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Introduction 

"Identity emerges as a kind of unsettled space, 
or an unresolved question in that space, be-
tween a number of intersecting discourses. 
My purpose is to mark some of those points 
of intersection, especially around the question 
of cultural identity, and to explore them in 
relation to the subject of ethnicity in politics" 

S. Hall, Ethnicity 339. 

This book is concerned with the ways in which Philo constructed Jewish identity 
and culture in first-century Alexandria. It deals with questions such as: what 
made Philo a Jew in his own eyes? Where did he draw boundaries between "us" 
and "them"? Furthermore, which features of cultural life did Philo distinguish as 
Jewish? What was for him a Jewish cultural discourse? All of these questions are 
patently modern. They derive from relatively recent theories and are closely 
related to a burgeoning literature on ethnic identity and nationhood. In an age 
which has witnessed both the collapse of seemingly stable categories and the re-
emergence of hitherto obsolete ethnicities, questions of identity and culture 
naturally impose themselves. In Israel in particular such issues cannot be avoided 
by anyone consciously trying to understand his or her life in a wider intellectual 
context. Recent discussions, however, have often been informed by the specific 
conditions of modernity, such as printing, industrialisation and the nation-state.1 

This leads us to question their relevance to situations other than modern; to 
ascertain whether they apply exclusively to our own age or not. Close investiga-
tion does in fact reveal that modern scholarship has developed some theoretical 
categories which do transcend their particular time and are extremely useful for 

1 This is especially true for the so-called "modernist" school which has stressed the 
uniqueness of modern nationalism and its intrinsic connection to the conditions of moder-
nity, see: E. Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (Oxford 1983); idem, Culture, Identity, and 
Politics (Cambridge 1987); B. Anderson, Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin 
and Spread of Nationalism (London 1991, 2nd revised ed.); for a systematic criticism of this 
approach, see: A. Hastings, The Construction of Nationhood. Ethnicity, Religion and Nation-
alism (Cambridge 1997); R. Poole, Nation and Identity (London andNewYork 1999) 18-23; 
D. McCrone, The Sociology of Nationalism. Tomorrow's ancestors (London and New York 
1998) 1-21; see also: A.D. Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations (Oxford 1986), who 
emphasized the significant continuity between concepts of ethnicity in the past and notions 
of nationhood in the present. 
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a proper understanding of periods other than modern. They throw new light on 
Philo and uncover aspects of his writings hitherto overlooked. 

The theoretical models underlying the present study concern the idea that 
identity and culture are social constructs. Benedikt Anderson has stressed the 
constructed nature of collective identity in his felicitous and by now famous 
phrase that a nation "is an imagined political community" which is rooted in 
large cultural systems.2 As some commentators have noted, Anderson's defini-
tion implies an approval of national communities which are seen as products of 
positive intellectual creativity.3 Each community is thought to be constituted in 
its own particular way. It can be distinguished from others by its rather unique 
form of creating both a sense of belonging and difference. Anderson assigned to 
written texts in vernacular languages a crucial role in the emergence of imag-
ined communities. This type of literature creates in his view the necessary 
forum for addressing potential members and shaping their collective self-
awareness (25-46). These theoretical notions are sufficiently general to be 
helpful in thinking about related issues in pre-modern societies as well. The 
creative role of texts in forming a public discourse about national identity and 
culture can, it seems, be investigated in most historical contexts. Anderson's 
own analysis of historical material, on the other hand, is highly problematic and 
leaves the reader without specific guidelines for further study.4 Such guide-
lines may be gleaned from the works of scholars who have described general 
features of constructing ethnic identity and culture: Frederik Barth and Clifford 
Geertz.5 

Barth stressed in a seminal paper that the decisive factor defining ethnic 
identity is the group's subjective sense of itself as belonging together and 
differing from others. He made scholars sensitive to the fact that "objective" 
criteria - such as geography, language and physical characteristics - do not by 
themselves constitute ethnicity. They only become relevant in so far as they are 
chosen by the group as ethnic markers. What ultimately matters is their sym-
bolic value and not their physical existence. Barth therefore warned that com-

2 Anderson, Imagined Communities 6, the cultural roots of these imagined communities 
are discussed ibid, 9 -36; see also: Gellner, Culture, Identity, and Politics 6 -17 , who adopts 
with some qualifications Renan's voluntarist notion of a nation as involving a "daily plebi-
scite"; Hastings, Construction of Nationhood 26-7 . 

3 See especially: Poole, Nation and Identity 10-11, 18. 
4 Anderson, Imagined Communities 47-65, argued that the South American Creole popu-

lation created for the first time authentic concepts of nationhood, which were later pheno-
menologically repeated in Europe; this argument has rightly been criticized by Hastings, 
Construction of Nationhood 10-11. 

