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Whereas previous methods of understanding Jesus' parables were strictly separated according to history, literature and the
aesthetics of reception, the authors of this book attempt to look at the various approaches together from the perspective of
hermeneutics. Although the individual contributors to the volume do represent di>erent perspectives, the connection
between the various approaches can be perceived in this collection of essays, which are based on papers presented while
working on the Compendium of the Parables of Jesus  (edited by R. Zimmermann, Gütersloh 2007) during the Conference on
Parables in Bielefeld in October 2005 and February 2006. In their articles, the authors seek to establish a dialogue with
American research on parables.
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