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Part 1

Editor’s Introduction





Preface

This volume completes the scholary edition of America’s first Bible com-
mentary, the Biblia Americana, written by the prominent New England theo-
logian and scholar Cotton Mather (1663–1728).1 It contains his annotations 
on the final books of the New Testament, Hebrews, James, 1–2 Peter, 1–3 John, 
Jude, and Revelation, as well as two series of essays on various matters of bib-
lical interpretation that Mather appended to his already bulging manuscript of 
more than 400 folio pages. The first series comprises “An Eßay, for a further 
COMMENTARY, on the Sacred Scriptures”; “A Remark, upon the famous 
Philosophers, their Eye towards Christianity,” and “Some Remarks, relating to 
the Inspiration, and the Obsignation, of the CANON.” A second series titled 
“An Appendix. Containing Some GENERAL STORES, of Illustration; and a 
Furniture which will richly Qualify a Person to be a READER of the BIBLE” 
offers thirteen more essays that differ considerably in length and topic. They range 
from extensive ruminations on subjects such as the gifts of the Holy Spirit during 
the early church period (I.), the history and spiritual essence of the Bible (IV. and 
VII.), and the development of human religion from Noah to the rise of poly-
theism in ancient Persia (V.), to some rather short remarks on measures, weights, 
and coins, as well as musical instruments and writing utensils mentioned in the 
Scriptures (II., XI.). The essays conclude with a statement of Mather’s faith con-
cerning the things to be expected at the imminent and personal return of Jesus 
Christ, apparently penned very shortly before the end of Mather’s life (XIII.).

But even there, with a final statement on the final things, Mather added 
one more “Coronis,” or finishing stroke, to his unpublished magnum opus 
before death took the quill from his hand in 1728, stopping him after the 
second paragraph. One cannot read without a certain sense of melancholy the 
admonition the old divine gave to himself at the end of the penultimate essay on 
ancient scribes: “And now – Manum de TABULA.”2 Apparently, he was unable 

1 The two standard scholarly treatments of Mather’s life and work are Kenneth Silverman, The 
Life and Times of Cotton Mather (1984) and David Levin, Cotton Mather: The Young Life of the 
Lord’s Remembrancer 1663–1703 (1978). More recent and more focused on Mather’s evangelical 
piety is Rick Kennedy, The First American Evangelical: A Short Life of Cotton Mather (2015).
2 “Hand off the picture,” or, as Mather’s pun suggests, “Hands off the writing table”; an 
idiomatic Latin phrase meaning “Enough,” “hold it.” For an explanation, see Pliny, Natural 
History, 35–36.



4 Editor’s Introduction

to. Even as his body was giving out, Mather was driven forward by his voracious 
appetite for knowledge and his even greater love for God and His Word. This 
uncontainable intellectual curiosity and spiritual energy was not always matched 
by an equally great power to discriminate and critically scrutinize the things 
he gathered. Mather’s wide-ranging interests are reflected in the appended es-
says and in the encyclopedic and ever-growing nature of the “Biblia Ameri-
cana”-project as a whole, which he began at the age of thirty in 1693.3 In the 
“General Introduction” of his Magnalia Christi Americana (1702), Mather first 
publicly outlined and advertised the ambitious scheme of his “Biblia Ameri-
cana.” He aimed at nothing short of a comprehensive compilation of ancient 
and contemporary knowledge on the Bible “dispersed in many hundred vol-
umes … fetched all together by a labour that would resolve to conquer all things” 
and bring in “all the improvements which the later-ages have made in sciences” 
for “the illustration of the holy oracles … .” Although not for a lack of trying, 
Mather could never muster the necessary support to get the manuscript pub-
lished after he first deemed it ready for print in 1706. In subsequent years, he 
also found himself unable to really finish the project to his full satisfaction, 
continuously reading more “scattered books of learned men” and accumulating 
more “treasures of illustration.”4 And thus Mather’s great work followed the same 
cycle of repeated disappointments and indefinite deferral as his speculations on 
the Parousia. As will be explained below, he first set the date for Christ’s return 
to 1697, then 1716 or maybe 1736, before, in old age, Mather finally contented 
himself with the conviction that the days until Christ’s return “were not likely 
to extend beyond the present Century” (BA 10:963).