5 F. Barth, Introduction, in: idem (ed.), Ethnic Groups and Boundaries. The Social Or-
ganization of Culture Difference (Oslo/London 1969) 9-38; C. Geertz, The Interpretation of 
Cultures. Selected Essays (New York 1973) 33-54; see also: J. Assmann, Das Kulturelle 
Gedächtnis. Schrift, Erinnerung und politische Identität in frühen Hochkulturen (München 
1992) 130-60. 
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ponents of ethnic identity must not be imposed from outside upon any group. A 
procedure which relies on "objective" and thus external factors only reflects the 
onlooker's perspective, while missing the real sense of community which holds 
the group together. Scholars truly wishing to understand identity therefore have 
to acknowledge the standards set by the group itself. Relativity and subjectivity 
have to be accepted. Apparently negligible differences may thus reveal them-
selves to be major dividing lines between groups. Seemingly substantial differ-
ences, on the other hand, may prove irrelevant to the group's self-awareness. 

Barth furthermore identified certain strategies of constructing and maintain-
ing identity. In his view the "Other" always plays a crucial and primary role. 
Barth did not refer by this term to the objective reality of other societies and 
states surrounding a given group. He rather suggested that a sense of collective 
self-awareness always emerges against the background of an imagined Other 
who is contrasted to one's own group.6 Constructing the Other thus involves 
defining oneself. This may be done by pointing to a diametrical opposition 
between "us" and "them".7 It may also take the form of describing semi-perme-
able boundaries which allow for certain similarities besides decisive differ-
ences. These types of boundaries, ranging from completely impervious to barely 
visible ones, are especially relevant in the context of multi-ethnic societies. 
Contacts between various groups are not only unavoidable here, but represent a 
part of daily life which is taken for granted or even welcomed. Ethnicity is in 
such a context constructed by distinguishing specialized tasks and particular 
social roles which are considered appropriate for "us", but not for Others. 

Geertz's approach to culture is informed by a similar emphasis on the sym-
bolic meaning which a group attributes to certain aspects of its environment. 
Following Max Weber, he defined culture as "webs of significance" which man 
has created for himself.8 Understanding culture thus involves a search for so-
cially established structures of meaning and signification. As Geertz put it, we 
are not concerned with the closing and opening of the eye, but with the winks 
that are potentially conveyed by such eye movements. Culture emerges as an 
interpretative framework which renders man's action meaningful and makes 
communication with others possible. It creates a public forum in which mes-
sages are exchanged and broader structures of significance attributed to specific 
human action. These social constructs provide man with crucial guidelines 

6 E. H. Erikson, Identity. Youth and Crisis (New York 1968); idem, Childhood and Society 
(New York 1950, 2nd. rev. ed. 1963), suggested a s imilar dynamics on the level of the 
individual . 

7 S .L . Gi lman, Difference and Pathology. Stereotypes of Sexuality, Race, and Madness 
(Ithaca and London 1985), has shown that the construct ion of the Other is not only instr insic 
to any format ion of identity, but of ten goes so far as at tr ibuting pathological and abnormal 
quali t ies to the Other, which implicitly suggest the heal thiness and normat ive values of o n e ' s 
own group. 

8 Geertz , Interpretat ion of Cul tures 5. 
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without which his life would make no sense. Geertz indeed argued that human 
life would be unlivable without symbolic structures of meaning. These replace 
in his view the encompassing genetic codes with which animals are endowed, 
whose behaviour is largely determined from birth. Culture can thus be under-
stood as an acquired code which has become as natural as inborn directives. This 
sense of naturalness is achieved by establishing a correspondence between the 
particular lifestyle of a group and a transcendental order rooted in the world as 
a whole. The formation of man's character in accordance with the specific 
customs of his nation is interpreted as an adjustment to larger, overall structures 
of meaning embedded in the universe. It is precisely the function of culture to 
draw that connection between the particular and the general, thus rendering 
man's life and customs meaningful on a much broader level. 

The relationship between ethnic identity and culture is complex. Various 
interpretations have been offered. Often culture is seen as the driving force of 
national awareness. From this viewpoint, cultural distinction initially exists and 
then seeks self-expression in nationhood.9 Anthony Smith distanced himself 
from this approach and suggested more cautiously that ethnic, and subsequently 
national groups, define themselves partly by cultural components.10 Among the 
constructs which serve to define them is a myth of origin, a shared history with 
generally acknowledged heroes and a distinctive culture. Cultural components 
are in his view closely connected to the formation of ethnic identity, but do not 
precede it. Barth has taken a more radical view and criticized the very notion of 
culture engendering ethnic identity. He thinks that the relationship between 
cause and effect is precisely the other way round: identity comes first, culture 
second." The latter results from the political and social choices which have 
previously been made in the context of defining the group's identity. There is, in 
other words, no culture without a specific ethnic context. The ways in which a 
group sets itself apart from others informs both its way of life and the meaning 
it attributes to its environment. Barth's approach seems to be correct. It is 
obvious that the emergence of culture cannot be divorced from the question of 
who we are. The politics and sociology of identity necessarily play a formative 
role in creating structures of meaning. As Stuart Hall has aptly formulated it:12 

