
Darrell D. Hannah

Michael and Christ: Michael Traditions and Angel
Christology in Early Christianity

[Michael und Christus. Erzengel Michael-Traditionen und Engel-Christologie im Frühen Christentum. Von Darrell D. Hannah.]

 
1999.  XVI, 289 pages. WUNT II 109

ISBN 978-3-16-147054-7
sewn paper  114,00 €

ISBN 978-3-16-157086-5
eBook PDF  114,00 €

Published in English.
In recent years a number of New Testament scholars have argued that Jewish beliefs and traditions about the principal angel
hold the key to understanding why early Christians came to make such exalted claims about Jesus of Nazareth. Jewish and
early Christian traditions about the archangel Michael provide a ready test for this thesis. For Michael is very often the
principal gure in Jewish and early Christian angelology. Darrell D. Hannah examines Michael traditions from the Old
Testament, Jewish apocalyptic, Qumran, Philo, the Rabbis, Merkabah mysticism, the New Testament, Christian apocalyptic, the
New Testament Apocrypha, and the Fathers of the second century. From this mass of literature three forms of angelic
Christology are evidenced. First, some early 'orthodox' Christians developed an 'theophanic angel Christology'. That is, they
interpreted Old Testament passages about the 'angel of the Lord' as 'pre-incarnate manifestations' of Christ. Secondly, some
'heretical' forms of Jewish Christianity identi ed Christ as an incarnation of the highest archangel. Finally, some Christians
found in Jewish speculations about the Principal Angel (Michael, Metatron, Yahoel, etc.) a conceptual framework within which
to place a second divine gure. Principal angel traditions, particularly those about the archangel Michael, were useful for
elucidating the signi cance of Christ. However, 'orthodox' Christians who made use of these traditions were very careful to
avoid any implication that Christ possessed an angelic nature. 'Orthodox' Christians never regarded Christ merely as an angel,
not even as the  angel. The Shepherd of Hermas  identi ed Christ with Michael, but would seem to have been unique in this.

Darrell D. Hannah Born 1962; 1989 Master of Divinity at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; 1992 Master of Theology at
Regent College; 1992 PhD at the University of Cambridge; 1996–98 Sir Henry Stephenson Research Fellow at the University of
She eld; since 1998 New Testament Research Fellow at Westhill College.

Order now:
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/michael-and-christ-michael-traditions-and-angel-christology-in-early-christianity-
9783161470547?no_cache=1
order@mohrsiebeck.com
Phone: +49 (0)7071-923-17
Fax: +49 (0)7071-51104

Mohr Siebeck GmbH & Co. KG
Postfach 2040
D-72010 Tübingen
info@mohrsiebeck.com
www.mohrsiebeck.com

https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/michael-and-christ-michael-traditions-and-angel-christology-in-early-christianity-9783161470547?no_cache=1
mailto:order@mohrsiebeck.com
mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/www.mohrsiebeck.com

