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What do we experience when contemplating art? Interesting objects, things that move us, or inspiring works of art all invite us

DIRK WESTERKAMP to spend time dwelling on and contemplating them. And even though such lingering allows us to escape from time for a time,
we are nevertheless still able to immerse ourselves in the temporality of art. So aesthetic contemplation gives us time to
Asthetisches Verweilen experience and muse over art - but to what extent does this depend not only on turning away from time, but also towards it?

Pictorial art uses a variety of techniques to let us experience the temporal. In this volume, Dirk Westerkamp develops a theory
of artistic abstraction and offers a model of images for discussion. He then places his concept in the wider historical
perspective of aesthetic modernity to reveal aesthetic contemplation as a kind of symbolic imagination that has been
transformed by modernity.

Dirk Westerkamp Geboren 1971; Studium der Philosophie, Linguistik und Literaturwissenschaft; 2003 Promotion; 2004-10
Juniorprofessor firr Sprachphilosophie und Asthetik an der Christian-Albrechts-Universitét zu Kiel; 2010 Gastprofessor an der
Philosophische Untersuchungen Universitat Lille; seit 2010 Professor fir Theoretische Philosophie und Direktor am Philosophischen Seminar in Kiel.
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