9 See especially: Gellner, Nations and Nationalism 8-38; idem, Culture, Identity, and 
Politics 12-3. 

10 Smith, Origins of Nations 21-46 . 
11 Barth, Introduction 11. This argument has provoked considerable controversy. In Jew-

ish studies it has been the one element of Barth's theory which has been rejected even by 
those who generally applied his model, see especially: S. Stern, Jewish Identity in Early 
Rabbinic Writings (Leiden 1994 = Arbeiten zur Geschichte des antiken Judentums und des 
Urchristentums 23) 135-8; S.J .D. Cohen, The Beginnings ofjewishness. Boundaries, Vari-
eties, Uncertainties (Berkeley 1999) 5 -6 . 

12 S. Hall, Ethnicity: Identity and Difference, in: G. Eley and R. G. Suny (eds.), Becoming 
National. A Reader (New York 1996) 347. 
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There is no way . . . in which people of the world can act, can speak, can create . . . can 
begin to reflect on their own exper ience unless they come f rom some place ... You have 
to posit ion yourself somewhere in order to say anything at all. Thus , we cannot do 
without that sense of our own posi t ioning that is connoted by the term ethnicity. 

Constructs of ethnic identity must therefore be studied before culture can be 
properly appreciated. Culture indeed needs to be understood in the overall 
context of identity. Its importance, however, must not therefore be underesti-
mated. As Ross Poole put it:13 

If, as Renan argued, the exis tence of a nation is the 'daily p lebisc i te ' , then it is the 
national culture which secures the votes. 

The notion of identity and culture as social constructs furthermore attributes a 
significant role to historical circumstances. If the idea of objective, stable 
identity and premordial culture is abandoned, relativity must be acknowledged. 
We must then accept the fact that concepts of identity and culture are constantly 
undergoing change. They are in a permanent flow and respond to the changing 
circumstances of history. The nature and outcome of a group's "daily plebi-
scite" naturally depend on the conditions of the day. Hall therefore rightly 
spoke about the construction of difference as "a never finished process" taking 
place in the changing narratives we tell about ourselves.14 

These theoretical approaches to identity and culture provide new perspec-
tives on Philo of Alexandria. They initially draw our attention to the fact that the 
views which transpire in his writings are constructs. They are the result of the 
author's creative imagination and particular choices, rather than a reflection of 
given facts. His discussions on Jewish identity and culture can therefore not be 
understood by reference to external criteria, such as the Bible and rabbinic 
literature. They must instead be appreciated by asking what made Philo a Jew 
in his own eyes. Where, in other words, did he himself decide to draw bounda-
ries between "us" and "them"? Who were for him significant Others from 
whom he distinguished the characteristic features of being Jewish? Further-
more, what was for him a Jewish cultural discourse? How did he make sense of 
the specific customs of his people in a broader context of meaning? 

Philo's views on Jewish identity and culture must moreover be appreciated as 
social constructs which have emerged under particular and changing circum-
stances. Neither internal stability nor detachment from the environment can be 
assumed. We must instead acknowledge that Philo wrote for a specific audience 
whom he addressed in terms meaningful at the time. His works had a definite 

13 Poole, Nation and Identity 35. 
14 Hall, Ethnicity 345; see also: idem, Cultural Identity and Diaspora, in: J. Rutherford 

(ed.), Identity. Community, Culture, Difference (London 1990) 222-37, where he discusses 
in a highly illuminating way the changing and creative constructions of Jamaican/Black 
identity in contemporary cinema. 
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social context and were grounded in contemporary concerns.15 Philo himself 
moreover developed and changed in the course of his life, switching emphases 
as he encountered new circumstances. Justice must be done to these changes as 
far as the often undatable sources allow.16 This holds especially true for Philo's 
construction of Jewish identity. In this area we can often distinguish significant 
developments both on external and internal grounds. These must be understood 
against the background of contemporary events. 

Focusing on the immediate context of Philo's work leads us to a hitherto 
overlooked component: Rome. While her influence has increasingly been ac-
knowledged regarding Palestinian figures, such as Herod, Josephus and Luke, 
it has thus far been neglected in the case of Philo.17 To be sure, Philo's works 
have previously been analysed with a view to Roman rule. Yet such studies 
tended to concentrate almost exclusively on the Legatio and In Flaccum which 
were used as sources for the history of the Jews under Roman rule.18 Rome's 

15 See also: G . E . Sterl ing, 'The School Of Sacred L a w s ' : The Social Sett ing Of Phi lo ' s 
Treatises, Vigiliae Christianae 53.2 (1999) 148-64 , who has suggested a useful reconstruc-
tion of some aspects of Phi lo ' s social envi ronment . 

