York: Routledge, 1996); C. H. T. 
FLETCHER-LOUIS, All the Glory of Adam: Liturgical Anthropology in the DSS (Leiden: Brill, 
2002); A. LANGE, Weisheit und Prädestination: Weisheitliche Urordnung und Prädestination 
in den Textfunden von Qumran (Leiden: Brill, 1995); C. M. MURPHY, Wealth in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls and in the Qumran Community (Leiden: Brill, 2001). 
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document.9 Another monograph, devoted exclusively to Musar leMevin, is to 
be published in the near future by Torleif Elgvin as a broadly reworked 
version of his Ph.D. dissertation.10 Another noteworthy contribution to Musar 
leMevin is Armin Lange's work which devotes considerable time discussing, 
among other texts, 4Q417 1 i. John Collins's and Daniel Harrington's books 
on sapiential literature are pedagogical and introductory in nature and are thus 
not devoted to an in-depth analysis of the document. Catherine Murphy 
dedicates a chapter of her book on poverty and wealth in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
to Musar leMevin, a topic that is prominent in the document. Among Elgvin's 
publications is an article that addresses a reconstruction and sequencing of the 
fragments as well as several articles which address issues of the document's 
provenance. Several articles from the 1998 Tubingen Symposium are another 
recent contribution to studies on Musar leMevinThe Orion Center of the 
Hebrew University held a symposium in 2001 where sapiential literature from 
the Dead Sea Scrolls was the focus of the call for papers. Among the papers 
presented were several works specifically about Musar leMevin, all of which 
are due to be published soon.12 Even more recently a colloquium was held at 
the Catholic University of Leuven where a number of papers were presented 
on the document.13 

9 E. J. C. TlGCHELAAR, TO Increase Learning for the Understanding Ones: Reading and 
Reconstructing the Fragmentary Early Jewish Sapiential Text 4QInstruction (Leiden: Brill, 
2002). 

10 T. ELGVIN, An Analysis of 4QInstruction (Ph.D. dissertation, Hebrew University, 1997). 
11 C. HEMPEL, A. LANGE and H. LICHTENBERGER (eds.), The Wisdom Texts from Qumran 

and the Development of Sapiential Thought (Leuven: Peeters, 2002). Articles specifically 
written on Musar leMevin include: TlGCHELAAR, 'Towards a Reconstruction of the Beginning 
of 4QInstruction: 4Q416 Fragment 1 and Parallels'; H. NIEHR, 'Die Weisheit des Achikar und 
der musar lammabin im Vergleich'; G. J. BROOKE, 'Biblical Interpretation in the Wisdom 
Texts from Qumran'; L. T. STUCKENBRUCK, '4QInstruction and the Possible Influence of 
Early Enochic Traditions: an Evaluation'; D. J. HARRINGTON, 'Two Early Jewish Approaches 
to Wisdom: Sirach and Qumran Sapiential Work A' ; C. HEMPEL, 'The Qumran Sapiential 
Texts and the Rule Books'; J. DOCHHORN '«Sie wird dir nicht ihre Kraft geben»: Adam, Kain 
und der Ackerbau in 4Q423 2 3 und Apc Mos 24'; J. FREY, 'Flesh and Spirit in the 
Palestinian Jewish Sapiential Tradition and in the Qumran Texts: An Inquiry into the 
Background of Pauline Usage'. 

12 The Sixth International Symposium; Sapiential Perspectives: Wisdom Literature in 
Light of the Dead Sea Scrolls Proceedings of the Sixth International Symposium of the Orion 
Center, 20-22 May, G. STERLING and J. J. COLLINS (eds.) (Leiden: Brill, forthcoming); papers 
presented on Musar leMevin: J. J. COLLINS, 'The Eschatologizing of Wisdom in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls'; D. DIMANT, 'Mussar La-mevin (4QInstruction) - a Sectarian Wisdom'; T. ELGVIN, 
'Priestly Sages? The Milieus of Origin of 4QMysteries and 4QInstruction'; L. H. SCHIFFMAN, 
'Halakhic Elements in the Sapiential Texts'; B. G. WRIGHT, 'The Categories of Rich and 
Poor in the Qumran Sapiential Literature'. 

