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Judentum und Hellenismus

von

Maren R. Niehoff



In the footsteps of Leopold Lucas

I would like to begin my reflections on the en-
counter between Judaism and Hellenism in an-

tiquity by expressing thanks. First, I thank the jury 
of the Leopold Lucas Prize for finding me worthy 
of this extraordinary award. I read with awe the list 
of laureates in the field of Jewish Studies and Reli-
gious Studies, beginning with Shalom ben Chorin 
and Elias Bickerman, whose Laudatio was given by 
none other than Martin Hengel, and ending recently 
with Peter Schäfer and Guy Stroumsa.1 As the sec-
ond female and, at the time of the award ceremony, 
still the youngest Judaist, I understand the prize not 
only as a recognition of work already presented, but 
also as a significant encouragement, indeed a calling 
for the future.2

The Leopold Lucas Prize, with its dual emphasis 
on academic excellence and cross-cultural, human 
understanding, reflects the particular intellectual 
and moral concerns of the personality after whom 
it is named. Leopold Lucas was born in Marburg 
on September 18, 1872, to a long-established Jewish 
family, and after completing his Abitur he devoted 



Auf den Spuren von Leopold Lucas

Meine Überlegungen zur Begegnung von Ju-
dentum und Hellenismus in der Antike möch-

te ich mit Danksagungen beginnen. Zunächst bedan-
ke ich mich bei der Jury des Leopold Lucas Preises, 
die mich dieser außergewöhnlichen Auszeichnung 
für würdig befunden hat. Ich lese mit Ehrfurcht die 
Liste der Preisträger auf dem Gebiet der Judaistik 
und der Religionswissenschaft, angefangen mit Sha-
lom ben Chorin und Elias Bickerman, deren Lauda-
tio noch Martin Hengel hielt, bis kürzlich zu Peter 
Schäfer und Guy Stroumsa.1 Als zweite weibliche 
und bisher zur Zeit der Preisverleihung noch jüngs-
te Judaistin verstehe ich den Preis nicht nur als eine 
Anerkennung schon vorgelegter Arbeiten, sondern 
auch als einen wichtigen Ansporn, ja als eine Beru-
fung für die Zukunft.2

Der Leopold Lucas Preis spiegelt mit seiner dop-
pelten Betonung akademischer Exzellenz und kul-
turübergreifender, menschlicher Verständigung in 
ganz besonderer Weise das intellektuelle und mora-
lische Anliegen der Persönlichkeit wider, nach der er 
benannt ist. Leopold Lucas wurde am 18. September 
1872 in Marburg als Sohn einer lang etablierten jü-



himself both to the study of near eastern languages 
and to rabbinical training. In 1895 he submitted his 
dissertation on medieval Tyre in Tübingen and in 
1899 received his rabbinical diploma from the Berlin 
Higher Institute for Jewish Studies. In his inaugural 
sermon as rabbi of the traditional Jewish communi-
ty in Glogau, Silesia, he emphasized his historical 
view of Judaism: »In the life of humanity, progress is 
the one true constant. Accordingly, Judaism has also 
progressed at all times.«3 His attachment to the Ger-
man culture becomes clear in a moving ceremoni-
al address on the occasion of the Israelite soldiers’ 
memorial service. The Schlesischer Anzeiger of 6. 3. ​
1928 states: »L. Lucas discussed in detail the politi-
cal, social and cultural development of Europe since 
1866 and the inevitable clash of peoples. In spite 
of the very unfavorable outcome of the great war, 
one must resist every despondency. The vitality of 
the German people, its intellectual greatness and its 
cultural achievement were unbroken and would in 
the not so distant future legitimize the claim of our 
people«.4

Tragically, things turned out quite differently. On 
December 17, 1942, Leopold Lucas and his wife Do-
rothea were deported to the Theresienstadt concen-
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