16 The chronology of Phi lo ' s works is notoriously di f f icul t to settle and has been the 
subject of much scholarly controversy, see especial ly the divergent v iews of L. Cohn , 
Einle i tung und Chronologie der Schr i f ten Philos, Philologus Suppl. Bd. 7 (1899) 3 8 7 - 4 3 5 , 
and L. Massebieau and E. Bréhier, Essai sur la chronologie de la vie et des oeuvres de Philon, 
RHR 53 (1906) 2 5 - 6 4 , 1 6 4 - 8 5 , 2 6 7 - 8 9 . 1 have made no at tempt to identify a specif ic order 
of works , but have relied on more l imited and secure indicat ions, such as Phi lo ' s re ference to 
his old age in the opening of the Legatio (Leg. 1). 

17 Regarding Herod, see: J. Geiger, Herod and Rome: New Aspects, in: I .M. Gafni et al. 
(eds.), The Jews in the Hellenistic-Roman World. Studies in Memory of Menahem Stern (Jeru-
salem 1996) 133-45; regarding Josephus, see: M. Goodman, Josephus as Roman Citizen, in: 
F. Parente and J. Sievers (eds.), Josephus and the History of the Greco-Roman Period. Essays 
in Memory of Morton Smith (Leiden 1994) 329-38 ; M. Goodman, The Roman Identity of 
Roman Jews, in: Gafni , The Jews in the Hellenist ic-Roman World 85-99; G. Haaland, Jewish 
Laws for a Roman Audience: Toward an Understanding of Contra Apionem in: J .U. Kalms and 
F. Siegert (eds.), Internationales Josephus-Kolloquium Brüssel 1998 (Münster 1999 = MJSt4) 
282 -304 ; J. M.G. Barclay, Judaism in Roman Dress: Josephus ' Tactics in the Contra Apionem, 
in: J .U . Kalms (ed.), Internationales Josephus-Kolloquium Aarhus 1999 (Münster 2000 = 
MJSt 6) 2 3 1 - 4 5 ; regarding Luke, see: D .R . Schwartz, On Luke-Acts and Jewish-Hellenist ic 
Historiography, unpublished paper based on a lecture delivered at the European Conference of 
the SBL (Lausanne 1997); M. Goodman , Jewish History and Roman History: Chang ing 
Methods and Preoccupat ions , in: A. Oppenhe imer (ed.), Jüdische Geschichte in helleni-
stisch-römischer Zeit. Wege der Forschung: Vom alten zum neuen Schürer (München 1999 = 
Schrif ten des Historischen Kollegs. Kolloquien 44) 75 -83 , has generally emphasized the 
importance of Rome for a proper understanding of Jewish affairs during the Second Temple 
Period, without, however, specifically analyzing Philo in this context. 

18 See especial ly: E . M . Smal lwood , Philonis Alexandrini Legatio ad Gaium (Leiden 
1970); eadem, The Jews under Roman Rule (Leiden 1981); M. Hadas-Lebel , L 'évolu t ion de 
l ' i m a g e de R o m e auprès des Juifs en deux siècles de relat ions judéo- romaines - 1 6 4 à + 70, 
ANRW II .20.2 (1987) 7 8 4 - 8 1 2 , who makes very usefu l comment s on Phi lo ' s p ro -Roman 
posi t ion; in the past, however , R o m e ' s presence was seen to be so oppress ive that Phi lo had 
to b e c o m e subversive and write in a political code which would escape Roman attention, see: 
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impact on Philo's overall ideas, on the other hand, has not yet become the 
subject of scholarly attention.19 Even Koen Goudriaan, in his otherwise highly 
convincing and important study of Philo's "ethnical strategies" has overlooked 
this aspect.20 The presence of Rome, however, is absolutely vital for a proper 
understanding of Philo's Jewish identity. This is so, because Egypt profoundly 
changed after Augustus' conquest which turned the country into a Roman 
province.21 Direct Roman rule installed a new administration which signifi-
cantly shaped the political, social, economic and cultural life of Egypt. Rome 
left an immediate imprint on the country, playing a substantial role in defining 
everybody's identity. Some Jews had already under Caesar become Roman 
amicii in Egyptian politics.22 Others may have shared the greater reservation of 

E . R . Goodenough , The Politics of Philo Judaeus. Practice and Theory (New Haven 1938) 
2 1 - 4 1 ; whi le this interpretat ion has f rom the beginning been cri t icized (see especial ly: 
A . H . M . Jones, JThS 40 (1939) 182-5; and A. Momigl iano, JRS 34 (1944) 163-5, it is now 
revived by J . G . Kahn, La Valeur et la Légimité des Act ivi tés pol i t iques d ' a p r è s Philon 
d 'Alexandr ie , Méditerranées 16 (1998) 117-27. 