13 F. GARCI'A MARTÎNEZ (ed.), Wisdom and Apocalypticism in the Dead Sea Scrolls 
(BETL 168; Leuven: Peeters, 2003); papers presented on Musar leMevin: E. PUECH, 'Apports 
des Textes Apocalyptiques et Sapientiels de Qumrân: A l'eschatologie du Judaïsme Ancien'; 
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I am aware of at least two Ph.D. dissertations recently published on Musar 
leMevin.14 

4. Issues Addressed in Recent Publications 

Most of the activity surrounding Musar leMevin has centred on a number of 
areas: (1) theological motifs; (2) similarities and differences with other 
sapiential literature; and (3) the relationship of this document to the other 
literature of early Judaism and, especially, the 'sectarian community'. The last 
mentioned has been one of the more controversial of these issues. In 
particular, discussion has been focused on the translation and interpretation of 
particular phrases and concepts within Musar leMevin. Less prominent, but of 
great significance, has been the endeavour to reconstruct the manuscripts and 
sequence columns. The following is a review of scholarship on these issues by 
topic. The purpose here will be to: (1) summarise conclusions which have 
been reached on basic issues; (2) highlight continuing issues of contention; 
and (3) identify previously unexamined areas for further study. 

4.1 Provenance 

Musar leMevin, as scholars have observed since the beginning of research on 
the document, contains practical wisdom instruction alongside eschatological 
and apocalyptic motifs. This combination receives considerable attention by 
Lange in his book Weisheit und Prädestination in which he attempts to relate 
Musar leMevin to other previously unknown documents from Qumran 
{Instruction on the Two Spirits and the Book of Mysteries). Harrington has 
compared and contrasted the approaches to wisdom in Musar leMevin and 
Sirach15 and provides a general introduction to the former in his book.16 In his 
more recent articles Harrington places Musar leMevin in the context of 
biblical and early Jewish literature.17 Collins, in Jewish Wisdom in the 
Hellenistic Age, introduces the document and its character briefly against the 
backdrop of almost every conceivable wisdom document known from early 

C. COULOT, 'L' image de Dieu dans les écrits de sagesse 1Q26, 4Q415-418, 4Q423'; J. J. 
COLLINS, 'The Mysteries of God: Creation and Eschatology in 4QInstruction and the Wisdom 
of Solomon'; D. J. HARRINGTON, 'Wisdom and Apocalyptic in 4QInstruction and 4 Ezra'. 

14 GOFF, 'The Worldly and Heavenly Wisdom'; D. J. JEFFERIES, 'Wisdom at Qumran: A 
Form-Critical Analysis of the Admonitions in 4QInstruction' (Gorgias Dissertations NES 3; 
Piscataway: Gorgias Press, 2002). GOFF also published an article from his dissertation 'The 
Mystery of Creation in 4QInstruction,' in DSD 10 (2003): 163-86. 

15 HARRINGTON, 'TWO Early'. 
16 HARRINGTON, Wisdom Texts. 
17 HARRINGTON, 'The Qumran'. 
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Judaism.18 In a more recent article Collins addresses wisdom as a literary 
category and situates Musar leMevin, taking its unusual characteristics into 
account, within that literary form.19 There, Collins challenges previously held 
notions of what characterises a wisdom composition and attempts to offer a 
developmental history of wisdom. The editors of DJD 34, Elgvin, 
Stuckenbruck and Tigchelaar all consider Musar leMevin's relationship to 1 
Enoch?0 The esoteric and apocalyptic nature of wisdom in Musar leMevin is 
often contrasted with that of other more typical sapiential documents, most 
frequently Sirach. Elgvin views Musar leMevin as a conflation of two literary 
layers: (1) an older traditional sapiential work and (2) a later apocalyptic 
layer.21 Elgvin's view dramatically alters Musar leMevin's place and 
provenance within early Jewish wisdom compositions and will be discussed 
below. 