In more than one way, Mather’s desire to illuminate Scripture’s deepest 
meanings by the light of the age’s rapidly advancing knowledge is, therefore, 
connected to the fervent eschatological beliefs that animated all of his life and 
work. These beliefs and Mather’s continuously revised speculations on the end 
times are laid out at great length in the sprawling commentary on Revelation 
in this volume. Convinced that he was living at, or close to, the consumation 
of history, Mather expected God’s ultimate secrets, all encoded in the Bible, to 
be made manifest during his lifetime. He aspired to an intellectual labor that – 
imbued with the necessary personal piety  – would, as he put it, manage to 
“conquer all things” and uncover their hidden meanings. Such a hope was not 
as idiosyncratic or quixotic as it may appear at first glance. Similar ambitions 
energized the encyclopedic projects of various pansophic and millenarian circles 
in the seventeenth century, notably that of the Herborn school, including 
Johann Heinrich Alsted (1588–1638) and John Amos Comenius (1592–1670), 

3 Please note that I will italicize Biblia Americana when referring to the edition and use quo-
tation marks when referring to the manuscript.
4 Magnalia, “General Introduction,” vol. 1, p. 105.
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as well as the circle around Samuel Hartlib (1600–1662) and John Dury (1596–
1680). The latter group greatly influenced the founding members of the Royal 
Society (of which Mather became a corresponding member), such as Robert 
Boyle (1627–1691) and Henry Oldenburg (1619–1677).5

Indeed, the “Biblia Americana” should be seen in direct relation with the 
undertakings of these authors, some of whom Mather frequently cites. Like him, 
they stood at the cross-roads of what was later called the early Enlightenment, 
the scientific revolution, the age of Pietism, the surge of millenarianism and 
the occult during the late seventeenth century. All of the above-named scholars 
hoped to collect and organize knowledge, natural and supernatural, for the 
purpose of scientific, educational and religious reforms, which would come to 
completion with the onset of the millennial kingdom. And all of them used 
the framework of the Bible to organize the rapid growth of human knowledge. 
To their minds, that book of books not only contained the fullness of divine 
wisdom but also the whole of history including the great latter-day revolutions 
yet to happen. Far from displacing inherited “superstitions” about the end-
times, the new sciences of the Enlightenment were in crucial ways animated 
by a new interpretation of the eschaton. As Richard Popkin argued almost four 
decades ago, the early British Enlightenment was in no small part the under-
taking of “millennium-oriented scientists.” So, too, Sir Isaac Newton (1643–
1727) and his controversial student William Whiston (1667–1752), whose 
complex relation with Mather will figure prominently in this volume, stood in 
this tradition. They all saw “the growth of scientific knowledge as part of the 
fulfilment of the prophecies about the events leading up to the actual reign of 
Jesus Christ on earth for thousand years.”6

Like Mather, these men were firmly rooted in the belief in a divinely 
organized universe of correspondences, and therefore in an ultimate unity of 
all knowledge. They sought to harmonize the different branches of learning – 
including mathematics and the empirical sciences but also the fruits of humanist 
inquiries into ancient texts and history and various esoteric traditions – with 
biblical revelation and practical piety.7 As Mark A. Peterson has demonstrated, 

5 For Comenius and Alsted, see Howard Hotson, Paradise Postponed: Johann Heinrich 
Alsted and the Birth of Calvinist Millenarianism (2011); for the Hartlib-Dury circle, see 
George H. Turnbull, Hartlib, Dury, and Comenius (1947), Charles Webster, The Great In-
stauration: Science, Medicine and Reform, 1626–1660 (1975), Mark Greengrass, M. P. Leslie 
and T. J. Raylor, ed., The Advancement of Learning in the Seventeenth Century: Samuel Hartlib 
and his World (1994).
6 Richard H. Popkin, “Foreword,” in James. E. Force, William Whiston: Honest Newtonian 
(1985), xi–xiii. See also Margaret C. Jacob, “Millenarianism and Science in the Late Sev-
enteenth Century” (1976).
7 On the convergence of these pursuits in the thinking of many seventeenth-century intellec-
tuals, see Allison P. Coudert, Religion, Magic, and Science in Early Modern Europe and America 
(2011).
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the seven- to eight-thousand-volume Mather family library, from which the 
commentaries of the “Biblia” were mostly drawn, can be described as “a con-
glomerate artifact of Atlantic culture from the fifteenth through the eighteenth 
centuries,” combining “works on science, medicine, and natural history and 
philosophy; works on controversial theology and church history; and works on 
politics and government … .”8 It was Cotton Mather’s ambition, however, to 
transmute this conglomerate into a synthesis through a process of intellectual 
and spiritual alchemy in which the Scriptures provided both the means and the 
end.