19 Indicative of this trend is the fact that the ANRW series, which explores R o m e ' s influ-
ence in culture, religion, literature and politics, deals only with Phi lo ' s political connect ions 
to Rome (Â/VRWII.21.1 (1984) 417-533) . R. Barraclough, Ph i lo ' s Politics. Roman Rule and 
Hellenistic Judaism, ANRW I I .21 .1(1984) 417-553 , even dist inguishes between Roman rule 
and Hellenist ic Judaism, treating all cultural and philosophical issues under the category of 
Hellenism as distinct f rom Rome. B. Schaller, Philo, Josephus und das sonstige griechisch-
sprachige Judentum in Â / W W und weiteren neueren Veröffent l ichungen, Theologische Rund-
schau 59 (1994) 205, rightly criticized Barraclough for ignoring the connect ion between 
Phi lo 's politics and his philosophy. A similar lack of attention to Phi lo ' s Roman context is 
visible in two other surveys: C. Mondéser t , Philo of Alexandria , in: W. Horbury et al. (eds.), 
The Cambridge History of Judaism (Cambridge 1999) 3 :877 -900 ; J . M o r r i s , The Jewish 
Phi losopher Philo, in: E. Schürer, The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ 
(175 B.C.-A.D.135) new engl, version rev. and ed. by G. Vermes, F. Millar and M. Goodman 
(Edinburgh 1987) 3.2:817, briefly ment ions Philo 's posit ion as a "wel l -born provincial with 
Roman ci t izenship" without, however, drawing fur ther conclus ions for his works and ideas. 

20 K. Goudr iaan , Ethnical Strategies in Graeco-Roman Egypt , in: P. Bi lde et al. (eds.), 
Ethnicity in Hellenistic Egypt (Aarhus 1992) 7 4 - 9 9 . Goudr iaan himself admits the anachro-
nism implied in his exclusive considerat ion of Hellenist ic c i rcumstances under the Pto lemies 
(ibid. 80), without , however , being aware of its serious consequences . 

21 For a historical account of Augustus ' victory at Act ium and subsequent conquest of 
Alexandria as well as Egypt, see: Ch. Pelling, The triumviral Period, in: CAH (Cambridge 
1996, 2nd ed.) 10 :54-67; regarding the immediate and deep inf luence of Rome on the new 
province, see: A . K . Bowman, Egypt, CAH (2nd ed.) 10 :676-702; idem and D. Rathbone, 
Cities and Administrat ion in Roman Egypt, JRS 82 (1992) 107-27; M. Sartre, L'Orient 
Romain. Provinces et sociétés provinciales en Méditerranée orientale d'Auguste aux Sévères 
(31 avant J.-C. - 235 après J.-C.) (Paris 1991) 411-3 ; N. Lewis, "Greco-Roman Egypt" : Fact 
or Fiction?, Proc. XII. Intern. Congr. Pap. (Toronto 1970 = A S P 7) 6 - 1 1 ; idem, The Romani ty 
of Roman Egypt: a Growing Consensus, Atti XVII Congr. Intern. Pap. (Naples 1984) 1077-84; 
A. Stein, Untersuchungen zur Geschichte und Verwaltung Aegyptens unter Römischer Herr-
schaft (Stuttgart 1915) 119-31; V. Tcherikover in collab. with A. Fuks, CPJ (1957) 1:48-93. 

22 Accord ing to Josephus , Ant ipater supported Caesa r ' s war in Egypt . He was rewarded 
by Roman amicitia, c i t izenship and exempt ion f rom taxes (A.J. 14 :127-39 ; Contr. Ap. 2 : 5 8 -
60). It must stressed that H. Fuchs , Der Geistige Gegenstand gegen Rom (Berlin 1938) 62 
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many Alexandrians, such as Timagenes, who continued to admire Alexander 
the Great and believe in his superiority over Rome.23 

Described by Josephus as a "man held in the highest honour, brother of 
Alexander the Alabarch and no novice in philosophy" (A.J. 18:259), Philo 
belonged to the rich provincial elite of the Greek East with whom the Romans 
entertained close political and cultural contacts.24 Philo was probably a Roman 
citizen.25 This would have been such a natural part of his status that he, like 
Plutarch, did not even bother to mention it.26 Josephus' praise of Philo as avr]Q 
x& Jiavxa '¿vbo'E.og furthermore suggests that he was successful in public af-
fairs. He himself complained that his intellectual work had too often been 
interrupted by "civil cares" in which he seems to have been involved as a 
community leader (Spec. 3:3). This kind of complaint surely refers to regular 
political activity before Philo's participation towards the end of his life in the 
embassy to Gaius.27 It indicates that he led the life typical of Greek intellectuals 
in the Roman empire. Nicolaus of Damascus, Plutarch and others characteristi-
cally divided their time between political responsibilities, philosophical con-
versations and their own research and writing.28 They also entertained close 

and passim, was fundamenta l ly wrong in assuming that "das jüd i sche Volk hatte in der 
Zähigkei t , mit der es die Fe indschaf t gegen die R ö m e r bei sich lebendig hielt, n i rgends im 
Reiche se inesgle ichen" . 