4.2 The Relationship to the 'Sectarian Community' 

The issue of Musar leMevin's relationship to compositions of the Qumran 
group has been the focus of numerous discussions. Some scholars who have 
written about Musar leMevin have made their position known in this regard 
while others have spent considerable time defending the nuances of their 
particular view. Relating Musar leMevin to the Qumran community and other 
documents in early Judaism has helped to narrow the milieu in which the 
document is interpreted. Several approaches have been employed to place this 
composition in both its social as well as literary context. The basic initial 
question has been whether or not Musar leMevin should be regarded as a 
sectarian document. A sub-question in this regard is the identity of the 
addressees and their social setting. It is most conceivable that the author(s) of 
the document provide instruction with various people in mind.22 

18 COLLINS, Jewish Wisdom. 
19 COLLINS, 'Wisdom Reconsidered,' and, 'Wisdom, Apocalypticism and Generic 

C o m p a t i b i l i t y , ' i n L . G . PERDUE, B . B . SCOTT a n d W . J . WISEMAN ( e d s . ) , In Search of 
Wisdom. Essays in Memory of J. G. Gammie (Lousville: Westminster, 1993): 165-85. 

20 DJD XXXIV, p p . 3 4 - 3 5 ; ELGVIN, ' A n a l y s i s ' ; STUCKENBRUCK, ' 4 Q I n s t r u c t i o n ' ; 
TIGCHELAAR, TO Increase Learning. 

21 ELGVIN, 'Wisdom and Apocalypticism,' p. 226. HEMPEL, 'The Qumran Sapiential 
Texts,' pp. 281-83; considers that it is conceivable that the work is composite and is 
comprised of traditional sapiential material together with other parts from a community in 
early Judaism, though not the Yahad. However, she notes a close link between the abstract 
(theological) and practical instruction (e.g. 4Q416 2 iii 20-21) which can not be easily 
separated. If the document is indeed a composite work, she argues, the two types of material 
are closely interwoven. 

22 TIGCHELAAR also argues 'that Instruction consists of different sections directed to 
varying addressees'; see To Increase Learning, p. 236 and 'The Addressees'. The various 
singular, plural, masculine and feminine addresses indicate different intended audiences. In 
addition, there may be multiple classes as well, such as priestly and non-priestly categories. 
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Before considering the relationship of Musar leMevin to the so-called 
'Essene', or Qumran community, it is necessary to question what criteria are 
used to evaluate the inclusion or exclusion of a document to this group. In an 
article concerned mainly with providing such criteria for determining 
sectarian works, Lange sets forth and evaluates standards that have been 
suggested for excluding and including documents to this classification.23 This 
work is valuable for organising criteria to evaluate the origin of manuscripts 
that may otherwise not have appeared in conjunction with one another. 
Although some of Lange's criteria are debatable or perhaps rigid in 
conception, critical interaction between them and discussions surrounding the 
provenance of Musar leMevin will be beneficial. 

There are numerous manuscripts represented in the texts from Qumran 
preserving various theological and ethical positions. Some manuscripts 
predate the settlement at Qumran and the Essene inhabitants and, therefore, it 
is clear that many of the texts found at Qumran do not have an Essene origin. 
In his article, Lange summarises the numerous attempts that have been made 
to differentiate and categorise documents from the Qumran library. He gleans 
from these suggestions a streamlined list for evaluating potential Essene 
works. However, the redactional activity of the Essenes complicates the issue, 
since there are documents that could be understood as originating with the 
Essene's in addition to those that were likely adopted and reworked by the 
Essenes. This issue leads one to question which documents should be 
assigned as strictly originating from the settlement at Qumran and, therefore, 
used as a foundation for investigating criteria for determining Essene texts. 
Lange allows for the Pesharim, which are only known from the Qumran 
Library, and manuscripts of Serekh haYahad to be associated with the 
community. These two text groups serve as the point of departure for 
evaluating forms and themes to be associated with the Essenes and the basis 
for developing these criteria of exclusion and inclusion. Lange's list of criteria 
have been modified, summarized and translated below. They will serve as a 
guide to appraise the relationship of Musar leMevin to other sectarian works 
as well as evaluate the conclusions others have made about this relationship. 