Undoubtedly, Mather lived in an age of great intellectual turmoil that Paul 
Hazard famously characterized as La Crise de la conscience europénne,9 which also 
extended to the American colonies. However, this crisis of the European mind, 
which manifested itself between the 1680s and 1710s, did not inevitably lead to 
a simple decline of the Bible’s authority, let alone of religion as such. In recent 
years, a host of scholars have further advanced this revisionist view of the age 
of Enlightenment, arguing against simplistic secularization narratives. Instead, 
they have asserted, as Lionel Laborie puts it, “that religion influenced early En-
lightenment science to a greater extent than the other way around. Both should 
in fact be regarded as complementary rather than opposites.” New studies 
have especially emphasized that much of the culture of the British Enlight-
enment remained “intrinsically religious.”10 While this also implies an increasing 
rationalization and historicization of religion, most historical representatives 
of the British Enlightenment continued to be open to beliefs in the super-
natural and miraculous. Many were steeped in spiritualist, esoteric, occult, and 
apocalyptic ideas as well as “enthusiastic” practices.11 It is against this complex 
background of a mystical, millenarian, and intensely Spirit-centered Enlight-
enment that we must view the “Biblia Americana” project.

Much has already been written on the general nature, intellectual con-
texts, theological aims, rhetorical strategies, and apologetic orientation of 
Mather’s biblical criticism, as well as on the genesis and history of the “Biblia”-
manuscript. Readers new to the “Biblia Americana” are referred to Reiner 
Smolinski’s extensive “Editor’s Introduction” to volume one of the edition, the 

8 Mark A. Peterson, The City State of Boston: The Rise and Fall of an Atlantic Power, 1630–
1865 (2019), pp. 220–22.
9 Paul Hazard, The Crisis of the European Mind, 1680–1715 ([1935] 2013).
10 Lionel Laborie, Enlightening Enthusiasm: Prophecy and Religious Experience in Eighteenth-
Century England (2015), p. 2.
11 See, for instance, Clarke Garrett, Spirit Possession and Popular Religion, From the Camisards 
to the Shakers (1987); Susan Juster, Doomsayers: Anglo-American Prophecy in the Age of Revolution 
(2003), Jane Shaw, Miracles in Enlightenment England (2006); Paul Kléber Monod, Solomon’s 
Secret Arts: The Occult in the Age of Enlightenment (2013); and John V. Fleming, The Dark Side of 
the Enlightenment: Wizards, Alchemists, and Spiritual Seekers in the Age of Enlighten ment (2013).
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introductions to the subsequent volumes, and a number of recent studies.12 The 
following introductory remarks will focus on key themes and issues specific to 
the annotations and essays in this volume after discussing their composition 
process and main sources. This should be prefaced, perhaps, by pointing out 
that the manuscript sections contained in this volume do not form a “natural” 
unit, but came to be grouped together for organizational and editorial reasons. 
Its contents should therefore be situated in the larger context of the “Biblia”- 
project.

In Mather’s day, Hebrews was widely considered the last of the Pauline 
epistles (despite some dissenting opinions), and thus ought to be read in dia-
logue with Mather’s lengthy commentaries on Romans to Philemon (vol. 9).13 
Not least because of the book’s importance to Christology and soteriology, 
Mather gave considerable room to his commentary on Hebrews. James, 1–2 
Peter, 1–3 John, and Jude belong to the so-called Catholic Letters. These seven 
letters came with their own set of historical, textual, and theological ques-
tions, but also debates concerning authorship and canonicity, to which Mather 
devoted varying degrees of attention. Overall, this section of the New Testament 
was of slightly lesser concern for him, except for a few crucial topics, such as the 
relation between faith and works as discussed in James, the Petrine conflagration 
of 2 Peter, or the comma Johanneum in 1 John 5:7–8. This latter issue connected 
with his concern for defending Nicean Trinitarianism, which is also prominently 
on display in various other parts of the “Biblia,” including his commentary on 
Matthew (vol. 7) and the Gospel of John (vol. 8).