23 Regarding Alexandr ian views of Rome , see especial ly: R M . Fraser, The Alexandr ine 
View of Rome, Bull. Soc. Arch. Alex. 42 (1967) 1 - 1 6 ; R. Mac Mullen, Nat ional ism in Roman 
Egypt , Aegyptus 4 4 . 3 - 4 (1964) 179-99; fo r detai ls on Timagenes , see below chapter f ive. 
Augus tus ' refusal to restore the Alexandr ian boule certainly caused d isappoin tment among 
the Alexandr ians , see: CP J no. 150; G . W . Bowersock , Augustus and the Greek World 
(Oxford 1965) 90. 

24 On the wel l -known Roman policy of support ing the local elites of the East and ruling 
through them, either directly in the f r amework of a provincial government or indirectly as 
" f r iends and associates" , see: Bowersock , Augus tus 1 -13 , 3 0 - 4 1 ; M. Goodman , The Roman 
World. 44 BC - AD 180 (London 1997) 138-9 ; E. S. Gruen, The Hellenistic World and the 
Coming of Rome (Berkeley 1984) 1 :54 -95 . 

25 On Roman policy regarding cit izenship, see: A. N. Sherwin-White , The Roman Citizen-
ship (Oxford 1973 2d ed.) 2 9 1 - 3 0 6 ; F. Vit t inghoff , Römische Kolonisat ion und Bürger-
rechtspolit ik unter Caesar und Augustus Ak. d. Wiss. u. Lit., Abhandl. Geist, u. Soz. Wiss. Kl. 
(1951) 1217-1366; regarding Phi lo 's Roman cit izenship, see: G. Sterling, The Jewish Plato. 
Philo of Alexandria, Greak speaking Judaism, and Christian Origins ( for thcoming) chap, 
one. J. Schwartz , Note sur la Famil le de Philon d 'Alexandr ie , in: Mélanges Isidore Levy 
(Bruxelles 1955 = Annuaire de l'Institut de Philologie et d'Histoire Orientales et Slaves 13) 
5 9 1 - 6 0 2 ; idem, L 'Egypte de Philon, in: Philon d'Alexandrie. Colloques Nationaux du Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique (Paris 1967) 38, 43; and the recent discussion of 
Schwar tz ' arguments by Barraclough, Polit ics 4 4 0 - 1 . 

26 On Plutarch ' s ret icence in this respect , see: C.P. Jones, Plutarch and Rome (Oxford 
1971) 45. 

27 See also: Massebieau , Chronologie 35; E . R . Goodenough , Phi lo and Publ ic Li fe , JEA 
12 .1-2 (1926) 7 7 - 9 ; contra Cohn, Einle i tung 427. 

28 Regard ing Nicolaus and Plutarch, see especial ly: B. Z. Wacholder , Nicolaus of Damas-
cus (Berkeley 1962) 14 -36 ; Jones, Plutarch 1 3 - 4 7 . 
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friendships with the Roman elite of the empire, forming their ideas and identi-
ties in relation to these amicii. Philo's family background, wealth and education 
perfectly qualified him for a similar position. He may have counted among his 
friends Seneca the Younger who was related to a governor of Egypt and spent in 
his youth time in the province. The families of the two men belonged to the 
same social milieu and are likely to have known each other. Philo may have met 
Seneca already in Egypt and then again in Rome when he came there on his 
embassy to Gaius.29 

The encounter between Rome and the Greek East is highly meaningful to a 
proper understanding of Philo's life and work. His views will often be found to 
correspond to those of other Eastern intellectuals who had been similarly 
brought up and then become involved in Roman affairs. In the present study of 
Philo this context has been carefully taken into account. The first section of the 
book, which deals with his construction of Jewish identity pays particular 
attention to the contemporary Roman discourse as reflected in the Greek East. 
The impact of Rome on political, social and cultural matters has in each in-
stance been considered as an explanation for Philo's particular choice of boun-
daries. The way in which he constructed Jewish descent, significant Others and 
distinctly Jewish values are interpreted in light of contemporary Roman con-
cerns. Changing circumstances, such as the crisis under Gaius, have further-
more provided important clues as to the developments of Philo's ethnic self-
awareness. The second section of the book investigates how Philo's sense of 
identity translates into cultural structures. We examine here which distinctive 
activities, commitments and attitudes emerge from Philo's construction of eth-
nicity. More importantly, the characteristic features of Jewish life are analyzed 
with a view to the overarching meaning which he attributes to them. We shall 
see how he rooted Jewish customs in deeper structures of meaning which were 
in his view embedded in the overall order of the universe. 

