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The Mechanics of Providence
The Workings of Ancient Jewish Magic and Mysticism

[Die Mechanismen der Vorsehung. Die Ablaufe antiker judischer Magie und Mystik.]

Published in English.

The phenomena we call magic and mysticism had a profound effect on the shaping of Judaism in late antiquity. In this volume,
Michael D. Swartz offers a wide-ranging study of the purposes, world-views, ritual dynamics, literary forms, and social settings
of ancient Jewish magic and mysticism and their function in religion and history. Based on the author's studies over the past
few decades, he proposes innovative methods for the study of these two phenomena. The author focuses especially on the
rituals of early Jewish magic and mysticism, their social contexts, and the textual dimension of this complex literature. He also
offers introductions to these phenomena. Michael D. Swartz argues that the authors of these texts employed intricate
technologies, literary and artistic forms, and physical practices to negotiate between the values and world-views of their
cultures and the texture of everyday life.

Michael D. Swartz Born 1954; 1986 PhD at New York University in Near Eastern Languages and Literatures; taught at Emory
University and the University of Virginia; currently Professor of Hebrew and Religious Studies at the Ohio State University in
Columbus.

Order now:
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/the-mechanics-of-providence-9783161566820?no_cache=1
order@mohrsiebeck.com

Phone: +49 (0)7071-923-17

Fax: +49 (0)7071-51104

Mohr Siebeck GmbH & Co. KG
Postfach 2040

D-72010 Tubingen
info@mohrsiebeck.com
www.mohrsiebeck.com


https://doi.org/10.1628/978-3-16-156682-0
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/en/book/the-mechanics-of-providence-9783161566820?no_cache=1
mailto:order@mohrsiebeck.com
mailto:info@mohrsiebeck.com
https://www.mohrsiebeck.com/www.mohrsiebeck.com