12 The introduction to volume one gives a detailed account of the “Biblia Americana” project 
in the context of Mather’s life. It also presents the manuscript’s development through several 
phases of composition and explains the reasons for Mather’s ultimate failure to have it pub-
lished. Besides examining a number of topics specific to the Genesis commentary, Smolinski 
also offers an excellent discussion of the main characteristics and sources of the “Biblia” against 
the backdrop of the history of biblical interpretation during the early Enlightenment and 
the contemporary market for scriptural commentaries. To this broader picture painted by 
Smolinski, Minkema, Maddux, Stievermann, and Brown have added many details and new 
facets specific to their sections of the manuscript, which have additionally enriched our under-
standing of the “Biblia” as a whole. See Reiner Smolinski, “Editor’s Introduction” (BA 1:1–
210), and (BA  2:1–112); Kenneth P. Minkema, “Editor’s Introduction” (BA  3:1–80); Harry 
Clark Maddux, “Editor’s Introduction” (BA 4:1–80); Jan Stievermann, “Editor’s Introduction” 
(BA 5:3–136); Robert E. Brown, “Editor’s Introduction” (BA 9:3–75). So has the collection of 
essays on Cotton Mather and the “Biblia America” (2010), in which I also offer an overview of 
the “Biblia” project and its significance: Reiner Smolinski and Jan Stievermann, eds., Cotton 
Mather and Biblia Americana – America’s First Bible Commentary: Essays in Reappraisal (2010). 
On Mather’s engagement with the Hebrew Bible, see Jan Stievermann, Prophecy, Piety, and 
the Problem of Historicity: Interpreting the Hebrew Scriptures in Cotton Mather’s Biblia Ameri-
cana (2016).
13 In the table of contents for his further annotations on the New Testament letters, located 
just before his commentary on Ephesians, Mather groups Hebrews with the Pauline epistles 
and sets it apart from the Catholic Letters of James, Peter, John, and Jude (BA 9:451).
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Because of his millenarianism, Revelation was of the utmost significance 
to Mather. Except for Genesis, the first book of the Bible, no other part of the 
Bible commanded Mather’s attention more than the last book. Over the course 
of three decades, Mather devoted almost 100 manuscript pages to Revelation, 
excerpting many dozens of sources to defend and explicate this most difficult 
of the Scriptures. He was keenly aware that, since the earliest days of the 
church, controversy had surrounded not only the belief in a future millennium 
(based on Rev. 20) but the visions of John more generally. Also, as he readily 
admitted, “Interpreters have generally confessed the Book of Revelation to be 
full of Difficulties and Obscurities.” However, he firmly stood against those 
who, in the tradition of Dionysius of Alexandria, saw the Book as an incompre-
hensible jumble of riddles and even questioned its status as divine revelation. 
Yes, Jerome was in the right when he said regarding Revelation, “Tot Secreta 
quot Verba,”14 but that did not mean that these secrets could not be unlocked or 
were not worth studying – on the contrary. Generally speaking, Mather argued, 
“It will be a fault in us, to count all Study on this Part of the Holy Scripture, 
unprofitable. There is a Blessedness promised unto them who duly study it.” As 
Chrysostom has put it so well, “The Truth in the Scriptures may ly Obscure, but 
not altogether Hidden; it so lies, not that they who Seek it, but that they who 
Seek it not, should not Find it” (BA 10:460).15 And this was especially true for 
Revelation, in which pious and diligent minds could find the deepest mysteries 
of redemption history.

Following a very long theological tradition, Mather was convinced that 
John’s visions held the keys to secret knowledge about the date of Christ’s return 
and the nature of his glorious thousand-year reign on earth. For that, however, 
they needed to be interpreted in conjunction with the eschatological predictions 
of the Hebrew prophets, especially those of Isaiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel. To fully 
appreciate how Mather linked Revelation with the Old Testament, readers ought 
to consult Mather’s annotations on these prophetic books in vols. 5 and 6 of the 
edition, but further apocalyptic speculations can be found across the entire com-
mentary. Mather’s discussion of the end of the world in quasi-scientific terms 
also connects to his similarly-oriented discussion of the beginning of the world 
in the Genesis commentary (vol. 1).

The appended essays were all written during the last phase of Mather’s life. 
In addition to reflecting larger religious and intellectual trends of the age, these 
essays evince the culmination of two – partly intersecting, partly conflicting – 
tendencies that run through the entire “Biblia.” First, the earlier series of es-
says articulate a deepening investment in what Mather called “experimental” 