Philonic texts are not studied here as reflections of a given reality, but as 
creative constructions of an individual writer. They are understood as a means 
of communication aimed at shaping the identity and cultural awareness of 
potential readers. Philo imagined a community and outlined its features as he 
saw fit under the circumstances of his time. His narrative is evocative and 
meant to engender a certain mind-set among the elitist Jews who were his 
primary audience.30 Philo's voice is distinct and to some extent even unique. It 

29 So far the connection between the two thinkers has been investigated from a purely 
philosophical perspective. Scholars tended to argue either for their dependence on a mutual 
source or for Seneca's dependence on Philo whose ideas he got to know when the latter came 
to Rome, see: H. Baumgarten, Vitam brevem esse, longam artem. Das Proomium der Schrift 
Senecas De brevitate vitae, Gymnasium 77 (1970) 299-323; G. Scarpat, Cultura ebreo-
ellenistica e Seneca, RB 13.1 (1965) 3-30. 

30 For the most part Philo, as well as other Hellenistic Jews, wrote for a Jewish audience. 
His work must therefore be appreciated for its message in this context, rather than as 
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cannot be taken as representative of others and certainly not as typical of the 
whole Greek-speaking diaspora.31 His constructs of identity and culture must 
instead be appreciated against the background of a considerable variety of 
Jewish positions in Egypt.32 Despite the enormous loss of primary sources, 
some of this diversity can still be reconstructed from the extant works. Philo's 
failure to specify the names of other Jewish writers does not mean that he wrote 
his treatises without them in mind. Artapanus, for example, is an important 
point of reference. Even though his work survived only in most fragmentary 
form, we can see that his views were widely divergent from those of Philo. It 
indeed seems that Philo formulated at least some of his ideas in direct response 
to those expressed by Artapanus.33 Philo's position on Jewish identity and 
culture can thus be fully appreciated only in the context of a vibrant and diverse 
community which formed many opinions on the burning issues of the day. 

The specific objectives of the present book can further be clarified by distin-
guishing them from other approaches which have thus far prevailed in the study 
of Philo. It is from the outset conspicuous that my insistence on the connection 
between ideas and social realities sets this book apart from those primarily 
concerned with theological and philosophical perspectives on Philo. It is until 
now customary to appreciate him in the context of philosophical schools and to 
treat his ideas as detached theologoumena,34 His writings tend to be discussed 

apologet ics for an outside world; see also: V. Tcherikover, Jewish Apologet ic Li terature 
Reconsidered , Eos 48 .3 (1956); E .S . Gruen, Heritage and Hellenism. The Reinvention of 
Jewish Tradition (Berkeley 1998) X I I I - X X . For a more detailed analysis of texts which have 
tradit ionally been taken to address a foreign audience, see below, especial ly chapter one. 

31 Contra G. E. Sterl ing, Recherché or Representa t ive? Wha t is the Rela t ionship between 
Phi lo ' s Treatises and Greek-speaking Juda ism" , SPhA 11 (1999) 1 - 3 0 ; idem, Recluse or 
Representa t ive? Phi lo and Greek-Speaking Judaism beyond Alexandria , SBLSP (1995) 5 9 5 -
616. Ster l ing 's conclusion is problemat ic , because it is based on a too narrow sample of 
rather general ideas. 

32 The diversi ty of Ancien t Juda i sm in general has been emphas i zed especia l ly by 
V. Tcherikover , Apologet ic Li terature 185-6 ; A.T. Kraabel , The Roman Diaspora: Six Ques-
t ionable Assumpt ions , JJS 3 3 . 1 - 2 (1982) 4 5 3 - 4 ; and with regard to Egypt especial ly by 
M. Pucci Ben Zeev, New Perspect ives on the Jewish-Greek Hosti l i t ies in Alexandr ia Dur ing 
the Reign of Emperor Cal igula , JSJ 21 (1990) 2 3 4 - 5 . One of the Jewish groups which has 
recently been discussed as potential ly important actors in Egypt are the Jews of Leontopol is . 
By the t ime of Philo, however , they seem to have lost their s ignif icance. For divergent 
interpretat ions of their role, see: E .S . Gruen , The Origins and Objec t ives of On ias ' Temple, 
SCI 16 (1997 = Studies in M e m o r y of Abraham Wasserstein) 4 7 - 7 0 ; D . R . Schwartz , The 
Jews of Egypt be tween the Temple of Onias, the Temple in Jerusalem, and Heaven (Hebrew), 
Zion 62.1 (1997) 5 - 2 2 ; G. Bohak , Joseph and Aseneth and the Jewish Temple in Heliopolis 
(Atlanta 1996 = SBL Early Juda ism and its Li terature 10). 