23 LANGE, 'Kriterien essenischer Texte,' in J. FREY and H. STEGEMANN (eds.) Qumran 
kontrovers: Beiträge zu den Textfunden vom Toten Meer (Bonifatius: Paderborn, 2003) pp. 
59-69. The use of the title 'Essene' is problematic and as LICHTENBERGER discusses should 
be discussed in relation to the Qumran community: '"Essener" und "essenisch" sollen hier 
auf die antiken Berichte, "Qumrangemeinde" und "qumranisch" auf die Texte von Qumran 
bezogen werden,' LICHTENBERGER, Studien zum Menschenbild in Texten der 
Qumrangemeinde (SUNT 15; Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1980) p. 14. C. HEMPEL, 
'Kriterien zur Bestimmung „essenischer Verfasserschaft" von Qumran texten,' pp. 71-88 in 
the same collection as LANGE'S article also discusses the subject of 'Essenes' and is cautious 
relating this group to the sectarian Qumran group. See also LANGE and LICHTENBERGER, 
'Qumran,' in TRE vol. 28 (1997) pp. 45-79. 
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Exclusive Criteria: 

(1) Pesharim and Serekh haYahad only use the tetragrammaton when quoting and it appears 
typically in paleo-Hebrew letters. A free use of the tetragrammaton is not observed. The latest 
work that uses it is the book of Daniel and the book of Jubilees. The use of the 
tetragrammaton in the Pesharim and Serekh haYahad is similar to the use elsewhere in the 
literature from the middle of the 2nd c. BCE. The Pesharim and Serekh haYahad also avoid 
using D'n^K and one seldom finds 'TTIK and IE?' btt. Therefore, a free use of the 
tetragrammaton excludes a document from being classified as Essene. 
(2) lQpHab xi 4-8 describes the Wicked Priest's persecution of the Teacher of Righteousness 
on Yom Kippur. In all likelihood the Essenes used a different calendar and celebrated 
holidays on different days than the priests in the Jerusalem Temple. This is confirmed by 
4Q259. At the end of the Community Rule the calendrical text 4QOtot is numbered 4Q319 
and, yet, belongs to 4Q259. This document is concerned with one of several calendars that 
attest a 364-day-solar-calendar in which the year is divided into 12 months each with 30 days 
with a total of 52 weeks. The 364-day-calendar is older than the Essene movement. One can 
find similar systems in the book of Jubilees and Enochic Literature. Presumably, any 
document that does not at least attempt to reconcile calendrical issues with the Essenes, such 
as the 354-day-lunar-calendar, should be excluded. 
(3) Every text that is identified as Essene based upon other criteria is written in Hebrew. An 
Aramaic, Greek or Nabatean text is, therefore, certainly not Essene. 
(4) Since the Damascus Document produced the point of origination of the Essene 
community about 150 years BCE, one must finally consider any document produced before 
this time as either not Essene or at least proto-Essene. 

Inclusive Criteria: 

(1) According to Pesharim and Serekh haYahad Essene texts use a typical terminology, 
which reflects an Essene self-understanding. For example, they refer to themselves with 
phrases such as: "irrn resu ('Council of the Community'), i rrn ('men of the 
community'), i rrn mi> ('Gathering of the Community') and rP""Qn ('the Covenant'). 
However, these designations cannot serve as a criterion of exclusion since the Essenes could 
have taken them over from others. Within the category of 'terminology' should be included 
the central characters of the Essene movement: the Teacher of Righteousness, Seeker of the 
Torah, Wicked Priest, Man of Lies, Men of Mockery, Seekers of Smooth Things, and Lion of 
Wrath. 
(2) The Pesharim reflect a critical distance from the Jerusalem Temple and its priesthood. 
The Essenes were apparently upset because of non-Zadokite high priests and a false calendar 
and, therefore, considered the Jerusalem Temple to be unclean. The Essenes then understood 
their community to be a spiritual human temple in which their liturgical worship was 
considered sacrificial. 
(3) This distance to the Jerusalem Temple corresponds in the Pesharim and Serekh haYahad 
to a clear understanding that the Pharisees and Jerusalem priests abandoned the Torah. 
Adherence to the Torah, according to Essene opinion, is only possible within their community 
through the revelation of the Teacher of Righteousness. This key hermeneutical role of the 
Teacher of Righteousness is evident from his title: rmnn 0111 ('Seeker of the Torah'). The 
Essene followers designated themselves as: nnnn "OW ('Doers of the Torah'). 
(4) The worldview of the Essenes is shaped from a cosmic and ethical dualism, in which 
anyone who is not Essene has been predestined to perish in an eschatological judgement. 
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