14 “As many secrets as words.” Mather cites Jerome, Epistolae, epist. 53, cap. 8 [PL 22. 548–
9]; transl adapted from NPNF (2–06: 269).
15 A reference to Chrysostom, Homiliae LXXXVIII in Joannem, hom. 11 [PG 59.79].
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religion and biblical interpretation in the light of personal spiritual experience 
and practical piety. This investment appears across Mather’s commentaries, but 
is perhaps most notable in his annotations on the Psalms (vol. 4). While deeply 
rooted in a long tradition of ascetic and mystical spirituality, it reflects, more 
specifically, the rise of early evangelicalism and of Pietism. Not coincidentally, 
Mather’s essay quotes at length from August Hermann Francke and Philipp 
Jacob Spener.16 The turn to “experimental” religion went along with the aim 
of propagating a radically simplified, transconfessional Protestantism based on 
a “nucleus” or “marrow” of Scripture-maxims, which Mather attempted to lay 
down in the “Biblia”-essays as well as numerous published tracts. Drawn from 
John Lacy, a lay theologian associated with the so-called French Prophets, the 
essay with Mather’s “Remarks upon the SPIRIT of PROPHECY” evinces how 
the heightened spiritualism and supernaturalism of such a piety sometimes 
crossed the blurry boundary into “enthusiasm,” earning the condemnation of 
many of Mather’s contemporaries. This tension between experimental religious 
piety and suspicion of excessive enthusiasm is also detectable across the Mather 
corpus.

The second, seemingly contradictory, tendency visible in the appended 
essays is that of a deepening historicization of the Scriptures. With their di-
verse antiquarian pursuits, the essays epitomize Mather’s seemingly bound-
less fascination with biblical and extra-biblical histories and his overriding goal 
to reconcile the two. Almost every page of the “Biblia” is laden with Mather’s 
florilegia on Hebrew and early Christian culture as well as the religions, customs, 
literatures, and traditions of surrounding ancient civilizations. His historical 
excursions sometimes concentrate on rather minute details. Thus, one of the 
appended essays describes the different musical instruments mentioned in the 
Hebrew Bible, complete with a table of illustrations. But behind such seemingly 
trivial concerns was an overarching interest in the biblical life worlds, informed 
by the desire to verify the veracity of the Bible but also to restore the purity 
of “primitive Christianity.” At the same time, Mather was responding to pro-
foundly challenging debates about the histories of Judaism and Christianity as 
religions among other religions. Explanations of pagan religions in the mode 
of euhemerism and the prisca theologia-tradition are offered across the “Biblia.” 
By extension of such methods, the essays offer a full-fledged account of how all 
religions, either by corruption or progressive fulfilment culminating in Chris-
tianity, developed from a primitive Noahic religion, which could be recon-
structed from the oldest documents of the Bible.

Overall, then, this volume comprises annotations on nine biblical books 
that are very different from each other in terms of genre, subject matter, and 

16 For more on this, see Jan Stievermann and Ryan Hoselton, “Spiritual Meaning and Experi-
mental Piety in the Exegesis of Cotton Mather and Jonathan Edwards” (2018).
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historical contexts, plus sixteen miscellaneous essays. Still one can identify certain 
intersecting themes and underlying issues that will be discussed in Section Two 
of this Introduction. A first theme is Mather’s apologetic defense of the textual 
integrity, historicity, and overall authority of the Bible in the face of philological 
and contextual issues as well as questions about authorship and canonization 
with regard to the nine books. Secondly, in his annotations on Hebrews and 
1 John, but also other parts of the volume, Mather intervened in the renewed 
debates over Arianism and the scriptural nature of Nicean Trinitarianism that 
preoccupied British theologians on both sides of the Atlantic during the early 
eighteenth century. A third theme was closely related: interpreting the history 
of Christianity, and specifically the pristine faith of the primitive church, which, 
in Mather’s view, had both embraced a high Trinitarianism and the expectation 
of a literal, future millennial kingdom. Mather’s millennialism, which has to be 
understood in the context of the apocalyptic revival of the seventeenth and early 
eighteenth centuries, will be a fourth theme. His interpretation of the emergence 
of the early church was embedded in a larger history-of-religion perspective – 
my fifth theme – that presented Christianity as a restoration and fulfillment of 
the true nature of Judaism and indeed of the original religion of mankind. But 
first, Section One will outline the composition process of this section of the 
manuscript and introduce Mather’s most important sources.
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379
Russia 521, 554
Ruth 816, 912, 914, 940–1
Rutilius Naumatianus 561

Rycaut, Paul 46, 512
Ryswick, Peace of 164, 193, 562
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351, 369, 371, 379, 383, 405, 421–2, 
430–2, 465–9, 474, 486, 490, 506–7, 
514, 526, 531, 538, 573, 582, 585–6, 
588–90, 598, 626, 632, 638, 658, 672, 
674, 682, 714, 721–2, 724–5, 729, 
732, 738–9, 743, 746, 748–50, 765, 
786, 790, 799, 802, 807–8, 827, 829, 
847, 891, 898, 909

