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Holy texts shape the lives, thoughts and deeds of religious individuals and communities. This collection of essays highlights
this fact from various angles, illuminating the exegesis of such texts as well as their practical application. What foundation
exists for the authority of sacred texts? In what way do they communicate divine knowledge to human beings? And how can
their messages be expertly revealed? The relationship of holy texts to literary, philosophical as well as scholarly writings and
corpora also play a role in the process. Judaism, Christianity and =rst millennium Islam are all taken into account along with
contemporary Greco-Roman religion.
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