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Baptism is a ritual that most people in Western societies have experienced, either as their own baptism or as participants.
There are continuing discussions about the real meaning of the ritual, of its execution, about the age of the candidates to be
baptized, the quali cation of baptizers themselves and why baptism is still regarded as essential.This volume deals with these
topics from di erent theological perspectives: Old Testament and Jewish studies, New Testament and church history provide
the basis for further inquiries from a dogmatic and practical-theological point of view. A discussion of baptism as a religious
and social ritual is also included. On this basis, the volume provides insights into the current status of the debate as well as
suggestions for future discussions about baptism as well as for ecclesiastical practice.
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