 Angel of Death. See Angel(s)
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Scythia, Scythian(s)  176–7, 443, 521, 

534–5, 748, 777, 898
Sea(s)
 Adriatic  571, 777, 788
 Aegean  630
 Baltic  571
 Black Sea  630
 Bosphorus  630–1, 634
 Tyrrhenian Sea  571
Seager, John  178–9, 192, 338
Second Coming, Parousia. See also 
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616, 622, 665, 689, 704, 740, 797, 
799, 904
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139–42, 760–1, 929–37
Sibyls  140–1, 761, 929–30, 932–6
Sicily  329, 704, 781
Sickness, Sick  183, 285, 298, 331–3, 356, 
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Sin. See also Atonement, Death, Vices  25, 

75, 107–9, 115, 125–6, 153, 174–5, 179, 
186, 192–3, 239–41, 247, 250, 253, 
269–71, 274, 276–7, 281, 286, 292–3, 
296, 300, 311–2, 316, 318, 328, 333–4, 
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See also Bible (Apocrypha), Index of 
Biblical Passages  816, 908

Slaughter  157, 163–5, 173, 290, 330, 
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344, 471, 524, 569, 626, 629, 705, 
778, 784, 827–8, 903

 Slave Trade  705
Smith, John (1618–1652)  312–3,
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635, 638, 691, 788
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330, 377, 511, 519, 583, 617, 638, 816, 
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234, 256–7, 275, 290, 358, 377, 
379–80, 383, 400, 407, 412–3, 435, 
438, 445, 453, 467, 495, 499–500, 
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Type(s). See also David; Interpretation; 
Melchizedek  135, 191–2, 246, 255–6, 
260, 272, 280, 284, 287, 295, 336, 
349–50, 394, 401, 418, 432, 462–3, 
479–80, 488, 513, 566, 579, 582, 587, 
594, 642, 670, 676, 695, 706

Tyre  249, 592, 703–4

Ulpian  428, 500
Unitarianism. See Heresy, Socinianism
Uriah  958
Ursinus, Zacharias  18, 265–6
Ussher, James  101–2, 141, 452, 458, 557, 

688, 935
Utrecht, Peace of  164, 193, 562

Valens  486, 505, 543, 777
Valentinian I  505, 543, 673
Valentinian III (Placidus Valentinianus)  

443, 525, 541, 545, 650, 657–8, 665, 
783

Valentinians  377, 505
Valerius Maximus  434
Valla, Lorenzo  365
Vandals (Vandal Kingdom). See Germanic 

Peoples and Kingdoms
Varro, Marcus Terentius  385, 578, 649, 

933
Vatable, François (Franciscus Vatablus)  

356, 884
Vengeance  525, 619, 712
 of God. See also Judgment  194, 254, 

286, 294–5, 349–50, 382, 469, 502, 
519–20, 633, 664, 751, 912

Venice, Venetian  511, 535, 645, 691, 788, 
883, 940

Verus, Lucius  812
Vespasian, Titus Flavius  496, 774, 789
Vices  
 Arrogance  345, 429, 837
 Carnality, Lust, Sensuality 287, 320, 

324, 353, 399, 563–4, 367, 439, 465, 
476, 713, 764, 806–7, 848, 906, 910, 
917

 Covetousness, Envy 293, 299, 310, 
323–6, 330, 377–8, 399, 524, 593, 
633, 676–7, 902, 910

 Disobedience. See Obedience

 Fornication  309, 376, 467, 473, 
613–4, 644, 668–9, 680, 710, 901, 
905–6

 Gluttony  366, 809
 Greed, Luxury  331, 356, 435, 470, 

669, 673
 Incest  139, 435, 897, 901, 911–12, 914
 Infidelity  96, 193, 304, 354–5, 394, 

404, 429, 498, 642, 644, 692, 711, 
722, 820, 838, 841, 843, 899, 942

 Lasciviousness  345, 376–7, 384
 Malice  322, 326, 343–4, 369, 395, 

421, 436, 465, 468, 615, 671–2, 798
 Pride  318, 325, 346, 371, 385, 399, 

538, 630, 633, 643, 669, 806, 811, 
827–8

 Rashness  164, 316, 757, 800, 806
 Seduction  241, 369, 440, 467, 582, 

585, 674, 724–5, 750
 Unbelief  179, 185
Victor Amadeus II (Duke of Savoy)  559, 

784
Victorinus of Pettau  127, 656, 762–3
Vienna  166, 511, 549, 575, 631, 705, 

782, 787
Vignier, Nicholas  651
Vintage  166, 615, 618–21, 635
Violence  49, 153, 160, 163, 179, 270, 