33 For details on Ar tapanus in compar i son to Philo, see especial ly be low chapters two, six 
and seven. 

34 See e.g. the recent article by D.T. Runia , Phi lo of Alexandr ia and the Greek Hairesis-
Model , Vigiliae Christianae 53.2 (1999) 117 -47 . The over-emphas is on religion in the study 
of Ancient Juda ism has been cri t icized before , see especial ly: Tcherikover, Apologe t ic Lit-
erature, 186 -93 ; Kraabel , Roman Diaspora 4 5 4 - 5 6 ; J. M. G. Barclay, Jews in the Mediterra-
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137 165 n 1 2 
1 4 6 - 5 0 181 n 7 2 
177 177 n54 , 180, 216 n 2 2 

Cont. = De Vita Contemplativa 
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245 
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Gig. 

64 

: De Gigantibus 

194 n26 

Flac. = In Flaccum 

2 134 
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10 134, 253 n21 
14 133 
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296 
297-
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255 n23 
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162 n 4 
162 n 6 
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7:1 99 n98 
7:10-14 108 n 136 

Immut. = Quod Deus immutabilis sit 

67 256 
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175 113,157 
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4 181 
3 3 - 4 245 n96 
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130 255 n23 
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Lib. = Quod Omnis Probus Liber sit 

13 138 n 6 
15 162 n 5 
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355 62 
356 82 
366 135 
367 135 
373 85 n 4 2 
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2 : 1 9 4 - 5 51 
2:209 262 n 5 2 
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84 246 
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1 247 
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168 179 n 6 3 
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141 245 
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4 4 - 6 200 n 4 4 
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131 195 n 2 8 
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2:178 163 
2:204 179 
2 : 2 4 2 - 5 194 
2:244 235 
2:258 192 n 2 1 
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2 2 3 - 4 28 
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61 244 n 9 3 
62 216 n 2 2 
1 1 0 - 4 24 n 2 7 
115 171 
125-6 166 
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4 5 7 - 6 0 58 n 5 6 
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Arrianus (Arrian.) 

Anab. = Anabasis 

7.2:2 154 n 6 2 
7 .2 :2 -4 154 
7.2:4 153 

A u g u s t i n u s 

A l e x a n d e r A p h r o d i s i e n s i s 
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Met. = Metaphysica 

39 .3 -5 258 n 3 3 

Aris to te l e s (Arist .) 

G.A. = De Generatione Animalum 

2:1:734a 166 n 16 

Met. = Metaphysica 

986a 259 n 3 4 
987b 259 n 34 
1083b 259 n 34 

Nie. Eth = Nichomachea Etilica 

3.1118b 95 n 8 7 

De Cons. Evang. = De Consensu 
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1.22:30 78 n 14 

A u g u s t u s (Aug . ) 

R.G. = Res Gestae 

3:1 114 n 15.16 
6:1 90 n 6 2 
24:1 117 
25:1 129 n 5 9 
26:4 114 n 16 
3 1 - 3 2 114 n l 6 
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24:1-12 , 2 3 - 3 4 197 n 3 3 
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De Div. = De Divinatone 
1:47 154 

De Fin. = De Finibus 
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2:19 
2:22 
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84 n 3 6 
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Pro Rabiro Post. = Pro Rabiro Postumo 
3 4 - 5 59 n 6 0 

Pro Flac. = Pro L. Valerio Fiacco 
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5:58 150 n 4 5 
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Verr. = In Verrem 
2.1:140 104 n 120 
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10.9 :1-6 157 

Dio Cassius (Dio) 
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50.25:3 
5 1 . 1 6 : 3 - 4 
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56 .8 :2 -3 
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Dio Chrysostomos (Dio Chr.) 
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3:97 224 n 4 9 

Paus. =Pausanias 
10.24:3 141 n 2 1 
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1.55:2 
1.180: 3 - 4 
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7:108 
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1.5:3 
1.10:1-2 
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116 n 24 1 

116 
116 n26 
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(A.J.) 

E u s e b i u s (Eus . ) 
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7 .32 :16-8 262 n 4 6 
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9.23:4 68 
9.27:4 7 1 , 7 3 
9.27:5 71 
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9 .27 :9 -10 72 
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2:14 
2:19 
2 :20 -24 
2:35 
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50 
50 
51 
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211 101 n 110 

J e r o m e 
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CCSL 7 2 : 3 2 4 - 7 
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12:12-118 
14:127-39 
15:328 
15:329 
15:339 
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1:4 144 
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2:58-61 112 n2 
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34.2:1-4:3 104 n 120 
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Quomodo hist. conscrib. = Quomodo 
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Johannes Lydos 

De Mens. = De Mensibus 
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Ale. =Alcibiades 

2:2 150 n45 
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Ars Amat. = Ars Amatoria Fasti 

2:684 36,115 
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In Nic. = In Nicomachi Arithmeticam 
Introductionem (apud Iamblichus) 

7:8 259 n35 
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l:643d-644b 179 n 64 
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141 n 16 
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6:17 
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3 :171-4 ,381-400 143 n30 
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