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Published in German.
Why does the church have four di erent written Gospels, although according to Paul there was only one orally proclaimed
Gospel from the very beginning? Martin Hengel attempts to answer this question by showing how the collection of the four
Gospels developed in the 2nd century and by tracing their origins. The reading of these four Gospels, in addition to the texts of
the Old Testament, during the church service played a decisive role in the collection and the a rmation of these Gospels as
part of the church canon. The author also deals with the authors of the Gospels and the time in which they were written. He
bases his study on the fact that Mark was the rst to write a Gospel. It is very probable that Matthew, who wrote the later
Gospel, was familiar with the earlier Gospel according to Luke and that he used this. The numerous minor agreements
between Luke and Matthew against Mark make it reasonable to suppose this hypothesis to be correct.
This is the substantially enlarged German version of the English book The Four Gospels and the One Gospel of Jesus Christ,
translated by John Bowden, published by SCM Press in the year 2000.

Martin Hengel (1926–2009) was Professor of New Testament and Early Judaism at the Protestant Theology Faculty at the
University of Tübingen.
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