279–80, 298, 321, 369, 378, 390, 501, 
509, 521, 533, 545, 552–3, 559, 568, 
613, 615, 632, 673, 675, 678, 685, 
715, 717, 781–2, 818, 828, 845–6, 898, 
910, 912

Virgil (Publius Vergilius Maro)  129, 141, 
359, 455, 501, 530, 648, 761, 930–7

Virgin(s), Virginity  161, 258, 487, 613–4, 
683, 732, 844, 920

Virtue(s), Virtuous. See also Faith, God 
(Fear of ), Wisdom  139, 308, 310, 322, 
336, 357, 364–6, 405, 432, 499, 593, 
694, 734, 810, 812, 951

 Charity  229, 302, 317, 334, 353, 365, 
367, 421, 433–4, 700, 798, 800, 847

 Chastity  613, 695, 912
 Compassion  252, 295, 329, 417, 615
 Courage  403, 407, 491, 512, 671, 831
 Diligence  294, 356, 367, 760
 Fortitude  365, 812
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 Godliness  139, 297, 365, 570–1, 607, 
672, 695, 715, 773, 893

 Gentleness  309, 341, 367, 425, 470, 
615, 684, 800

 Humility  293, 325, 357–8, 373, 396, 
405, 524, 604, 734, 764, 798, 807, 
819, 836, 944

 Patience  81, 237, 252, 279, 348, 
365–7, 432, 464, 491, 588, 602, 615, 
617–8, 690, 755, 786, 802, 806–7, 912

 Trust  76, 240, 285, 305, 405
Vitringa, Campegius (the Elder)  28, 145, 

368–71
Vives, Juan Luis  128–9, 760–1
de Voisin, Joseph  454, 474
Volcano  390–1, 621
Vorstius, G. H.  259, 455
Vossius, Gerardus Joannes (Gerhard Voss)  

130, 507
Vossius, Isaac  141, 708, 739–40, 935
Vulgat(e). See Bible

Wadsworth, Benjamin  47, 799
Wake, William  120, 834
Waldensians, Vaudois. See also French 

Prophets  119, 163–5, 171, 552–4, 559, 
561–2, 593, 615–7, 626, 688, 779, 
783–4, 796, 845

Waldo, Peter  552, 616
Walker, Obadiah  95, 254, 588
Wallis, John  74, 102, 110, 124, 411, 451–3
Walton, Brian  23, 66, 71, 81, 155, 279, 

311, 316, 319, 365, 376, 410, 426, 480, 
584, 603, 699, 769, 938

Waple, Edward  41–2, 148, 450, 454, 
459, 472–5, 477, 479–81, 483, 500–1, 
519–23, 526–34, 536, 550–1, 586, 
588–90, 595, 600, 607, 613–4, 618, 
640, 706–7, 720, 731,

War(s)  36, 43, 49, 128, 146, 158, 161, 
163–5, 171, 175, 177, 257, 288, 321, 
323, 330, 365, 457, 497, 501–3, 529, 
541, 548–9, 552–3, 558–9, 562, 
568–9, 578, 584, 587–8, 592, 600, 
616, 629, 634–5, 638–9, 672, 674, 
677, 679–81, 684, 711–2, 728, 741, 
760, 781–2, 784, 796, 818–9, 833, 919, 
930, 936

Wealth  306, 311–2, 330–1, 339–40, 343, 
470, 480, 674, 704, 900

Wedelius, Georg Wolfgang  704
Wells, Edward  338–9
Westphalia, Treaty of  638
Wheeler, George  481
Whigs  26, 30, 41, 148–9, 575
Whiston, William  5, 21, 26, 40–1, 45, 

49–51, 60, 62–3, 72–3, 79, 86, 91, 
111–3, 117–20, 126, 140, 147–9, 152, 
166–7, 170–2, 185, 187, 193

 on Hebrews  243, 255
 on 1 John  419
 on Revelation  767–73, 775–6, 778–96
Whitby, Daniel  12, 17, 20–2, 33, 63, 

67–70, 73, 79, 93–6, 98–9, 101, 107, 
116–7, 151
on Hebrews  228, 231, 233–4, 240–1, 
243, 246, 251, 264, 266–8, 272, 
274–5, 284, 288–91, 301
on James  303–6, 308–9, 312–3, 
319–23, 327–328, 330–1, 334
on 1 John  397, 400–2, 405–6
on 2 John  423–4
on 3 John  426
on Jude  428, 430, 432–3, 440
on 1 Peter  335, 341, 343, 345–6, 349, 
351, 354, 356–9
on 2 Peter  360, 364, 367, 373–4, 
376–80, 382–5, 393–4, 396

White, Samuel  155, 394
White, Thomas  367
Whore(dom)  161, 299, 319, 345, 465, 

596,  659
 of Babylon  34, 154, 161, 487, 579, 

641–3, 653, 659, 667–70, 674–6, 689, 
710

Widow(s)  310, 673, 702, 914
Wife, Wives  299, 346, 377, 435, 656, 

707, 710, 911, 914–15, 932, 935
Willet, Andrew  736, 739–40
William III of England (William of 

Orange)  164, 429, 539, 562, 576
Wine  331–2, 498–9, 585, 613–5, 617, 

621, 635, 644, 704, 814, 822, 880
Winthrop, Wait  456
Wisdom  32, 80, 125, 135, 230, 235, 274, 

284, 307–9, 317–8, 321–2, 352–3, 355, 
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357–8, 364, 371, 414, 460–1, 463, 493, 
516–7, 564, 607, 610, 728, 733, 747, 
801–2, 804, 806, 814, 819–20, 899, 
904, 920, 923, 945

 Wise Men, Sage(s)  174, 241, 308–9, 
318, 320–2, 329, 333, 405–6, 639, 
825, 960

Wisdom, Book of. See also Bible (Apocry-
pha), Index of Biblical Passages  59, 
233, 249, 396

Withrow, Abraham  837
Witness, Witnesses. See Martyrs, Reve-

lation  
Witsius, Hermann  18, 102, 104, 116, 232, 

323–5, 343, 428, 434–6, 460–70, 739
Wittekind (Widukind)  497
Wolseley, Charles  29, 227
Woman, Women  121, 139, 141, 289, 

313, 330, 345–6, 370, 384, 408, 433, 
468–9, 530–1, 613, 625, 644, 700, 
786, 825, 831–5, 839, 842, 911, 920, 
925, 929, 944–5, 948–9, 951

 in Ministry  433, 468, 831–5, 839
Woodhead, Abraham  95, 254
Woodward, John  153, 386–92
World
 Invisible World  298, 326, 507, 538, 

820
 Old World  150, 174, 176, 179, 265, 

348–9, 381, 399, 427, 625, 715, 718, 
732, 737, 748, 755, 891, 893, 910

 World to Come, New World. See 
Heaven; Millennium

Worldly  109, 124, 127, 190, 264–5, 324, 
406, 439, 526, 563, 601, 613, 673–4, 
677, 687, 764, 800

Worship  122–5, 132–3, 135, 137–8, 149, 
174, 229, 238, 243, 251, 265, 285, 311, 
328, 341, 422, 435, 464, 466, 480, 
484, 496, 504–7, 513–4, 533, 537–8, 
547, 556–7, 563–7, 574, 588–9, 599, 

602–4, 606, 611, 614–5, 623, 628, 
636, 642, 656, 658, 668, 672, 678, 
680–1, 683–5, 688, 699–700, 707–8, 
722, 738, 769, 773, 779, 783, 811–2, 
823, 825, 839–40, 889–91, 894–5, 
897–9, 901–4, 908–9, 911, 913, 920, 
923, 943

Worthington, John  45, 586, 728–30
Wrath. See God
Wycliffe, John  165, 552–3, 604, 617, 

735–6

Xanthopulus, Nicephorus Callistus  655
Xenodochion  433
Xenophon  749, 789
Xerxes I (Xerxes the Great)  899–900

Yitzchak bar Avraham of Troki  513

Zadok  824
Zealots  309, 321, 323, 327, 330–1, 343, 

353–4, 382, 426, 440, 565
Zechariah  290, 431, 484, 567–8, 713, 

825, 828, 830, 948, 957, 959
Zedekiah  568
Zenta, Battle of  548, 782
Zerubbabel 557, 566–7, 784, 886
Zerubbabel, Book of. See also Pseudo-

epigrapha  641
Zeus  380, 458
Zion (Mount)  571, 613, 707, 714, 733, 

755
Žižka, Jan (John Zizka)  634
Zohar, Book of (Sefer ha-Zohar)  28, 

236, 246, 448, 476, 482, 698, 716
Zonaras, Johannes  666, 815
Zoroaster, Zoroastrianism. See also 

Religion  137–9, 728–9, 889–900
Zosimus  505, 656
Zwingli, Ulrich  554
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